
The Freedom Plane National
Tour- Documents that Forged a
Nation is at the World War 1 Museum.

Being this is a chance to see these documents in
our home area I thought we should take the
opportunity to see them.

We can meet at the World War 1 Museum on
March 20th at 10:00. Tour the documents and then
go to lunch somewhere.

Please let me know if you plan to attend. You
can email me (bill.hills.sh@gmail.com) or text me
(913-406-2085). Bill Hills

Ladies Night Out

Date: Wednesday, March 25th at 6:30 PM

Sponsors: Andy Dugan, and Christine South

Place: Cinzetti's Italian Market, 7201 W.
91st St. Overland Park 66212

If you plan to attend, please let Andy know.
816-548-7436 or andug125@gmail.com.

THE PLAIN DEALER
Official Publication of the Plain Ol’ A’s

Mailing address: Plain Ol A’s, P O Box 860782, Shawnee, KS 66286-0782

March 2026 The Club meets Next Meeting
the 4th Monday at 7:00 p.m Monday

Tomahawk Ridge Community Center March 23, 2026
www.plainolas.com

President’s Message

Happy March!
Hope everyone is well. It looks as though our luck is changing and we now have warmer weather at our

door. So it's time to get the A's out of their slumber and ready for driving. If any one needs any help, keep
in mind our upcoming spring tune-up day. The date and place can be found in the newsletter. Until then
let's keep motoring forward and enjoy our hobby.

Your club president ,
Andy Dugan
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Trip to Arctic Circle
Dave and Sue Ryan took a once in a lifetime trip

consisted of 14 Model A's and 26 people who
traveled 8,200 miles in 36 days to the Arctic Circle.
The trip took place from Aug 21 -Sept 25, 1988.
“Our itinerary took us through 12 states in the
United States and 3 provinces in Canada. We saw
six National Parks. We traveled on many different
road conditions. We traveled several hundred miles
by inland waterways on ferries and also on a flatcar
of a train. (Wait until you hear this story). Dave has
a slide presentation of the highlights of his trip
which he will share with you in April. “

Sue Ryan

2026 Club Officers
President Andrew Dugan 816-548-7436 andug125@gmail.com
Vice President Steve Woerdehoff 913-449-2229 steves_skiing@yahoo.com
Treasurer Alan South 913-909-4444 aes6363@yahoo.com
Secretary Fran Coleman 913-481-6658 fcole61@gmail.com
Director Ed Jankowski 402-676-6951 emjank1626@gmail.com
Director Ken Coleman 913-481-6654 kcoleman555@gmail.com
Director John Smeltzer 913-638-7032 js5200ks@gmail.com

Committee Chairpersons - 2026
Calling Ken Coleman 913-481-6654 kcoleman555@gmail.com
Ladies Night Out Ken Coleman 913-481-6654 kcoleman555@gmail.com
Membership John Smeltzer 913-638-7032 js5200ks@gmail.com
Newsletter Joyce Tweedy 816-410-4613 jtweedy@swansonbernard.com
Restorer Articles Ron and Theresa

Guenther 913-682-2545 ronsaresto@yahoo.com
Seminars Bob Hess 816-668-3902 roberthess30@gmail.com
Sunshine Deborah Smeltzer 913-526-6977 deborah.smeltzer@gmail.com
Historian OPEN
Tour Codirector Bill Hills 913-406-2085 bill.hills.sh@gmail.com
Car Show Coord. Andy Dugan 816-548-7436 andug125@gmail.com
Christmas Party Andy Dugan 816-548-7436 andug125@gmail.com
Memorial Day Picnic Andy Dugan 816-548-7436 andug125@gmail.com
Refreshment Coord. Steve Woerdehoff 913-449-2229 steves_skiing@yahoo.com
Webmaster Joe Nicholas 913-710-3292 joseph.h.nicholas@gmail.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Newsletter Articles

Information for the newsletter should be sent
to Joyce Tweedy. Her email address is

jtweedy@swansonbernard.com, or snail mail, 4600
Madison, Ste. 600, Kansas City, MO 64112 or phone
Joyce at 816-410-4613.

