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That's where so many folks miss it. T} try to each
Al E h 3 et ot b G “ag| Go
through their mind and feelin Oh, if | Coulq 3

7 onjy
snce when I pray! nly

But what they actually need to do ig Crucify their g
renew their mind with God’s Word, and get quiet gp

ral. 5:24; Rom. 12:9).

a spirit being. Man is a spirit, he has &
mind, will, and emotions), and he lives in a body (see Gen, 1.
27: 2 Cor. 5:1—4; 1 Thess. 3; Heb. 4:12),

The spirit man or inward man is the eternal part of a perggp
that gives the outward man color and personality. Anq it i the
inward man of a believer—his spirit—that hears what the Spirit

of God is saying.

The Bible says, “The SPIRIT OF MAN is the candle of the

arching all the inward parts of the belly” (Prov, 20

The Bible ¢ ys the Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirit
(Rom. 8:16).

In other words, the Holy Spirit will use our spirit to guide
and enlighten us as to God’s will for our lives. He doesn't
communicate with us directly through our mind or our body,
because He dwells in our spirit. Therefore, He communicates
with us through our spirit.

t the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us so we

can fulfill God’s plan and purpose for our lives. The Bible tells us
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any 08 are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of
18 2 ) e the sons

hat ¢ 8:14). Notice it does not s

" (Rom-

(r
the mind O fle

“As many as are led by
,sh, they are the sons of God.”

And that verse also doesn’t say, “As many as are led by
AT ~t J

se telling them what to do, they are the

AS C_hristiﬁnS- we all have the Spirit of God, and we are each

to discern the Lord’s leading for ourselves. We are to

responsible 2 .
be led bY the Holy Spirit according to God’s Word, not by other
he led 0 A

'« guidance or opinions.
peopleagmdance r op

How does the Holy Spirit lead us? The first and foremost
ay God leads His children is by the inward witness. Romans
316 talks about the inward witnes: “The Spirit itself [Himself]
BEARETH WITNESS with OUR SPIRIT, that we are the chil-

dren of God.

When you are born again, the Holy Spirit lets you know you

are a child of God by bearing witness with your spirit.

You don’t know you're a child of God because someone
pmphesied to you that you're saved. And you don’t know you're
born again because someone told you, “In my opinion, you're a

Christian.”

No. you know you're a child of God because God’s Spirit bears
witness with your spirit that you are born again. You might not

be able to explain to someone else how you know you're saved, but
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you just know it down on the inside. You kngy you
'ou JUs

: 5 Ve begy
new creature in Christ (Rom. 10:9-10; 2 Cor, 5:17), e 5

The inward witness is the way the Holy Spirit Buideg you ;
the most important event t.hatl (;()uld -ever happen t, you““becl; in
ing a child of God. Therefore, it’s logic;.al. that the Inwarq witnes.
will be the primary way the Holy Spirit wi]] continyg to guid:

you throughout your Christian walk.

In my own life and ministry, I'm almost alwayg led b
inward witness. Yes, at times I've had Spectaculgy

the
2 . guldan%‘
such as visions, but most of the time I'm led by the inwarg =

ness. That’s the number one way God leads al] of His children

As you seek to follow God’s plan for your life, thepe will be
many times your spirit will know things by the inward Witnegs
that your head doesn’t know. Your spirit will pick up that infop.
mation from the Spirit of God who dwells within,

Sometimes it can be difficult to explain to another person i
logical terms how you know something by the inward Witness of
the Holy Spirit. You just know it on the inside. It’s not a physica]

feeling. It’s a spiritual sense or perception.

For instance, when Paul was a prisoner on board 5 ship
headed for Rome, he said, “Sirs, I PERCEIVE that this voyage
will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and

ship, but also of our lives” (Acts 27:10).

Paul didn't say, “The Holy Ghost spoke to me” or “I had a
vision.” He said, “I perceive that this voyage will be fraught with
danger.” Evidently Paul had an inward witness or a spiritual
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the voyage: His spirit picked up that knowledge
ut

. Spirit dwelling within him.

ay the Holy Spirit leads us is through the

o still small voice. Did you know your
0

a voice, just like your outward man does? The

1r1t is called your conscience.
sp

t hear the inward voice—the voice of your inward

. Ir phv-‘lcal ears, like you do the voice of your out-
’—Wlth }m1 he ar the voice of your inward man on the inside
i :t. Your spirit man will speak to you by the
]vm(‘e Df your conscience and pass on to your mind the

n he receives from the Holy Spirit within.

The third way the Holy Spirit leads you is through the

e Voice of the Holy Spirit. Although the Holy Spirit
;urhoﬂfﬂf:; to speak to the believer in the authoritative Voice,
- ;;hzz; to seek after v s. These things happen as the Holy

Spirit wills (1 Cor. 12:11).

There is @ distinct difference between the inward voice of
ar own Spirit and the audible Voice of the Holy Spirit. When
0

the Holy Spirit speaks to you, it is more authoritative.

You'll hear the authoritative Voice of the Holy Spirit on the

inside, in your inward man. Or you might hear His Voice out

loud: it can seem just as real to you as if you are hearing a per-

son speak to you out loud.

You see, when the Holy Spirit speaks to you, it can actually

seem audible, even though no one else in the same room hears it.
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Holy Spirit doesn’t speak in the
S Sense
oeredl

m

a physical body. He is a Spirit
: Spiri B

spirit realm » 8 divj
1. Ne

That’s because the

He do

gince esn't have

personality and He speaks In the

You are also a spirit being. So when you oy ]

. . o i 11E 0 e

ou are hearing F1® Voice with your spirit. And H-Y Spirit
j is Vo

Olce

speak, ¥
the spirit realm.

is audible in
Spiritual things are just as real as material thin
it e gs.
spiritual realm is even more real than the nat In fact,
~ r . il s ura
use God, Who 18 2 Spirit, created the material | realy,
. . la
; v
going to successfully follow God’ aturg)
8 pla
n for

the

beca
realm. So if you are
your life, you need to become more Spirit-conscious th

S than you e

_conscious 0T body-conscious.

mind

any Christians spend their whole lives consci
s SClous
= Dnlv

Too m
hat their natural sense
and because of that, they ofte
of that, they often bec
Ome Spiri
tu-

of w s tell them. They are sense-¢

and body-ruled, B
ally deaf.

