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Introduction
 
 

   In this day and age, our culture is obsessed with knowing themselves.
This is not a desire so they can deal with others better but so they can
have a full life filled with an abundance of being self-aware. This is a
behavior that has been a deciding factor in the life of millennials who deal
with hating their job, themselves, others, or not knowing their true identity.
As a young black male, a Christian, and growing up in a single-parent
home, I dealt with questions about my identity often. I was overweight, so
at times I felt I was too fat to be important. I felt I didn’t have the best smile
nor was I photogenic, so I didn’t like taking pictures often. 
   Being Christian and looking to live a holy life I was made fun of at
times for trying to always do the right thing. I was called, “Choir Boy”,
“Church Boy”, “Virgin Boy” etc.. because I didn’t want to be like
everyone else. I knew God made me for a bigger purpose. Thank God
for being able to sing, dance, choreograph, and being proficient in the
arts. I had an innate talent and passion for music. Being athletic was a
major plus in life as I got older and enrolled in high school. I remember
sitting in speech class and a young Latino male asked me out of
nowhere, “Hey man would you like to play football, we could use some
help on offensive line and defense”. I thought to myself, well I definitely
hate being in R.O.T.C. so I guess it can’t be too bad. 
   It turned out great, after 4 years of football, 2 years of Varsity as a
Letterman, 1st team All-Academic, 1st team All-Athletic, I graduated
from Sharpstown High School in the top 25% of my class with two Full
Scholarship offers. An academic Scholarship from Texas Southern
University and a full Athletic scholarship from Wabash University in
Indiana. Since I grew up in a single-parent home and I was the oldest of
two boys I felt I should stay home. When your father decides to leave
the family, normally the oldest son feels the burden of caring for the
family or at least be in a position to cover them the best way he knows
how. So while college was good for me, it made no sense to me. 



I accepted the scholarship offered from Texas Southern University and decided
to major in Pre-Pharm. I made the dean’s list my first year but ended up losing
my scholarship when my GPA fell .20 points below the mandatory GPA I had to
maintain to keep my scholarship. I partied because I liked having fun, didn’t
study that much because I felt I was smart, and stopped buying books because
I was broke and lived for refund checks. When I came back next semester I
ended up changing my major because I started working overnight at Walmart.
   Out of the 4 years I spent in college, I changed my major about 4 times and
ended up dropping out. In my mind, I had no reason to be in college. I wanted
to work and pursue a career in music, become a successful recording artist,
become rich and wealthy, and live the rest of my life free from the burden of a
boss or supervisor. However, not really understanding who I was or who God
wanted me to be caused me to live my life on a roller coaster. 
   I married my outstanding wife at 23, went from job to job throughout
our marriage, and when we had kids, going back to school and finishing
was out of the question. Having kids, being a father and husband
inspired me to pursue Christ more. I accepted my calling to the
ministry/preaching at 27 years old. I was at my home church New
Jerusalem Baptist Church for 27 years and decided to pursue serving
on a greater scale when I joined a predominately white church in
Pearland, Tx. (Yes, there is an issue here). This was such an
outstanding time in my life though. I became an instant servant leader
through praise and worship, Adult bible study, deaconship, Youth praise
and worship, and becoming the Prayer Chairman of a major outreach
program at my church. 
   After 4 ½ years, It took a fast downfall when I challenged a false
teacher in the flock and reported it to my pastor. I presented them with
detailed notes and proper exposition of the text that my colleague taught
out of context. After “Investigating” the matter, my pastor decided that
there was no issue and they would not take action. This infuriated me. I
felt disrespected and as if they called me a liar by not taking action.
Many things went through my brain like, “They are doing this because
I’m black”, “They don’t trust me because I don’t have a degree”. Sadly,
when I sat down with my pastor to tell him I felt it was time to move on to
a different ministry opportunity, the best reason he gave me to stay was
horrible. He said, “Robert, I’m not saying this because you’re black, but
since you have started serving at this church, our congregation has



grown to be 50% African American. We could really use your servant
attitude to make other African Americans feel comfortable being here and
serving to give them a place of belonging and identity”. This crushed me,
because that day, I learned that my skin color is a major component of
how I am valued in the white church, as well as a likely reason why I was
welcomed to promote so many different aspects of service. 
   Once I left that church, I immediately started dealing with my identity
issues again. The difference this time was that it dealt more with my
identity in Christ. I felt uncomfortable being African American and it was
difficult not to turn my back on the church after being hurt by the church.
During this time of living life and moving on, I started running into crazy
allegations on social media of Christianity being a white man’s religion.
From Nation of Islam leaders to Egyptian mysticist, egyptologist, Hebrew
Israelites, Islamic leaders, Nuwaupians, and other African American
millennials and groups who felt blacks were introduced to Christianity
during slavery. 
   At the age of 32, I started to dig deeper into this topic. It seemed so
foolish, but the more studying I did, I started to understand where the
Black Nationalist and black cults were coming from. I still don’t agree but I
do understand their questioning. When you look at the Transatlantic Slave
Trade that began in Virginia in 1619, some of the slave masters claimed to
be Christians. Some even had the equivalent theology degrees and others
were pastors. In 1777 the Catholic King of Spain signed a document to
approve slavery on its soil. To the untrained eye and the closed mind, it
seems as if black people were born into chains. While some were, there is
a rich history of Christianity in African culture starting from B.C.E. to
slavery days to today. 
   Africans and African Americans have been living for Christ for centuries,
no thanks to the slave masters’ influence. I am writing this book because I
feel God has called to me to join the fight in bringing the true Christian
identity to the world. I am also writing this book to discuss the topic and
dilemma of Christianity being the white man’s religion and to debunk that
ideology with African and African American church history education. I will
discuss several topics in this book. First, we will look at the presence of
Africans as well as African Americans in the history of the church. Second,
we will observe the Transatlantic Slave Trade and answer 



the looming question of how did slaves learn about Christianity.
Was it forced on them by their slave masters? Third, we will look
at the lies about slavery in the bible. 
   Cults and other skeptic religious organizations claim that not
only was God okay with slavery but he condoned New World
American Slavery. This is false and I will give several examples
and references on how this statement is false. Fourth, I will
expound on the origin of the word Christian and the history of
Christianity as a religion. 
   Last, we will discuss our identity in Christ and who Christ
created us to be. I feel that it would be a waste of time to discuss
these topics without telling you who God created you to be and
how your true identity hinges on a relationship with Christ. I pray
that as you read this book, that these questions are answered
clearly and vividly in a way that Christ reveals himself to you as
only he knows how...Magnificently and Gloriously! 

 



Chapter 1
Church History: The African Presence in The History of

The Church
 
 
 

    The first individual I would like to discuss is Apollos, the
Alexandrian. We will walk through the text to get an
understanding of the text. Acts 18: 24-28, 24- “Now a Jew
named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man,
came to Ephesus; and he was mighty in the scriptures”
We see in scripture that he was a Jew, this lets us know
that**ALL JEWISH PEOPLE ARE NOT WHITE**. 
    Apollos had a jewish bloodline which is why he was jew, but
he was born in Alexandria Egypt, so he was african/ egyptian
because of his birthplace. The word eloquent needs to be
expounded on. Greek term for eloquent in this passage means
that he was a “Man of Letters”. He was very well read,
researched, and spent hours studying the arts, specifically in
history and antiquities. You couldn’t pull a fast one on him
because he was most likely the sharpest one in the room and
he knew the history and factual information. 
    Apollos was a brilliant thinker, studier of the word, and he
spoke well enough to impact the community with the gospel.
Apollos went to Ephesus, which was a 2,323.6 Km trip. It
would take him 434 hours or 18 days to walk. It took him a
long time to get there but Ephesus was a major city during that
time. It was located in Turkey, which is in Asia. Alexandria is
one of the top 10 oldest continuously inhabited cities in Egypt.
When it says he was mighty in the 

 



scriptures, it means that he was familiar with the scriptures, most
likely the Dead Sea Scrolls (*Isaiah, and the Pentateuch*) at that
time.
    Acts 18:25 “This man had been instructed in the way of the
Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and
teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being
acquainted only with the baptism of John.” The text says that
he was instructed in the way of the Lord, possibly had a solid and
godly upbringing where he was taught about Jesus and the
baptism of John. Fervent in the spirit, meaning he walked with the
Lord, and he was burning/ warm/ hot for the gospel and full of the
Spirit. His relationship with God allowed him to teach accurately
the things of God. You can’t teach the things of God accurately
without having a proper relationship. This a small focus on the life
of Apollos matching up with what he was teaching. He taught with
total accuracy, He walked the walk and talked the talk. 
    There is this idea in christian culture where we are becoming
obsessed with orthodoxy but despising true orthopraxy. He was
acquainted only with the baptism of John. Acquainted in this
context means that he had spent hours studying, learning,
investigating and becoming familiar with the baptism of John. His
study of the baptism of John most likely gave him clarity on other
issues and opened the door to understand all things concerning
the baptism of John like : The relationship with John the Baptist
and Jesus, why Jesus chose John the Baptist to baptize him, the
preaching of John the Baptist. 
    Acts 18:26 “And he begin to speak out boldly in the
synagogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they
took him aside and explained to him the way of God more
accurately.” Apollos spoke boldly and confidently with the
knowledge he had. Priscilla and Aquila heard him and gave him
insight or helped him by explaining some things to him about the
ways of God. 



