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African Americans protest silently, turning their backs when flag was raised beneath the American and Texas Flags. See page 3
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Editorial

Maxine Session

President Obama has released the
long and short form ofhis burth cer-
tificate letting those who believe
he 1s not an American born citizen
know without question that he 1s
genuine. He 1s not the first politi-
cian of African decent to face ad-
versity because of his race. The
election of John Mercer Langston
to the House of Representatives in
1890 shows that African American
political power did not evaporate
completely with the end of Re-
construction 1n 1877. The son of
a white planter and a mixed raced
mother, Langston had attended
Oberlin College. studied law with
a judge, and been admutted fo
the Ohio bar in 1854. After the
Civil War, he organized the Law
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Department at Howard Universi-
ty before serving as its first
dean and then president from
1873 to 1875 Then, after a
brief stint as resident minis-
ter and consul general to Haiti
and charge d’affairs to the Do-
minican Republic, he won the
1888 election to the House of
Representatives, but took his
seat on September 23, 1890,
only after the House had de-
termined that his Democratic
rival had cheated. He was a
member of the House for less
than six months, and his stint
showed some of the difficulties
of being an African American
representative after Recon-
struction. When Langston's
term ended on March 3, 1891,
he failed to get reelected.

Every candidate for election to
the house, senate and so on should
be vetted by the same set of rules.
President Obama 15 the first
know candidate for president
to face such adversity about a
birth certificate, his religion to
where his children go to school

His calm demeanor and com-
mon sense approach to prob-
lems no matter how small 15 an
example for us all to follow.

[he glory of the youngis
their strength; the gray hair of
expernience is the splendor of the

old. -Proverbs 20:29

Families making up to
$44K or more may qualify.

CHIP covers prescriptions, dentist visits, eye glasses and
more. And for £50 or less a year, what's not to like?

Surprised?

Rusk ISD is offering :
Free Summer Lunch Program
At Rusk Primary Cafeteria
Ages 18 or under
Monday - Thursday
June 6 - July 7, 2011
12:00 - 12:20 each day

Contact Rusk ISD Food service Dept. at (903) 683-5080

Letters to the Editor Policy

We welcome your letters to the editor. We ask that letters be signed
with the senders name. Please address to P. O. Box 332, Rusk,

Texas 75785 or e-mailed to = informernews08@aol.com
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Confederate Flag Controversy

exas sons of Confederate Veterans conduct ceremony and raise
Confederate Flag along with the United States and Texas Flags to
fly over the Anderson County Courthouse.

Palestine, TX. - Friday morning
Apnil 1, 2011 the Confederate
Flag was raised over the Ander-
son County Courthouse in Pales-
tine, Texas only to be removed
a few days later, after causing
controversy and racial tension
The Sons of the Confederate
Veterans John H. Reagan Camp
#2156 and United Daughters of
the Confederacy Davis-Reagan
Chapter #2292 raising of the
flag came with all the ceremony;,
pomp and circumstance of the
United States Flag or the Tex-
as Flag. Yet, employees of the
County, many right imnside the
courthouse, and other important
Palestine officials stayed away.

Members of the local NAACP
stood silently by carrying signs
that read “Protest” while a sheriff
patrol stood watch around the
ceremony area and courthouse
square.

Anderson County Commission-
er’s voted 3 - 2 at their March 28th
Meeting for approval of honoring

Confederate Soldier’s during the
month of Aprl at the request of
Ronnie Hatfield and group of the
Sons of the Confederate. Com-
missioners Rashad Mims and
Kenneth Dickson voted against
the request and Commussioners
Joe Chaffin, Joe Hill and Rob-
ert Johnson voting for approval .

Members of the Confederate
groups say honoring the Confed-
erate soldiers and flying the flag 1s
not about racism but honoring the
men who fought in the Civil War

War veteran, Kenneth David-
son, president of the local NAACP
led a group that turned their backs
m protest when the flag was raised.
“I could not do it. I could not do 1t,
Davidson Said, refering to turning
his back as the controversial flag
was raitsed. “I have no problem
with them celebrating their his-
tory, but what I do have a prob-
lem with 1s them flying that flag
over our county courthouse. I
fought for the U. S. Flag. I do not
honor that flag that 1s a symbol of
pamn and suffering inflicted on

signs of protest.

Bystanders stand silenfly by watching the ceremony and holding

our race of people as they were
slaved, hanged, raped and made to
live 1n poverty and degredation.”
I would like to sit down with them
and learn more about their history
but I would also like to tell them
about black people’s, my ances-
tors, experience with that flag.
They are only opening the door
for other flags to fly, like this
one, that do not honor all men”™

The groups who raised the flag
say they do not understand what
the controversy 1s about. African
American history 1s generaly not
taught i the public schools of
East Texas, so the true story has
not been told of why the flag 1s a
symbol of racial hatred to African
Americans. Many don’t under-
stand that slavery was the key 1s-
sue for fighting the Crvil War and
they don’t know the purpose for
which that flag and the flag with
cross bars and stars were used.
They were used by hate groups
to mecite racial hatred and they
were used as they carried out vio-
lence against African Americans.

The Mayor of Palestine called
for an emergency meeting the
following Monday for the pur-
pose of passing a resolution
asking the county to remove the
Hag.

The flag was removed by the
chapter of the sons of Confeder-
ate Veterans on Monday night
just as the Palestine City Coun-
cil was meeting to call for 1ts
removal.

It's not the load
that breaks you
down, it's the
way you carry it.

~Lena Horne
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Bi-annual Reunion Schedule for Booker
T. Washington Alumni and Ex Students
Association Alto, Texas
June 17th - 19th, 2011

From Dahl B. Storms- Com. President

* Friday June 17th
Fish Fry 4:00 - 6:00PM Booker T. Washington
ommunity Center Highway 69 South

1d Fashion Gospel Singing Extravaganza
:00PM - New Hope Baptist Church
9 South

ocializing immediately after the singing at the
ooker T. Washington Community Center.

