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My name is Kee-poon Hoogech Luz Kinney (Winter Star Light), and I am a 14 year old enrolled
Yurok Tribal Member and descendant of the Paiute and Shoshone Tribes; I am currently a

Freshman in High School.  This past summer of 2025, I had the experience of having a Flower
Dance Ceremony; which is a coming-of-age ceremony for young woman in the Northern

California region.  My community, my family and I partook in much preparation in order to
have this ceremony, as well as ensuring that this ceremony continues into the future.  The
Traditional lessons and experience will follow me far into the future as a strong and well

Indigenous woman.
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