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OPINION

Letters to the Editor
WomackPublishingwelcomesletterstothe

editoronmattersofpublicconcern.Letters

mustbesignedwithfullnameandinclude

thewriter’saddressandtelephonenumber

(telephonenumbersareusedforverifica-

tiononly).Lettersmaybeeditedforlength,

clarity,accuracyandgrammar.Womack

Publishingwillacceptnomorethantwolet-

terspermonth,perpersonororganization.

WomackPublishingreservestherighttoedit

orrejectanyletteratthediscretionofthe

publisher.Sendlettersto:BrunswickTimes-

Gazette,P.O.Box250,Lawrenceville,Va.

23868oremailtonews@brunswicktimes-

gazette.com.Thephonenumberis

(434)634-4153.
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Lee Harris
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To the Editor:

BACKGROUND
Thisfightstarted threeyearsago(2019)whena land-
owner in Ebony accepted an offer to purchase from a
developmentcompanylookingtobuildaDollarGeneral
that was contingent on the land in a largely rural, resi-
dential/agricultural community being rezoned fromA-1
Agriculture to B-1 Business to accommodate the store
requirements.PerSubdivisionOrdinancesthatreflectthe
ComprehensivePlan,business is intentionallycontrolled
inanA-1districtviaaConditionalUsePermit to insure
thereisnodamagetothecharacterandwell-beingofthe
impactedcommunity.
This changewas not alignedwith theComprehensive
Plan and Virginia statutes and completely disregarded
thenegative impacts to thecommunity.This isaclassic
exampleofunchecked,destructiveover-developmentina
protectedareathatproperenforcementofzoningandland
usemanagementareintendedtopreventandentrustedto
theCountyleadershiptoenforce.
Withprevailingoppositionvoicedthroughpublichear-
ingsforboththePlanningCommissionmeetingandBoard
ofSupervisorsmeetingandthroughouttheextendedcom-
munity across the county, the latter ultimately approved
onJan.29,2020therezoningwithasplitvote3-2where
the3rdvoteinfavorwasatiebreakerandwasagainstthe
positionof thehomeSupervisor.Anappealonbehalfof
the opposition and sponsored by adjacent landowners
asPetitionerswas filedonFeb.28,2020.Litigationhas
beenongoingeversince–beingdelayedatthebeginning
becauseofCovid.
EffortsbytheCounty tohavethecasedismissedwith
aDemurrerfailed–pavingthewaytotrial–becauseof
the substance of petitioners’ claims. Multiple offers to
settleandstopthelitigationwererejectedbytheCounty.
TheCounty’sexpendituretodefendtheirvoteand1pos-
sibleDollarGenerallocationinallofBrunswickCounty
approaches$150,000.

UPDATE
AMotion for Summary Judgment to avoid trial was
filedbytheCountyandheardinBrunswickCircuitCourt
onJune3,2022.Thepartiesreceivedtherulinginearly
AugustthatwasinfavoroftheCounty–largelydismiss-
ing the claims of the Petitioners that had survived the
Demurrer.Thelatterwasruleduponbyadifferentjudge.
After assessing the options and in conjunction with
expandedresearchintermofhowotherCountiesenforce
the Comprehensive Plan, the Petitioners have filed a
Notice of Appeal with the Virginia Court of Appeals.
There is simply toomuchat stake tostop the fight.The
Petitioners’caseisbasedontheCounty’sdecisionbeing
misalignedwithComprehensivePlanandstatutes.
We still want to believe the judicial system should
care about these issues and uphold the purpose of the
Comprehensive Plan and associated legal statutes that
shouldbefollowedwhenmakingzoningdecisions,since
itisthestatewhohasmandatedthecreationandadminis-
trationoftheComprehensivePlanatgreatexpensetothe
Counties.

MOREINFORMATIONANDTOSUPPORT
Formoreinformationaboutthebackground,litigation,
and how to donate to the legal fund for the opposition,
pleasevisithttps://keepebonycountry.org/.Andstaycon-
nectedviatheFacebookpage:KeepEbonyCountry
Thebestwaytosupportthisfightisthroughdonations.
Ifyoucanhelpandwanttoaddyoursupport,pleasemake
checkto“KeepEbonyCountryFund”andmail toKeep
EbonyCountry,c/oKayWhitehead,POBox36,Ebony,
VA23845.