Their spiritual ears get stOPE ed up, so to spe

) to speak, because

t-heV dD "t p Y Ltt ntion to th H( 1 7 Spirit i s1 € h
J a) ent ne D1Y LI}ll‘]t- 111‘1(1‘ the
T v L~ > n‘l‘ and th ]
elr

heart is all cluttered up with natural concerns
Other Christians don’t ever hear from God because ¢}
4 z . " % se 3
the ones doing all the talking. They chatter all th W
i e 5 ; 5 5 q - e time
they don't take time to listen to what the Lord is tryi e, and
them in their spirit. S trying to tell

And some Christians f
ome Christians don’t even know they ha iri
y have spiritual

ars or tilat Y & 1 PO U - = C &5 € E
e ] h\ ire hff[}](}’_‘”f 0 l'l—‘ ealr ing al ' II m
A t - y g 0 he

Holy Spirit!
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DEVELOP YOUR SPIRIT

so YOU CAN KNOW GOD'Ss WiLL

en our problem in following God’s plan for our lives

: ‘ l‘ eSS
e failed to train our spirit as we should have We
Lost of our lives in the mental and physical re

Too

.. that W€

\I Ve __-pl‘n[ 3

alms,

oping OUT intellect at the expense of our heart.
Jovell
v:

neglect the development of our spirit, our intellect

pirit, the part of us which
'i jominate 1d guide our mind and body, is kept locked
: \ > ;

sison, S0 tO speak, and is not permitted to function

When W€ -
o ‘he throne in our lives. And our s
fakes -
r.]]._)lll
way in P

put the Holy Spirit through the inward witness is alw

ing t0 give guidance to our mind—if we would only take
gseekllle :

to develop our spirit and to listen.
e

i

Here's an important point to remember if you are ever going
re e T i B (=]

jovelop your spirit. You must determine to always keep a tender
{0 3 ¥ b

Don’t violate your conscience. Instead, make it a practice to
e instantly obey your spirit. Remember, your conscience
our spirit, and it relates to your mind what the

od is saying to you in your heart.

If you persist in violating your conscience, you will make
sour conscience calloused to the Holy Spirit’s promptings. Spiri-
tual things will become indistinct to you, and your conscience
will no longer be a safe guide. Once your conscience is seared. it
will be difficult for you to discern the Lord’s leading and to follow

His plan.
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1 seek to develop your spirit
i ¥y , Tememi}
: €r to
Mmapk
e

Also, as Yol
led by your flesh. This is whe
ity ‘re
© many (‘hr
v Vills.

ou aren’t being
gg it. They mak
»g, and inclinations.

surey
tians mi e decisions according to their
- o P ow
nature, desire n ﬂe&‘h]v
their spirits are not in tune to the H
e
Oly Sn;
SPIrit

And because
the things of the Spirit which
vhie
GOd has

inside them, they m

pared for them in their spiritual race.

pre
It will also hinder the development of your spirit
- spirit if y,

f you alloy,

.\'OU -[-’!.‘ﬂ ve (U [. o 'our so “’ .Tl’_ ur J' ] 188, natur 1
oy ura reas
—asJi
g g'

and emotions.

This is another area Where LR S W
area where Christians often miss j
TISS 1t. They

low themselves to get emotionally worked up al
AR about pl
ans and

al
desires of their own making, and then they convi
y convince th
: emselv
es

that it is the Lord leading them. But actually, t}

by their e NS A ally, they are bej
y their emotions, not their rit, and their e : y bemg led
astr elr emotions lead them

It’s also important i
also important in the deve 1ent of vour spi
o1y spirit not ¢

0 be

led by outward circumstances

When I was
= ras ay e
o ? a young pastor, I knew pastors wl
rircumstances. Whe i pastors who we
i S Vhen they encountered problems in th ere led by
y'd say things like, “If )blems 1n thei
gs like, “If I ever get the Sund ir church,
) et hool
: atten-

dance back up to where it was, I’ 1
» it was, I’'m going to leave.”

Or they’ -

JI ey d “Once
A Once A
ter, 'm going to tak ce the finances of the church are doi

tors v - I g to take another pastorate.” B —

ors were being le rate.” But, you se

ed bv natural ci you see, thos ¥

B by natural circumstance hose pas-

oly Spirit, stances rather than by th

an Dy the
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,astor, [ never let circumstances move me

It didn’
ps 8 | e least bit if the Sun t

. me ! y school attendance or the
tell off. I never allowed myself to be motivated by
y or any other natural circumstance.

.ulhl

Iu‘l)ﬂﬂt“'"’d problems in the churches I pastored, I'd

when I €

ay to myself: “I don’t ascertain the will of God by outward

Mant‘ﬂh I ascertain the will of God by what He’s saying to
cull

s

my spirit. God told me to pastor this church, and I'm not
in

‘ nnnqlle“““n His judgment. I'm not going to wonder whether
1

o not el tell me to leave next week or next month. That isn’t

f my bu-.]ng_n..n. that’s His business. I'm "Uln

n\ 0 to \trl\' pllt

il He t tells me to go.
ol

{f God wants me to go somewhere else, He has enough sense
o talk t0 me. He’s an intelligent Being, and so am I. I'll understand
ujhﬁl He's saying to me. I'm in contact with God, and I'm open to
fis leading- He'll give me the signal when He’s ready for me to

qove on. T'll know it on the inside of me by the inward witness.”

That's how I've operated in my almost sixty years of ministry
5 I've followed God’s plan for my life. I go as much by what the
ord doesn’t say as 1 do by what He does

In other words, I live by the principles of God’s Word and by
the leading of the Holy Spirit in my spirit. I just keep heading in
ihe direction the Lord has already told me to go unless He sees
fit to initiate a new direction in His plan for my life and ministry.

[don't try to initiate a new direction on my own.