The deadline for submission of articles is the 8th of
the month.

Sunshine Report
Happy March everyone!
Two cards were sent in February:

" A get well card was sent to Charles Wilkes, who
had major hand surgery in late January.
" A sympathy card was sent to the family of Donald
Lobner. Ken Coleman shared that in addition to
serving in the US Army as a machinist mechanic, Don
was also a diesel mechanic for Studebaker, and retired
from Dean Machinery. Don was an active member of
the POA's for many years and, with his valued
mechanical skills, served as the "motor builder" for the
club, building 138 motors for Plain Ol' A members and
others. Many thanks to Ken Coleman for sharing
Don's legacy with the POA's.

Hoping that the weather warms up before the St.
Patrick Day parades and hope to see you soon at an
upcoming Model A event or meeting!

Deborah Smeltzer
913-526-6977
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Ladies Night Out
2026 Sponsor Sign Up

January

February Ken & Fran Coleman

March Andy Dugan

April John & Deborah Smeltzer

May Picnic

June Bob & Nancy Hess

July Bill & Deb Hills

August OPEN

September OPEN

October Ron & Theresa Guenther

November OPEN

Minutes - February 2026
The Plain Ol' A's Club met on February 23, 2026, a

Tomahawk Ridge Community Center. President Andy
Dugan called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. The
Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Guests and New Members - Two new members, Jeff
Goff and Don Stapp, were at the meeting.

Minutes - No minutes were in the last two bulletins.
December was the Holiday Party and there was no
meeting in January because of bad weather.

Treasurers Report - Treasurer Alan South gave the
reports for November 2025, December 2025 and January
2026. They were approved as read. As of the meeting
date, we have 47 paid families.

Sunshine Report - No Report. The members asked
that a card be sent to Lois Lobner.

Tours - Bill Hills reported on the following tours:
March 14th - The HOA Club invited POA to

participate in the Brookside St. Patrick's Parade
March 17th - Leavenworth St. Patrick's Day

Parade
April 18th - Tune-up Day
May 9th - Ensorfest
May 30th - Tulsa Car Cruise - Route 66
May - HOA day trip to Speedy Bills in Lincoln,

NE
End of June - Kansas Museum of History
October 10-17 - Route 66 in Illinois

Car Shows - None are reported.
Ladies' Night Out - Andy Dugan and Christine

South will host the March Ladies' Night Out.
Webmaster - President Andy Dugan will plan a

Board Meeting to follow up with the TLS certification
for our website.

Other Business - Old Business - Our future meetings
will continue to be at Tomahawk Ridge Community
Center.

JB Hodgdon's Car Auction will begin online on
March 21st and will end March 24th. There will be
about 80 cars.

New Business - Recognition was given to Bob
and Nancy Hess for their many years of service as
Treasurer and Secretary for the POA Club. They
received a Gift Certificate to Jack Stack BBQ.

POA member, Dave Ryan will present a
program on the POA 1988 to the Arctic Circle and back
trip at the April meeting.

Ken Coleman presented a short demonstration
on removing the fan off of a water pump. He also
brought a sample of welding cast iron.

Numerous members provided safety tips
regarding lug nut rings, removing any original 2 blade

fan blades from your cars, dangerous air cleaner paper
filters, and others.

There was an additional discussion regarding
Model A's that are available for purchase, current
purchase prices, and car parts.

Raffle - A raffle was held after the meeting.
Refreshments - Refreshments were provided by

Andy Dugan and Steve Woerdehoff. March
refreshments will be provided by Dennis Burks; Ken
and Fran Coleman.

The Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM.
Fran Coleman, Secretary
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Plain Ol' A's Refreshments

2026

March 23 2026
Ken & Fran Coleman
Dennis Burks

April 27 2026
Ron & Theresa Guenther
Bill & Debbie Hills

May 25 2026
Memorial Day Picnic

June 22 2026
Open
Open

Refreshments
Paper plates, plastic silverware, napkins, and cups

are provided by the Club. If you are not able to serve,
please contact Steve Woerdehoff at 913-449-2229 or
steves_skiing@yahoo.com soon as you can.