* Saturday June 18th
runch 10:00AM - Booker T. Washington Com-

unity Center

Afternoon - Community Visitation

Banquet 7:00PM - Rusk Civic Center 555 Euclid
treet (Rusk off 69 S. behind Southern Hotel)
anquet followed by dancing and games.

* Sunday June 19th
Breadfast on your own

Worship Service 11:00 AM at St. Thomas Chapel
AME Church - Highway 21 West

Adjourn until 2013

Summer Lunch Program
July 11, 2011 thru August 14, 2011

Monday - Friday 11:30 AM - 1:00PM
Ages 18 and under.

Mt. Pleasant CME Church
138 Reeder Rusk, Texas

(903) 683-3441

EVERY ONE IS IMPORTANT.

You can help l:n:-lr vour child healthy with reeular -.'bﬁi_-:u]'ﬁ and waccines.

Fwery wne i L oo fami, And ther'te free with Childrens Medsail.

Your child will als pet other bealth benefis ke free prescription J_'I.I';_'! dental
e fRe eName Al i-‘hwu =vem Ade oooand From che desrer or denries affice

Call today or visi eur website o apply.

# Children's Medicaid

We've got your kics covered.

www.CHIPmedizaid.org

1-877-KIDS-NOW

CHILDAEN WITH MEDICALD CAN CET EREE RIDES TO THE DOCTOR
OFR DENTIST™S QFFICE. CALL 1-877-MED-TRIF TC LEAEKN MOQEE.
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Texas House passes budget A ook Back

bill with deep cuts

In a vote that sharply reflects the deep

ideological fissure
within the state, the
Commuttee  Substi-

tute for House Bill 1
{(CSHB 1), the gener-
al appropriations ball
that sets the budget
for the state, passed
the Texas House
of Representatives
Sunday by a vote of
98-49 The bill cuts
tens of billions from
public and higher
education, health and
human services, and
public safety pro-
grams, while keeping
the state Rainy Day
Fund mostly intact
— a key goal of fiscal conservatives.
For the §2nd Legislature, the mo-
mentum toward steep spending cuts
was established early, even though
Democrats have always insisted that
the story of the deficit 1s also the story
of certain well-heeled players — some
of them major corporations — refus-
ing to pay their fair share in taxes.
“We can't afford to subsidize com-
panies that are making millions
and billions of dollars while we
have folks that are getting laid-off
in our schools” said State Repre-
sentative Yvonne Davis. “It's the
will of the leadership to recognize
that we need additional resources.”
“T don’t understand how long we're
going to continue this charade ™ said
Eep. Rene Oliveira (D-Brownsville)
at one pownt dunng the lengthy floor
debate. “Our fellow Texans. the poor,
the middle-class. the sick. the elder-
ly. the disabled. our schoolchildren,
they all need us to stand up today.”
This 1declogical attachment to lim-
ited government that the GOP has
worked tirelessly to enshrine in the
Legislature has helped Texas earn
the distinction of ranking close to the
bottom among the 50 states in per
capita spending on public education.
“A lot of people have misunder

stood the message that the voters
are sending when

they say ‘less
government,
more efficien-

cy,”” said Rep.
Helen Giddings.
“They do mean
that. But then you
have to go further
and ask them the
specific question.
‘Do you want to
see cuts in edu-
cation?” And the
answer to that
overwhelmingly.
15 ‘no’. ‘Do you
want to see cuts
m assistance fo
nursing homes?” The answer 1s
‘absolutely no’. So we have to
be sure we understand the mes-
sage the voters are sending us. "It
has been no small challenge for
Democrats to broaden the bud-
get discussion to include cor-
porate tax exemptions passed
by previous legislatures. But
many, such as Rep. Mike Villar-
real (D-San Antomo) feel that
it 15 fime for those who backed
such legislation to come forward
and publicly defend their choie-
es in light of the current crisis.
“We need more transparency.
we need a systematic review
of all tax expenditures,” Villar-
real said. “Simular to the way
we scrub our budget, we need to
be evaluating tax loopholes that
leak billions of dollars from our
state coffers and treat one tax-
payer differently than another.”
The Texas Legislative Study
Group, mn a report submutted last
Sunday during the third day of floor
debate, offers this grim assessment:
“In the wake of a recession. this bud-
getwillyears, 44 percentofwhichare

By IMANI EVANS

deliver an economic blow
that costs Texas over 335,000
jobs over the course of the
next two private sector jobs.”
“WVoters don’t want waste, and
neither do I.” Rep. Giddings said.
“But I also want to make sure that
we take care of our elderly, and
we make sure that there are op-
portunities there for young people
that want to go to college, and
wheo don’t have to take out loans
in such amounts that they will be
indebted for many years to come.”
“The thing I always call people’s
attention fo 1s that there are a lot of
people 1n this House who are still
campaigning, rather than govern-
ing ” said Rep. Harold Dutton (D-
Houston). “When the campaigns
end and the election’s over and
the winners have been decided.
it’s my observation that people
ought to come together and do
what’s best for Texas. What's hap-
pening here 1s that people are try-
ing to do what’s best for party. ”
Implicit within these remarks
may be the harshest charge of all:
that within Republican circles
there 1s a strain of thought that
practically hopes for fiscal cri-
ses to occur, to ease the path for
budget cuts that serve to shrink
the size of government accord-
mng to conservative designs.
Texas Republicans, of course,
deny that they have any de-
signs other than obeying the
Texas Constitution and adher-
imng to the popular sentiment
that less government 1s better
“This budget reflects the economic
realities facing our state, and 1t only
spends available revenue.” said the
bill’s sponsor. Rep. Jim Pitts (D-
Waxahachie) mn a statement. “This
bill, combined with the votes we
took yesterday on HB 4 and HB 275,
fulfills our constitutional responsi-
bility to have a balanced budget™

Continued from pg. 7

even though many times, the
odds were not in his favor. Then
tragically on April 4, 1968 in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, the dreamer’s
life was cut short by an assas-
sin’s bullet to the head. He was
killed, but his dream lives on in
the hearts and minds of all peo-
ple with the courage to raise their
voices in protest against evil and
those who continue an unwaver-
ing commitment to help all enjoy
full participation in our society re-
gardless of their race, creed, or
color. And finally, | thank God for
sending Martin Luther King Jr.
our way. To the Groves family, |
extend my moth profound grati-
tude for the space and opportu-
nity to reflect on the life of a great
man, a portion of our turbulent
history as a people, and my own
personal journey through life.