In developing your spirit and ascertaining God’s direc-

fion for your life, it will also help you to strive for unity and
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ith those around you who are spiritually mature,

aking a move

u‘xn'vrm'f.'! u A

about m

when those who are cloge
o< L0 you

careful
whom you I€
Jeading of the

oot spiritually are not in agreeme
spect spiritua ly ¢ t in agreement that =

and ;
Lord.
have the Lor
For instance, the Early Churc practiced biblical Principles of
: : .
ment in making so
n example of that in Acts chapter 13 w}
or 1 5

unity agree decisions, especially regapq
g ministry. We see

in
Paul and Barnabas were b

<
eing set apart for the ministry

ACTS 13:1-3
1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch CERTAIN
PROPHETS AND TEACHERS; as Barnabas, and Simeon

that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen

which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and

Saul.
THEY ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost

. Separate me Barnabas and Saul [Paul] for the work

whereunto I have d them.
And when THEY had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands

on them, THEY sent them away

The Bible doesn’t say how the Holy Spirit spoke in thi
. - 2 = ; A 8
instance. One of the prophets could have spoken out by the une
tion of the Holy Ghost in prophecy. Or someone could k]._‘l\'e heard

the authoritative Voice of the Holy §

But it doesn’t really matter how the Holy Spirit spoke
The point is that all five ministers involved in that meeting '11;
Antioch w ement that it was the leading of the Lcar;l to

separate barnabas and re 3
parate Barnabas and Paul to the work of the ministry

Now it’s true that as { i
it'’s true that as you follow God’s plan for your life

}-’(’Jllvl‘t" Y( - " sl ptedh . -
going to have to make some decisions for yourself. You
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Jways be questioning everyone around you about
. oy think your decision should be. God may not tell others
ghat t;n'yqnt”' vou to do in a given situatio
S BRY
nany Christians let others tell them what to do because
T1 2t “:;mt to take the responsibil of seeking God for
they % emselves. But every believer has the responsibility of

ance th ; : . 4 1
ord’s direction for his own life.

quid
A ng the

receiVl

other hand, we read in Acts chapter 13 that everyone

On the ! [
d agreed on what the leading of the Lord was and then
“p

jpvolve
qcted 00 it.

efore, it 18 certainly scriptural for those whom you trust

Ther
tnally to be in agreement when you're making a major deci-
Splrl A
sion that W1

Jre supposed to allow others to take the r nsibility for
‘O s O b

siving guidance for your life.

11 greatly affect your life. But that doesn’t mean

rec

However, many times it’'s wise to consider the counsel of
those who know the Lord and who ca bout you. In my own
life, I can think of some people whose spiritual walk I have the
ytmost confidence in. And there are times when I talk to them
ahout decisions I need to make. The Bible says, “Where no coun-

is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is

safety” (Prov. 11:14).

Also, it’s important that those whose lives are affected
by your decision agree that the Lord is leading in that particu-
lar direction. For instance, in the early 1940s when the Lord

began dealing with me about going back to pastor the church
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(I had left the church earlier out of G
A r—]d‘s willh
ill), 1

]11()]'5\"[“(‘
be confirmed by my wife.

in Far

ed that decision t0

want
another church at the time, and T k
ad be(-_\n

)'L]Qt.ﬂl'inrq
of going back to the F
£ > Iarmergyj
sville

[ was [
the prospect

struggling with

h for about a month.

churc

times I b’ I dllg n th-- L ‘nCtu-‘l and
o3 |h£. h,l l
en

Some
h would come on
me me so str
strongly th
at

for the Farme
I'd get up and phys cally run out
run away from that burden. I kept telling the Lord, “I d

5 ’ on't want

ack there and pastor!”

[‘s\‘i”(‘ churc
of the building. I
0 g. 1 was ]
S trylng to

togob
times your flesh and your mind rebel
bel again
o o i : s
u to do. And you can get all mixed :

what the Lord i ing
to listen to your physical s
3 ysical s , your mind
’ a!ld yo
ur

You know, some

if you try

spirit.

So 11]”‘;" I I"i\'(’ “Lorc if
w0 all) ayed, 1) | (L lf you want S o
J Y < ; us to g0 b(_‘k t F‘
= ab. (0] an}_

ersville, bear witness to that fact with my wife too.”

dboon after that, Oretha and I were wa o diak

: asnk s i : g dishes to

and I asked her, “Honey, has the Lord been tq]king & gether,
G > you ab{)ut

anythin

No. not that I know of,” she answer

“Well, let me know i
, let w if He s tell v
e e does tell you anything,” I said

I waited abc :
aited about thirty days
AT irty days, and one morning when we
& WISLIES ar aoai e W
gether again, I asked my wife, “H e
: >, “Have you heard

anything from the Lord?”
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“N 1aven’t.” Someti . A
yretha gaid, “No, 11 . - mes people have heard
s Lord, but they don’t recognize it as the I,

, Lord,
the
1M

ord’s leg
fro

(]ing_
[ asked her, “Do you have any leading to resign from thig

3 ash his

90 ] -~ "

2 d go pastor another church?

.ch an

Jpurc

“No » :‘.h'e S{:lld.

Do you have anything in your heart at aJ) about the church
Do 3
1e?” [ asked.

Fﬂrmersﬂ'll]t ?” 1 asked
in ke

h.” she said, “I thought that was just me ” You see, she i
*0h, 81€ =¢

hing from the Lord and ] ust didn’t re "0__,Hi2' S it
_:.L".\I'I'lt o =] €

o ask you a question,” [
i t me ask y
“Well, le

said. “Do you want to go

1 astor?”
armersville to pastor?
I to Farme
pack €
«0h, no!” she exclaimed. “A thousand times no|

id, “Well, then, it couldn’t be you, could it? Yo don’t want
[ said, “Well, T
t go back there.

4] guess you're right,” she answered.

