
From Fr. Jim
My dear sisters and brothers in 

Christ,
I have had a very Holy Spirit 

filled summer. I spent a week at 
the Franciscan University Priest, 
Deacon, Seminarian Retreat in 
June. Fr John Riccardo and the 
ACTS XXIX Team were the pre-
senters of a very powerful theme: 
“Speak Lord, Your Servant is Listening”  The week 
revolved around four basic themes to ponder and soul-
fully consider.  Father God, by what name do you call 
me? Do you know me?  Jesus, lovingly reveals the 
one thing that keeps me from wholeheartedly follow-
ing you.  Lord, expose for me, the enemy’s primary 
strategy to wreck my life. And,  Lord Jesus, make 
known to me the most important thing to focus on 
RIGHT NOW.

The week was about how to rediscover the true 
Mission that Jesus entrusted to us in this changing 
culture, moving from “maintenance to Mission” from 
Christendom to Christianity and being equipped for 
mission and leadership for the Church and the World 
today. 

My second event was the Magnificat Conference in 
Tampa, Florida for a weekend in July. It was hot, yes 
but we were inside most of the time, except to go out 
to warm up from the air-conditioning. This weekend 
too had some powerful talks about demonstrating 
and using our Gifts of the Holy Spirit in the Magnificat  
meetings, witnessing our faith and encouraging our 
mission to bring others (women from families and par-
ishes) together. 

Then during that week I had the privilege of the 
Encounter Conference in downtown Toledo. Some 
4,000 people attended the three day event, 200 
priests from all over the country and world, reli-
gious sisters and seminarians. I met several folks 
from Australia, Slovakia, Canada, South America, the 
Caribbean Islands, as well as from all over the USA.

Imagine that, right here in Toledo, Ohio. The Holy 
(Continued inside)

From Dcn. Leon
“Do you not know that your 

body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have from 
God, and you are not your own?”  
(1 Cor 6:19) Yes we are not on our 
own, the Holy Spirit will guide us 
in all matters.

If you were Baptized in the Holy 
Spirit and received the Gifts of the 

Holy Spirit, you may have used some of the gifts to 
build up the body of Christ, but is there one gift that 
you were afraid to use? If you said no to one of God’s 
gifts, remember He created you in His image, and using 
this gift could bless His church.  So don’t be afraid to try 
something new. What do I do? Pray, pray and ask for 
the gift of courage and to surrender yourself.

By our Baptism, we became a living temple of the 
Holy Spirit. What does it mean to be a living temple of 
the Holy Spirit? As a living temple we house the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. In that temple we worship God as 
Father, Jesus as our savior redeemer, and the Holy 
Spirit as our sanctifier with gifts. The gifts are not to 
be locked up in our temple, they were given to us to 
use to build up the Living Body of Christ. When people 
come into our temple, we are to build them up with the 
gifts we are given. How is your faith in action building 
them? 

Baptism in the Spirit, is a life-transforming experience 
of the love of God the Father poured into one’s heart 
by the Holy Spirit, received through a surrender to the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ. It brings alive sacramental 
Baptism and Confirmation, deepens communion with 
God and with fellow Christians, enkindles evangelistic 
fervor and equips a person with charisms for service 
and mission. Baptism in the Holy Spirit, Jesus and His 
presence becoming more real for us; experiencing 
God’s love in our lives and a new joy in our faith; a 
release from fears and a greater sense of security and 
a peace as a child of God. Scripture becomes alive for 
us; expectant faith that God will work through us; open-
ness to inspirations, prophetic insights from the Holy 
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Spirit was definitely breathing on us.
Lastly we, (MCCR) offered a Life in the Spirit 

Seminar at Maria Stein Retreat Center on the weekend 
of August 8, 9 and 10. We had 28 participants plus the 
team. There are seven talks given during the weekend 
with small groups following each session. The basic 
Kerygma is shared (like John Riccardo’s Rescue book), 
God’s love; Salvation; New Life in Christ: Receiving 
God’s Gifts; Receiving the Baptism of the Holy Spirit; 
Growth in the Gifts of the Holy Spirit; and Transformation 
of yourself and your environment.

Obviously there are any number of topics that could 
be shared, but the one that came to mind was a com-
mon but simple gesture we all do at church and can 
easily be done in our homes. That simple gesture is 
blessing ourselves with holy water and/or blessed salt. 
This practice goes way back in our Jewish ancestry with 
the recitation of the Shema.

Shema: (lit. “hear”); the daily declaration of faith, 
recited in the morning and evening prayers and before 
retiring for the night. “Hear oh Israel you shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.” A mezuzah (הָזוּזְמ) is a parchment 
scroll, on which the Shema is handwritten. It is mounted 
on the right side of the doorpost of a Jewish home and 
reminds us of God and our heritage. It also invites God’s 
watchful care over the home. A kosher mezuzah on the 
doors of a home or office protects the inhabitants — 
whether they are inside or outside. 

When we come into a Catholic church the first thing 
is to bless ourselves with holy water, to both remind 
ourselves of our baptism (that we are recreated by God 
in his image and likeness and filled with His Holy Spirit) 

From Fr. Jim (cont. from front page) and that by baptism we have a right to be in the church, 
we belong there. When we leave, in addition to the cel-
ebrant’s final blessing, the water can remind us that we 
are on mission to bring the Good News of Jesus to all 
we meet in the coming week and to BE a blessing and 
Eucharist to all we meet.