Labor

The desires of lazy people will
be their ruin, for their hands
refuse to work.

-Proverbs 21:25

Hard workers have plenty of
food; playing around brings

poverty.
-Proverbs 28:19

If you are too lazy to plow in the
right season, you will have no
food at the harvest.

-Proverbs 20:4

It is good for workers to have
an appetite; an empty stomach
drives them on.

-Proverbs 16:26
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NAACP Report Ties State Spending on Prisons to
Low Education Achievement

2

Ben Jealous NAACF’ Mational
Fresident

Conservative leaders, prison
guard wunion, education and
business experts join biparti-
san call to reduce incarceration
Multi-city billboard campaign will
kick off federal, state and local
efforts to reform criminal justice
policy and influence state budgets
State and city data available in
report

(Washington, DC) — On Thurs-
day, Aprl 7th, the NAACF will
announce an upcoming report
that examines escalating lev-
els of prison spending and its im

pact on state budgets and our
nation’s children. “Misplaced
Priorities: Under Educate, Over
Incarcerate” uncovers a dis-

turbing connection between
high Incarceration rates and
poorly performing schools.

Misplaced Priorities tracks the
steady shift of state funds away
from education and toward the
criminal justice system. For in-
stance, in Houston, Los Ange-
les and Philadelphia, more than
65 percent of the lowest-per-
forming schools are in neigh-
borhoods with the highest rates
of incarceration. Researchers
found that over-incarceration
most impacts vulnerable, often
minority populations, and that
it destabilizes communities.

The report offers recommen-
dations that would help policy-
makers downsize prison popu-
lations and shift the savings to
education budgets. The effort
is part of the NAACP's “Smart

Fien

and Safe” campaign, an initia-
tive designed to reform the na-
tion's criminal justice system.

The Apnl 7 press conference
will feature representatives of
law enforcement and a grow-
ing bipartisan coalition calling
on state lawmakers to rethink
decades-old cniminal justice poli-
cies. In addition to NAACP Presi-
dent and CEQ Benjamin Todd
Jealous, speakers will include:
- Rod Paige, former Sec-
retary of Education under
President George W. Bush;
- Grover Norguist, President
of Americans for Tax Reform;
- Mitchell Kapor, entreprenedur,
philanthropist and founder of Lo-
tus Development Corporation;
- Mike Jimenez, a member of
the executive committee of Cor-
rections USA, which represents
80,000 corrections officers na-
tionwide, as well as President
of the Califomia Correctional
Peace Officers Association;
= Pat Molan, Presi-
dent of Pnson Fellowship
- Lindsay McCluskey, Presi
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dent of the United 5States
Student Association.

- Laura Murphy, ACLU Director
— Washington Legislative Office
- David Gelbaum, CEO of En-
tech Solar, entrepreneur and
philanthropist

“We need to be 'smart on crime’
rather than ‘tough on crime’ and
address soaring incarceration
rates in this country,” stated Jeal-
ous. “Failing schools, college
tuition hikes and shrinking state
education budgets are narrow-
ing the promise of education

for young people all across the
country. Meanwhile, allocations
for our incarceration system con-
tinue to increase, sending our
youth the wrong message about
their future ”

A billboard campaign will ac-
company the report’s release.

It will be displayed in airports
around the United States, includ-
ing Houston, Los Angeles and
FPhiladelphia. The ads will fea-
ture jarring statistics about our
nation’s criminal justice system.
One message will read: “Wel-
come to America, home to 5% of
the world's people and 25% of
the world's prisoners. There is a
better way.”

Mr. James I. Perkins, Citizens 1st Bank Presi dent,
received one of the greatest honors that can be
bestowed upon an individual. January 29, 2008 the
Stephen F. Austin College of Education was named
the James I. Perkins College of Education in his
honor. Seated here, Mr. Perkins and Indianappolis
Colt, Cody Glenn, also former Citizens 1st Bank
employee; Andrew Melontree of the Tyler Bank and
Walter Session, Rusk City Councilman. They are
viewing a thank you card to Mr. Perkins from Rusk
State Hospital Employees and Superintendent Ted
Debs for support given to RSH. The card is signed
by each employee and has been framed and placed
on display in the bank. RSH provides about 936 jobs

CITIZENS 1ST BANK

HOME OWNED AND SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1920
JUST AS IT SERVES RUSK STATE HOSPITAL

Rusk - 601 North Main Street (903) 683-2277
Jacksonville - 825 South Jacksonville (903) 586-2201
Tyler - 2001 East South Easty Loop 323 (903 581-1900

Nacogdoches - 3010 University (409) 5601401

to East Texas.

Eqad Housing Oppor tusity
i
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A Look Back on the Road to Progress and Peace in America

~James Mccullough

In recognifion of the Apnl 5th An-
niversary death of Dr. Martin King
Jr, | would like to share some of
the personal reflections on those
turbulent times Iin our nation's
history. As a combat military po-
liceman, | was among the 25,000
soldiers sent to the University of
Mississippi in 1962 to help quell
the violence on the campus pre-
cipitated by the enrollment of
James Meredith, a native Mis-
sissippian and Air Force Veter-
an. The violence which ensued
caused hundreds of injuries to
both soldiers and civilians. It is
estimated that as many as 11 per-
sons were Killed or died as a resulfj
of the conflict in the three days of
rioting. My unit spent 41 days on
the “Ole Miss” campus guarding
the classrooms in which Meredith
was in attendance, and the dormi-
tory in which he was housed. As a
young soldier, | found the experi-
ence to be both shocking and re-
vealing. Again, a couple of years
later, | was exposed to vioclence
as a young soldier sent to serve
in Vietnam. After Vietham | | was

discharged. My goal was to enter
Texas Southern University to pur-
sure a degree in what | perceived
to be a peaceful and harmoni-
ous enviornment, however this
proved to be an illusion which was
quickly shattered. The civil rights
conflict was in full bloom across
America and much of the unrest
had spread to black colleges
and universities across America.
Much of this unrest was due to a
call to arms by Dr. King to help re-
make America an America for all
people instead of just a privileged
few. At Texas Southern Universi-
ty. marches and protests ensued
on almost a weekly basis which
many times involved law enforce-
ment agencies that often went to
great lengths to quell or stifle the
protests - often through violent
beatings and jailing. By this time,
| was beginning to internalize the
feeling that | had traded one war
zone for another. A few years
earlier, Dr. King had stood on the
grounds of the U.5. Capitol and
proclaimed to the world his now

famous ‘| Have a Dream” speech.

