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P. B. P. J. K. 
Dear CCFT Members and Friends, 
     I am pleased to share with you our 2025 Newsletter. There are many highlights 
to share from the past year and of course we want to share our plans for 2026, 
when we will be celebrating the CCFT’s 10th year in existence. Also included  are  
a few articles that you may find interesting, including: a summary of the 2025 
Slavic Festival in Houston and our participation this year written by Fr. Chovanec, 
a guest feature by Mr. Scott Carter about the Venerable Emil Kapaun and his hero-
ic actions in the Korean War, and a short article from Fr. Nesrsta about his exploits 
engaging with Czech priests and seminarians this past year. 
 We kicked off 2025 with our annual meeting/pilgrimage to Dubina and were 
involved in many events and undertakings that can be found on Page 7. The Board 
continues to hold working meetings monthly and quarterly Board Meetings to dis-
cuss upcoming events and ensure the organization is up to date.  A few personnel 
changes have taken place—I was honored to be elected President and Chairman of 
the Board, while Clay Zapalac of Richmond was elected Vice President. There is a 
new Religious Customs Committee headed by Clay intended to document and 
share religious customs of Czech immigrants to Texas. 
 For 2026 we’ll of course have our annual pilgrimage to the Diocesan Shrine 
of  Sts. Cyril and Methodius in Dubina, Texas on Saturday, Feb.  14th. At this 
meeting we will consider updating our goals—the intent is to reduce the number 
and update them for current needs, but our Mission will not change. We plan to 
update our website including sharing the customs documented by our Religious 
Customs Committee. We have implemented a “Lecturer” position at our monthly/
quarterly Board Meetings and intend to share these insights on our website as well.  
 We are always searching for additional Board Members who have abilities & 
ideas that can be utilized. Please contact me if you or someone you know has inter-
est in volunteering with the CCFT. 
  
 SvatýÊCyrileÊaÊMetoději,ÊorodujeÊzaÊnás!Ê 

          (Sts.ÊCyrilÊ&ÊMethodius,ÊprayÊforÊus!)       
          
          Sincerely yours,  
           Mike Jaška 
          CCFT President & Chairman 

CCFTÊOFFICERSÊANDÊDIRECTORS 
 

Fr. Paul Chovanec, Chaplain/Director, Houston 
pchovanec@sjmtx.com; (281) 556-5116 

  

Fr. Stephen Nesrsta, Chaplain/Director, Jarrell 
Fr. Nesrsta@yahoo.com, (254) 718-0578 

  

Fr.  Elias Rafaj, Chaplain/Director, Irving 
houstonelias@gmail.com; (713) 256-8953 

 

Michael G. Jaska, President/Chairman, Houston 
Michael@askjaska.com, (832) 788-8025 

 
Clay Zápalač, Vice President, Richmond 
ctzapalac@gmail.com, (281) 750-2920 

  

Carol Filer, Secretary/Director, Austin 
Cfiler05@aol.com; (512) 658-3409 

  

Joseph L. Peters, Treasurer/Director, El Campo 
joe.peters@reagan.com; (512) 332-6179 

  
Czech Catholic Union of Texas, the KJT, La-

Grange, Rep. by Michael Rezniček 
mareznicek5@gmail.com, (409) 771-8101 

  

KJZT Family Life, Austin, 
 Represented by Betty Vacek, 

 vacekb40@gmail.com 
(361) 222-1025 

 

Clarice Mařík Snokhous, Director, Houston 
   clarices@sbcglobal.net; (713) 840-7091 

   

Edwin C. Mařík, Director, East Bernard 
(979) 335-6402 

 

Steve Vrana, Director, Houston 
stevevrana@aol.com; (281) 216-0104 

CCFT Icon of Sts. Cyril & Methodius 
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CCFTÊatÊtheÊSlavicÊFestivalÊinÊHouston,ÊTX 
 