This does not mean that Apollos was a false teacher, but there
were some details he could have been leaving out possibly
because he was only acquainted with the baptism of John.
Priscilla and Aquila were helpful to him and the body of Christ by
explaining the ways of God more clearly. 
    Acts 18:27-28 “ And when he wanted to go across to
Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote to the
disciples to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he
greatly helped those who had believed through grace. (28) for
he powerfully refuted the Jews in public demonstrating by
the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ” Inspired by the help
of teaching from Priscilla and Aquila he wanted to go to Achaia
(Corinth) to further teach the scriptures in a mighty way like he
was doing in the synagogue. His relationship with God,
willingness to defend the faith and knowledge of scripture earned
respect from other believers in the faith. The believers in Ephesus
wrote to the believers in Corinth to welcome him and when he got
there he used his gifts and wisdom he had and helped the body of
Christ greatly. 
    He powerfully refuted (refuted- Antikrouo / Greek term means
to defeat, oppose or show how the person you are debating has a
contradiction or holes in their argument) the Jews in public by
using the scriptures to show that Jesus was the Christ. Apollos
used his bible knowledge and education to prove Christ was real
by explaining the scriptures. He was an early church apologist. 
    Things to note, Apollos was well trained in the scriptures before
he went to Ephesus. Alexandria Egypt, his birthplace, was the
most learned city in the Greco- Roman world. Since Apollos was
mighty in the scriptures, this is proof that Christianity had already
reached Egypt before Acts 18. Possibly around A.D.49-A.D.53)
Mark, who wrote the gospel of Mark is said to have brought the
gospel specifically to Alexandria Egypt between AD 49-AD 53.
Apollos was a free man, he was not a slave. Apollos had accepted
Christianity as his way of life by the 



revealing of Christ and his acceptance of the Lordship of Christ
over his life. This took place 1560+ years before slavery/ The
Transatlantic Slave Trade.
    I would like to shift focus and discuss John Mark’s ministry and
missional journey. John Mark was chosen to be an assistant to
Paul and Barnabas on the mission of evangelism to Antioch in
A.D.43. (Acts 11:22-30). It later spreads to Jerusalem, Antioch,
Seleucia, Cyprus, Salamis, Paphos, and Perga as John Mark is
still working along with Paul and Barnabas (Acts 11:30) Then Paul
and Barnabas take John Mark with them on the first Missionary
trip (Acts 12:25-13:13). During this time when Paul, Barnabas,
and Mark were on mission Mark left them and went back to
Jerusalem when they were in Pamphylia. This left a bad taste in
Paul’s mouth and he refused to take John Mark along with him
back to Antioch, So Barnabas took him with him to Cyprus around
A.D. 50. 
    According to African tradition, Mark preaches, heals, ordains
the first bishop Anianus, and plants a church in Alexandria Egypt
around this time (A.D. 49- A.D. 53). After that, he goes to
Ephesus, then is requested by Paul to come to Rome with
Timothy, A.D.64. Years later Paul and Peter are martyred in
Rome and Mark is martyred April 26th A.D.68. Here is a quote
from Thomas Oden’s “How Africa Shaped The Christian Mind”,
“Geographically he covered more ground than Paul, according to
African tradition. John Mark’s connection to Jesus was evident
when you look in the book of acts. The upper room was Mark’s
mother’s house, and that house was also where Peter came after
he was released from imprisonment by an angel of The Lord.
John Mark’s story, mission, and ministry have been kept alive
through liturgy and synaxarium from African tradition and text.
Mark’s life’s work has been documented by Athanasius, Cyril,
Origen, Pope Shenouda III, and many others. Even though
western Christianity doesn’t speak of 



it as much and as some even deny it, it’s hard to ignore 2,000 years of
evidence over 200 years of skepticism”. (1)
    Next, I would like to move to one of my favorite characters and
fathers of African Christianity as well as the church, Athanasius. He was
born in Alexandria Egypt, between A.D.293-298. He was nicknamed the
Black Dwarf, and was called into ministry in his teen years. It is said that
Bishop Alexander heard him outside playing church. Young Athanasius
was preaching the gospel as well as baptizing his pagan friends that
were listening to his message. Bishop Alexander had him brought to
him and examined him through questioning and conversation. (3). 
    Athanasius would later be discipled by Bishop Alexander as a reader,
as a deacon, then later would be consecrated as the next Bishop and
would be very instrumental to the doctrine of the Triune God attributed
to the Nicene Creed birthed in A.D. 325 at The Council of Nicaea. This
was the first Ecumenical Council of the Christian church, called to order
by Constantine I, who was not a true believer. There were 318 Bishops
and Elders present but only five were from the western church. The
settlement was over the divine nature of Christ and his relationship to
God the Father, establishing uniformed observance of the date of
Easter and promulgation of early canon law. There were Bishops from
Asia Minor, Georgia, Armenia, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Greece, and
Thrace. 
    Athanasius was a young deacon at the time but Bishop Alexander
saw him as a companion. Athanasius was remembered by many works
of his life and dedication to Christ but one of the most prolific moments
was his debate with Arius. Arius believed that Jesus Christ was not
consubstantial or of the essence of God the Father but he was created
by God the Father. Bishop Alexander and Athanasius succeeded in
having the Council side with the truth about the nature of Christ.
Athanasius became the 20th Bishop of Alexandria. He spent 17 years in
exile, five different times, by four different emperors. This was due to
persecution to Christians still after the Council of Nicea and Edict of
Milan. 
    As a Bishop, Athanasius wrote two treatises, “De Incarnatione” (On
The Incarnation) and “Contra Gentes” (Against The Heathen). Here are
some of my favorite quotes and words from his treatise titled “On The
Incarnation”



“Dead men cannot take effective action”-
“Deeds and actions that energize others only belong to the living”-
“Does a dead man prick the consciences of men, so they throw all
tradition of their fathers away to bow down before the teaching of
Christ?” -
“They laugh at that which is no fit subject for mockery, yet fail to see the
shame and ridiculousness of their own idols.” 
“Though He used the body as his instrument he shared nothing of its
defects, but rather sanctified it by His indwelling.”- (4) 

    He received many names towards the end of his life that the world would
remember him by Athanasius Contra Mundum- (Athanasius Against The
World), The Easter Doctor of The Church, Eastern Orthodox Church- Father
of Orthodoxy. During his life, he was threatened to be killed and he fled
several times from death. He died A.D. 373, May 2nd, and spent the last 7
years of his life fixing the damage done during the earlier years of violence,
dissent, and exile. He is remembered in the Africa tradition on January 18th
along with Cyril of Alexandria.  
    The next individual we will shine a light on is a prolific Christian scholar
named Quintus Septimius Florens Tertullianus. Due to the length of his
name, I will call him Tertullian during this session of reading. Tertullian is
named as a father of Western Christianity and is also felt to be very
instrumental in the vocabulary and thought of Western Christianity. He was
born around A.D. 160 and lived to A.D. 240. His birthplace was Carthage
which was a Roman province in Africa at the time, modern-day Tunisia.
There isn’t much detailed information about his early childhood. It has been
said that he had pagan parents. His father was a centurion for an African
based legion in the province. Tertullian received an outstanding education in
rhetoric, literature, and law. In his early twenties, he went off to college,
worked as a lawyer and was converted to Christianity when he came back
home to Carthage. It’s said that he was very intrigued by the Christian
religion. He felt there was something different about them and how they
handled themselves with ridicule, persecution, rigorous living conditions, and
being martyred.
    Tertullian dedicated himself to extensive writing and literary works from his
40’s to ’60s. "He was a pioneer and one of a kind writer. His flare, attitude,
transparency, emotion, aphorisms, defensive wording, and sarcasm against
opponents was a style of his own. In his writing titled “Apologeticus'', he wrote
to Roman magistrates his most pungent defense of Christianity. He expressed
his anguish of Christian persecution. He discussed at some length of 



how Christians were being martyred, murdered, and treated unfairly
without even getting a trial. On the contrary, those who were murderers,
thieves, and adulterers received a fair trial" (3). 
    This was a picture of the persecution Christians dealt with before the
Edict of Milan, Council of Nicaea, and Edict of Thessalonica. He wrote
several treatises: “Ad Uxorem'', “De Patentia”, “Adversus Marcionem”,
Adversus Valentinianos”, Adversus Hermogenem”, “De Resurrectione
Carnis”. Following is a section of Tertullian’s literary works cited from
Brittanica.com written by Robert L. Wilken and last updated 11-15-2017. 

"He also wrote the first Christian book on Baptism, De Baptismo; a book on the
Christian doctrine of man, De anima (“Concerning the Soul''); essays on prayer and

devotion, De oratione(“Concerning Prayer”); and a treatise directed against all
heresy, De praescriptione haereticorum (“Concerning the Prescription of Heretics”).