Aushtin Bank
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This set the tone for what he saw
asamission toliberate blacks and
others from the yoke of oppres-
sion. In attempting to do so, his
nonviolent movement triggered a
violent reaction from those intent
on maintaining the status quo.
Many deaths and much destruc-
tion occured which severely im-
pacted the lives of many people of
different races. Dr. King and oth-
ers of the civil rights war labored
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on in spite of the overwhelming
odds arrayed against them. They
did so partly due to a feeling that
much of the racial hatred and vio-
lence manifested by some white
Americans was not indicative
of all white Americans, including
those who one day would rise up
to work in tandem with blacks and
other citizens of color to combat
crimes and evil of an oppressive
society. This feeling gave him the
continued strength to persevere,

IContinued on pg. 5 |

O.T. Allen & Son

703 East San Antonio
P. O. Box 495
Alto, Texas 75759

036 858-4111

Serving area
families over 85
years

“There is litle hope for us
until we become tough-rminded
enough to break loose from the
shackles of prejudice,
half-truths, and downright
ignorance.”

~Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

431 North Main Street
Jacksonville, Texas 75766
Phone: (903) 284-6203

Fax: (903) 284- 6204

“Celebrating Black History Every Month”
Knowledge is Power

L

‘\.

NN

Community Funeral Home

of Jacksonville

*Experience With Care
*Serving East Texas Families In Times of Need

Dexter H. Rhodes, Onwner
A J Rhodes ED. EMB. B.A.
Funeral Home Consultant




Mt. Pleasant Church
celebrates 123 years

L -R standing- Ginger Marshall. Lula Perry, Lissett Bennett, H R
Waggoner, Floyd Franklin, Maddison fields, Zoe’ Fields, Vanessa
Boyd, Kamaal Mahummed, Walter Session. Sitting L -R Mary Ses-
sion. Maxine Session, Elizabeth Rivers, Sara1 Johnson, Rev. Greenie
Phllips, Pastor.

Founded March 10, 1888, Mt. Pleasant Church Rusk, Texas celebrat-
ed the 123rd church anniversary on Sunday March 24, 2011. The
church was first located one-half mile north of downtown Rusk at the
present site of Brookshire Brothers grocery store. In 1952 the church
was torn down and rebuilt at 1t’s present location, 138 Reeder Street

on land donated by the late Irvin C. Con-

- | ley and wife Inez Reeder Conley who 1s
presently the second oldest living member
of the church and the church Mother. Cecil
Frazier, age 102, 15 the oldest living mem-
ber.

Services are held the second and fourth
Sunday of each month. Breakfast 1s served
at 9:30 AM. Sunday School begins at
10:00AM and worship service at 11:00AM.

the Summer Lunch Program begins
Monday, July 11, 2011.

‘ RHS seniors enjoy prom

Some of the students from the RHS 2011 Senior class pose for a final
picture before heading out to prom. Among some of the students are:
Randall Upshaw, Paytn Woody, Hayley Dyke, Camisha Hunter, Pris-
cilla Hernandez, Amanda Session, Shawanda Session, Maddie Wal-
lace, Morgan Ford, Kendrieka Hart, Victor Stmmons, and Michael
Nickle.

L & P Paint and Body Professional
Collision Center

Computer Estimates * Frame Machine *Paint Booth *Digital Camera *System to Fax to Insurance Company

*24 Hour Wrecker service

Fax: (903) 723-4847 SHOP (903) 723-3532

NIGHT (903) 922-2892

1203 WEST OAK
PALESTINE,TEXAS 75801
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Francis Long

Rodney Huggins

Rusk ISD Board Upholds Administrative
Decision 1n Parent Complaint Filed October 2010

Roy Cavozos

Dana Young

| o it i

Tracy Session

Britt Patterson

Rusk, TX.- In an April 7th Special called
meeting, members of the Rusk Indepen-
dent School District Board of Trustees un-
anomously upheld administrative decisions

reached in a Level I and Level II parent

' ne v

.b& &'

Ph: (903) 683-2918
Fax: (903) 683-1041

Call Us!

complaint filed with the district. Michael

Terri’s Cakes

Fits Your Pocketbook
and Your Taste!!

Felicia Session, parents of a
graduating seniorandtenthgrad-
er, filed the complaints with the
district against four employees.
Copies of the complaint stated
they had been falsely accused
of causing trouble at a girls
volleyball game. Named were
Scott Schwartz, RHS Principal,
Coach Cheryl Parsley, Ashley
McElroy and Coach Wilbanks,
following their ousting by Mr.
Schwartz and a Rusk police of-
ficer from a varsity girls volley-
ball game on October 1, 2011.
According to complaint docu-
ments, it was not explained

to the Sessions on that night
why they were told to leave the
coliseum, but told it would be
explained in a conference the
following Monday.

On Monday they were told
the no investigation had been
conducted and they would be
notified when a meeting date
was set. When they were able
to meet with Mr. Schwartz the
following Thursday, October
7th, they were told someone
may have used the “B’ word
and were presented a contract
to sign. When they refused to
sign the contract, they were
told by Mr. Schwartz they were
banned indefinitely from all
extra-curricular contests that
involved Rusk ISD students.