ByÊFr.ÊPaulÊChovanec 
PastorÊofÊSt.ÊJustinÊMartyrÊParish,ÊHouston 

CCFTÊChaplain/Director 
 

 Every year, the Slavic Alliance of Greater Houston 
sponsors the Saints Cyril and Methodius Slavic Heritage 
Festival, usually on the last Sunday of September. The 
Alliance is composed of the Czechs, Poles, Slovaks and 
Ukrainians of the Houston area and the State of Tex-
as.  Founded in 1963 by Bishop John L. Morkovsky, 
STD, Bishop of the Diocese of Galveston-Houston, and 
Father Dmytro Balzejovskij, the Pastor of the Ukrainian 
Parish of Houston, and Maurice Hafernik, the Grand 
Knight of KC Council 2917, the Festival has been cele-
brated for 62 years. The Festival is held at the Northside 
Columbus Club, 607 E. Whitney Drive in Houston, 
TX.  This year the Slovaks were the host group, and the 
chairman was Marian Dudek.  

 The Festival features food, singing and dancing that 
reflect the four Slavic members of the Alliance, and the 
Festival also includes vendors who sell a variety of 
crafts and products.  Among those vendors was Ray Ma-
rek, the brother of CCFT founder Marvin J. Marek, 
Jr.   Ray Marek produces sacred images of Christ, Mary, 
the saints and churches by skillfully burning the pictures 
onto thin sheets of linden wood and framing them.  At 
the Festival he sold lovely pictures of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, Our Lady of Hostyn, Saints Cyril and Methodi-
us, and the Diocesan Shrine of the Diocese of Victoria, 
namely the parish church of Saints Cyril and Methodius 
in Dubina, TX. Mr. Marek graciously donated the pro-
ceeds of the sale of the pictures to the endowment fund 
of the Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas.  At Ray's 
booth, literature about the Foundation was also distribut-
ed.  

 The official CCFT icon, painted by Board Member, 
Father Elias Rafaj, held a distinctive place at the Sunday 
Mass celebrated in an adjoining room before the Festi-
val began.  The multicultural Mass included readings 
and hymns in Czech, Polish, Slovak and Ukrainian. The 
CCFT icon stood to the right of the altar.  The offering 
collected at the Mass (and a percentage of the proceeds 
of the Festival) were donated to the Ukraine Relief Fund 
of the Knights of Columbus who will forward it to 
Ukraine for humanitarian aid to families there.  

 This was the second year that the CCFT took part in 
the Saints Cyril and Methodius Slavic Heritage Festival, 
and the plan is to take part in it again next year.  

 
AdditionalÊDetails: 
 
 On Saturday, Feb. 14th, 2026 lots of Texas 
Czechs will gather at the Diocesan Shrine of the 
Victoria Diocese, the Church of Saints Cyril and 
Methodius in Dubina, TX, for our annual pilgrim-
age to commemorate the founding of the Czech 
Catholic Foundation of Texas, founded by the late 
Marvin J. Marek, Sr., and to ask God to bless the 
Foundation’s  work. 
  
 In 2026 as February 14th falls exactly on Sat-
urday and as this is the memorial of Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius, Reverend Chase Goodman (Pastor) 
will celebrate a Mass in memorial of their patron 
saints and our pilgrimage will begin by attending 
along with the parish—we are thankful for their 
warm welcome! Mass will begin at 10:30 AM. 
  
 After the Mass, all are invited to a covered 
dish luncheon in the hall.  Please bring a covered 
dish to share.   After lunch, the Board will hold the 
annual meeting to give a report to the membership 
about this year’s work of the Czech Catholic 
Foundation of Texas.  All members and prospec-
tive members are invited.   
 
 For any questions regarding the pilgrimage, 
you may contact Fr. Paul at pchovanec@jmtx.com 
or (281) 556-5116. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
PLEASEÊREADÊTHISÊ 

ANNOUNCEMENT! 

