
Ohio State Board

Newsletter

March 2022


Volume 4 Issue  3


President’s Message

Brothers All,


Recently, I received a rather large envelope from the Governor’s Office. I was hopeful that the 
envelope contained a positive outcome for our efforts….and to my elation, it did! When I opened 
the envelope, I found this copy of Governor DeWine’s 2022 Ohio Irish-American Heritage Month 
Proclamation.

We believe that this is the first-ever IAHM Proclamation in Ohio’s nearly 220-year history. Many 
thanks to our Governor and Lieutenant Governor for recognizing the contributions of Ohio’s Irish-
Americans, and thanks again to Brother Scott Partika for his help as we pushed this through to a    
great outcome.        Slan, Bob
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Chaplain’s’s Comments

On March 2, we enter the season of Lent, a season in which we are invited to ponder our mortality and 

to turn away from sin and to turn toward the Gospel through the acts of prayer, fasting and the giving of alms.


For many of us, fasting is the most difficult aspect of these Lenten practices.  I know from my own experience 
that I would often begin Ash Wednesday with the right frame of mind and the resolve to fast the entire day.  By 
the time the sun would set, however, I was usually indulging in something sweet and chocolaty, thus violating 
not only the fast of the day but also the sacrifice of sweets which I usually planned to forego throughout the 
forty days.  And yet I also know from my experience of illness that fasting is not impossible. After a two week 
hospital stay in 2018, during which I was not allowed to eat food for the better part of twelve days, I learned 
that the feeling of hunger eventually goes away.


But what we so often forget is that we need to join our fasting and our giving of alms together, so that 
what we save from our fasting we might give that the hungry might have food.  What we forego from our 
fasting we should offer, instead, to those who are in real need.  And to do this not begrudgingly but with  a spirit 
of gratitude for all that God has given us, to do this prayerfully as an act of worship in which we acknowledge 
that God is the source of every good gift.


We might also wish to consider something we often forget when we celebrate our patronal Feast of 
Saint Patrick in just a few weeks that this celebration falls within the season of Lent.  And I while I am not 
suggesting that we refrain from celebrating the feast, I do think it serves us well to remember that Saint 
Patrick’s day is not just a day of feasting and celebrating but also a day of prayer, a day in which we might 
consider especially giving alms through Project Saint Patrick, which benefits men in formation for the 
priesthood and men and women in formation for consecrated life.  


Finally, just a reminder that Stark County Division 1 is sponsoring a Lenten Day of Reflection on 
Saturday, March 5 beginning at 9:00 AM at St. Paul Parish in North Canton, in the basement social hall.  Cost 
is $20, which will cover food.  Mass is at 8:00 AM, followed by confessions at 8:30 AM.  If you are interested 
in attending, please email me at jkeehner@youngstowndiocese.org.


Fr. John Keehner

Chaplain for the State of Ohio

National Chaplain




Appointed Officers

Catholic Action	 Patrick	 Lally	      lally8404@hotmail.com


Pro Life	            Dave Manley 	 ruthannanddavid@gmail.com


FFAI	                       Patrick	 Williams   karimcwilly@gmail.com


PEC	                       Scott Partika	       spartika11@gmail.com


Missions & Charities	 Chris Konik	  chriskonik@mindspring.com


Organizer	            Joe Casey	  qualityjoecasey@yahoo.com


Historian	            Mike Finn	   FCoolavin@aol.com


Veterans Affairs	 Danny	 Eakins	   dannyeakins@hotmail.com


Immigration	            John  Myers	   johnmyers216@gmail.com 
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OHIO DIVISIONS

