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earns Corporate

Office Promotion
Tyler, TX.- Chandra Van Zan-
dt, a Brookshires 19-year part-
ner, has been promoted to pric-
ing administration manager at
the corporate office in Tyler.
Sheis the daughter of Charles
and Louise Van Zandt of Ty-
ler and the grandaughter of
Lorene White of Rusk, Texas.
In her new role, Chandra will
be responsible for ensuring ac-
curate pricing and promotions
in the data system, timely com-
munication of pricing informa-
tion to the stores, and research-
ing and responding to pricing
inquiries from category manag-
ers, vendors, stores, technical
staff, and department part-
ners.

See VanZandt pg. 5

City of Rusk Police Departmen
Taking applications for patrol-
man. See page 7
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Rusk Chamber
announces
banquet

Tickets are still available for
the Rusk, Texas Chamber An-
nual Banquet, but are selling
fast. The banquet is scheduled
for Saturday, January 10, 2009
at the Junior High School Caf-
eteria. Doors open at 6 p.m. and
diner will be served at 6:30 p.m

Tickets may be purchased at the
chamber office, please call (903)
683-4242 to reserve your seats.
Cost is $20 for individual tick-
ets. All of the quarterback, full-
back and wide receiver tables
are sold out. There are still a
few regular tables available for
purchase. Cost for these eight
place tables are $160.00 each.

As a reminder, raffle tickets are
available for a 42 inch flat screen
television to be given away at
the banquet. Tickets are $5 each
or five for $20 and are avail-
able at Austin Bank, Citizens 1st
Bank, Cherokee County Teachers
Federal Credit Union, Franklin
Bank, Harry’s Building Materi-
als, Southern Cherokee Federal
Credit Union, Texas National
Bank and True Value Hardware.

Zion Hill Cemetary Nacogdo-
ches provides history to SFA
See page 3

Web: www.texasinformer.com
e-mail: informernews08@aol.com

Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage
Fusk, Texas
Permat #0332

New hook,”Success in a Chal-
lenging World™ reveals secrets
of success. See pg. 12

P.O. Box 332
Rusk, Texas 75785

Inauguration Day
Excitement Hits US
for 44th President
Elect Obama

Staff Writer
The Barack Obama Inauguration Day excitement has hit the
United States in full force. Young adults to those senior citizens
from all walks of life, are making arrangements for the day of
this unbelievable event. So many Americans felt it from the be-
ginning. One lady said, “I missed his Democratic Convention
Keynote speech in 2004 but I saw him on The Opra
Winfrey Show some months later. I heard him when he sat com-
fortably down in front of thousands of Americans and expressed
his honest beliefs about where he stood on many issues.

See OBAMA page 3
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Editorial

Maxine Session

Miracles Do Still
Happen

Thelocalnewsreportedrecently the
storyvofachurchinLongview Texas
where the pastor began prayving
about a vyear ago, for a million
dollars to build a new church.
The story told of an
anonumous donor who just
donated a check for a million
dollars to build that church
In  vour day to dav life
when problems arise that vou
can't seem to find a solution
to. remember muracles  do
still happen, if wyou believe.

My grandson shared the
following story with me and I
would like to share 1t with vou.
Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year!

news

The Tablecloth

The brand new pastor and his
wife, newly assigned to their
first mumistry, to reopen  a
church in suburban Brooklvn .
arnved in early October excited
about their opportunities
When they saw their church, it
was very run down and needed
much work. They set a goal to
have everything done 1 time

to have therr first service
on Christmas Eve.
They worked hard, repairing
pews, plastering walls,

pamnting, etc, and on December
18 were ahead of schedule and
just about finished. On December

19 a termble tempest - a
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rainstorm hat the

days.

driving
area and lasted for two
On the 21st. the pastor went
over to the church. His heart
sank when he saw that the roof
had leaked, causing a large
area of  plaster about 20
feet by & feet to fall off the
front wall of the sanctuary
and just behind the pulpat,
beginning  about head  Thigh,
was a large hole i the wall
The pastor cleaned up the
mess on the floor, and not
knowing what else to do but
postpone  the Chnistmas Eve
headed home. On the
noticed that a local
having a flea
market type sale for chantyv so
he stopped in. One of the items

service,
way he

business  was

was a beautiful, handmade,
1vory coloured, crocheted
tablecloth with exqusite work,
fine colours and a  Cross
embroidered right in the centre It
was jqust the mnght size to
cover up the hole in the front
wall. He  bought 1t and

headed back to the church
By this time 1t had started to
snow. An older woman munning
from the opposite  direction
was trying to catch the bus.
She missed it. The pastor
mvited her to wait in the warm
church for the next bus 45
minutes later. She sat in a pew
and paid no attention to the

pastor while he got a ladder,
hangers, etc., to put up the
tablecloth as a wall tapestry.