 

SaveÊ theÊ Date—SaturdayÊ ,Ê FebruaryÊ 14,Ê 2026 
PilgrimageÊ toÊ DiocesanÊ ShrineÊ ofÊ Sts.Ê CyrilÊ &Ê
MethodiusÊ Church,Ê Ê Dubina,Ê TxÊ Ê MassÊ willÊ
beginÊatÊ10:30Êa.m.ÊwithÊprayersÊpreceding,Êfol-
lowedÊbyÊaÊcoveredÊdishÊ lunch,ÊandÊCCFTÊAn-
nualÊMembershipÊMeeting.ÊÊPleaseÊbringÊaÊcov-
eredÊdishÊtoÊshare.Ê ÊBringÊaÊfriend(s),ÊeveryoneÊ
isÊinvited. 
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PrayerÊtoÊtheÊInfantÊJesusÊofÊPrague 
 

O miraculous Infant Jesus, prostrate before your sa-
cred image, we beseech you to cast a merciful look on 
our troubled hearts. Let your tender Heart, so inclined 
to pity, be softened by our prayers, and grant us that 
grace for which we ardently implore you. Take from 
us all affliction and despair, all trials and misfortunes 
with which we are laden. For your sacred infancy's 
sake, hear our prayers and send us consolation and aid, 
that we may praise you, with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, forever and ever. Amen. 

CalendarÊofÊSaintsÊforÊRomanÊ&ÊByzantineÊRites 
 
(Note: CR=Czech Republic, BZ=Byzantine Catholic) 
SaintÊName ÊÊÊ  ` ÊUSA ÊÊÊÊÊÊCR ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊBZ 
St. John Neumann  Jan. 5     Mar 5 
Bl. Methodius Dominic 
Trčka, CsSR        Aug 24     Mar 23 
Sts. Cyril & Methodius  Feb 14        July 5     May 11 
St. Cyril, death of                         Feb 14 
St. Methodius, death of         Apr 6 
St. Adalbert (Vojtěch)     Apr 23    Apr 23     Apr 23 
St. John Sarkander   May 6  
St. John Nepomucene   May 16  
St. Zdislava      May 30  
St. Vitus (Patron of Prague 
      Cathedral)      June 15    June 28 
St. Ivan the Hermit             June 24 
St. Dobroslava  
(aka St. Orosia De Jaca)      June 25 
St. Procopius (Prokop)              July 4     Sep 16 
Sts. Cyril & Methodius and 
their five disciples: Sts.  
Gorazd, Clement, Nahum, 
Angelar and Sava                                July  27 
Assumption of the BlessedVirgin  
Mary/Commemoration   
of Our Lady of Hostýn               Aug 15    Aug 15
  
St. Ludmila       Sept 16     Sept 16 
St. Wenceslaus 
 (Sv.Václav)     Sept 28    Sept 28     Sept 28 
St. Agnes of Bohemia     Nov 13  
St. Nicholas (Sv.Mikuláš)   Dec 6     Dec  6  
Infant Jesus of Prague  Christmas Season 

 
PRAYÊFORÊTHEÊ 
CCFT’sÊMISSIONÊ 

SvatýÊCyrileÊaÊMetoději,ÊorodujteÊzaÊnás! 
 

2025ÊYearÊinÊReview 
ByÊFr.ÊStephenÊNesrsta 

PastorÊofÊHolyÊTrinityÊCatholicÊChurchÊofÊCornÊHill 
CCFTÊChaplain/Director 

 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 
May the peace and love of our Lord be with you all.  This year was a 
very different year as we did not have any Czech Deacons visit this 
summer.  Two were ordained later in the year and we hope they can 
come to Texas sometime in 2026.  There is an extreme shortage of 
seminarians in the Czech Republic at this time so please pray for more 
men to answer the call to the priesthood. 
 
