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Watch Party!
The October 2023 Portland Section meeting will be  

an online webinar among Puget Sound, Oregon and Portland Sections.

FLYER
We are promoting watch parties— 

especially for the 4 PM session—for advisors and students— 
and will reimburse for pizza /snacks! 

See the Events Page at our website for watch party details

Prof. Marilyn Maciewicz
Oregon State University

will present two talks

Thursday, October 12
4pm Student session: “Steps to Success in Chemistry—an informal discussion 

on overcoming challenges on your educational pathway.”

7pm Public Lecture: “Be a Catalyst for Change: Empowering Cultures  
of Belonging, Leadership, and Innovation to Solve Convergent  

Global Challenges in Human Health and the Environment”

Registration Required

Both the 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. sessions may be joined by Zoom. The 
Zoom link will be sent to all registered attendees.
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Message from  
the Acting Chair
Dear members and 
friends: 

Greetings from your 
2023 Chair-Elect and 
now Acting Chair for the 
remainder of this year. I 
was your Chair-Elect in 
2019, but I left the NW to 
take a position overseas 
mid-way through my 

tenure as Chair in 2020. I returned last year and 
appreciate your support in electing me again to 
the leadership cycle of our Local Section. I espe-
cially thank our past two Chairs, Andrew Baggett 
and Arthur Glasfeld, for their past and ongoing 
contributions to our organization.

I hope you will take advantage of one or more 
of the many opportunities available this month to 
network or volunteer, several of which are listed 
below. For our “regular” monthly meeting on the 
12th, we are encouraging our members to par-
ticipate in one or both Webinars hosted by our 
friends in the Puget Sound Section. The featured 
speaker is Prof. Marilyn Mackiewicz of Oregon 
State University, whom many of you know from 
her time at Portland State University. If you are 
an undergraduate or graduate student in chem-
istry, or you work with students, I encourage you 
to organize a watch party of four or more at your 
institution—the Section will reimburse you for 
your food and drink (e.g., pizza & soda)!

ACS Elections, both national and local, are 
coming up soon. We still are accepting nomi-
nations for chair-elect, councilor, and alternate 
councilor. Please contact Jim Tung. And please 
vote!

One of my goals as Chair in 2024 is to hold 
some of our section meetings in locations conve-
nient to members who live or work outside the 
Portland city core. I look forward to seeing you at 
a future meeting, perhaps in Vancouver, Beaver-
ton, or Wilsonville. 

—Ken Schriver, Chair-Elect
Portland Local Section ACS

Linus Pauling Medal Symposium 
This year’s Pauling Medalist is Professor Laura 

Gagliardi, Richard and Kathy Leventhal Professor, 
University of Chicago. 

The 2023 Pauling Medal will be presented to 
Professor Gagliardi at the 2023 Pauling Medal Sym-
posium on November 4th, 2023 at the University of 
Puget Sound, Tacoma, WA. For those attending the 
Symposium, registration is required for the Banquet.

Invited speakers include Joachim Sauer (Hum-
boldt University – Berlin); Donald Truhlar (U. of Min-
nesota – Minneapolis); Omar Yaghi (U. of California 
– Berkeley); and Medalist Laura Gagliardi (U. of Chi-
cago).

The Award flyer is available online; likewise the 
program booklet.

Celebration of Life for 
Portland Section  
Member Elaine Nam

We are sad to report that 
our Section’s former secretary, 
Elaine Nam, passed away Sep-
tember 12. A Celebration of Life 
is planned for Wednesday Oc-
tober 4 at Vernier Science Edu-
cation, 13979 SW Millikan Way, 
Beaverton, OR 97005 at 3PM. 

Elaine earned her B.A. in Chemistry from Pomo-
na College, her M.S. in Chemistry from San Francisco 
State, and her PhD in Chemistry from the University 
of Washington.

OMSI Will Host National Chemistry 
Weekend Oct. 21-22

National Chemistry Week (NCW) coordinator Dr 
Beth Morton will be seeking volunteers for the NCW 
weekend in the upcoming weeks. 

Portland Section has partnered with OMSI during 
NCW for many years. OMSI helps to prepare chem-
istry demonstrations and Portland Section Members 
do a “show and tell” for students and parents vis-
iting OMSI. Each year ACS selects a theme and rec-
ommends demonstrations. This year’s theme is The 
Healing Power of Chemistry.

mailto:Jim%20Tung?subject=Portland%20Section%20officer%20search
https://acspss.org/pauling-medal-award/
https://acspss.org/pauling-medal-award/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd2k_RDZOhF6OL5bdaaLel9gW_38EpkGa-Y_CKTsZ05ZtnlHw/viewform
https://acspss.org/the-2023-pauling-medal-symposium/
https://acspss.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/PaulingFlyer_Final2.pdf
https://acspss.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/PaulingAwardBooklet_2023_Prelim.pdf
https://www.acs.org/education/outreach/celebrating-chemistry-editions.html#:~:text=NCW%202023%3A%20The%20Healing%20Power%20of%20Chemistry&text=The%20Healing%20Power%20of%20Chemistry%20%2D%20The%20Game!
https://www.acs.org/education/outreach/celebrating-chemistry-editions.html#:~:text=NCW%202023%3A%20The%20Healing%20Power%20of%20Chemistry&text=The%20Healing%20Power%20of%20Chemistry%20%2D%20The%20Game!


Page 3 | October 2023 | Portland Section ACS Newsletter

Portland Section is finalist for Sustainability ChemLuminary Award
Marcie Merritt, Alternate Councilor for Portland Section, received an Innovative Project Grant from ACS Local 

Sections (LSAC) to show how sustainability works within the State. She worked with Oregon Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality and the Governor’s Office to help implement the Governor’s 2050 Sustainability Plan.