The pastor could hardly believe
how beautiful 1t locked and
it covered up the entire problem area.
Then he noticed the
walking down the centre aisle
Her face was like a sheet.. “Pastor,”
she asked, “where did wou get
that tablecloth?” The pastor
explamned. The woman asked
him to check the lower nght
corner to see 1f the 1mtials,
EBG crocheted mto it
there. They were. These were the
mitials of the woman, and she had

WoIinan

were

made this tablecloth 35 vears before,
i Austria. T he woman could hardly
believe 1t as the pastor told how
he had just gotten the TableclothThe
explained that
the war she and her

Womman
before

husband were well-to-do people in
Austria . When the Nazis came,
she was forced to leave. Her
husband was going to follow
her the mnext week. He
captured, sent to prison and never
saw her husband or her home again.
The pastor wanted to give her
the tablecloth: but she made
the pastor keep 1t for the
church. The pastor insisted on
driving her home, that was the
least he could do.. She lived
on the other side of Staten
Island and was only m Brooklyn
for the dav for a housecleaning job.
What a wonderful service they
had on Chnstmas Eve The
church was almost full The
music and the spinit were great.
At the end of the service, the
pastor and his wife greeted
everyone at the door and many

wWas

said that they would return.
One older man, whom the
pastor  recognized from @ the

neighbourhood continued to sit
in one of the pews and stare,

and the pastor wondered
why he wasn't leaving.
The man asked him where he got
the tablecloth. He told the pastor
how his wife had made one like
it vears ago when they lived in
Austria before the war and how
there could not possibly be be
two tablecloths so much alike.
He told the pastor how the
Nazis came, how he forced his
wife to flee for her safety and
he was supposed to follow
her, but he was arrested and
put in a prson. He never saw
his wife or his home again and
about all the 35 years in between.
The pastor asked him i1f he
would allow him to take him for
a little nde. They drove to
Staten Island and to the same
house where the pastor had
taken the three days
earlier. He helped the man climb
the three flights of stairs to the

WoIinan

woman s apartment, knocked
on the door and he saw the
greatest Christmas reunion
he could ever imagine.

Beautiful storv.... makes vou
understand that things happen
for a reason True Story - subnutted
by Pastor Rob Eeid. Who says God

does work in mysterious ways..
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100 year old Nacogdoches
Zion Hill Cemetary is
SFA geological project

Nacogdoches, TX, - In the late
1990’s the Weems Cemetary
long forgotten and long dis-
corded was discovered in Rusk
Cherokee County Texas. Lo-
cated about 1000 feet west and
south of the Hwy 69 and FM
343 intersection, most who live
near it are unaware that it exists.
After the discovery of it, ef-
fort failed in getting help
from county, city and local
citizens to clean the area. It
continues to lie overgrown
and forgotten.

Unlike the Rusk Weems Cem-
etary, The Zion Hill Cemetary
located in Nacogdoches, Texas
is getting some much needed
and long overdue attention from
Stephne F. Austin State Uni-
versity geology, and archeol-
ogy department faculty and
students as well as university
students in the geology, sociol-
ogy and anthropology clubs.
The cemetary was established
in the late 1800’s as part of
Zion Hill Baptist Church.

Research records from The
Center for East Texas Studies,
Stephen F. Austin State Univer-
sity, show that Zion Hill Baptist
Church Cemetery is located on
the west side of Park Street near
the Lananna Creek Bridge. This
small cemetery which was once
largerthan two acres is now just
a small area left when the city
of WNacogdoches expanded-
into the area which was once a
segregated African American
community. In the 1960’s the-
city changed the direction of
the creek located near and cut
Park Street through the cem

etary destroying the resting
place of many burried there.