However, four priests from the Diocese of Ostrava-Opava did visit in 
April.  They are Fr. Pavel Marek, Fr. Jan Slepička, Fr. Aleš Písařovic 
and Fr. Jakub Lasák.  They were here for about two weeks.  All but Fr. 
Jan had been here previously as deacons.  They came during a time of 
vacation to enjoy Texas Moravian Hospitality in Corn Hill.  While 
there were here we visited some of the people they first met when they 
were deacons.  We also went to the Texas State Capitol, NASA, Blur 
Bell Ice Cream Creamery, Palo Duro Canyon and Amarillo.  While in 
Amarillo we visited with Bishop Patrick Zurek.  
 
During the last school year the Czech Seminarian Fund helped to sup-
port seminarian František Nesrsta from the Diocese of Olomouc who 
studied for a year in Ireland at the seminary.  We also helped to spon-
sor the priests’ trip to Texas and we provided medical supplies to a 
priest in the Czech Republic. 
 
The Czech Seminarian Fund continues accept private donations from 
various individuals and organizations such as the CCFT.  If you would 
like to donate to this fund you may do so by sending your donation to 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 8626 FM 1105, Jarrell, Texas  76537.  
  
May God’s blessings be upon you all. 
 
Fr. Stephen Nesrsta  

 

Fr. Pavel Marek, Fr. Jan Slepička, Fr. Stephen Nesrsta, Fr. Aleš Písařovic and 
Fr. Jakub Lasák 
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VENERABLE ÊEMIL ÊKAPAUN  
By Scott Carter, Coordinator 

Office for the Beatification of Venerable Emil Kapaun 
 

NURTUREDÊBYÊTHEÊSOILÊOFÊKANSAS 
Born in 1916 in the small farming community of Pilsen in Marion, Kansas, the young Emil spent many 
hours doing chores around the family farm and helping with planting and harvest.  In his spare time he en-
joyed the same activities as most young boys: spending time outdoors, fishing, swimming in the creek, play-
ing baseball, and riding his bike.   
  
The Catholic faith was a central element of the Czech immigrant community, as well as for the Kapaun 
family.  As he grew, Emil felt a call by God to the priesthood, initially dreaming of becoming a missionary 
to share God’s love in faraway lands. 
  
Ordained a Catholic priest for the Diocese of Wichita, the missionary call never quite left Father Kapaun's 
heart.  In an almost-prophetic letter to his bishop, Father Kapaun expressed his desire to be an Army Chap-
lain: 
  
“When I was ordained, I was determined to ‘spend myself’ for God.  I was determined to do that cheerfully, 
no matter in what circumstances I would be placed or how hard a life I would be asked to lead.  That is why 
I volunteered for the Army, and that is why today I would a thousand times rather be working, deprived of 
all ordinary comforts, being a 'Father' to all my people." 
  
HISÊPARISHÊWASÊTHEÊBATTLEFRONT 
Father Kapaun became an Army Chaplain during World War II.  However, it was during the Korean War 
that Chaplain Kapaun’s heroics truly came to light. During the fierce fighting at the beginning of the war, 
Father Kapaun braved bullets and artillery fire to minister to the men of the 1st Cavalry Division.  Refusing 
safety, Kapaun went from foxhole to foxhole to administer the sacraments, provide encouragement, and to 
pray with his ‘boys’. 
  
“No bullet got me yet,” he wrote to his parents, although he did have many close calls.  “Three times I myself nearly got killed, but always the 
Lord spares me, so I can be of service to the soldiers.” 
  
At the devastating Battle of Unsan, North Korea, Nov 1-2, 1950, Father Kapaun’s biggest moment arrived.  Ambushed and greatly outnumbered, 
the chaplain roamed the battlefield, conducting his mission of mercy to the wounded and dying men.  Some he anointed, others he dragged to safe-
ty; he prayed for all. 
  
