🦎 Giant Madagascar Day Gecko Care Guide
🌍 Natural History & Overview
· Scientific name: Phelsuma grandis 
· Common name: Giant Madagascar Day Gecko 
· Origin: Northern Madagascar 
· Habitat: Tropical forests, often near human dwellings 
· Lifespan: 10–20 years in captivity 
· Size: 8–12 inches (one of the largest day geckos) 
These geckos are diurnal (active during the day) and known for their bright green coloration with red markings and sticky toe pads for climbing.

🏠 Enclosure Setup
📏 Size
· Minimum (1 adult): 18” x 18” x 24” (tall) 
· Ideal: 24” x 18” x 36”+ 
· Vertical space is critical—they are arboreal 
🌿 Interior Design
· Use: 
· Bamboo or cork tubes 
· Vertical branches 
· Dense live or artificial plants (pothos, ficus, bromeliads) 
· Provide multiple hiding and climbing areas 
🧼 Substrate
· Coconut fiber, bioactive soil mix, or reptile-safe bark 
· Optional bioactive setup helps maintain humidity 

🌡️ Temperature & Heating
· Daytime ambient: 75–82°F 
· Basking spot: 85–90°F 
· Night: 70–75°F 
Use:
· Overhead heat lamp (halogen or basking bulb) 
· Thermostat recommended 

💡 Lighting (Very Important)
· UVB required 
· Use linear UVB (5.0–7% strength) 
· Replace every 6–12 months 
· Photoperiod: 10–12 hours light daily 
UVB is essential for calcium metabolism and preventing metabolic bone disease.

💧 Humidity & Hydration
· Humidity: 60–80% 
· Mist 1–2 times daily 
· Allow enclosure to dry slightly between mistings 
They drink water droplets from leaves rather than bowls.

🥗 Diet & Feeding
🍽️ Diet Type: Omnivore
🐜 Insects (Primary Protein)
· Crickets 
· Dubia roaches 
· Black soldier fly larvae 
· Occasional waxworms (treat) 
🍯 Fruit Diet
· Commercial gecko diets (like Repashy or Pangea) 
· Occasional mashed fruits (banana, mango, papaya) 
🗓️ Feeding Schedule
· Juveniles: Daily 
· Adults: Every other day 
🧂 Supplements
· Calcium (no D3): most feedings 
· Calcium with D3: 1–2x weekly 
· Multivitamin: 1x weekly 

🧠 Behavior & Temperament
· Fast, alert, and not handleable 
· Can drop skin or tails when stressed 
· Best suited as a display species 
· Males can be territorial—house singly unless experienced 

👫 Handling
· Avoid handling unless necessary 
· Skin is delicate and tears easily 
· Use slow movements if interaction is required 

🧽 Maintenance
· Spot clean daily 
· Deep clean monthly (unless bioactive) 
· Clean glass regularly (they leave droppings on surfaces) 

⚠️ Common Health Issues
· Metabolic Bone Disease (MBD) – from lack of UVB/calcium 
· Dehydration – low humidity or poor misting 
· Parasites – from wild-caught or poor hygiene 
· Stuck shed – improper humidity 

🥚 Breeding Notes (Optional)
· Females lay 2 eggs at a time, often attached to surfaces 
· Eggs may be hard to remove—many keepers incubate in place 
· Incubation: ~60–90 days depending on temperature 

✅ Quick Care Summary
· Arboreal vertical enclosure 
· High humidity + daily misting 
· Strong UVB + heat gradient 
· Insects + fruit-based diet 
· Minimal handling