Mrs. Session was actively in-
volved with Project Gradua-
tion, and was working the con-
cession that night, which is not
a direct school activity but was
ousted from duties there when a
school official called the presi-
dent of that project and told her
not to involve Mrs. Session in
duties with the project. They
went from Mr. Schwartz’s

office to Dr. Largent’s office
on October 7th. The conversa-
tion was basically the same. He
told them he agreed with Mr.
Schwartz and added that they
could not attend RISD activi-
ties held at out of town schools.
If so, the police would be notified.
Mr. & Mrs. Session filed

the Level I Parent Com-
plaint October 14, 2011.
The three-hour long hearing
was held November 3, 2011
at RISD Central Office with
Mr. Schwartz presiding.
In conflicting written statements
from coaching staff and students,
both Mr. and Mrs. Session were
accused of using the “B---"
word and she the word “trash”.
In a letter dated Novem-

ber 10th, Mr. Schwartz noti-
fied the Sessions that he con-
cluded RHS Administration
had been fair and upheld the
consequence of them not being
able to attend any further extra-
curricular activities at RISD.
A Level II Complaint was
filed November 18th and a
Level II hearing was held at
RISD December 14th at Cen-
tral Office With Dr. Largent
Chairing and the school attor-
ney sitting in on the meeting.
Again the decision was to
uphold the level I decision.
The special called April

7th meeting brought about
thirty people to the parking lot
(meeting was closed) in sup-
port of Mr. and Mrs. Session.
The parents were represented
by Attorney Kimberly Clark.
A motion was called which
would have allowed the par-
ents to regain the right to at-
tend extra-curricular activities.
Prior decisions made by
administrators  were  up-
held as no motion was made.
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Mercy/McGowan Funeral

*NOTARY 415 North Main Street
=pDRE-NEED ]ﬂl:kﬂﬂﬂﬁ]le, Texas 75766
(903) 586-4698

Never put a question mark where God has put a period.

TOSH INSURANCE

AGENCY, Inc.
142 Main Street
Rusk, Texas

Carol Stovall*Don Jones
For any type Insurance we’ve got you covered!

Chapman

Pharmacy

100 East 5th Street © Oth Square” in Rusk
We are a Participating Medicare Provider

We honor All
Prescription Cards i

= .-r"
e -

903 683-2422 1-800- 657-1873

Happy Birthday L
Jessie Burley of Nacogdoches

Love,
~Your family

Forrest K. Phifer
Attorney-At-Law

Family Law
*Divorce
*Custody
*Child support
Wills & Probate
*Preparation
*Probate
*Guardianship & Power of Attorney
Social Security Disability
(903) 683-4730

( Leave Message 24 hours)

509 N Main S5t. Rusk, Texas 75785
Accepting All Major Credit Cards
Licensed by Texas Supreme Court for
General
Practice Of Legal Specialization

ALL STAR FORD

CREDIT
CLINIC

% Bankruptcies + Repos
# Slow Pay % Charge Offs
with a little money from you...we can get you on the road!

BRING THESE FEW THINGS AND

* Praof of Income
* Proof of Residence
* Cash Down Payment
» Complete References

2929 S. Loop 256 » Palestine, TX
903-T29-2171 - 800-234-6171

B B L sl bt e Dkl g s B U g e T AR T
FAr e deagbarn sty b oo Lo spomesl o8 micgest 1o S me s onmm.




House approves Slocum
Massacre Resolution A new day

AUSTIN - As the first order of leg-
Islative business this morning, 96-
year-old Myrt Hollie was wheeled
into the Texas House chamber
and seated next to Speaker
Joe Straus, who happily shook
Hollie’s hand. Hollie's sons and
granddaughters stood to his rear.
Then they listened as House
members unanimously approved
a resolution that formally ac-
knowledged a forgotten racial
atrocity, one that has haunted
the Fort Worth resident and his
family for more than a century.
In 1910, mobs of East Texas
whites killed at least eight Afn-
can Americans. One of Hollie's
uncles was among the dead, an-
other was badly wounded, and
ancestors were forced to aban-
don their property near the small
village of Slocum, located 150
miles southeast of Fort Worth.
For decades, Myrt Hollie

and his family have sought to
restore the atrocity to its prop-
er place in history. For them,
Wednesday morning at the
Capitol had a dreamlike guality.
| was overwhelmed with joy~
Hollie said later as he sat In
the office of State. Rep. Marc
Veasey, D-Fort Waorth, who spon-
sored the resolution. | didn't
think this day would ever come.
| didn’t ever dream that I'd see
the change the way we have. |
didn’t think | would live that long.”
Veasey began preparing the
resolution after learning about
the slaughter in a Star-Tele-
gram article in February. On
Wednesday, he was joined at
the front of the House chamber
by Reps. Chuck Hopson and By-
ron Cook, both Republicans who
represent areas in East Texas
where the massacre took place.
So many members, Repub-
lican and Democrat, came up to
me afterward and thanked me
for doing that,” Veasey said later.

“They said, ‘I've never heard

of that. | didn't know that hap-
pened.’ | thought it was a great
day for the House, a great day
for Texas, and more importantly
for that family.”

The House resolution called
the Slocum massacre “a horrific
incident and one that is deserv-
ing of attention and discussion.”

“Only by shining a light on pre-
vious Injustices can we learn from
them and move forward toward a
future of greater healing and rec-
onciliation,” the resolution said.

It also summarized events
as they are known to have oc-
curred in the summer of 1910,
when racial hatreds were ignit-
ed in and around Slocum, and
mobs of whites took up arms
against their African  Ameri-
can neighbors. The dead were
later found to be unarmed and
most had been shot in the back.

“They hunted the Negroes
down like sheep,” Shenff W.H.
Black, a white from nearby
Palestine, said at the time.

Seven white men were indicted
for murder by a grand jury in Pal-
estine, and their cases were trans-
ferred to Houston. But none of the
accused men were ever brought
to trial. Years later, the presiding
judge suggested in his memoirs
that prosecutors did not want to
spend money necessary to pros-
ecute whites for Killing blacks.

At the time, the Slocum inci-
dent was reported in newspapers
around the nation. Historians now
say it was one of the worst racial
atrocities of its kind in the post-
Civil War era. But in the decades
since, except for family stories
passed down through genera-
tions, ithas beenlargely forgotten.