Given the chance to escape, Father Kapaun chose to stay with the wounded, knowing that he might never return home.  Even after his capture he 
risked his life to prevent the execution of a wounded American sergeant.  Years later he would be awarded the Medal of Honor, our nation’s high-
est recognition, for his valor at this battle. 
  
In a dismal North Korean Prisoner of War camp, Father Kapaun held onto his joy and reminded the men of their dignity. He picked lice, washed 
dirty clothing, stole food, and melted snow to bring the men “coffee”.  Above all he stood up to the Godless lies of their captors and prayed with 
the men. Through his many acts of charity, encouragement and humor, Father Kapaun left an enduring impact on each of the men he served. “He 
was the greatest man I ever knew,” many testified. 
  
On May 23, 1951, removed from his friends by his captors and sent to the camp "hospital" to die, he breathed his last, his body utterly spent from 
service to his fellow man.  Yet for Father Kapaun, it was not the end, nor was it an unhappy death.  As he was carried away, he forgave his captors 
and asked their forgiveness.  His last words leave us an enduring legacy: "Don’t worry about me.  I’m going where I always wanted to go, and 
when I get there, I’ll say a prayer for all of you." 
 
The Cause for his canonization has been begun, and at this point he holds the title "Venerable."  His intercession may be invoked in prayer, and 
miracles or remarkable answers to prayer may be reported to Scott Carter, the Coordinator of the Cause  at 316-202-0085 or  
FatherKapaun.org. 

Army Chaplain Fr. Emil Kapaun 
Photo credit: army.mil 

Photo credit: frkapaun.org 
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2025ÊCCFTÊEssayÊContestÊWinnerÊ 
 

 The Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas (CCFT) held its annual Youth Essay Contest. The contest was 
open to 11th and 12th grade students who are members of either CCFT, KJZT Family Life, or KJT Catholic 
Union of Texas. This year’s essay was about Saint John Nepomucene, how he became a saint and influenced 
the time and place in which he lived, and how his legacy can help Catholics on their faith journey. The impact 
of this Saint in Texas was provided by listing the many churches in Texas named after St. John Nepomucene. 
 
 Congratulations to Bradyn Krasucky who received the CCFT award for his essay titled, “Saint John 
Nepomucene.” Bradyn is a senior at El Campo High School in El Campo, Texas, attends St. Philip the Apostle 
Catholic Church in El Campo, is a graduate of St. Philip’s Catholic School, and is a member of Holy Rosary 
KJZT Society #72. Bradyn is the son of Stacey and Bradley Krasucky. The award was $500 in cash and a 
CCFT membership. 
 
 Bradyn’s award was presented by Betty Vacek, CCFT Board Member during the KJZT #72 meeting on 
October 14th in El Campo. Bradyn along with his mother, brother and grandparents Albert and Josephine 
Rucka are members of KJZT #72 of El Campo. He is the 5th generation of the family’s involvement with 
KJZT. This year’s essay theme on St John Nepomucene was so appropriate as Bradyn’s maternal side of the 
family have been members of St John Nepomucene Catholic Church in New Taiton Texas since 1911 when 
the church was built. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bradyn Krasucky 
2025 CCFT Essay Contest Winner 

“Saint John Nepomucene” 
Betty Vacek, CCFT Board Member presenting award 

Bradyn Krasucky & family with award 

CorrectionÊ toÊ 2024Ê CCFTÊ EssayÊ ContestÊ announcementÊ inÊ newsletter:Ê The photos were incorrectly 
swapped for our 2nd place winner (Alyssa Kasper) and 3rd place winner (Julia McConnell).  
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 LISTÊOFÊBENEFACTORS 
 

ThankÊyouÊforÊyourÊmembershipsÊandÊdonationsÊtoÊ
theÊCzechÊCatholicÊFoundationÊofÊTexasÊforÊ2025 
Every effort has been made to assure the accuracy of 
the members and contributors listed.  If there are omis-
sions, please accept our sincere apologies, and notify 
Dr. Joseph L. Peters at (512) 332-6179 or 
joe.peters@reagan.com.   For corrections.  Thank you. 
 