County	 Division President

Clermont 	 Douglas Gerrard	            
dpgerrard@aol.com


Cuyahoga Board Dave McLaughlin

dmclaug106@sbcglobal.net


Cuyahoga #2 	Dan Berry (VP)	  
danberry@ameritech.net


Cuyahoga #3	 Robert Mullin

bobbymulls@yahoo.com	           


Franklin	 Ken Stebleton	            
kstebleton@live.com


Hamilton	 Christopher Schulte

crpschulte@gmail.com                      


Lucas	            Robert McMahon	            
aohjohnpkellydivision@gmail.com


Mahoning	 Ray Kelly IV	                       
aohrpk@gmail.com


Medina	 Scott Manley	             

scott.manley@assuredpartners.com


Montgomery 	 Steve Smith 	            
sesmith7@earthlink.net


Stark #1	 Tom Fickes

fic1424@aol.com


Summit Board     Chuck Allen

Charles4684@att.net


Summit #2	 Nick Jacobs	            


njacobs@clashmore.com


Summit #3	 Michael Namsick	            

mpnamsick@gmail.com


Trumbull	 Marty McQuaide	            
emcqu@aol.com


Washington	 Thomas  Binegar	            
binegarth@gmail.com

Officers


Chaplain	 	 Fr. John Keehner	 

           jkeehner@youngstowndiocese.org


President	 	 Bob Harper

                        harper.bg@pg.com


Vice President	 Dennis Parks

	                dparks121@yahoo.com                        


Secretary	 	 Pete Chrystal

                     pvchrystal59@gmail.com


Treasurer	 	 Liam Lehn

           		      liamlehn@gmail.com


Director	 	 John Myers

                     johnmyers216@gmail.com


Director	 	 Patrick Williams

                       karimcwilly@gmail.com


Past President	 Ron	 Hagan

	                rhagan@hagancpa.com


Newsletter  News

Just a reminder. If you have information for 
our monthly newsletter, please send it as a 
Word attachment to an e-mail to Editor, Jim 
Casey at 


jjcasey973@gmail.com


The deadline for articles is the 24th of the 
month.
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Ohio AOH Veterans Affairs

 1) Coronavirus (COVID-19) and Veterans:  www.va.gov/coronavirus

Brothers – As of 2/23/2022, the VA in Ohio has completed vaccinations for 149,140 individuals.  More details can be 

found at this website:  https://www.va.gov/health-care/covid-19-vaccine/

Please continue to check-in with your local VA facility to see if there are impacts on their operations prior to your 

appointments:  https://www.va.gov/directory/guide/state.asp?STATE=OH&dnum=ALL

VA-Tracked Cumulative Cases in Ohio: 25,620; 892 Deaths; Active Cases: 267

 

2)  AARP Free Tax Preparation for Veterans & Servicemembers:

The AARP has launched their Tax-Aide program that is made available at no charge to veterans and servicemembers 

regardless of their age.  The Tax-Aide program is by appointment only and assists individuals with 
preparation for their state and federal income tax returns.  Veterans and Servicemembers also do not have 
to members of AARP to take advantage of this program.  More information about this program can be 
found at the following websites:


https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/85428/aarp-others-offer-free-tax-prep-help-veterans-military-families/

https://taxaide.aarpfoundation.org/

 

AARP has also published helpful veteran tax information re. federal VA payments that are exempt from federal taxes.  

Here are a list of VA payments that are not subject to federal tax:

VA education benefit payments (GI Bill)

VA disability compensation payments

Interest from VA life insurance policies

Benefits under a dependent-care assistance program

Money paid to a survivor of a member of the Armed Forces who died after Sept. 10, 2001

Payments made under the compensated work therapy program

Any bonus pay from a state, county, city or town because of service in a combat zone

More here:  https://www.aarp.org/home-family/voices/veterans/info-2021/maximize-tax-benefits.html

 

3) Columbus VA Offering Pharmacogenic Testing for Veterans (PHASER) Program:

Beginning February 1, 2022 Columbus VA offers Pharmacogenomic Testing for Veterans, also known as PHASER. This 

one-time blood test will help providers determine which medications may be the most effective for their 
patients and the least likely to cause adverse reactions - all based on each individual Veteran's genes. 
 PHASER test results can be particularly useful for Veterans on any medications related to mental health, 
cardiovascular diseases and pain management.  Veterans utilizing other Ohio-based VA facilities should 
ask about the availability of PHASER services when seeking care.  More details about PHASER can be 
found here:  https://www.cancer.va.gov/CANCER/docs/PHASER_Patient_FAQ.pdf


 

National VA Committee meetings are held online every third Tuesday of each month at 7pm ET.  Please contact me if you 

are interested in participating.  Also, be sure to visit the Ohio Department of Veterans Services at 
www.ohiovets.gov to learn more about veterans benefits as well as the National AOH site at 
www.aoh.com/veterans-affairs for information about services around the country.


 

Danny Eakins, Veterans Affairs Chair

 614-893-8833,  davannyeakins@hotmail.com


mailto:davannyeakins@hotmail.com
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State Historian’s Report

J. Michael Finn, State Historian


The Deer’s Cry is a prayer also known by the name St. Patrick’s Breastplate 
and is an example of a lorica -- a “breastplate” or an “armor of faith” recited 
for the protection of body and soul against all forms of evil. The authorship of 
the prayer has historically been attributed to St. Patrick.