Thank you everyone for helping!
– Steve Woerdehoff

********************************************************************************************************************************

Donald Lee Lobner
December 11, 1933 – February 10, 2026

Donald Lee Lobner, a beloved resident of Lenexa, Kansas, passed
away on February 10, 2026, at the age of 92. Born on December 11, 1933,
Donald was a cherished and devoted individual, known for his generous,
humorous, hard-working, and honest nature. His wise and kind-hearted
presence touched the lives of many, and he was admired for his loyal
spirit.

Donald was a graduate of St. Agnes and pursued further education
at a machinist technical school. His career as a machinist mechanic was
marked by dedication and excellence. He served in the US Army, where
his commitment and skills were highly valued. After a successful career,
he retired from Dean Machinery, leaving behind a legacy of hard work
and integrity.

In his personal life, Donald was deeply devoted to his family. He was
married to his beloved wife, Lois Lobner, for 45 wonderful years. He
raised four boys. He is survived by his sons, John (Becky) Lobner and
Michael (Marlene) Lobner. His family further extends to his cherished
grandchildren, Jennifer, Anna, JR, Valerie, Jeryka, Jessica, and Christopher, as well as 17 great-grandchildren. Donald
was preceded in death by his sons, Donald Lobner Jr. and James Lobner, granddaughters Jeryka Lawrence and Joann
Lobner, and great-granddaughter Clare Lobner.

Donald had a passion for antique cars and enjoyed attending swap meets. Above all, he treasured the time spent
with his family, leaving behind memories that will be forever cherished by those who knew and loved him.
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2026 Calendar

March
13-14 Race Track Adventure II- Oxford, AL. If you want information on this, please contact Bill Hills
14- Brookside St. Patrick's Parade
17- Leavenworth St. Patrick's Day Parade
23 POA Meeting

April
18 Tuneup Day
27 POA Meeting

May
1-3 Lawrence Swap Meet
9 Ensorfest
25 POA Picnic & Meeting
31 thru June 7- MAFCA National Convention

June
22 POA Meeting

July
4 Lenexa 4th of July Parade
27 POA Meeting

August
24 POA Meeting

September
10-13 Air Capital Car Tour. If you want information on this, please contact Bill Hills
12 International Model A Day
28 POA Meeting

October
3 Turner Barn Car Show
10- 17 Route 66 in Illinois
26 POA Meeting

November
11 Leavenworth Veterans Day Parade
23 POA Meeting

December
TBD POA Christmas Party
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Tours 2026

The HOA Club has invited us to participate in the Brookside St Patrick's Parade with them on Saturday, March
14th. Line up will be at 1:00 at the KC United Church of Christ, 205 W. 65th Terrace. After the parade, they plan to
go to Governor Stumpy's for lunch. Please RSVP to Chuck Lewis 913-205-9884 if you plan to attend.

Leavenworth St Patrick's Day Parade is March 17th. Line up will be at 11:00 at 4th Street and Choctaw Street.
We have to come in from 3rd Street. If you haven’t signed up and would like to attend a great parade, please let me
know.

The Freedom Plane National Tour.- Documents that Forged a Nation is at the World War 1 Museum. Being this
is a chance to see these documents in our home area I thought we should take the opportunity to see them. We can
meet at the World War 1 Museum on March 20th at 10:00, tour the documents and then go to lunch somewhere.
Please let me know if you plan to attend. You can email me (bill.hills.sh@gmail.com) or text me (913-406-2085).

Tune-up Day will be April 18th at the Hills, 205 N. Main St., Spring Hill, Kansas, at 10:00. We will go to lunch
after we are done. I will have a sign-up sheet at the March meeting.

Ensorfest is May 9th from 12:00- 5:00. They asked us to be there at 11:30 to line the cars up. They are getting
several car clubs showing up for this event. I believe we have been doing the event from the first so it would be nice
to have a good turnout this year. Ensor Park and Museum is at 18995 W. 183rd Street, Olathe. I will have a signup
sheet at the April meeting.