LIFETIMEÊMEMBERSHIP 
SerafíniÊ(Seraphim) 
Mrs. Judith K. Marek 
Ben & Mary Doskocil Family Foundation 
CherubíniÊ(Cherubin) 
Marek Family Foundation 
Stephen & Mary Birch Foundation 
TrůnyÊ(Thrones) 
Dr. Joseph L. Peters, Jr. 
PanstvaÊ(Dominions) 
Czech Catholic Mission of Sts. Cyril and Methodius 
KJT, Catholic Union of Texas (Main Office)  
Mr. Marshall A. Marik 
Anonymous 
Mrs. Clarice (Marik) Snokhous 
Mr. Stephen Vrana 
 
MEMBERS 
SílyÊ(Virtues) 
Fr. Paul Chovanec 
Mrs. Kathryn Otahal Craft 
Ms. Carol A. Filer 
KJT Memorial Foundation 
KJZT Family Life, Main Office 
Dr. Mark Kubala 
Mr. Raymond C. Marek 
Mr. Edwin C. Marik 
Fr. Stephen J. Nesrsta 
Fr. Elias Rafaj 
Ms. Bernadette S. Thomas 
MocnostiÊ(Powers) 
Mr. & Mrs. Leon R. & Linda H. Cernoch 
Ms. Mary Denise (Marek) Lesak 
KJT 40: St. Wenceslaus 
KJZT 114: The Guardian Angels 
KJT 119:  St. Sylvester Society 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin J., Jr. & Ruby Marek 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. & Lilia S. Marek 
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy R. & Sharon I. Saha 
Mr. Clay T. Zapalac 
ArchandĕléÊ(Archangels) 
Ms. Carolyn Filipp Beseda 
Ms. Helen Mary (Dornak) Blankenburg 
Ms. Dorothy V. Borak 
Mr Clifford William (Bill) D. Clifford 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred J. & Rosemary Ermis 
Mr. & Mrs. John & Molly A. Gerik 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. & Donna C. Hanus 

Ms. Helen M. Havelka 
Ms. Maureen O’Hare Holy 
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew & Gretchen M. Jaska 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael G. & Kathryn S. Jaska 
Mr. & Mrs. David W. & Carolyn S. Lipinsky 
Ms. Doris Jean Marek 
Mr. Eric E. McConnell 
Mr. James D. Mikes 
Mr. Allan J. Minar 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth G. & Cathleen 
Ms. Theresa M. Phinney 
Mrs. Joan Prihoda 
Fr. Luke A. Prihoda 
Fr. Paul A Raaz 
Mr. Michael Reznicek 
Mr. Joe & Donna Rychlik 
Mr. Bradley Stavinoha 
Mr. & Mrs. Emil & Connie Stavinoha 
Mr. & Mrs. Rosario & Rose Stornello 
Mr. Kyle W. Stuckly 
Mrs. Marian Nemec Tajchman 
Mrs. Kathy Drejci Taylor 
Mrs. Dorothy (Kaluza) Tichavsky 
Mrs. Frances Vesely 
Mrs. Martha Viktorin 
Mr. & Mrs. Zachary Bo & Natalie Zgabay  
AnděléÊ(Angels) 
Mr. Will Gerik 
Ms. Margaret Holik 
Mr. James Kaluza 
Ms. Alyssa Kaspar 
Mr. Bradyn Krasucky 
Mr. Christian Philip Lesak 
Ms. Michelle Lin Lesak 
Mr. & Mrs. John K. & Anne E. Marek 
Ms. Julia McConnell 
Mr. Edwin J. Peters 
Ms. Irene A. Szwarc 
Ms. Betty Vacek 
Ms. Patrice O’Hare Wolfe 
KnížataÊ(Principalities) 
KJZT 6, St. Elizabeth 