The name Deer’s Cry derives from a legend – Lugaid mac Lóeghaire, the High 
King of Tara, resolved to ambush and kill Patrick and his monks to prevent 
them from spreading the Christian faith in his kingdom.  As Patrick and his 
followers approached chanting this prayer, the King and his men saw only a 
herd of wild deer and let them pass by. 

 The word ‘cry’ also has the sense of a prayer or petition.  This prayer outlines 
Saint Patrick's spirituality and his keen awareness and perception of the battle 
between good and evil and thus the importance of praying for protection on a 
daily basis.  St. Patrick eventually converted King  Lóeghaire and his people to 
Christianity. 


The Deer’s Cry


Attributed to:  St. Patrick of Ireland


I arise today, through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity, through belief in the threeness, through 
confession of the oneness of the Creator of Creation.


I arise today, through the strength of Christ’s birth with his baptism, through the strength of his crucifixion with 
his burial, through the strength of his resurrection with his ascension, through the strength of his descent for the 

judgment of Doom.


I arise today, through the strength of the love of the Cherubim, in obedience of angels, in the service of 
archangels, in the hope of the resurrection to meet with reward, in the prayers of patriarchs, in prediction of 
prophets, in preaching of apostles, in faith of confessors, in innocence of holy virgins, in deeds of righteous 

men.


I arise today, through the strength of heaven; light of sun, radiance of moon, splendor of fire, speed of lightning, 
swiftness of wind, depth of sea, stability of earth, firmness of rock.


I arise today, through God’s strength to pilot me: God’s might to uphold me, God’s wisdom to guide me, God’s 
eye to look before me, God’s ear to hear me, God’s word to speak to me, God’s hand to guard me, God’s way to 
lie before me, God’s shield to protect me, God’s host to save me, from the snares of devils, from temptations of 

vices, from everyone who shall wish me ill, afar and near, alone and in a multitude.


Continued on Page 6
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State Historian’s Report, cont.

I summon today, all these powers between me and those evils, against every cruel merciless power that may 

oppose my body and soul, against incantations of false prophets, against black laws of pagandom, against false 
laws of heretics, against craft of idolatry, against spells of witches, smiths and wizards, against every 

knowledge that corrupts man’s body and soul.


Christ to shield me today, against poisoning, against burning, against drowning, against wounding, so there 
come to me abundance of reward.


Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ 
on my right, Christ on my left, Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down, Christ when I arise, Christ in the 

heart of every man who thinks of me, Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, Christ in the eye of 
every one that sees me, Christ in every ear that hears me.


I arise today, through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity, through belief in the threeness, through 
confession of the oneness, of the Creator of Creation.   


Amen.

By:  J. Michael Finn


2022 AOH National Convention

July 13-17, 2022


Pittsburgh PA
https://www.2022pittsburghconvention.com/


The 2022 Pittsburgh National Convention is fast approaching – July is just around the corner. Here’s a link to 
the Convention website, where you’ll find all the details you need for hotel reservations, convention event 
registration, program ad info, and more:


Please forward to your division email distributions ASAP. This is a great opportunity for Ohio brothers to attend 
a national convention, probably the best opportunity since the 2010 Cincinnati convention. Please talk this up at 
your Division and County Board meetings, and encourage your members to register and attend. They’ll learn so 
much about our Order, and have a great time, too! Slan, Bob


See you all in Pittsburgh in July!


https://www.2022pittsburghconvention.com/
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Ohio AOH Missions & Charities Report

Chris Konik, Ohio AOH Missions & Charities Chair 


chriskonik@mindspring.com


AOH at Catholic Men’s Conference (Columbus)


    


The Catholic Men’s Conference (Columbus) on Saturday 2/26 was a great success in getting the word out about 
the AOH and Dead Theologians Society.  This annual event continues to help Patrick Pearse Division #1 bring 
in new members and cast our net out to bring back a few former members too.


Division President Ken Stebleton, Chris Konik and Jerry Tracy manned the AOH booth.  DTS founder Eddie 
Cotter and Keene Marstrell (both Hibernians) shared their mission with those attending.