In addition to apologetical and polemical works, he addressed himself to a whole
range of moral and practical problems on issues facing Christians of his day: what is
an appropriate dress; the wearing of cosmetics, De cultu feminarum (“Concerning the

Dress of Women''); service in the military, De corona (“Concerning the Crown”—a
military decoration); whether one should flee under persecution, De Fuga in

persecutione(“Concerning Flight in Persecution”); on marriage and remarriage, De
exhortatione castitatis (“Concerning the Exhortation to Chastity”) and De

monogamia(“Concerning Monogamy”); on the arts, theatre, and civic festivals, De
spectaculis(“Concerning Spectacles”); De idollatria (“Concerning Idolatry”); on

repentance after Baptism, De poenitentia (“Concerning Repentance”); and others".(5)

    Quintus Tertullian advanced the development of early church Doctrine. He
was the first writer in Latin to use the word trinity (Trinitas). He was a famous
orator and wrote 3 books in Greek. A 4th-century scholar named Jerome claims
that Tertullian was ordained a priest in the African church of his province and
was very instrumental in the growth of the African church. Towards the end of
his life, he removed himself from the contemporary church and became a
polarizing figure in a new prophetic movement called Montanism, (similar to
Pentecostalism today). Modern-day scholars look to deny his influence
because of his later life, some call him a heretic. However, there is no denying
his influence on Latin Christianity and the western world of Christian thinking
and writing.  
    In conclusion, the proof of African presence in the early life of the
church
(Pre-Transatlantic Slave Trade) is undeniable. The scholarly writings,
extensive formal education, literary works, life application, and martyrdom
is evident that their lives had been 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/heresy


changed by the blood of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit.
They took their relationship with the Lord seriously, spent most of their
lives living for God, and continuing to perfect and pursue their calling for
the kingdom.



Chapter 2
The Gospel and The Transatlantic Slave Trade

    The Transatlantic Slave Trade is a dark, horrific, deathly stench on
American and World History. Even though it is normally discussed
during Black History Month, it is a part of history that most white people
either look over or white evangelicals don’t like to discuss. I have
learned in life that trying to ignore the folly of your history gives you a
great chance to repeat it. Being a black male in America is tough and
being a black male Christian in America is even tougher. Why do I say
this? My reasoning comes from years of serving in a predominately
white church and growing up in the top 10 most dangerous
neighborhoods in the country. The neighborhood I grew up in had
multiple crack houses with a 3-4 block radius. Some of those addicts
that I came in contact with daily or weekly were family members. 
    The economic pendulum was lopsided. The only grocery store we
had was loaded with processed and unclean meats, protein, and
veggies. There were no banks even 10-15 miles within living distance. I
remember my grandmother, myself and so many others who lived in my
neighborhood cashing our paychecks at a corner store called
Standards. I didn’t understand what a bank account was until I was in
high school. It might seem like I’m off topic but please bear with me as I
paint the picture of the generational oppression that slavery has caused
to black people, the black church, and the body of the church as a
whole. Not having the proper resources and not having equal resources
can devastate an individual. 
    Growing up, I went to public schools that were in rougher than the
average neighborhoods. The resources and availability of educational
support were poor. Even the private schools were bad because it did not
have proper makeup conducive for success. Even my college, where I
am mentally focused on becoming a greater, more educated person, is
not supportive of my dreams. On a campus of 10,000+ students, we had
1, yes 1, computer lab that was open to all students. I don’t need to tell
you that there were never enough computers available for use. I am
thankful to my Lord and Savior for blessing me and my younger brother 



more likely to commit a crime by age 15
more likely to be convicted of a felon by age 21
More likely to be killed by age 21
More likely to drop out of high school or college

with a mom who was adamant about giving us the tools to be successful and
empowering us to never become statistics. What is the statistic for a black
male growing up in a poor single-parent home? 
Here’s a quick list…. 

   Now, these are not all but they are some. I explain this, because slavery
started a trend that the black man has been trying to fight against for
centuries. That trend was murdering or destroying black fathers which also
destroyed black families. The worst part about it as we deal with this issue
daily is that our anglo counterparts pretend as if slavery wasn’t THAT bad
because we were freed in 1863 (which isn’t true), now they claim we have
the same opportunities. Even worse, some white evangelicals have been
tainted by their past so much that even though they try to ignore it they
repeat it. White privilege is a vicious beast that has propelled the anglo race
and suppressed all others by default. I'm not saying white priviledge started
slavery, but it definitely kept the criminals who profited from it out of jail.
   Think about it… how easy would it be for you to be successful if you came
into someone’s house, beat the father almost to death, have sex with his
wife in front of him, force him to have sex with his wife to have multiple
children, then split them up and force the parents to work for you for free
while you find someone of your choice to raise their kids. 
   In one swoop, you will have destroyed the family, ruined the father’s
confidence, traumatized the wife, ruined the kid’s chances of being
successful, or having a normal life and managed to start your own business
as well. My heart wrenches with pain while typing this. This is something that
went on consistently for about 250+ years but has devastated the black
family, black church, and the church as a whole. In this chapter, we will
discuss The Gospel and the Transatlantic Slave Trade, how it poisoned the
reputation of the church, how slaves got the gospel, and the difference
between New World American Slavery and Indentured servitude. We will
also discuss what we can do to heal the body of Christ by fighting against
oppression in our modern world. 
   The TAST(Transatlantic Slave Trade) dismantled African civilization and
exploded the European’s launch of a new economy and lifestyle. The people
involved were The French, The



Partus sequitur ventrem (called partus, for short), stating that any
children born in the colony would take the status of the mother. A child
of an enslaved mother would be born into slavery, regardless of the
father being a freeborn Englishman or Christian. 
Spanish would baptize Africans first before embarking (enslaving)
them.
They would share the gospel to enslave, instead of freeing them.
(False Teachers)
 Louisiana: French slave owners and traders kidnapped Africans, gave
them rights to marry, and the family to stay together, but they made
sure to convert them to Catholicism before they enslaved them or
after. They wouldn’t free them though.
America and slave trade- 50 years of Slave owning presidents. 

Germans, The Dutch, The Spanish, The English, The Protestants, and
The Africans. The estimated amount of money made from slavery from
1619 to 1865 (not including sharecropping) was $14 TRILLION!!! Yes,
TRILLION. This amount is equivalent to $203,127,227,810,128.84 our
time. Now you understand why it’s so hard to own land if it has all been
purchased up and held by whites during slavery and passed on to
generations after them. The Homestead Act in 1862 was pivotal for white
wealth. Over 150+ million acres of land were given away to whites for the
price of a filing fee. 
    I would like to introduce a term called “Man Stealing”. Individuals from
European countries came to Africa, stole 11 Million plus people, and
forced them to build the American economy and other European
civilizations for free. They had the idea to keep them for long periods of
time, force them to have children so they could earn a residual income off
of the slaves' offspring. Here are just a few dynamics on how the French,
Spanish, and American “so-called” Christians were involved and their
practices: 

    The influx of income for the Europeans was astronomical and the death
rate of the African was like a nuclear bomb 100 times larger than the bomb
of Hiroshima exploding in the middle of Texas. The most disgusting part is
that most of these slave masters used the bible to enforce and approve of
their behavior towards the Africans. This is a small list of individuals who
claim to be Christian but saw no problem with slavery or conscious
oppression of the black race.



Robert E. Lee- Considered a kingdom man because he “hated” slavery
but he publicly opposed racial equality and granting African Americans
voting rights and other political rights. Robert E. Lee is quoted by
saying, -“The blacks are immeasurably better off here than in Africa,
morally, physically, and socially. The painful discipline they are
undergoing is necessary for their further instruction as a race and will
prepare them, I hope, for better things. How long their servitude may
be necessary is known and ordered by a merciful Providence. (6) 
Duke of York- Royal African Company (He owned for Slavetrade
business)-Protestant 
William Penn- Pennsylvania Quaker who owned slaves
William Philip Perrin- Graduated from Westminster- owned 5 Jamaican
Estates with slaves. 