In the natural, neither one of us wanted to go back to that
n Le al,

+urch. But we both obeyed God and went, and we were happier
& m‘i;lg that church than we had ever been in our lives.
Because we had left that church prematurely the first time,
God wasn’t able to accomplish what He wanted to. But as a
result of our obedience to go back there, God was able to teach
me: how to develop that congregation spiritually more than any

other church we ever pastored.
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We Jearned many valuable lessons there. I's
God’s w

always best!
But the point I'm trying to get across to you is that the |
: : 1 , vildal the [ g
dealt with both of us by the inward witness to go back ¢ ord
gl that

church in Farmersville.
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\\‘f'lf_'zﬂ more [h;'l]'i one pe nis .‘:Tt’_]lIllI to Il(-‘ a f‘ﬁ.‘('t '(l b\" a ( i b
cled by a decisiop

There may be times when others don'’t ¢ e with the ¢
o the dir

t} 3 } - 19 1 1 0 - Ly B
1€ ora 1g eaqir you D 1 li(‘ [.. ” ]"1t l
nate v VO

tion you sense
have to follow the Lord’s leading to the best of
e PGS 5 bt > best of your abili
ability. Byt

when others aren’t in agreement with you verv f
dia ery careful t
: 0

make sure it’s the Lord’s leading

GET GOD'S DIRECTION CLEAR IN
JR SPIRIT BEFORE YOU ACT

II.' 1m hortant not to b y qui
oria ) ) De K rhen Y
I e too LlLlI(]\ W }li_ Nn II li'lI'lf:'_r (-I- i(.' 1S

that affect your life. Remember wh:
. Remembe 1at Jesus told me: “T’
old me: “I'd rather

tannrn 'l I‘“‘lt S0 you can
dl‘[_'l‘l Il (_Jljd ]‘}]E‘U‘l ff)r _\’[‘ll[‘f' ]] fe ," f
7 ; enougn rime Lc
f} ”_‘l' untili _\'I')H 1!”1{"[" .f.fl'," J’LI'U‘I‘!’l .. ctio C I Ly S . g
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n the matter Then the plan doesn’t turn out right.
king ¢
: cgel con

; fused, wondering 1f they ever really heard
+d they &

) [_h'-tl

BiShly way you °5¥ keep that from happening is to get
Il.”:’i"".'”“"' of God long enough to sift out your own human
.:’.-ler-l"l-ll"i thoughts and lay them on the altar before God.
NIIH““." d'””] meditate on the Word until you hear from the

4 P!:':.:u;‘ spirit and you know on the inside what to do.
I rd1n Y )

What you need to realize is that God’s thoughts are so much
r than man’s thoughts (Isa. »:9). And it is in God’s Word
, find His thoughts. That’s why meditatin

Birtel) fete b
sre yoU — -

atly on God’s Word renews your mind so your mind can
tanuy * . |
agreement W ith your spirit.

( ons

g 1NtO

You se€ the voice that -“'I”'illiﬁ' to you 1n the Word is the same
L g v

that leads you by your spirit. So being in the Word sharp-

yoICE

wour spiritual perception and ability to hear God’s voice in

your OWI spirit.

Thi'“—"'fl'-'m' waiting before the Lord in prayer and in the
word is vitally important if you want to walk in God’s ways
,ccording 10 His thinking, rather than according to your own

patural re soning.

When I was still young in my ‘hristian walk, I learned to
time to wait before the Lord in prayer and in the Word
until I got it clear in my spirit what He wanted me to do. Some-
times I've sought God 1n prayer for sex eral days about His direc-
tion. In fact, I have sometimes ‘.-J-,li...,:1 saveral sicnibaitb o

making major decisions in my ministry




. I I was ( Iy knees |lf',|_‘.‘1|-l'f_ iI|| T_hl_-' time, I T]H
] I|III'I1 meall
h 'l-‘lll"-. busines

bout mp . x w4
£ [ ht long \']”[.l!‘ of the time I'd pray in Hl}-[u_'.T.

1 nig =4
times a

But whenever [ could, I'd pray
'\'-.\'|'I1
many
tongues

gsels l';u.-l ‘-|.I-. [er:‘.'“h.d h“_

\|I'|.l.\|"'\ one of the .
Al 12 God’s lr|.t;-| for his life 1s the l-’nl})t_[_.;n-! e

greatest a

wer 11 ‘-.L'l'l*\ll
'\l'\l'hl.'llt.t] 7 | 2y o
Hol spirit with the ey idence ol -]'u-.l_ixlll-_‘_ in other tor
o wil
1|'\|- oly P

(Acts 2:2 1)
The Bible says that when you pray 1n an unknown tongue.

8 Y S -
. . : ' ). Your sSpirit 1s actively i
Y |.|‘|[. . E]l‘”_". I ‘ . F .

1 . whe you praj 1n other tongues as T.i.-lh
11Ca 2o with G when yo
municating v 1

Qpirit gives you utterance This is a great enablement in pra
Sp give u u

f use it is through your spirit that God ou guidanc
yecause g throug

First Corinthians 14:2 says that when you pray in tongues,
you are speaking mysteries to God. S0 vou seek the Lord for

guidance and direction, the Hol ‘“Il.n'lH[ will i'|r.."|]..1 you pray out the

teries of God’s plan for fe as you pray in other tongues.

In my own Christian experience, ['ve found that praying in
other tongues is one of the best ways to get mj body quiet and
my mind in neutral so I can hear what my spirit is saying. You
see. you can be just as noisy with vour mind as vou can be with
oy EIL”H" d feet! '\“':l II your mind 1s hollering at you—<con-
stantly bombarding vou 1 y its soulish thoughts or the devil’s
lies—you aren’t going to hear what the Holy Spirit 1s saying to

your spirit

Over the vears. it has become easier for me to get my mind

and body quiet as I pray. It used to take me at least an hour and
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. ng 1n tongues to get my so s
.|!I'u[ prayiis y soul and my body quiet

it only takes me a few minutes

{ noW

You aee, ~]ZHI‘I!1I.‘|| things have to be practiced just lik

By : JUSL l1Ke natu-

&« do. For 1nstance, baseball players p .