Kansas Museum of History in Topeka tour will be June 27th. They have reopened after doing a couple of years
remodel. I will have more info coming. We will drive over in the morning and back in the afternoon. I will have a
signup sheet at the May meeting/picnic.

Lenexa 4th of July Parade. Being this is our 250th anniversary of the country, I hope we can get a great turn out
for this parade. as always we will go to Zarda BBQ after the parade.

October 10- 17- Route 66 in Illinois. Plans are being made for this tour. If you are interested in going, please
contact me. I want to have planning meetings / emails to keep everyone that is interested up to date. So far here is
what we have planned.

• October 10th we will drive to the St. Louis area and spend the night.

• October 11th we will go to the National Transportation Museum, drive down to the Arch, cross the
river and spend the night in Edwardsville, Il.

• Oct. 12th we will head north on Route 66.

June 13-18, 2027- National Tour in Durango, CO

If you have suggestions for outings for 2026, please let me know.

Bill Hills
bill.hills.sh@gmail.com

913-406-2085
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J.B. Hodgdon Auction
J.B. Hodgdon’s auction will begin online around the end of February and will end on March 24th. There will

be a preview day on March 21st at both our car building and at Mayo Auction's building in Belton, MO. We are
auctioning off all his cars and car parts. Lots of Model A's and Model A parts! Those who are interested can sign up
for auction updates here: https://www.auctionbymayo.com/auction/jb-hodgdon-classic-car-auction-79579/details

Brandi Hodgdon
*********************************************************************************************************************************

March 5 Nancy Clayton

March 16 Marilyn Griggs
March 17 George Hess

March 17 Justin & Theresa Read
March 31 Andy Dugan & Christine South

********************************************************************************************************************************

Burma-Shave Signs
From The Verse By the Side of The Road, The Story of the Burma-Shave Signs and Jingles

by Frank Rowsome, Jr. -

From 1931

Eight
Hundred
Thousand
Men
Use
Burma-Shave

Take a Tip
For Your Trip
No Wet Brush
To Soak
Your Grip
Burma-Shave

Film Protects
Your Neck
And Chin
So Your Razor
Won’t Dig In
Burma-Shave

The One Horse Shay
Has Had Its Day
So has the Brush
And Lather Way
Use
Burma-Shave

Golfers!
If Fewer Strokes
Are What You Crave
You’re Out of The Rough
With
Burma-Shave

Tho Tough
And Rough
From Wind and Wave
Your Cheek Grows Sleek
With
Burma-Shave
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The Iconic Snap-Brim Fedora Hat
By Brian Carlson (reprinted from The Flying Quail)

Advertised in 1928 as being "Blocked in one of the most approved styles." this
description reflects the legacy of a hat with a history spanning more than a century.
During the Model A Era the fedora was the favorite of men ranging from the
fashionable young collegiate to the conservative head of the family. It was the most
adopted of available hat styles both for social daytime and business occasions. Its
popularity can be attributed to a rugged workable design combined with a perfection
of curvature and dimension.

During the Model A Era social expectations dictated that the well-dressed
gentleman's wardrobe included hats and caps appropriate to their circumstance. The wearing of a head covering upon leaving
home was the accepted practice, only to be removed indoors as appropriate or being engaged in conversation with women.
Further, it was a strong economic statement about the wearer and status symbol.

The fedora is a soft felt hat with wide brim and features a prominent crown. Its styling descends from the traditional brimmed
hat worn as part of the customary costume of Tyrol, a mountainous region of the Austrian Alps. The hat's name was derived from
French dramatist Victorien Sardou's successful 1882 tragic romance stage play Fedora which starred the extremely popular
actress Sarah Bernhardt as the heroine Lady Fedora. To the delight of her numerous French, German, and English fans, she was
reported to have worn a stylish soft felt hat replete with a crease in the crown which the fans quickly emulated in their own
wardrobes. The fedora then made its way across the Atlantic and was being advertised in New York by 1884 as a newly offered
hat style. It is fair to state that the early fedora could have easily become a footnote in history, but subsequent events interceded.
Italian hatmaker Giuseppe Borsalino, his legacy still a world-wide force in the hat world, turned his attention to the then new
hat. His creative genius transformed it by undertaking innovative improvements resulting in the 'modern fedora' styling available
in the Model A Era. Borsalino's styling improvements met with ever increasing popularity including the attention of England's
Prince Edward VIII, a fashion icon in his own right. A 1924 visit to the United States influenced the fashion world when he wore
a fedora with dressy suits. Americans embraced the fashionable boldness of a royal socialite. Sears, Roebuck and Company also
noticed; mass production of the fedora was quickly undertaken. This resulted in the eroding popularity of homburg and derby
hats.