    It is said that some Europeans felt that the African man and woman did
not have a soul, therefore God had no reason to be for them and they had
no real value on earth. This belief would bring on the concept of slave
codes by the Catholic and British churches. The slave masters were said
to be fixated on the scripture passage of 1st Peter 2:18-21 about obeying
your masters, but somehow totally forgot to consider the gospel of Mark
ch.12:30-31 about loving God with all your being and loving your neighbor
as yourself. When you love God with all your mind, spirit, heart, and love
your neighbor as yourself, you see every man and woman as a mirror
reflection. This is recommended, knowing that we are created in the image
of God (Genesis 1:26-27). The slave masters used the bible not because it
was new to Africa but because Africa was familiar with scripture. In the
first chapter, we discussed the rise of African Christianity 1500 years
before the TAST. (TAST is short for "Transatlantic Slave Trade" I will use
the acronym going forward). 
    I find it hard-pressed for them to be totally clueless about the context of
scripture. However, I do understand that there were some areas in Africa
that the gospel of Christ Jesus hadn't reached yet. I have always said that
the Europeans did not oppress our ancestors into slavery by using the
bible even though it seems that way to the guarded mind. However, they
did enslave us by using whips, chains, violence, murder, rape, sexual
assault, physical abuse, lynching, molestation, sodomy, male and female
castration, and a myriad of horrific practices that Satan throws a party for.
In the 1600s, the Duke of York started a company called The Royal



Olaudah Equiano- Specifically, he became involved in working in
Sierra Leone, a colony founded in 1792 for freed slaves by Britain in
West Africa. He was a prominent abolitionist in the British movement to
end the Atlantic slave trade. His autobiography, published in 1789,
helped in the creation of the Slave Trade Act 1807 which ended the
African slave trade for Britain and its colonies. Was converted to
Christianity at the age of 14, when he went to spend time learning how
to read, write, and become well educated with a family member of his
master. Because of his connection to Britain, he was able to travel
abroad after he bought his freedom. He was almost kidnapped back
into slavery months after he bought his freedom. (8)

African Company that became a catalyst to the TAST. That company itself
was responsible for 350,000+ slaves being sold into slavery. They started
the Royal African Company in a similar way that modern businesses do
when launching a crowdfunding sale to build capital for their business
campaign, marketing, etc.. Kings and other men of wealth or prominence
from different coasts, rallied together to put specific amounts of income to
receive a percentage of profits from The Royal African Company’s success
from the TAST. The hard conversation to have though, is that the Duke Of
York considered himself a christian, he was a protestant. 
    So, I think it’s interesting how during the protestant reformation, they
were painstakingly focused on contending for the faith against the Roman
Catholic church but didn’t think it was plausible to fight against slavery. The
protestant movement will be remembered by the 5 Sola’s; Sola Fide (By
Faith Alone), Sola Christo (By Christ Alone), Sola Gratia (By Grace Alone),
Sola Scriptura (By Scripture Alone), Sola De la Gloria (For The Glory of
God alone) but somehow could not adhere to Mark 12:30-31: And you
shall love the Lord God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your mind, and with all your strength. 
    The second is this, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is
NO other commandment greater than these. I find it hard to believe that I
can love my neighbor as myself but still see fit to chain him/her, beat
him/her, rape him/her, and mentally, physically, and emotionally destroy
them in the same breath. Yet, even through that, there was still a great
number of men and women who were changed and regenerated by the
Holy Spirit. Here a few of the slaves who came to Christ and lived for him
as a disciple and changemaker or as I would like to say, men of justice. 



Absalom Jones- First African American priest of the Episcopal Church.
Born into slavery on November 6, 1746, in Sussex Delaware. Bought his
freedom at the age of 38. One day at church service Absalom Jones,
Richard Allen and other black men were pulled up from their knees and
told to go pray in the segregated area. This infuriated them. Seven months
later he and Richard Allen launched the Free African Society, a non-
denominational religious and mutual aid organization. Absalom would later
go on to construct and plant The African Episcopal Church in 1794. They
would begin having Sunday services 3 years before the date of the
church’s acceptance into the Pennsylvania Diocese. Absalom Jones was
listed as it’s licensed Lay Leader. He was ordained a deacon in 1794 and
a Priest in 1804. (9)
Henry Mcneal Turner- Even though he was born a free man in 1834, his
grandfather was kidnapped and brought to Britain. The British found out
that his grandfather was a prince and since it was illegal to enslave anyone
of a royal bloodline, they let him go free but would not let him return home
to Africa. He learned how to read, became a lawyer, studied science as
well as theology. He planted one of, if not the first AME churches in Atlanta
Georgia. He was elected as the first black chaplain in the armed forces but
removed from the position due to his stance or views on equality for
African Americans and the horrible world of slavery (10).

     Now, with that being said, I would like to discuss the idea of God being an
advocate of New World American Slavery. First, let’s get some definitions out
of the way. 
    New World Slavery= Europeans traveling to Africa and capturing/man
stealing African Men, women, and children to work for free in America while
building their land and cropping tobacco for free. After reading the evidence of
what NWAS (New World American Slavery) truly was, I find it foolish to believe
that God was okay with it. We have to learn to respect and understand the
difference between what God ordains, and what God allows. It is also helpful
to realize that by nature, men are evil, sinful, and selfish. We also have to
understand that when you look at the Old Testament God in comparison to the
New Testament God, there is a difference in how He judged the world but not
a difference in His character. In the Old Testament, there was no sacrifice for
man’s sin other than burnt offerings, mosaic law, etc.. so God handled all
judgment in his hand deciding who receives grace and favor. In the New
Testament, ALL of the judgment of man rests on the shoulders of The Lord’s
sacrificial Lamb, His only begotten Son,

 



Jesus Christ. There were instances where God stepped in and judged
some immediately though. So it might seem that God is slow to be present
but he is giving us time to seek a relationship with His Son. (2nd Peter 3:8-
10) By sending His son to die physically and conquer sin eternally, He has
judged man eternally for the relationship man has with His Son Jesus
Christ. 
    Now, even though God allowed these things to happen to African men
and women he did not ordain NWAS. There are reasons why I know this,
as well as scripture references that I believe in that support this way of
thinking. One, the motive behind NWAS was for economic gain and
economic empowerment for the Slave Owner/Master but indentured
servitude, what we see used in the bible was used for economic relief of
the poor or the individual in debt. Leviticus 25:35-37 reads, “Now in case
a [a]countryman of yours becomes poor and his [b]means with regard to
you falter, then you are to sustain him, like a stranger or a sojourner, that
he may live with you. 36 Do not take [c]usurious interest from him, but
revere your God, that your [d]countryman may live with you. 37 You shall
not give him your silver at interest, nor your food for gain.” (Exodus 21:2)
“If you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve for six years; but on the
seventh, he shall go out as a free man without payment. 3) If he comes
alone, he shall go out alone; if he is the husband of a wife, then his wife
shall go out with him. 
    (Deuteronomy 15:12-15) “If your kinsman, a Hebrew man or woman, is
sold to you, then he shall serve you for years, but in the seventh year, you
shall set him free. 13) When you set him free, you shall not send him away
empty-handed. 14) You shall furnish him liberally from your flock and your
threshing floor and from your wine vat; you shall give to him as the Lord
your God has blessed you. 15) You shall remember that you were a slave
in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God redeemed you; therefore I
command you this today. 
    The next reference is to involuntary Hebrew & Gentile criminals in
restitution: (Exodus 22:1-3. Exodus 21:6) The next scripture references
are to How slaves were treated: Exodus 20:9-10, Exodus 23:12 talk
about allowing yourself and your slaves to work for six days and rest on
the seventh. (Exodus 21:16) “He who kidnaps a man, whether he sells
him or he is found in his possession, shall surely be put to death.”
(Exodus 21:20)- “If a man strikes his male or female slave and he dies at
his hand, he shall be punished.”(Exodus 21:26-27)- “If a man 



strikes the eye of his male or female slave, and destroys it, he shall let him
go free on the account of his eye. 27) And if he knocks out a tooth of his
male or female slave, he shall let him go free on the account of his tooth.”
Reference on man-stealing/kidnapping, (Exodus 22:21)- “You shall not
wrong a stranger or oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of
Egypt” 
    In Genesis 24:2, Abraham makes a covenant with the oldest
servant/slave in the house. In this passage, since the slave is the oldest
male in the household under Abraham, he has charge of all that Abraham
owns. So, we see that in the bible, here in the Old Testament, that slaves
were seen as family and were able to share the inheritance with their
masters. (Proverbs 17:2)- says, “A slave who acts wisely will rule over a
son who acts shamefully, and will share in the inheritance among brothers.
WOW! How gracious is the God of heaven and earth to put a mandate
forward where a slave who was most likely in debt to his master or an
indentured servant, be included in the will. That is a picture of the gospel. I
can be born into sin and under the rule of bondage from Satan, but
promised an inheritance from Christ Jesus through belief in his finished
work on the cross!!! To God be the glory for his mighty hand of love and
sovereignty!! 
    Finally, in Leviticus 25:47-54, we get an understanding of the Year of
Jubilee set in place by the law, “Now if the [a]means of a stranger or a
sojourner with you becomes sufficient, and a [b]countryman of yours
becomes so poor concerning him as to sell himself to a stranger who is
sojourning with you, or to the descendants of a stranger’s family, 48 then
he shall have redemption right after he has been sold. One of his brothers
may redeem him, 49 or his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may redeem him, or
one of his blood relatives from his family may redeem him; or [c]if he
prospers, he may redeem himself. 50 He then with his purchaser shall
calculate from the year when he sold himself to him up to the year of
jubilee; and the price of his sale shall correspond to the number of years. It
is like the days of a hired man that he shall be with him. 51 If there are still
many years, he shall refund part of his purchase price in proportion to
them for his own redemption; 52 and if few years remain until the year of
jubilee, he shall so calculate with him. In proportion to his years, he is to
refund the amount for his redemption. 53 Like a man hired year by year,
he 



shall be with him; he shall not rule over him with severity in your
sight”. We must understand that the bible is strictly against man-
stealing and every aspect of New World American Slavery. You will
get the same idea when you read the bible, ask God for clarity, and
don’t look to social media or memes for education.