ing= - ayers practice 1n .
' 1 the

tl ,
to get ready for the upcoming baseh 111
y, DaSeps s

, 2 1N nr‘nh‘-l'
‘...-5:lb i 4 { hof sS0n.
rly, the more you wal yefore the Lord and pray in ot}

p s other

g the easier

it will be to get quiet and listen to your heart
ur hear

Of courseé; that’s not easy on the flesh. Your bodv won't
0 : y won't

_esarily want to pray. It’'s a whole lot easier to watch tel

P ) ; ' L vatch televi-
.t Susie Q or Joe Blow down :

por oy » . 3low down the street than it is t

S ' . = 0

(e \'i._.‘lll'-""“ pray,

nak
jom and di

isn’t it? But if you are going to receive God’
. - Tl I‘-q'

* rection in your life, you’ll have to keep your bod
s . _ eep your body
r subjection 10 your spirit and diligently give vourself t

gently give yourself to

r (1 Cor. 9:27: 1 Peter 4:7)

4 0 en (FO( ’s a1u .,!_- 1cé apo 1 ( sl ¥
As I sought G I’s guidance about various decisions, some-

times I'd pray night after night over a period of several weel
several weeks

. adn’t stop until I got it clear ol R AR CSE
|.\uu]{ill [ lear in my spirit what the Lord
.\'.HITHI me 1o do.

]E wh '||(‘ t1m¢ ]\l DE }[ 4 v Y l 1
I Llave I spl .hl
1] Jao VOl l'll‘ vhat i 1l ¥ LIle } words
AL! II 0O el Sy
0 ['llll‘ Ill *t 1N MY |IIJJ1 Lo ‘I..!I }1 it PE was say
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to me.

You, too, can put up your spiritual antenna simply by an act

of faith, On the inside of you, reach t rd God with your spirit
s you do, you will contact the Father God, Who is a Spirit, and
’ 01S a. [, anc

He will respond to your spirit
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As I prayed during those |)r'|:1|nn;'_-'v(l seasons of prayer, from
As a) L i ;

newhere deep inside, the knowledge of what God wanted
S0I | - 3 L ; ;

jo would rise up 1n me. The Lord’s wisdom and guid.

e shape and form within me, and eventually I’q

me to (

ance would tak | |
e of me exactly what direction I was supposed

know on the insid
in my spirit, no one could knock the

to take. Once I got it clear
2 g ‘41
knowledge of God’s plan out of me. I had it!

Getting God’s direction clear in your spirit is what will carry
vou through to victory when the trials come. If you don’t know
ﬁ_\:- sure what God’s will is for you concerning a particular mat-
ter, you could be easily swayed by adverse and contrary circum-
stances. If you don’t have God’s direction clear in your spirit
and you make a decision anywa

wavering back and forth in fear wondering if you missed God.

you could waste a lot of time

Without the knowledge of God’s will fixed firmly in your

spirit, you’ll ride the waves of circumstances, so to speak, up

one day and down the next. And you’ll eventually get off course,
because you'll be led by natural circ s rather than by
the leading of the Holy Spirit in your spirit. Knowing God’s will
in your spirit is your anchor to keep you on course no matter

what comes against you.

RID YOUR HEART OF ANY HINDRANCES

make it your lifelong aim to develop your spirit and to
always get God’s guidance and direction clear in your spirit
before you make a move. However, remember this: You won't
be able to accomplish that goal unless you get rid of anything

in your heart that might be a hindrance to your prayer life. If
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writ

% rid your heart of hindrances, you'll spend a lot of time
t1 ' ’
_‘I_h\ﬂ . ;
", s with no results.
Ay10B

¢t can hinder your prayer life? Jegug gives us one hin-
“]1"L Mark 11:25. After talking about the prayer
ce in M

of faith in
7 1:24, Jesus states that unforgiveness ig a hindrance tq
1 11:24,
ark Dy
. ]_\;';'z\'l.'l‘-" ANSWETE 1.1.
gting P* =

JARK 11:24-26

I I say unto you, What things soever ve desire, when
mherefore I say ur
] e receive them, and ye shall h

WHEN YE STAND PRAYING, FORGIVE. if

ye pray believe that } '¢ them

yve have
that your Father also whi h is in heaven

r Father which is in
heaven 1or

ou pray—forgive. Why did Jesus that? Because
When yo = : 3 ;
our prayers would be ineffectual if we harbor unfor-
- knew ( ay
Jesus kne :
i our hearts toward anyone.
aaq 1N OUI hearts t .
aness 11 ¢

] ou practice walking in the love of God and you are

Unless you practic . s
: you will greatly hinder the development o your

| vour ability to receive guidance and direction from the

pirit and your : t .

T 4 b or spirit that He leads you

ord—because it

The Book of First Peter mentions another hindrance to the

ne boog O o .

liever's prayer life.

IPE‘l‘]‘J[{ s well with them [vour '-.‘-.I."-.l'~| accord

Ry l g . onour unto the wife, as unto the

ki .u-. bein \.n irs together of the grace of life;
YERS BE NOT HINDERED
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Finally, be ¥ all of one mind, having compassion one of
.mrlf.h!.'\'- love as brethren, be pit iful, be courteous:
Not renderi il for evil, or railing for railing: but contrari.

ye are thereunto called, that ye

wise l\|u_‘~:r-iTl!.E"

should inherit 8 ble

Verse 7 says that husbands can hinder their prayers by A
heir wife as a fellow heir of the grace of life Th
8. The

hi 'ill}_ hl_ln.[“l]' L0 '}
ands U.n[.] ‘\'i\'(.""\ can ‘Iind':.' t] -_A p[‘i‘G] l
ll}ll ]‘lllh yal i 3 . I- - % :

truth
develof

and their spiritual ent by not walking in love toward

Jsolutely the truth!

each other. That
That scriptural principle is also true for every believer E
other words, if you don’t rid your heart of every bit of animosity

ill will, or unforgiveness, you are blocking the channel of commy

nication between you and God.

Th only hindrances to your prayer life and to

the devel

opment of your spirit so you can successfully follow God

in life.

or life will be hindered if you don’t strip off every-
thing that is ¢ u personally—every weight and sin
from running your ritual race

*

s)4So don’t dam up the flood tide of God’s blessing and glo
'hts and sins that clog the

that would try to hold you bac

to the best of your ability (Heb. 12:1)

and guidance! Don’t hold on to w
flow of His Spirit in your life. Get those things out of your mind

and your heart. Repent of them and get them under the blood of

Jesus.
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ke care of any hindrance to your prayer life before you
ake “* . o B : 4k :

I geek God for guidance on a matter. Then you can be
q f P gl
g  that your heart is lear and ungcluttered so you can hear
g0 ¥ # .

