Emery Town Council Meeting Minutes					            Wednesday, July 8, 2026, 7:00 PM 							                     65 N Center St., Emery, UT 84522
1. Call to Order 											Meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM.
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Minutes for June 10th, 2026, June 10th minutes were looked over and found to be in good shape with no issues worth fussing over. 
Motion to approve June 10th, 2026, minutes was made by a council member and seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
4. Invoice Report 												Bills were reviewed, and everybody agreed it was time to pay up. 
Motion to approve and pay the invoices as listed on the invoice report was made by a council member and seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
5. Mayor Jack Funk 
5.1. Swear in Slate Stewart for council 									Kris Ashley administered the oath of office to Slate Stewart, who was duly sworn in as Town Council Member. His term runs from June 11, 2026, through January 2, 2028. Welcome to the team, Slate!
5.2. Water task force update											Mayor Funk gave a thorough rundown on where things stand with the water situation and y'all, there's a whole lot happening. The water task force has been meeting every Monday since the big town gathering on June 18th. Water was tested again that very morning for drinking water analysis, with results expected back within one to two weeks.
The near-term focus is getting the wells running as a secondary water source as quickly as possible to water trees, lawns, and ease folks' minds while the drinking water situation gets sorted out. The mayor was clear that they don't want to sink money into a temporary fix: "We don't want to sink a million dollars into something that goes away in 6 months." All necessary permits and water rights checks have been filed, and the town is on the hunt for a storage tank to make the secondary system happen. The mayor’s personal goal is to have it up and running within 30 days.
Worst-case scenario planning is also underway. Water sources in Quitchupah creek were tested in case hauling water becomes necessary and a legal permit to haul from those locations was secured. The mayor noted, though, that hauling enough water for the town would mean over 2–3 million gallons a month, or roughly 6,500 loads, so that's very much a last resort.
On the long-term side, the team is working with the Forest Service on upper reservoirs, dam repairs, and water rights. Celeste Malloy and John Curtis's offices have pledged to push for a faster-than-usual federal process to help get a new reservoir built though realistically, that's still 4–5 years out at minimum. The mayor also flagged that a coal mine is doing exploration nearby and noted that folks are in place to make sure the town's voice is heard loud and clear on protecting the water supply.
Estimated funding needed to move forward with the secondary pump system is upwards of $50,000, with the County Commission actively working to help secure those funds.
5.3. CVSSD 														Mayor Funk noted that Castle Valley Special Service District is doing a wonderful job pitching in. They've already taken two water samples and are working on a plan to tie in the secondary water system. All projects from last year are wrapped up, and this year's projects are on track to be done before the end of the fiscal year. Folks are encouraged to thank those CVSSD folks when they see them around town.
6. Councilperson Kim Hansen,								Councilperson Hansen was absent. Town staff relayed notes.
6.1. Town Celebrations 											Everything for the town celebration is on track. The clown unfortunately won't be able to make it due to some health issues, but vendors are still signing up, and things are shaping up to be a good time. Action Item: A volunteer is needed to umpire softball and another to run horseshoes. Anyone willing to step up should reach out to Councilperson Hansen.
7. Councilperson Melissa Durfey
7.1. Pioneer church update 										Councilperson Melissa Durfey reported that the window restoration folks have rented an Airbnb in town and will be coming by to meet with Rick the following day to get ladders and supplies sorted. The windows are moving forward.
7.2. Emery County Emergency plan- CERT adopt the Emery County emergency plan 			Mayor Funk added that the Emery County Emergency Management Plan available at emerycounty.com had been reviewed and found to be well done. 										Motion to adopt the Emery County Emergency Management Plan by resolution was made by a council member and seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Councilperson Durfey took a moment to really drive home the importance of emergency preparedness "I don't think our town is hearing me." Key points she stressed were every family member should have an age-appropriate bug-out bag ready to grab and go for 24–72 hours; every resident needs to sign up for the reverse 911 notification system via the QR codes posted around town; and folks should be picking up a couple cases of water every time they go to the store to help ease the strain on the town's supply. The group formerly known as CERT has been renamed the Emery Emergency Committee.
8. Councilperson Mistie Christiansen 
8.1. Planning and Zoning										Councilperson Mistie Christiansen noted that Planning and Zoning is scheduled for next week, so nothing new to report at this time.
8.2. EEMSSD 												Councilperson Christiansen reported that Emery EMS remains top-notch fully staffed and doing great, which is something to be proud of. A new EMT training class is starting in August, with a flyer available at the front desk. A free CPR class is also being coordinated locally within the next six weeks folks are encouraged to take advantage of it.
On the funding front, EEMS Special Service District went to the County Commission requesting $260,000 annually from PILT and CRA funds to increase on-call pay for all EMTs by $2/hour. The County Commission has tabled the request twice now, but a vote is expected at the next meeting.
9. Fire Department- Chief's Report 								Fire Chief Scott reported it's been an unusual summer for call activity and reminded everyone to wear their seat belts and stay off the blacktop. The big news is the Babylon Fire, which has exploded in size. Chief Scott noted that neighboring departments had already been called up, and his department had been put on standby. The plan is to send the truck with 3 personnel, leaving 4 behind to cover Emery. The department was commended for their training and readiness.
10. Townhall staff-update Annie to full-time benefits 				It was noted that Annie (town hall staff) has been working full-time hours but is still receiving only part-time benefits holiday or vacation pay. The council agreed this needs to be made right, and that a form needs to be signed by Mayor Funk to update her status and ensure she receives full-time benefits including URS contributions.
11. Open Agenda												Town Clerk/Administrator noted the town was awarded a $60,000 recreational planning grant to be used toward trails and activities. Mayor Funk expressed interest in incorporating this into a broader recreation vision and took it as an assignment to develop further.
Mayor Funk also flagged, for future planning and zoning discussion, that the town will need to start requiring a water share for new construction, like how neighboring towns handle it. Nothing is set in stone yet, but folks need to start thinking about how that's going to look going forward.
A council member also raised a concern about water seeping out of a planter in front of the town hall building, which may indicate a plumbing leak. Action Item: Rick investigated the source of the water seepage near the front entrance.
The mayor wrapped up by commending the whole community for their sacrifice and cooperation during the water crisis: "Everybody has good ideas. Everybody is helpful, and we're going to win."
12. Adjournment 												Motion to adjourn was made by a council member and seconded. Meeting adjourned.