The fedora was the most popular men's hat of the Model A Era. Its style remained constant during those years, as did all other
aspects of men's hats. This was in sharp contrast to the constantly changing contemporary designs encountered by women.
Reinforcing the popularity of the fedora was its fashionable choice in contrast to the previously stiffer hats, enhanced versatility
and the emerging influence of theatre palaces that portrayed Hollywood's leading men wearing a fedora. This suggested that the
purchase of a good quality hat would ensure years of service with no fear of becoming dated.

While original fedoras can be sourced (online, antique stores or swap meets), there are often challenges as to condition and
fit. Fortunately, there are many quality fedora hats for sale through haberdashers or online. The challenge is to select a hat that
closely adheres to what was available during the Model A Era.

The 'modern fedora' of the Model A Era encompasses several key stylistic components and materials. The Fedora is fashioned
from a soft felt material: fabric made from animal fur such as rabbit, or wool, processed to form a smooth or napped finish. The
felt is typically dyed black, brown, or gray with blue, green and tan sometimes at offer. A prominent crown of over five inches
features a crease (also termed a bash or dent) in the form of a lengthwise trough but also commonly available is the teardrop (also
known as the 'C') style. In addition, the crown has a "pinch" at the front sides, claimed to have been originated by Borsalino in
order to facilitate a gentleman undertaking to doff his chapeau. A one and 3/4-inch-wide grosgrain ribbon featuring a bow

completes the crown.
The brim of a fedora is also a defining feature. There are three distinct edge

finishings associated with the fedora style: raw or unfinished, finished with a sewn
overwelt or underwelt or bound with grosgrain ribbon. These finishings allow the
brim to be worn in a variety of angles resulting in the 'snap-brim' designation. Width
of hat brims range from two and 3/8 to two and 2 5/8 inches. Rounding out the
construction of the hat is the lining. Quality products feature satin or silk material,
often with a top plastic protector, combined with a leather sweatband. An unlined
fedora with fabric sweatband is a summer alternative.
The fedora hat continues to be an enduring fashion favorite. This popularity still
makes it possible for a gentleman to acquire an authentically styled Model A Era hat
as a fundamental component of his everyday period wardrobe.
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Bulletin Board
Place notices and advertise items for sale. No charge for members and other individuals selling their own items. The Club has
voted to include ads from other local Model A Clubs. ***Items will run in three issues, unless renewed or canceled. Date of first
insertion is in parenthesis.***
Commercial Business ads are: business card size - $25.00 per year; quarter page size - $35.00 per year; and half page size - $50.00
per year. Fees for commercial ads includes a free subscription to the Club’s monthly newsletter, The Plain Dealer.
************************************************************************************************************************************************
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FOR SALE:

Model A for sale due to health.
1931 4 door Town Sedan, Black, Lobner
insert engine, Lacok Electric Overdrive,
3 speed synchronized transmission, 19"
Radial Tires, Trunk on rear & toolbox on
front.
Good Touring Car. $20000.00 Dollars.
Bruce Mills (913) 626-0376 Leave
Voice Mail

1929 Closed Cab Pickup, Blue, Lobner
rebuilt engine, 3 Speed transmission,
Overdrive,
Storage Box in bed & Toolbox in front.
Ground up restoration 2003-2004
$16,000 Dollars
Bruce Mills (913) 626-0376 Leave
Voice Mail (12/25)
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