Holy :‘;l)irn is saying to you.

it the

LET GOD REMOVE THI
OBSTACLES IN YOUR PATH

Once you do have God’s guidance on a matter, don’t be con-

d with se
of following His plan. As you continue to seek the Lord

e emingly impossible obstacles that might stand in

e Way
. wisdom and
. acle in ways that will amaze you.

obey Him each step of the way, He will remove
aich ob

For example, I remember once when God began to deal with
o tW0 years ahead of time about pastoring a particular churc
began picking this church up in my spirit, and I asked the Lord

'ou talking to me about pastoring that church?”

i ] continued to pray about the matter, I became con

the Lord wanted me to pastor that particular church.

Then I pr , “Lord, I see some major obstacles blocking the
yay of my ever pastoring that church. From the natural stand-
ot, those obstacles look like insurmountable mountains. So

1] have to work it out so I can pastor there.”

Some of the leaders at that particular church were opposed
fo my ministry because of the message of faith and healing that
I preached. They had tried to confront me in the past, wanting

» B

b fuss and argue with me about what they believed. But I just
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_ pias. (I decided long ago that T'e. _ .
kept quiet and let them tuss. 80 that I'm going
ept ¢ | i 1 e B
o 1} love whether anyone ¢ Ise does or not!)

to walk 11 ;

UV ool 12 1o T_il]'l‘ ¥ W

I'm not going te what You've told

So I told the Lord,
bout pastoring that church and try to make it }, L8y
me abl Jas Lt ; . | ‘ -
. to say a word to anyone. | .
myself. I'm not going to say & : : ik i
| ,mmitted to the church I'm pastoring now while ] gty
stay co ( .
You work 1t out.

And God did just that! To my utter surprise, two yearg e

10 had so adamantly opposed me were the

those leaders wl |
ones who asked me to come and pastor that chureh! God e

care of every obstacle as I continued to pray and trust Him, i
the matter.

But the reason I could trust God to work out the it s
that I first sought Him in prayer until I had it clear in my spirit
that pastoring that particular church was God’s will for me.
OUT THE MYSTERY OF GOD’'S PLAN

It’s so important to learn to wait before the Lord and pray
out the mystery of God’s plan for our lives. One way we can do

that is to pray in other tongues.

The Bible says when we pray in tongues, we are o

mysteries to God: “For he that spec 1 in an unknown tongue

. 5t c
speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth
him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries” (1 Cor 14:2)
Moffatt’s translation says we are praying “divine secrets in the

Spirit.”
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Many of the bad things that happen to us—or thioia

s that should have happened but didn’t—are a result of
are a res :
our failing in the past to pray out God’s Plan. You see, God has

1anned many things for us in the future that as we pray in the
ot we will be praying out ahead of time (We o A :

Spirit We prayinj ahead of time. (We can pray in the
:-'-E_:Ii!‘lt both 1n tongues and in our native 1;1|‘1;‘g|_1;1.r_‘r|_- 'hen we pray

by the unction of the Holy Spirit.)

In fact, what is happening in your life in the present,
whether good or bad, is a result of what you have or have ok
prayed out in days gone by. And what will happen in your life in
the future will be a result of your present prayer life.

At times, the Holy Spirit will impress you to pray about
certain things that concern His plan for your life. You’ll have an
anointing or unction of the Holy Spirit to pray. But if you ignore
the Holy Spirit’s promptings and busy yourself with natural

affairs, that anointing will leave, and you'll wonder if you ever
sensed it! If you keep wring the Holy Spirit's promptings,

you'll grieve the Holy Ghost, and He won’t deal with you any
more about that issue.

So determine to always stay sensitive to those gentle
promptings of the Holy Spirit. Take the time to wait upon the
Lord in prayer and in the Word to discover His guidance and

direction for your life. Wait long enough before Him until your

mind becomes quiet and is no longer active. Wait long enough in

yer for all of your physical senses and emotions to be brought

pr
nto captivity so they no longer dominate you. T'hen you’'ll be

able to hear from vour :~'|;|il'i1
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,nd time in God’s Presence, ministering to th

Also, as you SP¢
ill quiet your mind and
: 7 !:it.re_ngth

s Lien

e and worship W

Lord in prais
your spirt. That's why spending much time ministering to th
| - he
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Lord wil you in deve
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ger
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1d worshipping Him for all that He ;
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| for all He has done for you.
let Him saturate every part 0 P :
. s » every part of your being.

n

anc It means to drink in of Hi
of His gl

s glory

and power and to
Ministering to the Lord will also help you hear from Hj
’ s. “AS THEY [certain prophets

and teachers at Antioch] MIN. STERED TO THE LORD
7HE HOLY GHOST SAID” (Acts 13:2). When yo .
: : you wor-
the kind of atmosphere in which th
’ e

For instance, in Acts 1<

ﬁ"r.-\'!i'cﬂ
ship the Lord, you create

Holy Spirit can s ak to your heart.

As vou spend time jus oving ancd s o G
you spend time just loving and worshipping the Lord, it’
g the . it's

so much e » to quiet your 1ind an ]
o quiet your mind and emotions & {
A anc ns and S
Jesus. -
So if yo ran ) experien inti
| you want to experience intimate fellowship with th
ord and hear wh e 18 in 15 2
Jear what He is saying to you, spend much time mini
: eN( minis-

tering to Him.

It can take some ti
o A ke some time to get your mind and body quiet
at’'s why the scripture sa ~ . o= o
SV y the scripture says, “BE STILL, and k
God” (Ps. 46:10). , and know that I am
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pody are quiet, listen way down deep in your innermost being

1o what the Holy Spirit is saying to you. Although at times your
mind may seem to be in a fog, the Lord will enlighten your spirit

and give you the guidance you need.