Sincerely,

Anne and Al Hartley
Ebony Preservation Group

EbonyRezoning/DollarGenerallitigationupdate

Remembering Saint Paul’s College

Goodmorning,BrunswickCounty.
WhenCindyandIfirstmovedtoLawrenceville,back
in1984,weweredelightedtolearnthatthereweretwo
collegesinthecounty,SouthsideVirginiaCommunity
College,andSt.Paul’sCollege.
Wedidnotknow,atthattime,whenouroldestchild
wasjustabouttostartkindergarten,howmuchthosetwo
institutionswouldinfluenceourfamilyandthepositive
impacttheyhadhadandwerehavingonthecommunity.
IwouldliketodirectmycommentstodaytoSt.Paul’s
College.
Aswebegantobecomeacquaintedwithcollege
administrators,teachers,andstudentsbothinthedental
office,andinpublicsettings,wewerelaunchedintoa
worldwehadneverseenbefore.
BothCindyandIhadattendeduniversitiesandseen
institutionsofhigherlearningfromastudent’sperspec-
tive,butlisteningtoprofessorsanddeansrevealedthe
fascinatingwebofeducation,finance,humanresources,
accreditation,andtenure.
Forsomereason,thedentalchairseemstoremove
speechrestrictionsinmanypeople.
Wegottohearthegood,thebad,andtheugly.Deep
secretsoftheeducationunderworld(istheresuchathing)
wererevealed.Interactionsbetweenadministrationand
staffwereopenlydiscussed.
Warsandrumorsofwars.
Andplentyof“Didyouknow?”s.(I’mnotreallysure
howtoproperlypunctuatethatsemi-sentencebutyouget
themessage.)
Allofthisledtoagreaterappreciationforthebattles
thatteachersfacewhendealingwithpooradministrators,
andthebattlesthatadministratorsfacewhendealingwith
poorteachers.
Andweprayedforthemall.
Asourchildrenstartedhighschool,theybeganto
havemoredirectinteractionwiththosetwocolleges.To
ourgreatdelight,theGovernor’sSchoolofSouthside
Virginiawasorganizedwithstudentsfrom4localschool
systemstestingintoparticipationandthenaselectfew
studentsfromeachschoolsystemmeetingtogethereach
morningalternatelyoneithertheAlbertacampusof
SVCCorontheSt.Paul’scampus.
Thisprogramwasagreatblessingtoourchildren.
Andwebecamemoregratefulforthemodernized
classrooms.
WewatchedastheSt.Paul’sDepartmentofEducation
producedexcellentschoolprincipals,teachers,andoffice
staff.Wealsosawotheryoungpeopleusethecollegeas
awonderfulsteppingstonetoevenhighereducation.
Andsoitwaswithgreatsadnessthatweheardthe
newsthatSt.Paul’swouldbeclosing,thoughitwasnot
asurpriseasour“informants”hadbeendetailingthe
corrupthandlingoffinancesandtheuninspiredstudent
recruitmentpoliciesofseveralpresidentsoveraspanof
severalyears.
Thecollegebuildingsarenowinasadstateofdecay
(andyouknowhowIfeelaboutdecay)thatbringsatear
totheeye.
Andthen,afewweeksago,Ibecameawareofthe
St.Paul’smuseumupstairsintheThomassonBuilding
(wheretheDMVofficeandthebowlingalleyare.).
CindyandIcalledMr.Grimstead,themuseumcurator,
foranappointmenttovisit.
Itwasadelightfulexperience.
Anditwasespeciallyfuntoseepicturesofandthe
namesofpeopleweknew.Someofthemdentalpatients
thatwehadvisitedwith35+yearsago.
Happily,themuseum’semphasisisonthepositive,
thegoodthatJamesSolomonRussell’sdreambrought
toSouthsideVirginiaandtotheworld.Thenewspaper
clippings,thejournals,theclasspictures,andtherepro-
ductionsallhelpedusfeelandsensethegreatnessofhis
vision.
Itmadeussmile.
Youwill,too.
Andhere’sashoutoutforrecenteffortstokeepthe
spiritofSt.Paul’sgoingtoday.
WillSt.Paul’sCollegeberebuiltsomeday?
IthinkitwouldtakeanothergreatleaderlikeJames
SolomonRussell,someonewhocaresmoreforthefuture
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Swan Song for Colleges?
Inthelastthreedecades,manyhavebeenconcerned

aboutthedirectionofourcolleges.Despitethat,weas
parentshaveencouragedouryouthtoattendcollegeto
broadentheiropportunitiesinlife.
Acollegediplomatellsemployersthatayoungperson