“Despite the notoriety ofthe mas-
sacre, it has faded from history,
and no one knows why,” Veasey
said in House remarks before the
resolution passed. “Mr. Hollie, we
thank you and your family for your

persistence. You kept digging.
You kept looking for the facts.
You kept searching for justice.”
Veasey said Wednesday that he
would help the Hollies investi-
gate why the Slocum defendants
were never prosecuted. Family
members said yesterday they
will also continue to attempt to
determine what became of the
family property.

“This isn't the end. This is just
the beginning,” said Constance
Hollie-Ramirez, Myrt Hollie's
granddaughter.

But for the family and
House members who greeted
them Wednesday, the moment
seemed healing. About 20 mem-
bers of the Hollie family lingered
in the Capitol Wednesday, taking
dozens of happy photographs.

“They at least were able to
see that an official body of gov-
ernment acknowledged that
what happened was bad and it
was wrong,” Veasey said.

After the resolution passed,
Myrt Hollie was asked about his
old pain that has lingered from
the tragedy:.

“It's gone now,” he said.
“With this exercise, other people
know about it.

continued from pg. 16

years with The MNorth Texas Job
Corps Human Relations Com-
mittee. Kelly has won numerous
awards for her dedication and
service to her community and
surrounding areas. In 1995, God
gave Kelly a new career, The
Power Pages News, and a pro-
fession that has brought great joy
into her life and the lives of many
others. Kelly accepted Christ at
an early age and accepted her
call into the ministry in 2001. She
attended Servant Hood Minis-
tries and upon graduation was
ordained a licensed minister of
the gospel. Kelly serves at the
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church in
Farmersville, under the leader-
ship of Pastor Paul Mack Sr,
and is president and CEO of
H.K. Ministries. Kelly is the proud
grandmother of eight and great-
grandmother of nine. “Like Fan-
nie Lou Hamer, Minister Hattie
Kelly is our ‘shero,’” serving the
community with a spirit of grace
and dignity,” stated Betty Veasey,
president of National Hook-up of
Black Women North Central Tex-
as. At the Hilton Garden Inn in

—

Celebration Speaker: Mrs. Essie Hart
Refreshments will be served following the
celebration.

Contact Number for Information: (903)-721-3112

Juneteenth Parade and Celebration
Saturday June 18, 2011
Parade beginning 11:00 A.M
Downtown Rusk in the Austin Bank Parking

Lot

~




Crockett Area Chamber Unvelils State African American

Brochure“A Lasting Legacy” African Americans in Texas

County Afforney Session attends unvelling and poses 1or PIciure.

h\ﬂark Wolf speaks after unveiling African Americans in Texas.

Unveiling of the State of Texas
African Americans in Texas: A
Lasting Legacy was held March
26th at the Crockett Civic Center.
The event was sponsored by the
Crockett Chamber of Commerce.
Jeana Culp, President Crockett
Area Chamber gave extended
a warm welcome to the excited
crowd in attendance. Present
and participating were Houston
County Historical Commission
Vice Chair Barbara Wooten, Tex-
as Historical Commission Execu-
tive Director Mark Wolfe, who un-
veiled the Brochure, Rev. Hosea
Delphos Pastorof Greater St. Paul
Baptist Church, Texas Forest Trail
Board of Director Barbara Parm-
ley and Willia Wooten who sang
a medley of spiritual songs, Vivian
Gant, local poet did poetry.

reading and Pipp & Gary Gil-
lette  provided Blues music.
The sites featured in this edu-
cational travel guide are orga-
nized according to the 10 heritage
regions in the Texas Historical
Commission’s nationally award
winning tourism initiative, the
Texas Hentage trails Program.
It includes such historic sites
as the Historic Zion Hill District
of Nacogdoches and the Buard
History Trail which is a driving
tour overview of Marshall's his-
tory and includes important Af-
rican American sites such as
Wiley College, New Town and
the Old Powder Mill Cemetery.
A copy of the brochure can
be picked up at the Crockett
Chamber of Commerce.



Chili Cookoff with beer VS Civil War
Cannons and Confederate Memorabelia

Ask
B ]2

What
do
you
think?

A_J. Rhodes

In the march “Letters to the
editor”, the writer asked,
“Wouldn't a chili cookoff with
beer be more family friendly
than reenacters of the Civil
War (Confederate) blast-
ing cannons and selling
Confederate memorabilia?”

You ask and I'll give you
the answer from my point of
view. Yes it would. Given
the history of past events in
Cherokee County and pres-
ent day, the undue influ-
ence from the Confederate
Flag philosophy and all as-
sociated with it is very much
present. African Americans
know it as a symbol of deep
racism. Black people pay
taxes and vote, yet if you
look at employees paid with
tax dollars, you'll see black

CHEROKEE COUNTY
ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE

(903)683-2248
1-800-992-4280

OUT AGE HOTLINE NUMBER
1-866-244-4826

families being hurt eco-
nomically, because they are
locked out of employment
there. Look at the pictures
and paintings from the base-
ment to the second floor.
How many are African Amer-
icans? You might say, What
does this have to do with the
Confederate Flag? | repeat,
Influence of the beliefs of
people who support that flag
is still felt in this county just
as it was in the forties, fif-
ties, and sixties. The ances-
tors of some of those same
people were involved with
the Ku Klux Klan that met in
the upstairs of a downtown
Rusk building just to the east
of the courthouse. Just like
now, with the cannons and
talk about the revolution-
ary war and succession,
both black and white people
fear that, but feel power-
less to do anything about it.

Locally, the truth is writ-
ten out of much of the
county history.  Contribu-
tions made by black people
to this county have been
totally ignored. Nobody

writes or talks about the
horrific and inhumane treat-
ment black people received.
Black families have passed
it down in stories told from
one generation to the next.
The hangings of innocent
people because their skin
was black, and working
them with no pay. If you
were black you were sub-
ject to be spat upon just for
walking the streets. The
jail was located on the third
floor and as you walked or
drove through downtown,
it was common to hear the
screams of black people
being beaten by the sheriff,
the deputies, the bondsman
or anyone else who had
a bone to pick with them.
How do you keep the

past from repeating itself?
Know the true history of
what really happened in the
past.