A holy water font by our door at home can remind 
us of the same thing. We are blessed and are called 
to be a blessing to our world by bringing Christ into 
our daily environments. We can bless ourselves and 
one another, spouses and children. We can also anoint 
our senses for the daily mission: our forehead, that our 
thoughts may be holy; our eyes, that we may see Christ 
in everyone we meet; our ears, that we may hear and 
truly listen to one another and for God’s voice; our heart 
that we may experience God’s love and share our love 
for him and others we meet during the day. Our hands 
that we may do good work and service for others; finally 
our feet, that we may always walk in the ways of the 
Lord. 

Upon coming home we can repeat this anointing just 
as a reminder that the Lord was with us all day through 
and we can be thankful for His guidance.

You can use a little font or just a dish with holy water 
in it. Also, blessed salt, if you want. There is always holy 
water available for home use in our churches.

As we use this sacramental, a simple gesture, the 
mindfulness of God’s blessings through the day can 
make a real difference in our lives and in the lives of all 
we meet on any given day.  After all we are a Sacrament 
and Eucharist for the world.

God bless you,
Your brother in Christ,

Fr Jim Brown

To reach the MCCR, please call David Ordorica, Executive Director: 734-888-8197

Spirit; a greater desire for charisms (spiritual gifts) to 
empower our ministry, a greater desire for prayer; and 
an openness to people to have greater understanding, 
and expectancy, of what can happen in them through 
the encounter with the Holy Spirit that comes through 
baptism in the Holy Spirit.

To receive and grow the gifts of the Holy, we need to 
TSBR, to remember these four words; Trust; Surrender; 
Believe; Receive.

TRUST: Do you trust in the WORD? The 
WORD is Jesus and Jesus speaks the truth. 
“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom do I fear?  
The Lord is my life’s refuge; of whom am I afraid?”  
(Psalm 27: 1)

SURRENDER: Do you surrender to God’s 
will and the gifts of grace he has for you every 
day of your life? He is calling you to do his will 
without delay, daily with love and compassion.  
“So humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your worries 

upon him because he cares for you.” (1Peter 5: 6-7)
BELIEVE: It takes faith to receive God gifts. 

“But he should ask in faith, not doubting, for the one 
who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven 
and tossed about by the wind. For that person must 
not suppose that he will receive anything from the 
Lord, since he is a man of two minds, unstable in all 
his ways.”  (James 1: 6-7)

RECEIVE: Opening our hearts, minds, bodies and 
souls completely to God and allowing Him to work 
unimpeded on our souls and in our lives. Opening 
up to and accepting the grace and gift of His 
total love he has for us with no strings attached.   
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For 
the one who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, 
finds; and the one who knocks, the door will be 
opened.”  (Matthew 7:7-8)

God Bless,
Your Brother in Christ, 

Dcn Leon Holmer

From Dcn Leon (cont. from front page)



MONDAY:
Assumption - Holy Trinity Prayer Group  	  7:00 p.m. 
Judy Cole	 (419) 367-8385

Huron, St. Peter’s, Chapel	 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Women’s Rosary & Shared Prayer  
Diane Dudenhofer	 (419) 602-0627

Port Clinton	 9:30-11:30 a.m.  
Joan Nunnery	 (440) 390-0054

TUESDAY:
Toledo, Epiphany of the Lord, St. Thomas Aquinas chapel  1:30 p.m.  
Emmaus Community Enter in door at top of handicap ramp.  
Cancelled if the same day as a Night of Healing event.  
David Bland	 (419) 322-8282

Ottawa Areawide (SS Peter & Paul in chapel)	 7:30 p.m. 
Sharon Rump	 (419) 615-3513            

THURSDAY:
Defiance, Beacon of Love       	 7:00 p.m. 
St John (Basement: Sts Mark & Matthew room)   
Sandy Diehl      	  (419) 770-0057
Toledo, SS. Peter/Paul      	 7:00 p.m. 
Candy Cordova      Hispanic	 (419) 377-8053

FRIDAY:
Defiance, St. Mary    Hispanic	 6:00 p.m. 
Fela Trevino	 (419) 784-4508

SATURDAY:
Fremont, St. Jos.     Hispanic	 7:00 p.m. 
Silvia Garza	 (567) 201-8686

AREA CONTACTS: call about living a Charismatic life

Fremont, Judy Good	 (419) 366-1025
Lima, St. Gerard, Jerry & Sharon Laurent	 (419) 331-1763

Norwalk, St. Paul’s, Bev Reichert	 (419) 706-0464

***Call contacts with questions about prayer groups, growing in your gifts, or living a Charismatic life***

Diocese of Toledo Charismatic Prayer Meetings and Contacts

Coming Events 2025 - 2026 

Sign up for our email news on our website www.mccrholyspirit.org contact form or email us: mccrholyspirit@gmail.com 
or follow our MCCR Facebook for updates https://www.facebook.com/MCCR-297908527073164/

7:00 pm   4 LOCATIONS
SEP. 9  | OCT 15 | NOV 18 | DEC 1

WORSHIP   WORD   HEALING   ADORATION   WITNESS   RECONCILIATION

Life in the Spirit Retreat

28 candidates attended our  
August Life in the Spirit 
Retreat. It was a powerful 
weekend and the Holy Spirit 
and His Gifts were were 
poured out on them and our 
15 team members.

   If you have never attended a LIS Retreat, we are  
planning some in 2026 - check out our website or sign 
up for our eNews. We will send out information about 
our retreats as soon as they are scheduled. 
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The Holy Spirit was poured out powerfully at our 
August Life in the Spirit Retreat. There were 28 
candidates and 15 team members.

Many locations  
around the Diocese
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LIS Retreats - 2026