Don’t allow yourself to become spiritually lazy and stop short
of hearing what the Lord is saying to you in your spirit. If you
pecome spiritually lethargic, you could end up following your
own soulish desires, thinking all the time you’re following God’s

plan for you.

You have to learn to distinguish between your soulish
thoughts and desires and the Lord’s leading in your spirit. To
do that, you must become well-grounded in the Word, which
is the only thing that can distinguish between soul and spirit

iHE‘b. 4:12).

Becoming established in the Word will also help you learn to
recognize the voice of Satan as well. The devil will try to speak

subtle lies to your mind to deceive you (John 8:44; Rev. 12:9).

However, remember that God 3 to your spirit, and what
He says to you will always line up with His Word. So always
examine your leading in the light of the Bible. God will never

lead you one step beyond the principles in His Word.

Also, examine your motives for taking the step you're consid-
ering. Ask yourself: “Why do I want to do this? Do I want to do it
for my own selfish benefit or because someone else is doing it? Is
this something my soulish nature wants to do or something God

wants me to do?”
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Sometimes it takes a considerable amount of time stayi
So ® staying i,

the Presence of God for you to settle those questiong You o

always do it in one session of prayer.

Sometimes it takes long seasons of waiting before the Lo
i o T

in prayer in order to get your motives pure

d
and your Prioritieq

sorted out according to the Word so you can distinguigh betweep

the clamorings of your soul and the voice of your Spirit,

But if youll get still enough on the inside, and if you'll -

tate on God’s Word and pray in the Spirit long enough, yoy;
get deeper over into the Spirit, and you'll be able tg diﬁereﬂtiate
between your soul and your spirit man. You’'ll be able tq tell the
difference between your own wants and desires and what God

wants for you.

Then from way down inside of you, direction and guidance
will rise up. And you’ll be able to say with confidence, “Now I
know what to do! This is the choice of the Lord. In times past, |
was misled by my own emotions and my own human personal-
ity. But now I've heard from the Lord in my spirit. And although
all the world might stand against me and say it’s not so, I know

what God wants me to do!”

And as you obey God’s will and follow His plan, you'll enjoy

s He has provided for you.

The truth is, ministering to your own spirit—constar
feeding your spirit by meditating on the Word of God and
fellowshipping with the Lord—is the most important thing you

can do to develop your spirit so you can ascertain God’s will for
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“our life. Only then can you live in the

rm-,‘d(-d for you.

abundance God has

]?

Many Christians miss it by remaining in the
ph\'h‘“‘l realms. Forgetting that the spiritual re
the stem, and the ground out of which

mental and
alm is the root,
all else grows, they get

all agitated in their mind and emotions. And they run here and
[ o L= v

there, seeking for someone to give them mental, natural counsel

But if they’d only stop, get quiet on the inside, and fellow-
ship with the Lord, they'd begin to hear Him speak to their
heart. Pes contentment, and satisfaction would flow out of
their spirit into their mind and emotions. All of their question-
ings would simmer down and become as nothing, and even their

bodies would re 1d in joy and health.

Someone may , “Well, I've been praying a long time, and
[ haven't rd anything yet.” Then don’t make a move until you
{eep on seeking the Lord in the Word and in prayer.

Someone else may say, “I'm going to give God only this long
to give me an answer. If He doesn’t, I'll have to do it my way
No, it doesn’t work that way. You can’t give God your deadline!
If you try, you'll be going the wrong direction for sure! You must
wait before the Lord in faith that He will answer you in His time

and in His way.

If you want to be led by the Holy Spirit, always be willing
to respond to His leading, even if it doesn't agree with your own
human reasonings, expectations, or desires. Don’t hinder your
ability to discern His guidance through wrong thinking or self-

ish ambition. Stay teachable and open in your heart to anything
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ays

vou. And as you do, He will teach you His

the Lord may tell E
and direct you into His plan for your life.

In my own life, [ determined long ago to always -
. Holy Spirit’s leading. And through the years,
time to seek the Lord for guidance in thé
Word and in prayer, God always gave me an answer. The Holy
witness with my spirit to God’s plan, and pgq

I had received God’s direction on the matter I

instantly to the
every time I took the

Spirit would bear

know on the inside
r r - . |

knew it better than I knew my own name:

n experience the same success in receiving guidance

You ca
oly Spirit. But I want to emphasize this fact: Knowing

from the H :
the will of God and walking in the will of God is contingent upon

your prayer life and upon being established in the Word.

The more time you spend waiting before the Lord in the
Word and in prayer, the more sure you will be of the next step
to take. In God’s Presence, what is not of God in your life will

gradually fall away.

You'll come to the place where you won’t be bothered any
more by those weights and sins that caused you to stumble i;‘l
the past. And you'll find that you are able to walk in the clearly
defined will of the Father. i

As you practice praying out the mystery of God’s plan for
your life according to the Word, the Lord will take you deeper in

the realm of prayer than you've ever been before.

b \ :
I'm not talking about some mystical realm where you float

around like a cloud in the sky and are too spiritual to be any
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_ ‘ a more intimate
of communion with the Lord. The things of the Spirit of God
> - |

cthly good! I'm talking about learning to enjoy
:\: v - o

| 0\‘&‘1

«ill become more real to you than the natural world around you

That’s the way it should be for every believer. Walking in the
gpirit should be normal for the child of God. It should be as natu-
ral for & believer to be led by the Holy Spirit and to walk by faith

as it is for fish to swim in the sea and birds to fly in the sky

You see, you can become so attuned to the Holy Spirit who
dwells inside you that in every situation of life, you'll know
exactly what He is saying to you as you seek Him for guidance

and direction. You'll develop a working relationship with God.

What do I mean by a working relationship? I mean you’ll
become so intimate with your Heavenly Father that it will
pecome natural to talk everything over with Him just as a child
would talk with his earthly father. You won’t make any sig-
nificant decisions without asking Him first, and He won’t do any-

thing that concerns you without telling you first.

Throughout my own Christian walk, I've developed that kind
of intimate, working relationship with the Lord. I've kept myself
consecrated to God’s will, whatever it may be. But I've always

felt free to talk with Him just like a son would talk to his father.