The answer to the prob-
lems we face today is not
war, blasting cannons and

preaching racial hatred,
but peace and love.

| agree whole heartedly
with you, a chilli cookoff
and beer would be much
more family friendly.

Dignity

Dignity is the ability to stand
strong and tall in the face
of  adversity  while  being
able to bow to the elderly
and crawl with the children.

Dignity is taking a stand for
wvour beliefs without closing
your mind to another’s opinion.

Dignity is  being an ex-
ample by vyour deeds and
through vyour words avoid
ing gossip, anger, and lies.

Dignity will manifest itself in
the warmth of your smile, the
depth of your love, and the
kindness of your fellowman.

i

N\

Please Vote for Bruce Bradley
Rusk ISD Trustee

Election day Saturday May 14, 2011

N

* Fair
* Honest
* Dependable

*VWisible in the schools

* Concern for all
children
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Delmar/ Holly Springs
Community Pride Day Set

Rusk, TX - Family friends and
loved ones connected in any
way to the Delmar/Holly Springs
cemetary and communities and
churches are invited to take the
opportunity to participate in the
second annual Community Pride
Day. This day is set annually to
cleanup, reset headstones, iden-
tify markers and remove brush
and debris.

Volunteers are asked to come

Emerson Griffin
relected
VFD Commander

Veterans of Foreign Warsrecently
re- elected Emerson Griffin as Post
Commander of Americn Legion
post #293  The next activity waill

me the Memonal Day Veterans Pro-
gram 10:00AM May 30. 2011 North
side of the Cherrokee County Court-
house. The number to call for rental

of the bulding 15 936 858-2142.

out and join in this very worth-
while project beginning about
9:00 AM. on Saturday, April 23,
2011.

You are asked to bring your
own tools. Water and soft drinks
will be provided. You may con-
tact committee members H. R.
Waggoner 903-795-3274, Sarai
Johnson 903 683-4747, Sandra
Carter 903 283-8433 or Alice
Matthews 903 795-3866.

Jimmy Turner
Celebrates 60th
birthday

immy and wife essie Tumer |

Jimmy Turner celbrated his 60th
birthday with family and friends

on March 19th at Woodmen of the
World. The elaborate birthday party
was hosted by his daughter Shell
and sons Lamont and Jimmy.

What’s Cook’n

Tasty Chick-
en Salad

8 boneless, skinless chicken breast
halves, cooked into chunks

2 cups coarsely chopped walnuts

1 small red onion, diced

1 cup Miracle Whip salad dressing
1/2 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon ground red pepper

1 can (11 ounces) Mandarian orange
segments, drained

Mix chicken, walnuts, onion, salad

dressing, salt and pepper in large bowl;

cover.
Refrigerate at least 1 hour or until
ready to serve. Stir in additional salad
dressing, if desired. Garnish with or-
ange segments.

Makes & servings.
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Greens
Galore

6 cups water
1 1/2 pounds smoked ham hocks
3 pounds assorted greens | collard,
mustard and/or turnip), washed, stems
removed and cut into pieces
1 teaspoon sugar
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper

Bring water and ham hocks to boil in
large saucepot. Reduce heat to low;
cover and simmer 1 1/2 hours or until
ham is very tender. Remove ham; cool
slightly. Remove ham from bones. Re-
turn to pot; discard bones.

Add greens, sugar, salt and pepper.
Cook on medium heat, stirring and
pushing greens down frequently, 30 to
35 minutes or until greens are tender.

Makes 10 servings.

Discipline

For a servant, mere words are not enough - discipline is needed.
For the words may be understood but they are not heeded.
-Proverbs 29:19

To discipline and reprimand a child produces wisdom, but a mother
Is disgraced by an undisciplined child.
-Proverbs 29:15

If you love your children, you will be prompt to discipline them.
-Proverbs 13:24

"HIS LITTLE ACCIDENTS | CAN HANDLE.
THE REST | LEAVE UP TO MY FARMERS® AGENT."

fsn't it nice o know there's someone youu camn
count on it something unexpected eVer .I."::"J"::'I'I'i

to your home! A homeowners policy trom

ADRIENME MATLOCK

P03 SB9-5859

amatkae b harmarss qent.com
549 M RAGSDALE
JACKSOMNVILLE, TX 75766

_@ FARMERS

+ %%= DISCOUNTS

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

STATE FARM

e

|NSURANELE_‘_

Austin Young, Agent
400 N Main Street
Rusk, TX 75785-1332
Bus: 903-683-54A6

austin yaung jkouw@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE®
statefarm.com®™

Sinis Fam Hulal Aviomsbils Instrance Company. Stais Fam idsmnlyy Conpary - Boomiigion, 1L
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Phone: (903) 586-6006
Contact: Sharon Sims
Sunday School 10:00AM
Morning Ser. 11:00AM
Wednes. Bible Study 7PM

We Exist to lift up the name of our Lord and savior
Jesus Christ and to bring souls to Him. We share
the gospel of Christ and help meet the spiritual and
financial needs of the community.

=

Mt. Olive Community

Church
911 Egbert Street
Rusk, TX. 75785
Rev. Mertis Bartley, Pastor
& wife
Evangelist Stella Bartley
Co-Pastor
Contact: Sis. Sandra Carter
Ph: (903) 683-2100
Sunday School 9:45AM - Worship: 11:00AM
Bible Study - Wednesday 6:00PM

=

Sweet Union Baptist

Church
302 North Main Street
Jacksonville, Texas
903-586-4578

Sunday School:
9:45a-10:45a

MorningWorship: 11:00AM
Wednesday Night Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
6:00pm
Pastor, Rev. Willams “Come Worship

with us at Sweet Union™

St. Paul Bapti!s.tlE
Church w~ |0 Woodville CME
Main Street FM 343

Jacksonville, TX. 75766 Rusk, Texas

Ph:(903) 683-6214
Sunday School 9:45
Sunday Worship 11:00

Pastor: Betty Smith Rogers

(936) 867-4522

Cherokee Brotherhood

Association
Meeting time: 4th Monday night in each
month. 6:00 PM
“A Community minded group of christian
men who care enough to
make a difference.”
*Student Mentoring
*Family Support
* Annual Activities that
preserve community tradition
Call: Pres. Oliver Sturns
(903) 683-1065
Rusk, Texas 75785