Project St. Patrick Fundraiser at Tara Hall

State President Bob Harper has requested Patrick Pearse Division hold a Project St. Patrick fundraiser in the 
Spring of 2022 to coincide with the annual Easter Appeal.  National Project St. Patrick Chair Ron Hagan will 
coordinate an event at Tara Hall, all statewide divisions will be encouraged to participate.  Details will be 
emailed to state, county and division leadership.


Project St. Patrick

All divisions must have a Project St Patrick representative and division information filed with your diocese.  
This allows the Bishop’s Office to see how the AOH supports local seminarians and those pursuing vocations.  
Please update your forms.  Name recognition scholarships can be made to honor clergy, fellow Hibernians or 
someone who has passed.  PSP forms are posted online at: https://aoh.com/project-st-patrick 
 
Dead Theologians Society News





Get your copy of WISDOM & INSPIRATION FROM THE SAINTS – IN A SENTENCE at https://romancatholicgear.com/
collections/books/products/wisdom-inspiration-from-the-saints-in-a-sentence


mailto:chriskonik@mindspring.com
https://aoh.com/project-st-patrick
https://romancatholicgear.com/collections/books/products/wisdom-inspiration-from-the-saints-in-a-sentence
https://romancatholicgear.com/collections/books/products/wisdom-inspiration-from-the-saints-in-a-sentence
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Ohio AOH license plate

Brothers, I am working on a project to possibility have an AOH license plate in Ohio but to do that I need to get 100 
licensed drivers to sign the attached petition to be considered. By signing the petition does not commit you to get the plate 
but hopefully if it is successful, you would get the plate.

What we are asking is that each of you to get 7 people to sign the petition and if possible, scan and email it to me.

 Liam Lehn,  134 Maple Leaf Drive, Austintown, OH  44515

 liamlehn@gmail.com     330.518.9917

BMV 4820 10/16 [760-1567]     

 

 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
BUREAU OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

 
PETITION TO ESTABLISH ORGANIZATIONAL LICENSE PLATE 

 

 
We the undersigned do intend to support the production of specialty license plates designated to the         
    by purchasing the           
Specialty License Plates from the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles. We understand there will be an additional cost to the 
standard license plate fee and also understand a portion of the proceeds will go to the designated fund.  
***Please do not sign this petition unless it is your present intention to purchase this plate if and when it is issued.*** 
 

PLEASE FILL OUT COMPLETELY THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION (Duplicate this form as necessary) 
(PRINT or TYPE) 
FIRST NAME 
      

LAST NAME 
      

MI 
     

PHONE (Include area code) 
        

ADDRESS 
      

CITY 
      

STATE 
   

ZIP 
      

CURRENT LICENSE PLATE # 
      

OHIO DL OR ID CARD # 
      

SIGNATURE 
X 

 FIRST NAME 
      

LAST NAME 
      

MI 
     

PHONE (Include area code) 
        

ADDRESS 
      

CITY 
      

STATE 
   

ZIP 
      

CURRENT LICENSE PLATE # 
      

OHIO DL OR ID CARD # 
      

SIGNATURE 
X 

 FIRST NAME 
      

LAST NAME 
      

MI 
     

PHONE (Include area code) 
        

ADDRESS 
      

CITY 
      

STATE 
   

ZIP 
      

CURRENT LICENSE PLATE # 
      

OHIO DL OR ID CARD # 
      

SIGNATURE 
X 

 FIRST NAME 
      

LAST NAME 
      

MI 
     

PHONE (Include area code) 
        

ADDRESS 
      

CITY 
      

STATE 
   

ZIP 
      

CURRENT LICENSE PLATE # 
      

OHIO DL OR ID CARD # 
      

SIGNATURE 
X 

 FIRST NAME 
      

LAST NAME 
      

MI 
     

PHONE (Include area code) 
        

ADDRESS 
      

CITY 
      

STATE 
   

ZIP 
      

CURRENT LICENSE PLATE # 
      

OHIO DL OR ID CARD # 
      

SIGNATURE 
X 

 FIRST NAME 
      

LAST NAME 
      

MI 
     

PHONE (Include area code) 
        

ADDRESS 
      

CITY 
      

STATE 
   

ZIP 
      

CURRENT LICENSE PLATE # 
      

OHIO DL OR ID CARD # 
      

SIGNATURE 
X 

 FIRST NAME 
      

LAST NAME 
      

MI 
     

PHONE (Include area code) 
        