For instance, on some matters that weren’t that crucial, I've
asked the Lord, “If it’s all right with You, could I do it this way?”
And the Lord told me, “That’s fine with Me. It’s not exactly what

I had in mind, but if you want to do it that way, it’s all right.”

89
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On the other hand, there have been times when the .

“No, don’t

visdom and

told me ask to do that. It wouldn’t be best.” 80 e
ol ; : .
trusted His v obeyed Him.
an intimate relationship with the Lord if oy

You can have
d up,” and stay yielded to the Holy

the Word, stay "praye
ading. God wants you to develop your spirit so you cap
h Him. And as you wait in His Preg

stay 1n

Spirit’s le
enjoy close communion wit

ce in prayer, in that holy place of sweet communion, at times

en
glimpses in the Spirit of His plan for you as He

vou will catch

shows you things to come (John 16:13).

DON'T LET SATAN THWART
GOD'S PLAN FOR YOU!

As you spend time in the Presence of the Lord, not only will
you enter into a new dimension of communion with Him, but
you will also gain a greater understanding of your authority and
power in the Name of Jesus to stop Satan’s strategies in your
life.? This is extremely important, because Satan will do his best

to thwart God’s purpose for your life from being fulfilled.

Has the Lord spoken to you by His Word and by His Spirit
concerning His plan for you? Perhaps you've waited and waited
for what He has said to your heart to come to pass, yet nothing

’ =]
has happened. You need to seek the Lord and determine if your
lack of results is 0 S 's strategi ] at i

of results is due to Satan’s strategies against you. If that is
the case, you must speak to your mountain—whatever problem
0 P 1t N y aate e "1 ¢ 4
or circumstance Satan is using against you—and command it to

be removed in the mighty Name of Jesus (Mark 11:23)
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you see, there are often spiritual battles in pr

ayer that we

d against the

- to pass in our

I'm not talking about a mental or physical battle, Py t 11{

Jslcal battle. I'm talk-

h arkness in the

vyame of Jesus as we fight the good fight of faith by

God (Eph. 6:12; 1 Tim. 6:12). :
|

qust Wage as we stand our ground on the Wor

emy who wants to keep God’s pl
el ’

an from comin g

Jives:
. about standing against spiritual forces of d

the Word of

SELITEA S =gt . -
As we exercise our God-given authority in Jesus’ Name. we

enforce the victory over the devil that Jesus already bought for
a5 on the cross Col. 2:15; Heb. 2:14). That is the kind of w:

paul was talking about in First Timothy.

arfare

1 TIMOTHY 1:18

18 This charge 1 commit unto thee, son Timothy, ccording to

the prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them
mightest WAR A GOOD WARFARE.

[n my minis there have been times when it seemed like
every demon in hell was ganging up on me to keep me from fol-
lowing God’s plan for my life. For instance, the first five months
after I left my last church and went into the field ministry, it
seemed like I had to stand against more demons than I had the

previous fifteen years put together.

rere I turned, I encountered oppression and opposi-
tion from the enemy. The devil tried to keep me out of the place
of ministry that God had p ed for me, but I overcame by
steadfastly exercising my authority in Jesus Christ in pr
You see. the Bible calls it a good fight of faith because sometimes
we have to steadfastly and with perseverance take our stand

against the enemy (Eph. 6:11-18).
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can do the same thing in your life. For instance,
* if a

egsion or OPPre

yjur mind to b
g operations against you in the ]

ye he N

- ame (Jf

You

spirit of de ,ssion has been causing your spirit
4 0

pr
be :n'lu;;;:mh and y¢ e unclear, you need to command
anc

the enemy 1O stop hi

Jesus.

(‘umm:md Gatan's power to be broken over every area of
3 : ; - - C ,YDU['
. gmuml against the enemy’s strategies with th
h the

life. Stand your
mighty Name of Jesus.

Word of God and the

At the same time, hold fast to your confession of faith th

God’s purposes will pre\-'ml in your life. Begin to say, “The L :

. 5 1 ord

has spoken to me and therefore, 1n the Name of Jesus it shall
-SUS 1L sna

come to pa
1k in that realm of authority in Jesus Christ
Y Sus LATst, no

When you wWé

no demon, and no circumstance will be abl
" able [(}

man, no enemy,
the fulfillment of God’s purposes for yc
ses for your

stand between you and
evelop your spirit and to alway
- avs

life. And as you determine to d
g of the Holy Spirit, to a greater a
- E greater and greater

follow the lea
degree you will walk in victory and erience the talk

. : 2 gty ness of
an for you.

ared different ways the Holy Spirit may \Gil et
iptural principles that when acted upon will I;Pl ) (r‘l
fully follow the Holy Spirit’s fahre But ]_(_J_m;l ;m:i
spiritual things require practice, just as natural things an 1ber,
Bt .
| So don’t get in a hurry and become discouraged if you don’t
grow up and develop spiritual maturity in these mm{,i.,l.gi s “
night. You didn’t develop mentally and physically (.1\'9;1‘1-;::{

9

did you?




You didn’t enter first grade one week and o

_.{_'Ir]l'lli'l the next

-aduate from |
eek! You didn’t mature overnight. In the

> sdlIle
way, your spirit ual 1_!("-.(~|r.|lﬂ'r'|[_-|'n will take some time too.

So just continue to be diligent to seek the Lord for guidance
and direction in your life. Remember to ex » your God-given
authority in Jesus Christ to stop Satan’s attempts to thwart
God’s plan for your life. Most important spend much time in
God’s Presence, meditating on His Word. worshipping Him, and
F_:ur'.l_"-,ili:_ in the Spint.

Don’t get upset becaus u miss it a f times. Just keep on
growing spiritually and developing your spirit. Refuse to walk
after your own natural mind, and

[}'u_rll'_',f:l.-- VOIULI 1['||'|I_|-_'_|'|T-- As you are
Word and take

that vou u

ask the Lord to make His
rooted and erounded in the
time to listen to your spirit, the Bible promises
learn to be led by the Holy Spirit!