PleaseÊpayÊyourÊduesÊforÊ2026ÊonÊ
orÊbyÊFebruaryÊ14,Ê2026.ÊÊ(seeÊpageÊ7) 
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AdditionalÊUndertakingsÊandÊAchievementsÊ
CarriedÊOutÊDuringÊ2025 

 

 Many events and undertakings were carried out or 
initiated during 2025 in accordance with the goals of 
the CCFT. In addition to our annual pilgrimage to the 
Diocesan Shrine of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in Dubi-
na, Texas, the CCFT participated in the following: 
  
 
· The CCFT attended the Slavnost fest in La 

Grange, Texas in May, with a booth to promote 
the CCFT. Many visitors stopped by to pick up 
brochures/prayer cards and ask questions and/or 
make donations. 

 
· The CCFT attended the Kolač/Klobas Festival in 

East Bernard, Texas, in June, with a booth to pro-
mote the CCFT. 

 
· CCFT Chaplains Fr. Paul Chovanec and Fr. Elias 

Rafaj assisted a traveling photo exhibit of Czech 
Baroque churches (named Tempus Fugit II) in ob-
taining space and dates at the Czech Center Muse-
um Houston, which took place from July 26th to 
September 6th, 2025. 

 
· The CCFT participated in the Houston Slavic Fest 

in September where CCFT had a booth to promote 
the organization. Prayer intention forms were 
available, collected, and sent to Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius Catholic Church in Dubina. 

 
· CCFT chaplain Fr. Paul Chovanec celebrated 

Mass in Czech at Guardian Angels Parish in Wal-
lis, TX on Nov. 16th, 2025 to help celebrate the 
parish’s 125th anniversary. Director Steve Vrana 
served as cantor at Mass. 

 

 TheÊGoalsÊofÊtheÊCCFT 
 

Listed in order of priority but subject to changing cir-
cumstances and further review and approval by the 
CCFT Board of Directors. 
1. Promote the celebration of the liturgical feasts of 

the Czech Saints honored in the Roman Missal es-
pecially in parishes founded by Czech immigrants 

2. Promote the celebration of the religious customs 
practiced by Czech immigrants to Texas and their 
early descendants 

3. Promote the designation, by the Bishops of Texas, 
of a place of pilgrimage in Texas which honors 
Sts. Cyril and Methodius, the “Apostles to the 
Slavs.’ 

4. Provide grants to Texas Catholic youth leaders to 
visit their counterparts in the Czech Republic and 
to evangelize one another in the Czech Republic 
and in Texas 

5. Provide grants, if needed, to continue the annual 
visits of newly ordained transitional Czech dea-
cons to Texas in the program established by Rev. 
Stephen Nesrsta 

6. Provide grants for the translation of Czech reli-
gious writings into English and publishing them  

7. Provide scholarships for Texas college students 
who commit to studying Czech Catholicism’s sa-
cred music, liturgy, history, and literature and their 
use by the Czech immigrants and their descend-
ants, and to sharing their knowledge with Texas 
Czech Catholics  

 

TheÊLogoÊExplained 

The logo symbolizes Czech immigration to Texas, the implemen-
tation of the Faith Saints Cyril and Methodius brought to them 
under the cross of the Eastern or Byzantine Church, and the acro-
nym  CCFT depicting its mission for the continuation of the 
preservation and celebration of this legacy, as defined in its Mis-
sion Statement. 
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SaintsÊCyrilÊ&ÊMethodiusÊEndowmentÊFund 
 