ADDRESS 
      

CITY 
      

STATE 
   

ZIP 
      

CURRENT LICENSE PLATE # 
      

OHIO DL OR ID CARD # 
      

SIGNATURE 
X 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THIS PETITION, PLEASE CONTACT 
CIRCULATOR OF PETITION INFORMATION 
      

TOTAL NUMBER OF SIGNATURES 
      

NAME 
      

PHONE 
      

ADDRESS 
      

CITY 
      

STATE 
   

ZIP 
      

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR PETITION DRIVE 
 

mailto:liamlehn@gmail.com
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Mark Your Calendars

2022 AOH National Convention


July 13-17, 2022

Pittsburgh PA


Convention registration and hotel information can be found on the 
convention web page link: http://www.2022pittsburghconvention.com


2024 AOH National Convention

Orlando FL

Commodore Barry Medal


The AOH Ohio State Board is pleased to offer the Commodore John Barry Medal to AOH 
Divisions for $25. This medal is intended to be awarded to members for outstanding service 
or achievement. Each medal comes individually packaged in an attractive display case with 
a printed history of Commodore Barry. 


Yours in our Motto, 


Mike McKenzie , Ohio State Board 


Mike McKenzie at: (330) 329 2652, tmmckenzie31@gmail.com

Organizer Report

Well, we are finally to March! This is “our” month to celebrate the heritage and love of all 
things Irish. When we go out and about this month (as any time), please be aware of how 
you are showing off your Irish pride in what you wear. Let’s not be our own worst enemy 
by wearing shirts that debase the Irish.


 We all see these shirts at stores and the Ancient Order of Hibernians is actively fighting 
this. All that we, as Hibernians are asking, is for the same consideration retailers would 
give to any other ethnic group.


Let’s be good ambassadors of the Irish heritage and in doing so, we might be able to recruit 
new members.


Have a happy and blessed St. Patrick’s Day!


Joe Casey,   


State Organizer, National Deputy Organizer  
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Major Degrees

Brothers,


The Sons of Milesius AOH Major Degree Team will be exemplifying the Advanced Degrees Saturday 
March 26th at 12 Noon at Tara Hall in Columbus. Please have your members contact Pat Visel  
(ddanaan@gmail.com) to receive the Degrees or if they wish to observe since we would appreciate an accurate 
count. If your members aren't or cannot attend the National Convention, this is an opportunity to receive the 
Degrees.


The Advanced Degrees are an important part of Hibernianism and Division Officers and members sponsors 
should always encourage members to take the Degrees. I have attached some 'talking points' to use when 
talking about the Advanced Degrees.  


Pat Visel


Major (Advanced) Degrees talking points – The problem with recruiting members to take the Major Degrees 
is that, you can’t talk about them in any solid way.  By the bylaws they are secret.


Notes for Officers - These are not something that will convince someone to take the degrees but are beneficial 
results for your Divisions that you should be aware of.


We can’t expect members to absorb everything just by exposure to other members and their activities.   Every 
Person/Division is different and has a different experience and background.  The Major Degrees attempt to 
address some of this.


Statistically, going through the Advanced Degrees usually means a much higher probability of retention and a 
more active member.


General Talking points


When you took the Shamrock degree at initiation, you agreed to “learn the lessons and take the test of the 
Order’   These are the Major Degrees.  I have had some members that didn’t realize this connection.


The Advanced Degrees are an experience which attempt to immerse new(er) Hibernians into our History and 
purpose; in order to understand our identity as Irish.  While many Irish clubs, tends to focus on their local Irish- 
American community, a worthwhile goal, the Hibernians cast our net wider, to the Irish historically, to Ireland's 
contribution to Catholicism and to Irish-Americans nation-wide.  This is why you are not considered a 'Full' 
Hibernian (eligible to hold office) until you have had your Degrees.