Acts 11:26: Believers meeting together in Antioch were first
called Christians in Antioch
Acts 26:28- Paul defense against Herod Agrippa II, where
Herod told Paul, “You almost persuaded me to be a Christian”
1st Peter 4:16- Peter says, count it all joy to be persecuted as a
Christian. 
Christian - Greek (Christianos) taken from Christos- meaning a
follower of the anointed one, or (Of) the anointed one. 

Chapter 3
The Gospel and The Christian Identity

    One common debate between Christians and non-Christians is
the origin of the word Christian or Christianity. According to Strong’s
concordance, the word Christian in greek is (Christianos)= It means
to be of the anointed one or a follower of Christ. It derives from the
word Christos, (which means Christ) Some things to consider:

Many people claim that we received this name from our enemies or
the pagans. 
    I haven’t seen any definitive scriptural proof, that makes that
claim exactly. However, history notes that Antioch had a tradition of
coming up with nicknames for others. So that is most likely why that
saying even occurs. Some believers choose to use the word saint
instead of Christian because of what they feel it derives from, a
derogatory nickname for Christ-followers.
    Either way, If it’s in the bible, we can use it for instruction and
growth. 2nd Timothy 3:16-17 supports that. I believe that if it is in
the bible, then it is ok for me to use it for instruction and learning as
well as application for daily life. No manmade name or cultural
history has any authority over the bible or who the bible tells me I
am. Besides, I don't care if people persecute me for me saying I'm
Christian. I'm supposed to be persecuted, it's a part of the call to
following Christ Jesus. 



CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION
    Next I would like to discuss the idea of Christian persecution. There are
many who claim to be Christians that are not. For example, Catholics
(Roman Catholic- Modern Day) Mormons, Jehovah’s Witness, and others.
Today Christians receive much persecution, especially if you are black. (Due
to the White man’s religion dilemma, or schism.) 
    Christians received much persecution during the 1st through the 3rd
century and still receive a lot of persecution today. During the 1st - 3rd-
century Christianity was illegal. Many Christians were martyred and
condemned to exile for their religious beliefs and their relationship with
Christ. Roman Emperors like Nero were known for burning Christians alive.
Tertullian discusses this topic in-depth in his treatise titled “Apologeticus”
which is a defense for Christianity against the Roman magistrates of that
time. He has a quote that still rings loud and clear in modern times as he
says, “You persecute us (Christians) for speaking truth without a fair trial, but
you give the murderer, liar, defiler the luxury of a fair trial even though they
are guilty of all charges against them”.(7) This is so full of truth as we look at
our world today and the Christian man or woman is seen as the enemy just
by using the title Christian. 
    This has definitely been brought upon us because of so many false
teachers, racist, and other individuals who claim the title but don’t bear any
good fruit or exemplify any fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
    The Edict of Milan was called by and signed by Roman Emperors
Constantine and Licinius to proclaim religious toleration, this was in 313 A.D.
I think this is interesting knowing that Tertullian wrote his treatise between
180 A.D.-205 A.D. This means that christian persecution carried on for
another 113 years until Diocletian ended the persecution of Christians and
the Edict of Milan was birthed. 12 years later, 325 A.D., the Nicene Creed
would be established at the Council of Nicea. This was called to order by the
Roman Emperor Constantine to settle the debate and confusion over what
Christians believed. There were 318 Bishops present with only 5 from the
western world. Athanasius, an African bishop from Alexandria Egypt was
present. He was brought along by the Bishop of Alexandria at the time due to
his astute knowledge of scripture and Christian education. Tradition states
that there was a debate between Athanasius and Arius on the deity of Christ
and Athanasius’ view was deemed accurate and true which gave birth to the
Nicene Creed. The Nicene Creed explains what we believe as Christians

 



or believers in Christ Jesus. Here is a copy of it from, 
“The Popular Encyclopedia of Church History”(pg. 58) 

We believe in one God, The Father almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father

before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made; Of the same essence as the

Father. Through Him, all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and was made human. He
was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was
buried. The third day he rose again according to the scriptures.
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the

Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the
dead. His kingdom will never end. And we believe in the Holy
Spirit, The Lord, the giver of life, He proceeds from the Father
and the Son, and with the Father and the Son, and with the

Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
He spoke through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic

and apostolic church. 
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to live in
the world to come. Amen. (11)

   The Nicene Creed actually clears up the confusion between
different religions or groups who claim to be Christian but
actually aren’t, like Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, and Roman
Catholics. As believers, persecution is imminent and Peter tells
us to count it all joy and a blessing when we are persecuted for
being a Christian. As believers, we are called to duty as well as
called to suffer as Christ suffered. This is not a honky dory piece
of cake, a problem-free, pain-free journey. 



-Abyssinian Christianity- Ethiopia named the 1st Christian nation
in the world. 
-Church Fathers- Athanasius, Tertullian, Origen, Augustine of
Hippo, Ethiopian Eunuch. 
-313 A.D. Edict of Milan signed by Constantine and Licinius, which
proclaimed religious toleration in the Roman Empire. It was issued
in 313, shortly after the end of persecution of Christians by the
emperor Diocletian.
-King Eazana- Aksumite Kingdom- Christian is a Statewide
religion in 330 A.D. 
-Adulis, Sanctuary for exiled Christians in (284 A.D.-305 A.D.)
-Ethiopian Christianity endured through 1974, despite religious &
political threats from all sides.
-Solomonic Dynasty (Menelik)? 
-St. Frumentius - 1st Bishop of Ethiopia (Consecrated by
Athanasius, 20th Bishop of Alexandria, Egypt) 
In understanding the true history of Christianity, we see that it is
rich with African history/presence. With so much historical proof,
documentation, as well as archaeological proof, it is hard to still
see Christianity as a white man’s religion.

Christian Identity from Antiquity to Today



Our Identity in Christ
   I would like to spend the last part of this chapter to present an
explanation for why our identity in Christ is important and how an
identity rooted in the person of Christ gives us the power to
conquer all through His name for his glory. 
   Who we are?- Galatians 3:26-29 For you are all sons of God
through faith in Christ Jesus. 27, For all of you who were baptized
into Christ, have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28, There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there
is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29,
And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants,
heirs according to promise. This passage lets us know that once
you have become a part of Christs’ family by belief in Him, your
skin color is no longer a focal point of true identity. However, of
course, it is a part of who you are but your relationship with Jesus
trumps your skin color, nationality, bloodline, etc. His blood on the
cross washed away all sins and covered all those who believe.
There is nothing more important to your identity other than your
relationship with Christ. What use is it to be royalty on earth but to
not be a part of God’s royal family where truth and justice are
more important than status and prestige? 
   When we accept Christ as our savior, His spirit lives inside of us
and begins to conform our image to His. I am not against loving
who you are physically. By all means, love who you are, be
thankful for the specific features that God gave you but don’t fall
into the trap of loving yourself more than your creator.
Genesis 1: 26-27, Then God said, Let Us make man in Our
image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth. 27- God created man in His own image, in the image of
God He created him; male and female He created them. 



   This is a picture of how God took out time and pleasure to create us in
His own image. We were made in the image of the ALMIGHTY GOD! That
is mindblowing! So no matter how you see yourself, understand that God
made you in His image. He did this for his glory and your benefit. The
same God that created the universe, made you in His image to subdue the
earth and rule. We have authority from God to rule the earth, be fruitful,
and multiply. What a blessing that is! Our identity is rooted in God’s image
and who He created us to be, the problem we have is adhering to His
instruction and participating in the life He created for us. 
   1st Peter 2:9 But you are a CHOSEN RACE, royal PRIESTHOOD, A
HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you
may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light. This scripture passage lets us know God’s plan
for the believer. He says that we were chosen for God’s own possession
so we can proclaim His excellence of how He brought us out of darkness
into His marvelous light. Please understand, outside of a relationship with
Christ being your ultimate reflection of your identity, you don’t have much
but your physical features. God created you for more than just being black,
white, Asian, Indian, native American, African, an engineer, a
psychologist, a therapist, a store manager, a sales clerk, an entrepreneur.
He created you to participate in the awesome privilege of bringing glory to
the One who is the Father of all creation. 
   You can bring Him glory through your job, profession, or business
ownership, but you can’t place your job or profession over your calling and
command to proclaim the excellencies of Christ. Him bringing you out of
the darkness of sin, selfishness, self-hate, foolishness, evilness, pride,
pain, loneliness, and eternal damnation into joy, love, and peace that
surpasses all understanding is a MAJOR deal! That’s worthy enough to tell
the world about it! 
   Ephesians 2:10,- For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in
them.  John 8:44 (If you are not of Christ) says, You are of your father the
devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer
from the beginning and does not stand in the truth because there is no
truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for
he is a liar and the father of lies. This scripture passage lets us know our
identity if we are not Christians or believers and followers of Christ.