 Eventually earnings from this permanent endowment 
fund will fully support the goals adopted by the CCFT.  The 
endowment is making progress toward this end, but, of 
course, the rapidity and the degree of implementation of the 
goals listed below are dependent upon the annual earnings 
of the endowment which in turn is dependent on the size of 
the endowment.  Consequently it is urged that members 
make contributions in addition to their dues. 
 Please support the CCFT’s mission. All donations to 
the endowment or for membership should be made payable 
to the Czech Catholic Foundation of Texas. 
 As of 10/6/2025 the endowment fund contained 
$254,221.19 in principal and earnings (All 2025 earnings 
are not yet included in this number since they won’t be re-
ported to CCFT until a little later in 2026).  If you have not 
already made a donation to the fund, and God has blessed 
you with the ability to do so, please do it now, and become 
a part of preserving the legacy of the culture and faith that 
our Czech Catholic immigrant forefathers have passed on to 
us.  Your contribution will help in the continuation of this 
legacy through the implementation of the goals listed be-
low. 
 

  

DONATEÊORÊPAYÊYOURÊDUESÊFORÊ2026Ê
MEMBERSHIP AND/OR DONORS FORM 

Honor your Czech Predecessors 
Donations are cumulative 

AndělskéÊkůryÊÊÊ ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊLevelÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊMembership  
(Choirs of Angels)  
□ÊSerafíni ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ $50,000ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊLifetime  
      (Seraphim)  
□ÊCherubíni ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ $25,000ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊLifetime 
     (Cherubim) 
□ÊTrůnyÊ ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ $10,000ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊLifetime 
     (Thrones)                                  Ê        Ê 
□ÊPanstvaÊ ÊÊÊ ÊÊ$5,000ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊLifetime 
    (Dominions) 
□ÊSíly ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ ÊÊ$1,000 
    (Virtues)                                 
□ÊMocnosti  ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ$500Ê ÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
    (Powers)                                
□ÊArchanděléÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ$100Ê 
     (Archangels)       
(Note:ÊDonationsÊofÊanyÊamountÊwillÊbeÊreco-
nized) 

AnnualÊMembership 
□ÊKnížata ÊÊÊÊÊÊ$150ÊOrganizations 
ÊÊÊ(Principalities)                             
□ÊAndělé  Ê$35ÊIndividualsÊorÊ$50ÊFamilyÊÊ 
    (Angels)   
Membership:Ê$35ÊIndividualÊ__,ÊorÊ$50Ê__ÊFamily 
DonationÊ$__________,ÊIncl.ÊMemorial__Honoree__ 
Name________________________________________ 
Street________________________________________ 
City,ÊState,ÊZipÊ_________________________________ 
PhoneÊNumber________________________________ 
Email________________________________________ 
  

ReceiveÊcurrentÊnews,ÊmonthlyÊMassesÊforÊ
donors,Êmembers,ÊhonoreesÊandÊthoseÊme-
morialized,ÊnoticesÊofÊCCFTÊevents,Êetc.Ê 
Person(s)ÊtoÊbeÊhonoredÊorÊmemorialized:Ê 
Name(s)__________________________________ 
NameÊofÊpersonÊtoÊreceiveÊnoticeÊofÊgift:Ê 
Name____________________________________ 
Address__________________________________ 
City,ÊStateÊZip____________________________ 
  

BequestsÊorÊdonationsÊofÊpropertyÊaccepted. 
PleaseÊsendÊyourÊmembershipÊfeesÊonÊorÊbyÊ
FebruaryÊ14Ê2026Êto:Ê 

CzechÊCatholicÊFoundationÊofÊTexas 
c/oÊDr.ÊJosephÊL.ÊPeters,ÊPh.D.,ÊTreasurer 

619ÊDorothyÊStreet 
ElÊCampo,ÊTexasÊ77437-2708 

 

Donations for CCFT Saints Cyril & Methodius 
Endowment Fund are accepted at any time. 

 

CCFTÊisÊaÊ501(c)(3)Ênon-profitÊfoundation,ÊandÊanyÊcontri-
butionsÊareÊtaxÊdeductibleÊtoÊtheÊextentÊallowedÊbyÊlaw. 

  