The Advanced Degrees are an important part of Hibernianism, teaching us about what it truly means to be Irish, 
(-American), and Catholic, both in generations past and now. We Irish-Americans are descended from 
practically the first significant immigrant group in the new country and have retained our identity as both Irish 
and Americans remarkably well.  We have proven to both America and subsequent immigrant groups, that you 
can embrace your new country without abandoning your forebearers and your identity as Irish.  However, we 
all know people with Irish names that have no connection with their heritage.  As the Hibernian Order grew and 
evolved, they realized that this was a tragedy and one of the problems that Hibernianism could address.  The 
Advanced Degrees are one part of this mission. 


mailto:ddanaan@gmail.com
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Cuyahoga County, Bluestone Division #3 

On Sunday, February 6, 2022, AOH Bluestone Division #3, Cleveland, Ohio held their annual Scholarship 
Reverse Raffle at the Irish American Club – East Side.  The reverse raffle raised over $6,000 for Bluestone 
Charities, which provides scholarships to eighth grade students in Catholic school, to help them attend Catholic 
high schools in the Cleveland area.  Bluestone Charities also provides support for seminary students attending 
Boromeo College and seminarians attending St. Mary’s Seminary, Cleveland Ohio. Twenty-one seminarians 
attended the reverse raffle as well.  


Joining in the picture and supporting the Bluestone Division fundraiser were members of the AOH Boland 
Berry Division #1 Cleveland, Ohio, LAOH Our Lady of the Rosary Division Cleveland, Ohio, and newly 
formed LAOH Deirfiur of Charity Division 11 Cleveland, Ohio.  
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Catholic Action

On Ash Wednesday (March 2), we enter the Lenten season, a season of penance leading up to Our Lord's 
Passion, Death, and Resurrection.  Traditionally, Lenten penance has comprised fasting, prayer, and 
almsgiving.  The liturgical color for Lent is violet, except that rose may be worn on the Fourth Sunday, Laetare 
Sunday (March 27).   Normally, Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast and abstinence; all the 
Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence.  Check with your local parish or diocese for Lenten regulations on 
abstinence and fasting, for greater opportunities for confession, and for Lenten devotions such as Stations of 
the Cross.


MAJOR SAINTS AND FEAST DAYS OF MARCH

Katherine Drexel	 	 	 	 March 3

Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs	 	 March 7	 	 

Patrick, Bishop	 	 	 	 March 17	 	 

Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor	 March 18	 	 

Joseph, Spouse of Mary	 	 	 March 19	 	 Solemnity

Annunciation of the Lord	 	 	 March 25	 	 Solemnity


THE COLLECT OF THE MASS FOR ST. PATRICK'S DAY

O God, who chose the Bishop Saint Patrick to preach your glory to the peoples of Ireland, grant, through his 
merits and intercession, that those who glory in the name of Christian may never cease to proclaim your 
wondrous deeds to all.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.


IRISH SAINTS OF THE MONTH

Fridolin, Abbot  (6th century?)	 	 	 	 	 March 6

Reportedly an Irish priest who preached throughout Ireland and then wandered through Gaul preaching, 
Fridolin settled near Poitiers.  He is credited with the recovery, guided by a vision,  of the remains of the 
founder of St. Hilary's monastery there.  He rebuilt the monastery, which had been destroyed during the 
barbarian invasions, and was elected abbot.  He later settled on Sackingham, an island in the Rhine,  and built a 
monastery, a convent,  and boys' school there, serving as abbot of the monastery.  He was known as the 
Wanderer, or the Traveller.

Senan, Bishop (d. 560)	 	 	 	 	 	 March 8

At least one authority on the subject lists twenty-two St. Senans and separating the details of their lives is not 
easy.  This man is known as Senan of Scattery Island.  He was of Munster origin and lived the life of a warrior 
before hearing a call to religious life. After tutelage under an abbot named Cassidus, Senan was sent to St. 
Natalis, abbot of Kilmanagh in Ossory.  Like many Irish saints, Senan made a pilgrimage to Rome, and on his 
journey home, made the acquaintance of St. David of Wales, whose staff Senan bore back to Ireland.  After 
spending some time in a community at Inishcarra, Senan was directed by divine signs to found a community on 
Scattery Island (Inish Cathaigh) in the estuary of the Shannon.  He was supposedly consecrated a bishop at 
some point, but no one knows over what see or when.


Continued on Page 13
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Catholic Action, cont.

Gerald of Mayo, Abbot (d. 732)	 	 	 	 	 March 13

Gerald was an Englishman, a Northumbrian monk of Lindisfarne.  After the Synod of Whitby imposed the 
Roman Easter observance over the Celtic one, a decision which Colman could not abide, a group of English 
novices accompanied St. Colman and his Irish followers back to Ireland.  A community was established on 
Inishboffin.  Though the Irish and English monks of the foundation agreed on liturgical usage, they evidently 
disagreed on enough other matters to cause Colman to erect a separate house on the adjacent Mayo coast for 
the English monks.  It is not known whether Gerald was an original English member of Colman's group or 
came later;  many English monks did come later, as the place had a reputation as a "school for the Saxons."  
Colman was at first abbot of both house, but was succeeded by Gerald as abbot of the English one.  Gerald is 
sometimes said to have been a bishop, but it is likely that this results from confusion over the likelihood that 
Gerald enjoyed some sort of privileges as a protector and patron of his countrymen in Ireland.  Gerald probably 
lived to see the imposition of the Roman Easter usage upon his abbey.