   We are born in sin because of Adam, the first man, falling away
from the Lord when he sinned. So we are born with our identity
being in sin and separation from God, even though God created us
in His image. Having a Christian identity and being made in the
image of God is separate. 
   God created us for a specific purpose, but we have a choice to
participate in that purpose. God created man in His image, but
because of Adam, we are born in sin. As we grow in life, we have
an opportunity to take on the identity in Christ that He set aside for
us. Just being born and made in God’s image does not give us
Christian identity. Christ said in John 3 that we must be born again
to see the kingdom of God. He was explaining this to a scholar
named Nicodemus. He let him know that you will not enter your
mother’s womb again, but you must be born of the Spirit. 
   John 3: 3-6 - 3- Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I
say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God. 4- Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born again
when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s
womb and be born, can he?” 5- Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say
to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God. 6- “That which is born of the flesh is flesh,
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit”.    
   I have listed some important questions that everyone needs to
answer. I have also given the answers based on scripture for you to
read for yourself. (Yes, you have studying and homework to do). 
 1. Where did I come from? - Genesis 1:26-27 ; Colossians 1 
 2. Where am I going? 1st Chronicles 29:11-12, Galatians 6:7,
Isaiah 46:10.
 3. What’s best for the black community and every other
community? Isaiah 1:16-17
 4. How do we achieve what’s best for our community? James 1:27,
Romans 14:1, 1st Timothy 5:3, Romans 16:17, Mark 12:31.  
   Our identity is not in our skin color, names, job, career, family
name, gender, location, education, organization, denomination,
hairstyle, race, eye color, etc.. but in our relationship with Christ.



How do we change the world?
   We will change the world by impacting where we are
planted right now. It starts with a 
relationship in Christ Jesus. We must give our lives to Him to
secure eternity with Him and to have a relationship with
Christ so He can guide us and direct our lives. We must
share the gospel at home and give our family and children a
solid understanding of their identity
in Christ. Once we do that we can effectively serve in the
local church with confidence and assurance that we
understand scripture with clear revelation from the Holy
Spirit. Now once we have secured our households, and have
been equipped to build the body of the kingdom, then we
must go out into the world and make disciples. God gave us
a command to go out and make disciples in all nations.
When we look at our example, Christ did this. 
   We must fight for justice, for our fellow man, we must fight
for the unbeliever’s soul to be saved by Christ. We must
speak up for the poor, the widow, the impoverished, the
orphan, the disenfranchised regardless of their race, color, or
creed. There are hundreds of nations around the world who
identify themselves as believers, saints, Christians, and
disciples of Christ. There are billions of people who do not
have a relationship with Christ. We must maneuver through
the world using the gospel of Jesus Christ as the tool for
healing and redeeming every man and woman to see the
glory of God revealed to them through us sharing the gospel
truth. This gospel news is mandated by our Lord and Savior
to share with the world and that should be our focus until we
are glorified with the Father in eternity. Amen!! 
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1.“Athanasius On The Shirt”

H-tine got something to say/

While I’m eating beats like dinner on a plate/

Bars like Athanasius the great/

Gospel and black history the game/

Take notes while you listening mane/

This beat going hard in the paint/

The extreme opposite of Novocaine, UUH/

Who cares where the best at/ or whoever got the best

raps/

My bars, feel em’ in yo chest, Like a Big Show chest slap/

African Christianity, my church fathers be too black/

Christianity the white man’s religion, ya’ll argument too

wack/

Man please where your source at, tell me dog where you

get that/

Youtube link, Facebook meme, or the wrapper of a kit-

kat?/

Ya’ll really a joke, steady saying ya’ll woke/

Thought process broke, ya’ll don’t really want the

smoke/

False Ideologies and silly philosophies are an atrocity/

I know you mad but you watching me, only the Spirit is

stopping me/

He gave me the lyrics to drop heat, but His glory it’ll

drop knees/

All praise to the mighty king, I was tripping but He got me/

Chorus, repeat 2x

Christ In my life, Athanasius on the shirt

Christ in my life Athanasius on the shirt

Christ in my life, Athanasius on the shirt 

Christ in my life, Athanasius on the shirt



Verse 2
 

Repping the woke church, no sir it’s not a religion/

It’s sound doctrine and rich theology, we active on

mission/

Isaiah 1:17, seeking justice like God told us/

No favoritism in the body bruh, it’s fair when we roll up/

We defend the oppressed, helping those who are stressed/

Then lead them to Christ, in Him find rest/

We look after the orphans, and widows in their distress/

This is what God accepts, He said it’s faultless/

These things don’t replace the gospel, we know that/

But we still doing the work though, without them Kodaks/

Not looking to our own interest, but the interest of

others/

Like the homeless and the poor, single fathers, single

mothers/

Dope dealers and prostitutes, murderers that got life/

Pedophiles and the racist YEP, they can find hope in Christ/

He’ll change your life mane, turn the whole thing around/

He did it for me, all the way in H-Town/

 

Chorus, Repeat 2x

Christ in my life, Athanasius on the shirt,

Christ in my life, Athanasius on the shirt,

Christ in my life, Athanasius on the shirt,

Christ in my life, Athanasius on the shirt.

 

“There is thus, no inconsistency between creation and

salvation, for the One Father has employed the same Agent

for both works, effecting the salvation of the world

through the same Word who made it in the beginning.”-

-St. Athanasius, from his book “On The Incarnation” 

 



2 ”C.O.C.A. Coptic Orthodox Church of Alexandria”

The Coptic Orthodox Church of Alexandria/

Birthed in the first century and still got the stamina/

Still pumping through centuries of oppression/

Known worldwide for their apostolic succession/

Largest Christian community in the Middle East/

Guess that’s why the Middle East still got peace/

My bad, I forgot a definition/

What are Coptics, man that’s egyptian christians/

Africans who love the Lord and believe/

Jesus died on the cross and rose for you and me/

The first bishop who planted the Alexandrian Church/

Was the Mark the Evangelist, he started that whole

work/

After Mark came Anianus/

Put in 22 years of leadership man, I was astonished/

After Anianus was Abilius, but we just getting started

the next verse gets serious.

Chorus, Repeat 2X 

C.O.C.A. COCA! Coptic Orthodox Church lit I’ma show

ya,

C.O.C.A. COCA! it’s gospel and black history mane,

thought I told ya,

C.O.C.A. COCA! Coptic Orthodox lit I’ma show ya,

C.O.C.A. COCA! it’s gospel and black history mane,

thought I told ya



Verse 2

Next in line we got Cerdo/

10 plus years in ministry no furlough/

Got arrested, after that got martyred/

Cause he wouldn’t bow down to nobody but God the

Father/

Next came Primus, number 5/

Filled with good deeds ascetic and he was pious/

Bishop number 6 was Justus in that jawn/

Preaching, teaching, and reaching before Harvest

Point/

The first dean of the catechetical school/

Of Alexandria, say mane that’s too cool/

Number 7 Euminus, all about Christian mission/

Ordained and sent preachers to Nubian provinces/

This word is for them white man religion folk/

Who be thinking they woke, but their vision is broke/

Like Ephesians, arise O sleeper/

Give your life to Christ homeboy, he’ll be ya reaper/ 

Chorus, Repeat 2X 

C.O.C.A. COCA! Coptic Orthodox Church lit I’ma show

ya,

C.O.C.A. COCA! it’s gospel and black history mane

thought I told ya,

C.O.C.A. COCA! Coptic Orthodox lit I’ma show ya,

C.O.C.A. COCA! it’s gospel and black history mane

thought I told ya



3.“Running With Ahmaud”

Verse 1

When you see me man, what do you see?/

A dope dealer, a thug, a dope fiend?/

A murderer, a rapist, and animal?/

Or a man, a father, a human being?/ 

Sho Baraka was right, we could compromise/

But when we open our doors we getting colonized/

When we close our doors, we get ostracized/

When we open our eyes though we can see them lies/

He said the former, I said the latter/

We not fooled by that white supremacist chatter/

Claim to love your neighbor but you portray hate/

Claim to love scripture, but you’re an apostate/

I pray somebody gives you the gospel/

Cuz your life towards God is real hostile/

Only Christ can give your life substance/

I’m praying for you man, while I’m still praying for

justice, Ahmaud. 

Chorus, 

See I’m a just black man,

And just like you, I got a family,

And if you don’t see color, my brother,

How will you ever see me? ,

I’m running with Ahmaud, I’m running with Ahmaud

Arbery,

I’m running with Ahmaud, I’m running with Ahmaud

Arbery. 



Verse 2

Breonna Taylor dead but them cops still free/

They need to be fired, and put in jail please/

She wasn’t even 30 but the system did her dirty/

Ran in the house letting off shots in a flurry/

How can I forget, Elijah McCain/

Kind like a kid, treated like he was deranged/

Black people hurting mane, we all bleeding/

We all in pain, all our hearts leaking/

I’m tired of black folks killed/

Dead in the street, I’m having nightmares still/

When will it stop, when they gone treat us equal/

Breonna Taylor dead, Ahmaud and George were the

sequel/

Sometimes I’m just mad, sometimes I want to cry/

But I’m a fight for justice til’ I’m on that other side/

Celebrate June Nineteenth still wanting freedom/

Give your life to Christ though mane we all need em’/

Chorus, Repeat 2X

See I’m a just black man,

And just like you, I got a family,

And if you don’t see color my brother,

How will you ever see me? ,

I’m running with Ahmaud. I’m running with Ahmaud

Arbery,

I’m running with Ahmaud. I’m running with Ahmaud

Arbery. 



