
OVERVIEW
· Common Name: Rhinoceros Iguana 
· Origin: Caribbean (Hispaniola – Haiti & Dominican Republic) 
· Size: 2–4.5 ft total length 
· Weight: 10–20+ lbs 
· Lifespan: 20–40+ years in captivity 
· Temperament: Generally docile but territorial and powerful 
Difficulty Level: Advanced keeper (large, powerful, long-lived species)

ENCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS
Size
· Minimum indoor: 8’L x 4’W x 4’H (absolute minimum) 
· Recommended: Custom room-sized or outdoor enclosure 
· Best setup: Outdoor enclosure in warm climates 
Setup
· Heavy-duty construction (they are strong and destructive) 
· Secure locking system 
· Visual barriers for stress reduction 
Furnishings
· Large basking platforms (rock/wood) 
· Hides (at least one warm side, one cool side) 
· Digging/burrowing areas 
· Branches/logs for climbing (limited—mostly terrestrial) 
Substrate
· Soil/sand mix (best) 
· Packed dirt with leaf litter 
· Avoid loose particle ingestion risks (fine sand alone) 
Cohabitation
· NOT recommended 
· Males are highly territorial 

TEMPERATURE & HEATING
Daytime Temps
· Ambient: 80–90°F 
· Basking spot: 100–110°F 
Night Temps
· 70–75°F (no drastic drops) 
Heating Equipment
· High-output basking bulbs 
· Ceramic heat emitters (if needed at night) 
Important
· Large enclosures require multiple heat zones 

LIGHTING
UVB REQUIREMENTS
· Essential for survival 
· Use: 
· T5 HO 10.0–12% UVB 
· Distance: 
· ~12–18 inches from basking area 
Photoperiod
· 12–14 hours light daily 
Outdoor Benefit
· Natural sunlight is superior to artificial UVB 

HUMIDITY
· Ideal range: 50–70% 
· Provide: 
· Light misting 
· Moist substrate areas 
· Avoid constant wet conditions (risk of infection) 

DIET
Diet Type
· Primarily herbivorous 
· Occasional opportunistic omnivore 
Staple Diet (70–80%)
· Collard greens 
· Mustard greens 
· Dandelion greens 
· Turnip greens 
Vegetables (10–20%)
· Squash 
· Bell peppers 
· Green beans 
· Carrots 
Fruits (5–10%)
· Mango 
· Papaya 
· Berries 
· Banana (sparingly) 
Occasional Protein (rare)
· Insects or small animal matter (very limited) 
Feeding Schedule
· Juveniles: Daily 
· Adults: 4–5x per week 
Supplements
· Calcium (no D3 if proper UVB): 2–3x/week (juveniles more often) 
· Multivitamin: 1x/week 

WATER
· Large shallow water dish 
· Change daily 
· Some individuals soak regularly 

TEMPERAMENT & HANDLING
· Typically calmer than green iguanas 
· Can become very tame with consistent interaction 
· Risks: 
· Powerful bite 
· Tail whip 
· Sharp claws 
Behavior Notes
· Diurnal (active during day) 
· Territorial, especially males 
· Head-bobbing = communication or warning 

ENRICHMENT
· Free-roam time (supervised) 
· Outdoor sun exposure 
· Rearranged enclosure items 
· Digging opportunities 

GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT
· Rapid growth first 2–3 years 
· Sexual maturity: 
· Females: ~2–3 years 
· Males: ~4–5 years 

BREEDING (ADVANCED)
· Seasonal breeders (spring) 
· Females lay: 
· 2–34 eggs (avg ~17) 
· Incubation: 
· ~85 days 
Note: Requires large nesting areas and controlled incubation

COMMON HEALTH ISSUES
· Metabolic Bone Disease (low UVB/calcium) 
· Obesity (too much fruit) 
· Parasites (wild-caught or poor hygiene) 
· Respiratory infections (cold/damp conditions) 
· Mouth rot (poor sanitation) 

CLEANING & MAINTENANCE
· Spot clean daily 
· Replace substrate regularly 
· Deep clean monthly 
· Disinfect surfaces and decor 

PROS & CONS
Pros
· Long lifespan companion 
· Intelligent and interactive 
· Hardy when properly kept 
· Unique prehistoric appearance 
Cons
· Requires massive enclosure 
· Expensive setup and feeding 
· Can be dangerous if mishandled 
· Not beginner-friendly 

FINAL SUMMARY
Cyclura cornuta is one of the best large lizards for experienced keepers—but only if you can provide:
· Very large space 
· High heat + strong UVB 
· Plant-heavy diet 
· Consistent interaction 
This species thrives best in outdoor enclosures or dedicated indoor rooms, not typical reptile tanks.