It appears on the Hoya
Land Office’s 1922 plat map
of the area as Lot 8 of Block
5, and is identified as a “Col-
ored Cemetery.” The old-
est grave in the cemetery is
that of Julia Harris, which
is dated February 8, 1897.
Center research shows the
small cemetery has many un-
marked graves, which seems
to indicate that the graveyard
is much older than that date.
Just to the west of the cem-
etery is the original location
of Zion Hill Baptist Church,
which was built there in 1897.
The Zion Hill Baptist Church
is the oldest Black congre-
gation in Nacogdoches.

Cemetaries used by Af-
rican American Communi-
ties, in many instances, are
the only records of the ex-
istence of people burried
there. Proper birth -certifi-
cates and death certificates
were never recorded on them
by city and county officials.

The SFA Professors say
there are about 40 un-
marked graves in the cem-
etary with 30 marked one.
They guess that there are
possibly more unmarked
graves directly beneath
Park Street which current-
ly runs through through
the original land owned by
Zion Hill Baptist Church.
They hope to research
and restore it to keep a
part of Nacogdoches his-

tory from fading away.

Obama

from page 1

I didn’t know how or when but I
knew he was about to make a dif-
ference in “Politics as Usual” in the
United States.” For months now the
media had gone back and forth with
the debate about who he really is
and what he really believes; even af-
ter the November 4th 2008 election

More than one million people are
predicted to attend the January 20th

VanZandt

from page 1

Chandra joined the company as a
warehouse systems clerk and later
served as a systems operator. She
was then promoted to office super-
visor. In 2007 she was named SAP
Project Analyst. “This is a great op-
portunity for Chandra and we con-
gratulate her on this promotion”,
said Andy Newberry, director of
pricing and analyst. “With her expe-
rience, dedication and people skills,
we know she will do a great job.”

Teenager appointed to
school board in West Texas

Elpaso, TX. - School board
members in the Socorro
public school system in El
Paso appointed Tanya Kayla
Loya, 18, to fill a seat on the
board whan a former mems-
ber resigned in November.
Tanya, a University of Texas
Elpaso junior, was choosen over
former school board presidents,
educators and past candidates.
In her new position, Tanya
will deal with economic prob-
lems threatening the district
budget, help select a new su-
perintendent for the district
which has more than 40,000
students.

The seat she holds
will be wup for -election
in May. She plans
to rmun in that race.

Tanya is a junior political
science major like no oth-
er. She entered high school
at the afe of 12 and gradu-
ated high school at age 16.

The Elpaso Times reported the
teenager said she is going to
come in and do her job with-
out having a personal agenda
and without being swayed. She
understands that her role as a
school board trustee is to gain
an overall concensus of eve-
rone at-large in the community.

Sweet Union Development Corporation

Proudly Presents

Gospel Fest 2009

No Charge

featuring “THE STARS OF HARMONY™
& Lots of Local Talents
When: February 14
Where: The Hope Center New Zion Baptist Church
1204 Cain Street
Lufkin, Texas 75904

Time:

7:00PM
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Charles Van Zandt releases blues Collection

Charles VanZandt is a gifted sing-
er from Tyler, Texas with
strong roots to Rusk, Tex-
as. There must be some-
thing special in the water
down there, because the
piney woods country of
East Texas has spawned
many talented blues and
soul performers over the
years. Charles has been
working the clubs, dance-
halls and concert venues
for sometime with his
gut wrenching emotion
and smooth delivery. His
45 of “Cummins Prison”
on Echo records did well
down south, and the flip
side “Lovers Land” is still sought
after by northern soul collec-
tors in Europe and the UK. Pres-
ently Charles is finishing a new
collection of songs that capture
the old spirit with new compo-
sitions and fresh vital energy.
on a hot combination with these
musicians. It is a timely collabo

ration that puts strong empha-

Recently Charles came together with
Seattle soul instru-
mentalists Satellite 4
for a series of shows
and sessions, Charles
says he hit soned
vocal atop a hard
and heavy sounding
thythm section. Sat-
ellite 4 has the feel
and tempo he likes,
and the camaraderie
between the guys is
natural. Charles Van
Zandt puts real ex-
periences in his lyr-
ics, and says most of
the stuff in his songs
happened to him di-
rectly,. One of the
songs, “Hail Mary,” was written by
Nashville songwriter Denise Draper,
and gets an incredible response ev-
ery time it's played. Charles said

