Uroplatus lineatus (Lined Leaf-Tailed Gecko) – Complete Care Guide

Species Overview
· Common Name: Lined Leaf-Tailed Gecko 
· Scientific Name: Uroplatus lineatus 
· Origin: Eastern Madagascar 
· Size: 10–12 inches total length 
· Lifespan: 8–12+ years (with proper care) 
· Behavior: Nocturnal, arboreal, shy 
· Experience Level: Intermediate to advanced 
This species is known for its incredible bark-mimicking camouflage and vertical resting posture.

Enclosure Setup
Size
· Minimum (1 adult): 18" x 18" x 24" (vertical) 
· Ideal: 24" x 18" x 36" or larger 
· Always prioritize height over floor space 
Type
· Glass terrarium or PVC enclosure with excellent ventilation 
· Front-opening enclosures are preferred for reduced stress 

Environmental Conditions
Temperature
· Daytime: 72–78°F 
· Night: 65–72°F 
· Avoid temperatures above 82°F (heat stress risk) 
👉 No basking spot needed—ambient gradient is enough

Humidity
· Target: 70–100% 
· Heavy misting 2–3 times daily 
· Allow slight drying between mistings to prevent mold 

Lighting
· Low to moderate lighting 
· UVB (optional but beneficial): 
· Low output (2.0–5.0) 
· 10–12 hours daily cycle 

Substrate
· Bioactive recommended but not required 
Good Options:
· Coconut fiber 
· Cypress mulch 
· ABG mix (for bioactive setups) 
Add leaf litter to help maintain humidity and provide cover

Furnishing & Decor
Must-Haves:
· Vertical cork bark tubes/panels 
· Branches and vines 
· Dense foliage (live or artificial) 
Live Plant Suggestions:
· Pothos 
· Ficus 
· Philodendron 
· Bromeliads 
👉 Provide multiple vertical hiding/resting spots

Diet & Feeding
Primary Diet:
· Live insects only 
Staple Feeders:
· Crickets 
· Dubia roaches 
· Black soldier fly larvae 
· Occasional silkworms or hornworms 
Feeding Schedule:
· Adults: 2–3 times per week 
· Juveniles: 4–5 times per week 

Supplementation:
· Calcium (no D3): every feeding 
· Calcium with D3: 1–2x weekly 
· Multivitamin: 1x weekly 
👉 Gut-load all feeders with nutritious foods

Hydration
· Do not use water bowls as primary source 
· They drink from water droplets on leaves 
· Heavy misting is critical for hydration 

Handling & Temperament
· Very delicate and easily stressed 
· Not a handleable species 
· May drop tail or exhibit defensive behavior if stressed 
👉 Best suited as a display animal

Cleaning & Maintenance
Routine:
· Spot clean waste regularly 
· Replace substrate every 1–2 months (non-bioactive) 
Bioactive:
· Minimal cleaning, maintain cleanup crew 
· Monitor mold and humidity balance 

Health & Common Issues
Watch For:
· Dehydration: wrinkled skin, lethargy 
· Respiratory infections: wheezing, mucus 
· Shedding issues: stuck shed on toes/tail 
· Stress: refusal to eat, hiding excessively 

Breeding Notes (Advanced)
· Requires seasonal cycling (cooler temps and humidity shifts) 
· Females lay 2 eggs per clutch 
· Eggs should be incubated at ~72–75°F 
· Incubation period: ~60–90 days 

Key Care Tips
· Keep temperatures cool and stable 
· Maintain high humidity with airflow 
· Provide dense vertical cover 
· Avoid excessive handling 
· Focus on hydration via misting