Patrick, Archbishop  (c. 389-c. 461)	 	 	 	 	 March 17

Most of us know at least the outline of the story of the Apostle of Ireland, and at least some of the legends 
about him.  The son of Calpurnius, a Romano-British official, born somewhere in the Roman province of 
Britain, he was carried off into slavery by Irish raiders when he was about 16.  After serving as a shepherd for 
6 years, probably in Mayo or Antrim, he escaped, and made his way to Gaul.  He seems to have studied at the 
monasterey of Lerins, 412-15, and was probably ordained c. 417.  Patrick harbored the desire, encouraged by a 
vision which he experienced, to return and evangelize the pagan Irish.  In about 432, consecrated bishop by St. 
Germanus, he was sent back to Ireland to carry on the work of St. Palladius, who had died the previous year.  
Most of the remainder of his life was spent in this task, as he travelled throughout the island, encountering the 
potentially deadly opposition of many pagan chieftains and the Druidic priests.  In 442 and 444, he visited 
Rome.  He made Armagh his episcopal see, cementing its role in the history of the Irish Church.  Besides his 
many conversions, Patrick brought the Irish Church into closer union with Rome, encouraged the study of 
Latin,  and raised the standards of scholarship in general.  Among surviving writings, we have his Confession, 
an answer to some of his detractors, which contains many details of his life, his Letter to the Soldiers of 
Coroticus, denouncing murders committed by Welsh Christian marauders against their fellow Christians in 
Ireland, and his prayer, The Lorica.  Patrick's tomb is believed to be at Downpatrick, with Saints Brigid and 
Columba.

Frigidian, Bishop  (d.c. 588)		 	 	 	 	 March 18

Frigidian was an Irish priest, who during a pilgrimage to Italy, resolved to become a hermit on Monte Pisano 
near Lucca.  Eventually he unwillingly accepted the bishopric of Lucca under pressure from the pope.  He fled 
the Lombard invasion of Lucca, returning later to rebuild the cathedral destroyed by the barbarians.  He was 
noted for his solicitude for the suffering and sick, even those among the conquerors, many of whom he 
converted.  Frigidian retired to his hermitage from time to time.  He also founded and presided over a 
community of clergy, later organized as canons regular,  who even five centuries later were seen as models for 
reform.  He is better known in Italy as Frediano, and is still the patron of the cathedral of Lucca.


NEWS AND ISSUES

At least one member of the Super Bowl champion LA Rams is thankful that his mother chose life.  Defensive 
lineman Marquise Copeland related to LifeNews that his mother faced tremendous pressure to abort him.  He 
credits the pro-life ministry of Open Door Maternity Home, in Euclid, Ohio, for convincing her to bear her 
child and for support both spiritual and material when she needed it.  Copeland was a standout in high school 
and at The University of Cincinnati prior to entering the NFL.

Catholic Action Chairmen, I would love to hear from you about what you are doing.

A Happy St. Patrick's Day to All.

Pat Lally

lally8404@hotmail.com
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2022 St Patrick’s Day Party Raffle


(A Bushel of Booze)


Tickets $5 ea or 5 for $20.  Drawing on Proclamation Day 3/11/22


Basket includes (Over $500 value):


Redbreast PX                                                    Redbreast 12                                        Five Farms Irish Cream                    


Hinch Double Wood Irish Whiskey               The Irishman Founders Reserve Irish Whiskey          


Smuggling Nun Irish Poitin, First Batch       The Sexton Irish Whiskey                  Dempsey’s Irish Whiskey                                                                                                                


Jameson Irish Whiskey                                   Bua Irish Whiskey (Batch 2)              Paddy’s Old Irish Whiskey         


Stearns Estates Mead                                     Carolans Irish Cream                           Canadian Club Whiskey





Contact Bruce McPherson hilliardmcpherson@gmail.com for entries and information


mailto:hilliardmcpherson@gmail.com