4. “Just Wanna Worship”

 

Lord I just wanna worship You like I never have/

It’s a blessing and honor to call You my dad/

You taught me not to care about the latest fads/

Taught me humility when I wanted to brag/

You kept it 100 when I lied to You/

You heard me so clear when I cried to you/

Never turned your back when I left You alone/

Your omnipresent nature never left me alone/

You were there for me, before I made it here/

You’re all powerful Lord, just to make it clear/

You love me even more when I mess up/

Gotta fess up, without I’m nothing, but with You I’m

blessed up/

Lord, I could never thank You enough/

But I thank You for dying on the cross and getting

up/

Rising Sunday morning with all power in Your

hands/

I just wanna worship You Lord, yeah that’s the

plan/

 

Chorus, Repeat 2X 

I just wanna worship You,

Like You deserve,

In spirit and truth,

But through my words,

 



Verse 2

 

Lord I just wanna worship You in all of my days/

In all of my life Lord, in all of my ways/

Be in alignment with You Lord, when I say Your name/

Never grieving the Holy Spirit when I give You praise/

I wanna make You proud Lord, when I serve at church/

Give it all I got, when it comes to Kingdom work/

Show everybody on the planet how You look in me/

Be a light to the thugs, the criminals and G’s/

Do my best to show my daughters how to love You

first/

The older they get, the more they understand their

worth/

The realest ever is my Creator, He’s with us daily/

It could never be a man cuz we so shady/

Lord, I could never thank You enough/

But I thank You for dying on the cross and getting

up/

Rising Sunday morning with all power in Your hands/

I just wanna worship You Lord, yeah that’s the plan/

 

Chorus, Repeat 2X

I just wanna worship You, 

Like You deserve,

In spirit and truth,

But through my words.

 



Verse 3

 

Hard times separate the men from the mice/

In my case, it brought me closer to Christ/

I found out I couldn’t do it on my own/

My life was orchestrated by a king on the throne/

Now I’m a changed man, He gave me a new life/

So I shine bright, hundred kilowatt lights/

Trying to tell ya’ll His love A-1/

His guidance perfect, the best protection/

I provide for the fam, cuz He provides for me/

He be opening doors, and He be holding the key/

See He humbled ya boy, pride made me slip/

So now I stay in my lane cuz He be driving the whip/

Lord I could never thank You enough/

But I thank You for dying on the cross and getting

up/

Rising Sunday morning with all power in Your

hands/

I just want to worship You Lord, yeah that’s the

plan. 

 

Chorus, Repeat 2X

I just wanna worship You,

Like You deserve,

In spirit and truth,

But through my words. 

 



5. “Black Diamonds”

I’m a black diamond I don’t shine much/

But everybody I know get chills from my touch/

Outside spotted, inside blemished/

Still top quality just took longer to finish/

See I was created, close to the equator/

You call it the hood, I call it South Acres/

The place was real hot, the closest to hell/

But I went through the pressure and made it out

well/

You probably thinking that was rough for my birth/

But I was created by the creator of earth/

The lowest in clarity but the greatest of vision/

Darkest in my class so can’t nobody miss em’/

Since I touched dine, mane I been on a mission/

To bless the world through my gift and my mission/

My bad ministry, I know you listening/

I was sent by God, I came to bless the industry/

Chorus, Repeat 2X

Went through the pressure, went through the pain

Went through the storm, went through the rain,

And we still shining, 

Cuz we’re black diamonds,



Verse 2

The flow mean, just as mean as I’m spitting it/

Lingo clear, so I know that you getting it, uuh/

Beats a pitch I’m Altuve hitting it, uuh/

I love this game, I’m so serious yeah/

But I love the Lord even more/

For cleaning me up, and opening up doors/

I never wore a time piece like Kors/

But I never had to result to busting them 4’s/

A black diamond, I’m oh so rare/

God spent extra time on me mane, I swear/

And even though folks judge, I don’t care/

Cuz’ I know I’m loved, and favor IS fair/

And by His stripes I am healed/

And I’m gone meet him, when I leave here/

I’m talking bout’ Jesus Christ, the bright light/

That gives me the A-1 shine in my life, cuz’ we/

Chorus, Repeat 2X

Went through the pressure, went through the

pain,

Went through the storm, went through the

rain,

And we still shining,

Cuz’ we’re black diamonds



6. “Council of Nicea”

Verse 1

The Council of Nicea what was it really bout?

An Egyptian heretic who was chasing clout?

Or Constantine creating Christianity?

Or the church fighting for spiritual sanity?

Let's talk about a man named Arius/

Claimed sound doctrine but his teaching was

nefarious/

Theological foolery/

He claimed Christ was created by God instead of

having Triune unity/

Respected by the Alexandrian church at first/

But his heretical teachings started to hurt/

The body of Christ and Alexandrian believers/

Claiming truth, but he was a really a deceiver/

He said God the Father, was God/

But Jesus was subordinate to the Father, not

God/

Also claimed Christ, was not the divine Word/

But if you read John 1, you know that’s absurd. 

Chorus, 2X

The Council, The Council,

The Council, The Council whaaaat,

The Council, The Council,

The Council, The Council of Nicea



Verse 2

 

Now we discuss Alexander, man of spiritual

stamina/

Bishop of the Coptic Church of Alexandria/

He wrote letters that edified the church/

Rooted in scripture and deep biblical work/

He said Christ was the Son of the Father/

But had the same nature as the Father for

starters/

He was a man of the text, so he knew/

This claim was supported by the first chapter in

Hebrews/

Alexander was right, Arius was wrong/

But settling differences would take kind of long/

Constantine heard about the separation/

Then told them both to seek reconciliation/

And after this, an agreement seemed doubtful/

So Constantine called the first Ecumenical

Council/

A.D. 325 was the year/

And that’s how we got the Council of Nicea.

 

Chorus 2x

The Council, The Council

The Council, The Council whaaat,

The Council, The Council, 

The Council, The Council of Nicea.

 



Verse 3

 

The conscious community claims/

Christianity was created at the council mane/

and if you read real sources, you’ll know the

truth/

That's where my confidence lies while I’m in the

booth/

Present at the council, 300+ bishops/

90 percent from the east, not the west, listen/

From Turkey to India, they was all about that

action bruh/

Bishop Alexander, was from Africa/

Umar Johnson, said it was europeanized/

But if you read a book you can see them lies/

Christianity’s been relevant, since the 1st Century/

But the council was called to get clarity/

On what christians believe/

Was Jesus created or was he G-O-D?/

On the truth, they finally agreed/

And wrote a document, called the Nicene Creed. 

 

Chorus 2X

The Council, The Council,

The Council, The Council whaaat,

The Council, The Council,

The Council, The Council of Nicea

 



7. “The Gospel and Black History”

Verse 1

 

I read about a man named Athanasius/

If global impact was ice, he’ll be a glacier/

He wrote books like “On The Incarnation”/

About Christ Jesus and salvation/

20th Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church/

Ordained as a teenager, he put in work/

He had a quote “Dead men can’t take action”/

Talking about how the Holy Spirit’s living and

active/

Just like the word of God/

Cutting through your bones, soul, and your spirit

and your marrow/

Athanasius lived in the 3rd century/

But I promise you, God’s eye is still on the

sparrow/

The same way he protects me, he can protect you/

Through and through, that’s what he do/

To the point he gave his life for you/

If you accept that man, He brings life to you (Check

it).
 

Chorus 2X

The Gospel and Black History,

We’ve been following the Lord for years,

I know it sound like a mystery,

But listen close, I’ll make it clear. 

 



Verse 2

 

Next on the docket, Apollos/

Star on the Son’s team like Cedric Ceballos/

He was a Jew, and Alexandrian by birth/

He gave his life to Christ and did kingdom work/

Eloquent speech, his words paint pictures/

Did ministry in Ephesus, and he was mighty in the

scriptures/

Instructed in the way of the Lord/

Though he was only acquainted with the baptism

of John/

He spoke boldly in the synagogue/

Then Priscilla and Aquila heard him going hard/

So they pulled him aside, then gave him some game/

About the ways of God and how to explain/

The ways of God more accurate/

And that’s how his teaching graduated to

immaculate/

Went to Achaia and refuted the Jews/

Demonstrating by the scriptures, that Christ is

true/

 

Chorus 2X

The Gospel and Black History,

We’ve been worshipping the Lord for years,

I know it sounds like a mystery,

But listen close, I’ll make it clear. 

 



8. “Walking In The Spirit”

I’m walking in the Spirit letting God lead/

Just so I can keep up with God’s speed/

Flesh slowing me down, so I gotta fight it/

I’m at war with it now, even while I’m writing/

I walk by faith not sight/

When I can’t see the way, the Lord gives me light/

So the darkness is gone/

I remember a time when darkness was home/

Struggled with sin, and impure thoughts/

Battling my demons while bearing my cross/

I thought I was strong because I played ball/

Following the devil everytime he called/

Then God called my name/

Took away the pain, and made me unashamed/

Now that’s real cuz I live for Him/

When He leads the way, the failure is pretty slim. 