sis on the groovy sound now
enjoyed by young people and
those who enjoy what we call
“Grown Folks Music”. The 45
is being re-released to high de-

he initially didn’t care for the
song when he heard the demo, but
eventually became attached to the
thing, having a realization that
the song fit him perfectly. Spring
and Summer 2009 BELONG to
Charles Van Zandt, you'd best
believe he is going to cover some
ground. Plans are being firmed up
for some festival dates and a string
of club appearances. New writing
and production progresses ev-
ery day, with life experience and
real drama working it’s way into
each song. It will be worth watch-
ing how Charles Van Zandt and
the Satellite 4 grow and branch
out. Go to and stay tuned to
www.myspace.com/thesatellite4.

mand and a collection of his re-
cordings from the seventies has
been remastered for release.

EXAS

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

STATE FARM
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Austn Young, Agent
400 W Main Stract

Rusk, T¥ 75785-1332
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austin.younn. jkgu@statatarm com
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statefarm.com®
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Ray Christopher Given Surprise Jerry Leviston Roasted
Birthday Dinner at Birthday Surprise Dinner

A surprise birthday dinner
and roast was held for Jerry
Leviston on December 6,
2008 at the VEW in Rusk,
Texas. Sandra (Honey)
Brownwas Mistress of Cere-
mony and his brother-in-law
Frazier Foreman of Dallas,
formerly of FEusk was Mas-
ter of Ceremony. Friends
and family were treated to
a halarious time as his son
Jamaal and nephew Melvin
{(Wolf) Session, II conduct-
ed a roast of the honoree.

Guests were treated to a
full course sit down din-
ner and oldies music with
D. J. Chamberlamm Hart and
wife Stephanie.

A surprise birthday dinner was held for Ray Allen Christopher, Sr. on
November 22, 2008 at the Southern Cherokee Federal Credit Union in
Rusk, Texas. The event was hosted by his wife Polly and children Ray-
chelle and Allen and attended by about fifty guests who were greeted by
the honoree and treated to a program of fun entertainment and a deli-
cious full course meal. Pictured above left ot right standing are family
members Jimmy, Jennifer, Allen, Raychelle, Polly, Cynthia, and Stacy.
Seatd are the honoree Ray Allen Sr. and mother Grace Christopher.

Those in attendance includ-
ed friends and family from
Houston, Tvler, Dallas and
the Rusk area.

ALL STAR FORD

REDIT Southern Cherokee
cc L I N I c Federal Credit Union

“We're Here To Serve You™

144 North Henderson P O. Box 589

w Bankruptcies + Repos Rusk, Texas 75785

# Slow Pay # Charge Offs am

with a little money from you...we can get you on the roadf

BRING THESE FEW THINGS AND é Ph: (903) 683-2527

WEE SITE: scfeutx.com

+ Proof of Income AMERICA'S Fax: (903) 683-3409

* Proof of Residence C_REDIT UNIONS"

» Cash Down Payment
» Complete References

CHECKING ATM
THE
SAVINGS SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES
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LOANS DEBIT CARD
Cirediie Approval

2929 S. Loop 256 » Palestine, TX
903-729-2171 =~ 800-234-6171 INTERNET BANKING

[ TR TTE P SRR
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Citizens 1st Bank presented Keep
Rusk Beautiful Award

.-4.' i
g ' E; _

~= PRIDE
| ¥ AWARD |

Pictured: Charles Hassell and employees of Citizens 1st Bank, along
with members of Keep Rusk Beautiful Committee

The Keep Rusk Beautiful organization proudly presents 1ts monthly
Awvard to Citizens 1=t Bank and Executive Vice President, Charles Has-
sell. Through the years, the bank’s beautiful landscaping has been the
highlight of Rusk’s historic Square. Keep Rusk Beautiful, under the
guidance of Chairman Teresa Langley, 1s working with Rusk to raise
public awareness on ways to improve the appearance of Rusk The Pride
Awward will be presented each month to a different business or residence
which helps to enhance the beauty of Rusk. Let’s all join them in making
Rusk BEAUTIFUL!

