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    David’s presentation explores the expanding global plastic crisis and the development
of sustainable alternatives to plastic. Chippewa Harvest serves as a model for industrial
hemp development in Indian Country, demonstrating how tribal enterprises can utilize
every part of the hemp plant to create sustainable products, from food to fiber, with the
potential to replace plastic-based materials.  We will explore how tribal enterprises can
take a leadership role in reducing carbon footprints, advancing environmental
sustainability, and creating economic opportunities within their communities.
  Finally, discuss building the infrastructure, partnerships, and business models
necessary to make sustainable products more accessible and affordable for consumers,
while supporting Indigenous-led innovation and long-term economic self-sufficiency.

David WhiteThunder Trottier
Standing Rock Sioux & 

Turtle Mtn Chippewa Cree

Chippewa Harvest CEO

nativeamericanfiberprogram.org
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The role of tribal businesses taking
on the global plastic the crisis
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