Chorus, repeat 2x

I’m walking in the Spirit/

It’s real, so I feel it/

Giving me the game/

Now I live life unashamed/



Verse 2 

 

I’m walking in the Spirit letting God lead/

Just so I can keep up with God speed/

Flesh slowing me down so I gotta fight it/

I’m at war with it now even while I’m writing/

I am the Lord’s workmanship/

Created for Christ and His purposes/

Never to live by bread alone/

But the word of God keep me fed and strong

I’m Led by the Spirit so I’m a son of God/

That’s Yahweh, Elohim, mean’s he not a fraud/

Real God giving real direction/

In His wisdom, I find protection/

God of justice and love/

And righteousness from the heavens above/

The devil is a lover, you know how I know that

bro?/

Cuz I’m walking in the Spirit bro. 

 

Chorus, Repeat 2x

I’m walking in the Spirit,

It’s real so I feel it,

Giving me the game,

Now I live life unashamed.

 



9. “Tokenism”

 

Verse 1 

I don’t want to be a token/ 

naw bro no joking/

I don’t want to be the only black teaching bible

study cuz you focused/

On making sure your white church/ 

look a little more diverse/

Never really cared about my gifts, You just

wanted me to sing first/

Gave me about five titles/

I don’t even know what I’m a lead first/

Then I ask for a salary man, You tell me get a

degree first/

Man, I know at least five people, 

And they all got stipends/

And I serve more than all of them together/ 

Ya’ll know that’s trifling/ 

 

Chorus 2X

I don’t want to be your token negro,

Cuz I got talent, show me off to the people,

That ain’t what it is,

Come on you can do better than this,

 



Verse 2

 

All black people not poor/

I grew up with em’, so I’m sure/

But when it’s time for that mission work/

Why go all the way to Honduras?/

Yes, I know they poor dude, but so is third ward too/

4th ward and 5th ward, southwest, southeast too/

Eastside and the Northeast, everywhere I see poverty/

Five churches on six blocks, high supply low

demanding/

But when I ask around, the community feel so

abandoned/

Oh you raised $50 Million good, but why spend it ALL

on a building/

Yes I’m black, but I don’t just play sports/

I’m a scientist, economist/

I’m a judge in court/

I’m a doctor, I’m a farmer, and I’m a lawyer too/

And I was made in God’s image/

I should be more than a token to you/. 

 

Chorus 2X

I don’t want to be your token negro,

Cuz I got talent show me off to the people,

That ain’t what it is, 

Come on you can do better than this. 

 

(I don’t want to be a token, I don’t want to be a

token, I don’t want to be a token) 
 

 



10. “The Struggle Is Real”

Verse 1

All Hail to the King of the Jews/

I’ll be bragging on this song, telling ya’ll what it do/ 

How Christ died on the cross, saved me from my sins/

With everlasting power, he don’t have to do it again/

All I had to do was believe, in J to the E/

S-U- to the S, now your boy living free/

And I’m living in victory cuz I’ve been blood bought/

And I killed my old ways, now they lying in chalk/

All praise to God, he the reason I’m living/

Sent His Son as a sacrifice, He the reason I’m winning/

Holy Spirit the realest, He gives me the conviction/

And they all work together, just like a motor with

pistons/

See I know what you missing, but you trying to be

cool/

And be accepted by folks, who living like fools/

Say mane, I was a fool, now boys calling me wise/

And a child of God bro, tell me that ain’t live. 

Chorus 2X

Struggle is Real but we on now,

Struggle is real but we on now,

By grace through faith I’m saved now,

Whole life fell apart but I’m whole now. 



Verse 2

Sit back relax, simmer down, free your mind folk/

And if you need a chill pill, here’s your anecdote/

I gotta let it go, I’m talking bout them rhymes/

Put em’ on the pad, like a helicopter landed by a pro/

Now that’s perfect, no flaws, no blemish/

Just like the Lord’s salvation work finished/

See I was lost, that’s what my life was missing/

A downright purging, a spiritual cleansing/

Young cat from the H, no pops home/

But my momma stayed on me like the Broncos/

Defense during superbowl 50/

And kept me in the church, put the belt on me swiftly/

Protection was a must, momma really believed in

that/

We coming from the hood, where them cats will

empty the gats/

It’s real in the field, we was trying to live/

No father around mane, who gone protect the kids?/

Chorus 2X

Struggle is real but we on now, 

Struggle is real but we on now,

By grace through faith I’m saved now,

Whole life fell apart but I’m whole now. 



Verse 3

 

I’m bending corners rolling late at night/

And I ain’t getting into nothing but I’m rolling

tight/

I got my car washed up with the works too/

Fresh pair of jeans, new kicks and a shirt too/

I ain’t even got it on, I ain’t trying to stunt/

Insomnia got me up bro I can’t even front/

I’m riding through the Southside on a Saturday/

Jamming Jered Sanders’ album, “Hurry Up and Wait”/

Now that’s a CHH classic/

Sound doctrine bars, the windows down, the music

blasting/

Talking to God getting clarity on the passion/

But this for my life bro, so please stop asking/

I’m riding through the trey now, and it’s crazy lit/

Junkies walking the streets bro, you ain’t made for

this/

I didn’t think I was either, but I made it through/

Coming up in H-Tine boy, steady jamming screw. 

 

Chorus 2X

Struggle Is real, but we on now,

Struggle is real, but we on now,

By grace through faith, I’m saved now,

Whole life fell apart, but I’m whole now. 

 



11. “A Christian From Carthage”

Verse 1

Quintus Septimius Florens Tertullianus/

Church father from Africa bruh, not Asia Minor/

Born in Carthage, modern day Tunisia/

Wrote treatises on how to tame the beast in ya/

Or better yet, the sin that you be dealing with/

Or control the tongue that you be spitting with/

He was of berber origin/

Got a library of authorship written in Latin literature

yeah he was going in/

Christian apologist/

Went hard for the kingdom dog, he had to tell em’ what

the gospel is/

Christ crucified, died for you and I/

And rose from the dead, ya’ll thought it was suicide/

The difference between you living a lie/

Or you living on the truth cuz the Holy Spirit inside/

Like He lived inside of Tertullian/

Accept Christ and Lord and Savior bro, and you can

win.

Chorus 2X

Before the Jim Crow precautions, 

And before slave auctions,

The Gospel and Black History was the topic,

Today we talkin’ bout a christian from Carthage.



Verse 2

Tertullian was born in A.D. 155,

1400+ years before the slavetrade/

Skin color looked something like chocolate,

Definitely the total opposite of lemonade/

He wrote a book named Apologeticus,

Written to the Roman officers and the magistrates/

The reason was to defend Christianity,

And expose the truth about Roman hate/

And the persecution they dealt with/

By being burned alive and getting their flesh slit/

All for being selfless/

And relying on Jesus Christ to save us from our

deathwish (UUHH)/
Labeled the father of Latin Christianity, 

First to use the word trinity or phrase Trinitas/

Founder of western theology,

But without Christ Jesus boy, ya soul is lost!/

Chorus 2X

Before the Jim Crow precautions,

And before slave auctions,

The gospel and black history was the topic,

Today we talkin’ bout’ a christian from carthage.

(Tra’mayne Williams On Da Track Mane)!!

We Out!! 



12. “Imago Dei (Outro)”
 

Verse 1

I’m writing this song cuz the pain is strong/

These bars gon’ hurt like a kidney stone/

I’m looking at my brothers and sisters in Christ/

The black and brown fam, and the ones that’s white/

Some fighting with me, yeah I know that/

To the ones who are silent, where your voice at?/

Kaepernick takes a knee, ya’ll screaming/

Innocent being spilt on the street, you not steaming?/

Unarmed blacks getting murdered, you not hot?/

Executed by the force, targeted by the cops?/

Everything looks different in the world now/

My Conversations are different with my girls now/

What I tell em, your skin is beautiful to dad?/

But when white america sees it, they’ll be mad?/

Cuz they don’t see you the same/

But God loves you, you were made in his picture

frame/

 

Chorus 

Standing for unity got to kill the hate,

Speaking up against oppression in my own way,

I don’t want my life to be ended by hate,

We’re all made in the Imago Dei. 

 



Verse 2

 

While I was writing, saw a post from my sister/

Some people in her family, wanted to dismiss her/

All because she white, but love black people/

And hate racism, she think everybody equal/

She recognizes her white privilege/

But for the next person, she’s willing to kill it/

Rachel Gilmore Williams, I love you sis/

And I hope you get healing from this/

Matthew and Stacy Todd/

Y’all stepped in and helped us, when life hit hard/

During Hurricane Harvey, we were something like

quarantined/

But ya’ll found a way to bring us groceries/

You love my wife, ya’ll love our kids/

I know you got my back, during times like this/

You’ve always been a friend to me/

Thanks to Matt for showing interest in my

ministry/

 

Chorus

Standing for unity got to kill the hate,

Speaking up against oppression in my own way,

I don’t want my life to be ended by hate,

We’re all made in the Imago Dei.

 



Verse 3

My city lost a great one, George Floyd/

From these H-tine streets, but gave his life to

God/

Did ministry with Reconcile, and Corey Paul/

In the Cuney Homes where it’s not easy to

smile/

Rest in peace, to Breonna taylor/

I’m praying for your family now, and later/

Rest in peace to David McAtee/

You were murdered, while helping your

community, man.  
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