Members:
Travie Seszion Sam O'Neal Tracy Session
Frenchie Hendreon Walter Sesgion Phal Carter
Jerry Leviston Floyd Franklin Michael Sesgion

R=

Jetry Hart John Griffith Melvin Sesgion

L. |

MOUNT PLEASANT CME Church
“Letting His Light Shine™

FOUNDED March 1888

138 Reeder 5t.
Ruszk, Texasz 75785

Rev. Greenie Phillips, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45AM
Sunday Worship Service
11:00 AM
2nd & 4th Sunday Service
Contact: (903) 683-344]1 or Fax:
903-683-1041
P. O. Box 942 - Rusk, Texas 75785

]

J

\
County Line Baptist
Church

CR #3
Douglass, Texas

Sunday School 10:00AM
Sunday Worship 11:00AM

Rev. Julius Session, Pastor
Sis. Gladys McCloud, Sec.

New Beginning
Church of the Living God

Highway 175 West
Frankson, Tx. 75763

"\ Oliver Stums - Pras. f

N Celebrating 119 #

Woodyville CME Church ° ;mu;fd 135;}1@';1-s

FM 343E
Rusk, TX. 75785
Pennell Chapel CME
10:00AM Sunday School Church
11:00AM Sunday Worship :
Pastor: Minister Betty Smith Rogers Slm:; Zﬁﬁsﬁﬁlég&m

e Pastor: Rev. Matthew Madlock s

Lue Ann William

Operator
Essence Hair Salon
All Styles:
*Straight
*Curly
*Braided
214 South Jackson
Jacksonville, TX. 75766
Call: 903 589-2908
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It’s A New Day

Minister honored for lifetime achievement

Hattie Kelly

Minister Hattie Kelly, publisher of
Power Pages News - the newspaper
that gives God the glory- and cur-
rently president of Texas Publish-
ers Association, which consists of
28 newspapers across Texas, is the
recipient of the Fannie Lou Hamer
Award.

Kelly, much like Hamer, has had
a life that defies much of what
should have been accomplished
by one woman from the South.
Kelly was born and raised in
Josephine, Texas. She is the
daughter of Isaiah and Luverter
Clark and the 13th child of 15
siblings. At the tender age of 15
she found herself married, and
by the time she was 20 yeas old-
er she found herself the mother
of five children. At the age of G,
she began picking cotton to help
the family. She said, “By the time
| was 13, | was picking 200-300
pounds.” Hamer only attended
school after the harvest, which
wasn't for very long. "My par-
ents tried so hard to do what
they could to keep us in schoal,
but school - for Black children

- didn't last but four months out
of the yea, and most of the time
we didn't have clothes to wear.

| dropped out of school and cut
cornstalks to help the family.”
She dropped out after the sixth

up that career. She iIs featured
in “Who's Who Among Am-
erician Business Women” and
was invited to the State Capi-
tol for tea with then Governor
Ann Richards. Hers was the
first Black-owned and -oper-
ated business in Farmersville.
Hamer was also a catalyst in
the development of wvarious
programs to aid the poor In
her community, including the
Delta Ministry, an extensive
community development pro-
gram, and the Freedom Farms
Corporation in 1969, a non-
profit operation designed to
help needy families raise food
and livestock, provide social
services, encourage minority

business opportunites, and offer
educational assistance. And from
1974 to 1977 she was a mem-
ber of the board of trustees of
the Martin Luther King Center for
Nonviolent Social Change. Kelly
also became very involved in her
community and started the Farm-
ersville NAACP. She became so
tired of racism in her city, she
decided to do something about
it and, as a result of her actions,
two restaurants were closed for
failing to abide by the law allowing
Blacks to come inthrough the front
door. She worked with the Farm-
ersville Human Relations Com-
mitees and she served several

Continued pg.

Bradley Runs for Rusk
ISD Board Position

HeFurm: m&ﬁ%iﬂ“ﬁﬁ grad_e. Even though sh_e did not
.( ] i obtain a formal education, she
ﬂleg cycle of s:rdm] iliation became a dynamic speaker and
ﬂmmml ]ight!ufmost i civil rights worker. Kelly, after her
Afri p! g She children were in school, decided
xmcﬁﬂ mﬁm t:;s to go back and get her GED. In
dEl]:T din M R 1971, she attended Cosmetology
- S imli[ tgis m" _School and went on to become
M:: m?l’h i W‘é‘ ;‘T’m el s a cosmetology instructor. She
dited ofrbed qick;md irod.” worked as a cosmetologist until a
being & serious illness caused her to give
J S
House for Sale
3 bedrooms
Moderately priced fixer upper
Located
1412 Manorway
Tyler, Texas 75701
Call: (903) 721-3112
M\ 'd

Bruce Bradlev has filed for a seat
on the Rusk Independent School
District Board of Trustees. The
lifelong Cherokee County resident
15 a 1984 Rusk High School Gradu-
ate. He and his wife Sheila have
three daughters; Alisha a gradu

ate of Rusk High School, Delesa
an eleventh grader and Joy, a fifth
grader now attending in the district.
They also have a grandson Ayden

Bruce 1s a 23 year employvee of the
state of Texas. He began his career
with the state as a temporary Sum-
mer Worker and later became full-
time where he worked eleven years.
After recerving a Bachelor Degree in
Safety from the Umversity of Texas
at Tyler, he attended the Department
of Public Safety Academy and re-
cerved his Peace Officers Certifica-
tion and was commissioned by the
state. His first assignment as a State
Trooper was i Athens Texas. He
later transferred home to Cherokee
County where he has served as State
Trooper for the past twelve years.
Bruce 1s the son of Willie and
Melba Bradley.

Bradley S5ays,” I attended

RISD, I am a lifelong citizen
of the county, and I have chil-
dren who are students in the dis-
trict. This uniquely qualifies me
to help steer Rusk Schools in the
night direction 1n these difficult
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