Emery Town P&Z Meeting 7-8-25at 7:00
1. General Plan General Goals
Council member Mistie Christiansen began the discussion on general plan goals, referencing a previous meeting where they had talked about the town's vision for 5, 10, and 25 years in the future. She emphasized the importance of keeping these visions in mind while formulating general goals.
The following General Goals were suggested-
1. Encourage residential development and civic beautification

2. Promote small businesses / remote workers
   
3. Stimulate Recreation - local paths and trails.

4. Showcase and honor the history of Emery

2. Zoning Map
A. Areas for Expansion
Mistie Christiansen brought up the topic of areas for expansion. She mentioned that annexation is possible, but whether new houses can be built and receive water connections is a separate issue. She explained that the town currently has enough water for existing needs, but future growth might require going back to receiving water shares.
Susan Ayers expressed concern about the inability to annex due to water limitations. Mistie clarified that annexation is still possible, but the availability of water connections for new construction is the limiting factor.
Mistie also discussed the town's past practice of collecting water shares for new construction, which had to be stopped due to the need to prove beneficial use of the town's water resources.
B. Zone Types
Mistie Christiansen introduced the topic of zone types, noting that their current zoning map has fewer categories than some other cities. She asked the committee if they wanted to be more specific about zoning or if they were satisfied with the current setup.
The discussion touched on the existing zoning regulations and permitted uses in different zones. Mistie pointed out some redundancies in the current system but suggested that this might not necessarily be a bad thing.
There was some confusion about the meaning of 'C' and 'P' designations in the zoning document, which Mistie clarified as likely standing for Conditional use and Permissible use, respectively.
The committee also discussed some anomalies in the current zoning map, including isolated parcels of land within the town boundaries that are county land.
3. Secondary Goal Category Ideas
Mistie Christiansen suggested working on 3 or 4 of the secondary goal categories in the next meeting. She asked the committee members to review how other cities structure their zoning allowances before the next discussion.
[bookmark: _Hlk202954409]A. Transportation Goals This item was not discussed during the meeting
B. Public Facilities Goals. This item was not discussed during the meeting
C. Economic Development Goals This item was not discussed during the meeting
D. Arts/Recreation Goals
There was a brief discussion about capitalizing on natural settings to stimulate recreation. Mistie Christiansen suggested strategies such as creating trail maps or kiosks to promote local attractions. 
A committee member mentioned that there are already groups that regularly use the town park for recreational activities, such as ATV rides. However, it was noted that these visitors often don't spend money in the town, as they typically just park, unload their machines, and then leave.
Susan Ares suggested embracing the concept of being welcoming to visitors, even if they're just coming to see relatives.
E. Land Use Goals
The committee briefly touched on land use goals when discussing zones. Mistie Christiansen mentioned that land use goals are related to specifying what can be done in each zone.
f. Beautification Goals
This item was not explicitly discussed during the meeting.
The meeting concluded with Mistie Christiansen asking committee members to introduce themselves. She started by sharing her own background, including her long family history in the town and her previous experience as mayor.
A committee member emphasized the community's protective nature towards their way of life, cautioning against rapid changes proposed by newcomers. They shared an experience from another city where outside development had negatively impacted on the local community.
Mistie Christiansen concluded by reminding everyone to consider the reasons they moved to the town and the positive aspects of the community that attracted them.
