Overview
· Common Name: Panther Chameleon 
· Scientific Name: Furcifer pardalis 
· Origin: Madagascar (coastal regions) 
· Lifespan: 
· Males: 5–7 years 
· Females: 2–4 years 
· Adult Size: 
· Males: 16–20 inches 
· Females: 10–14 inches 
· Difficulty Level: Intermediate 
Panther chameleons are one of the most colorful and popular chameleon species, but they require precise environmental control and daily care.

Enclosure Setup
Cage Type
· Screen enclosure (preferred) for ventilation 
· Avoid glass tanks (can cause respiratory issues) 
Minimum Size
· Adult male: 24” x 24” x 48” tall 
· Adult female: 18” x 18” x 36” tall 
Height is critical—they are arboreal.
Interior Setup
· Dense live or artificial plants 
· Horizontal and diagonal branches 
· Multiple basking and hiding areas 
Recommended Plants (live preferred)
· Pothos 
· Ficus 
· Schefflera (umbrella plant) 
Substrate
· Bare bottom recommended (easy cleaning) 
· Or use paper towels 
· Avoid loose substrates (risk of ingestion) 

Temperature & Lighting
Temperature Gradient
· Basking spot: 88–95°F (males), 85–90°F (females) 
· Ambient: 72–80°F 
· Night drop: 65–72°F 
Lighting
· UVB required: Linear T5 HO 5.0 or 6% 
· Replace UVB bulb every 6–12 months 
· Provide 12-hour light cycle 
Basking Light
· Standard incandescent or halogen bulb 
· Positioned above basking branch 

Humidity & Hydration
Humidity Range
· Day: 50–70% 
· Night: 80–100% (important) 
Watering
· Mist 2–4 times daily 
· Use a dripper system for constant access 
· Chameleons rarely drink from bowls 
Important
· Leaves must hold water droplets 
· Proper hydration prevents kidney issues 

Diet & Feeding
Staple Feeders
· Crickets 
· Dubia roaches 
· Black soldier fly larvae 
· Silkworms 
Occasional Treats
· Hornworms 
· Superworms (limited) 
· Waxworms (rare—fatty) 
Feeding Schedule
· Juveniles: Daily 
· Adults: Every other day 
Supplementation
· Calcium (no D3): Every feeding 
· Calcium with D3: 2x monthly 
· Multivitamin: 2x monthly 
Gut Loading
Feed insects nutrient-rich foods:
· Collard greens 
· Mustard greens 
· Squash 
· Carrots 

Handling & Behavior
· Generally display animals, not for frequent handling 
· Handling causes stress 
· Males are territorial and solitary 
Signs of Stress
· Dark coloration 
· Hissing or gaping 
· Attempting to flee 

Shedding
· Juveniles: Shed frequently 
· Adults: Shed every few months 
· Ensure proper humidity for clean sheds 

Health & Common Issues
Common Problems
· Dehydration (most common) 
· Metabolic Bone Disease (MBD) from poor UVB/calcium 
· Respiratory infections from poor ventilation 
· Parasites (wild-caught individuals) 
Healthy Signs
· Bright, alert eyes 
· Strong grip 
· Regular appetite 
· Well-formed feces (brown + white urate) 

Sexing (Male vs Female)
Males
· Larger 
· Much brighter coloration 
· More territorial 
Females
· Smaller 
· More subdued colors 
· Can lay eggs even without mating 

Breeding Notes (Basic)
· Females require a laying bin (moist sand/soil mix) 
· Egg binding is a serious risk without proper setup 
· Clutch size: 10–40 eggs 
· Incubation: ~6–12 months 

Cleaning & Maintenance
· Spot clean daily 
· Deep clean enclosure monthly 
· Clean misting/drip systems weekly 
· Remove uneaten insects 

Key Tips for Success
· Prioritize hydration and airflow 
· Use live plants whenever possible 
· Avoid overhandling 
· Monitor temps and humidity with digital gauges 
· Invest in quality UVB lighting

