
1: The Gift of Hope 

Introduction  

• Today I invite you to hear some words of hope as we enter the season 
of Advent in expectation for Christmas. Over the next four weeks, we 
will unwrap the gifts of Christmas as we journey through the Advent 
season. This is our chance to listen to the stories, to remember the 
true meaning of Christmas, to wait in expectation for the arrival of 
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.  

• The point is not to get rid of the trappings and traditions and 
celebrations all around us but to take a purposeful journey through 
them to more deeply experience the gifts of Christmas: hope, love, 
peace, and joy.  

Entering Advent- Explain what Advent is.  

• Advent is not just an extension of Christmas—it is a season that links 
the past, present, and future. 

• Advent offers us the opportunity to share in the ancient longing for 
the coming of the Messiah, to celebrate His birth, and to be alert for 
His second coming.  

• One of the common traditions of Advent is what we did first in our 
worship service today, the lighting of the candles on an Advent 
wreath. 

• And the lighting of five candles throughout the season—one for each 
of the four Sundays before Christmas and one on Christmas Eve—
represents Jesus’s coming to a world lost in darkness.  

As the prophet Isaiah wrote, “The people walking in darkness have seen a 
great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned” 
(Isaiah 9:2).  

• In a season often marked by frenzied busyness, Advent is an 
opportunity to set aside time to prepare our hearts and help us place 
our focus on a far greater story than our own—the story of God’s 
redeeming love for our world.  



• Advent is not a celebration that God comes to fix things—from broken 
computers to broken families to broken and hurting lives. Rather, 
simply, Advent is a celebration that God comes. In the darkness, in the 
pain, in the chaos, He comes. And He makes a way.  

Hope- What do we mean by Hope?  

• What statements do you typically hear people make that involve 
hope?  

• Our hope is actually a “know-so” rather than a “maybe-so.” (repeat)  

• Let’s unwrap this gift of hope by looking at hope past, hope present, 
and hope future as we journey toward Christmas. 

1. Hope Past  

• What is the longest you’ve waited for something?  

• The people of Israel knew all about waiting. Their entire history was 
marked by waiting as they looked forward to the coming of a Messiah 
who would set them free.  

 
The Old Testament is full of prophecies about this Messiah. Isaiah 7:14 is 
one example: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”  

• The promise didn’t always make the waiting easy.  

• Yes, many prophecies were fulfilled in Jesus’s coming, but others are 
yet to be completed when He comes again.  

• So what can purposeful waiting this Advent season do for us? 

2. Hope Present  

• In the midst of life’s questions, do you ever find yourself wishing that 
Gabriel would just show up and let you know what to expect?  

  



• But in Mary’s case, perhaps it would have been easier not to know.  

• Today, as we begin Advent, we know and hold fast to that hope.  

• Jesus has come and made a way for us to be one with God, through 
His forgiveness of our sin. His coming changes everything.  

• Our present hope in Jesus doesn’t stop the storms of life.  

3. Hope Future  

• While our focus leading up to Christmas is naturally on the birth of 
Jesus and His arrival in our world, Advent is also about the future.  

• Advent is not just about preparing our hearts for Christmas but also 
about preparing our hearts for when Christ comes again.  

• We experience the pain and suffering of today and wait in eager hope 
for the future.  

• It’s hard to be patient. It’s hard to wait. 

• But I encourage you to lean in and unwrap the gift of hope today.  

No matter what the department stores try to tell you, Christmas has not yet 
arrived. 

 This is Advent—a season of preparation, waiting, expectation. 

 There is value as well as excitement in patient and expectant waiting.  

May this be a season of wonder as you discover the gifts Jesus offers to you 
this Christmas: hope, love, joy, and peace. 

 

Closing Prayer: God, thank You that in this season of Advent we can unwrap 
Your gift of hope. Help us to remember hope past, hold tightly to hope in our 
present realities, and wait with expectation for hope to be fulfilled when 
Christ comes again.  

 
 