iscapableofaccomplishingsomegoalsand,therefore,
mightbeworthgivingachanceasanemployee.
Often,however,unlessthestudentwasfocusedonan
employableskill,thatjobmaynothavebeenintherealm
inwhichthestudentstudied.Sincemanyyoungpeople
startcollegewithlimitedknowledgeofwhatcareers
mightbeavailabletothem,thishasnotbeenunusual.
Someofthosehaveneverconsideredtheopportunity

thatmayormaynotbeavailableintheircourseofstudy.
Theyhopetokeeptheirdreamsalivedespitelimited
opportunities.Often,becauseoftoomanyapplicantsfor
availablepositions,theypaypoorly,toopoorlytopay
studentloansandsustainthelifestylethattheywishto
maintain.
Otheryoungpeopleareunsuccessfulascollegestu-

dents.Itmaybebecausetheywereunpreparedacademi-
callyortheyweretoobusysociallytostudyasneeded.
Theendresultsforthosestudentsoftenhavebeenthat
theyhavenodegree,buttheyareburdenedwithdebtto
repay.

Biden’s Giveaway 
ThisleadsustoPresidentBiden’sdecisiontopay

aportionofastudent’sdebtoff,tothetuneofupto
$20,000forsome.Therearemanyflawswithhisdeci-
siontotakethisaction.

1.ThereisnoauthorityforaPresidenttomake
aspendingdecisionthathasnotbeenapprovedby
Congress.ThisPresidentknewthis,yetheacted,claim-
ingthathewasusingexcessfundsfromCovid,whileat
thesametimeendingfreeCovidtestkits.

2.Itisunethicalforthosewhocommittedtorepay

loanedfundsfortheirowneducationtodemandthatthe
taxpayersnowhavearesponsibilitytopayanyofthose
students’loans.Taxpayersthathaveeithernotgoneto
collegeorattendedandfulfilledtheircommitmentto
repaythoseloans.

3.Itcreatesamentalityofpeoplethattheyarenot
responsibleforthatwhichtheyareobligated.$10,000
or$20,000thistime,thenmaybemoreinfutureyears.
Likewise,ifsocietyowesthemaneducation,thenwould
itnotleadthemtobelievethatanexpensivecarorhouse
shouldalsobeprovidedtothem?

4.Itwilldrivegreaterinflation.Ayoungladywas
interviewedbytheRichmondTimesDispatch.When
askedhowshewoulddealwiththe$20,000windfall,
shestatedthatshecouldbuyanewcar,travel,ormaybe
runupgreaterdebtbygettingherdoctoratedegree.
Shedidn’tconsiderafasterplantopayoffthe$64,000
remainderofherstudentloan.Thesamethoughtprocess
willbeheldbymany.Theywillfeelfreetospendmoney
freelywhentheirincomesmightnotjustifysuchspend-
ing.

5. Itwilldriveupthecostofcollegeeducationfor
thosestudentsthatarecurrentlyenrolledorfuture
students.Universitieshavehadnoreasontocontrol
expensesinthepast.Thishasbeendrivenbytheease
inwhichstudentscangetloans.Wearenowseeingthat
manyyoungpeoplehavenoideahowmuchdebtthey
areaccumulatingorhowitwillberepaid.Schooladmin-
istrations,seeinghoweasyithasbeentolobbyfordebt
forgiveness,willfeelfreetoraisetuitionandfees,fully
expectingthetaxpayerswillbestuckwiththebill.

Better Methods
Weneedtoofferyoungpeopleabetterunderstanding

oftheiroptionsofasuccessfulfuture.Skillstrainingcan
beveryrewardingfinancially.
Weneedtoreconsiderhowloansareoffered.Look

backtotheperiodinwhicheducationloanswereafunc-
tionofbanksandcomparethattotheyearssince,when
SallieMaestartedofferingunsecuredloans.
Thiscycleofnever-endingtuitionincreasesdidn’t

occurovernight.Ithasincreasedexponentiallyinrecent
yearsandwillcontinuetodosoifwedonothavea
majoroverhaulofhighereducation.
Ifwearetoforgiveloanrepayments,thentheremust

beacommitmentforrecipientstodothingssuchastake
teachingjobsthatareunfilledasweenteraschoolyear.
Welovetohearfromyou!YoucanreachusatSen.

Ruff@verizon.net,434-374-5129orP.O.Box332,
Clarksville,VA23927.
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