CHEROKEE COUNTY
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION

24 HOURS 7 DAYS A WEEK
OUTAGE NUMBER: 1 866-244-4826

NEW RUSK OFFICE HOURS
OPEN 7:00AM TO 5:30PM
MONDAY - FRIDAY
Office: (903) 683-2248
& 1-800 992-4280

Tuskegee Airmen Invited to 1st
Whitehouse Inauguration

President-elect Barack Obama has
invited all Tuskegee Airmen to at-
tend his inauguration on January
20, Two members of the Red Tail
Project’s Board - Joseph P. Gomer
and Roscoe Brown, Jr. - are among
the Airmen who will attend. On
March 24, 1945, Roscoe Brown Jr.
became the first 15th Air Force pi-
lot to shoot down a German fight-
er jet — a Messerschmidt Me 262.

Both Roscoe and Joseph have
been featured in local and national
media Both are American pilots
from the first all-black flying unit,
the Tuskegee Airmen from World
War II. The Airmen — while fac-
back home, as well as indignities
at the front — were responsible
for destroying more than 250 en-
emy aircraft on the ground and
150 in the air during World War
II. About 1,000 Americans of
African ancestry completed
their flight training at Tuske-
gee Army Air Field Tuske-
gee, Alabama. Despite initial
obstacles, 445 went oversees

as com-
bat pi-
lots in
the Eu-
ropean
Theater
of Op-
erations,
Flying
“bomber
escort”
a n d
ground attack on 15,533 sorties
between May, 1943 and June
9, 1945, the Tuskegee Airmen
compiled an enviable Tuskegee
Record. None of the bombers
they escorted were lost to ene-
my fighters. They destroyed 251
enemy aircraft and won more
than 850 medals. Their record
was not without losses, how-
ever, with sixty-six (66) Tuske-
gee Airmen killed in action.

Alto Nursing Center
Family Owned and Operated
305 Maggie Sessions Street
Alto, Texas

NOW HIRING!

Charge Nurses 6 - 2 PM Mon. - Fri.
Charge Nurses 10 - 6 AM

Please Apply In Person Today!

(936) 858-2255
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Lucille Denman Foreman
08/30/1938 - 11/20/2008

Funeral Services were held
for Lucille Denman Fore-
man November 23, 2008 at
McKinney Memorial Unit-
ed Methodist Church, La-
marque Texas with the Rew.
Dr. Janice Gilbert officiating.

Lucille was born and raised
in Rusk, Texas and was the
daughter of the late Oscar B.
Denman, Sr. and Luella Abra-
ham Denman. She graduated
with the G. W. Bradford High
class of 1956. She attended
Tyler Junior College. She mar-
ried Norris Foreman and trav-
eled with him, a member of the
US Airforce, in Europe and the
United States. Upon retirement
the family returned to Texas
and settled in Lamarque. For
many years she was a manager
at Weiners Department Stores .

City of Rusk Police Department
Opening for Patrolman - Now Accepting Applications

ompensation: start $31,825 a years; after six months probation $33,500 a year

ob category: Police

Job description: The Rusk Police Department has an opening for the position of patrol-
man. We are a Community oriented Police Department that is looking for dependable

applicants. Applicants must be TCLEOSE certified, and are subject to pre-employment

Mrs. Foreman received her cer-
tification fromthe Texas Depart-
ment of Family and Protective
Servicesand opened and operat-
ed “Just Like Home Day Care”
for children for many years.

She leaves to cherish her
memory three children: Eric
Foreman, Keith Foreman and
Tracey Foreman Cambell; ten
grandchildren; Crystal (Jar-
vis I ) Bonds, John Christo-
pher Cambell, Jr, Matthew
Foreman, Courtney (Kendric
) Belfield, Brittany Cambell,
Shelby Foreman, Brya Cam-
bell, Kirsten Foreman and Kae-
lin Foreman; five Great-grand-
children; Jarvis Bonds I, JAda
Bonds, Aaliyah Bonds, Naomi
Bonds, Nigel Belfield; one
brother, Charles Denman of
Jacksonville, TX; two sisters ;
Hazel Sessions and Eliza-
beth Rivers of Rusk, Texas;
one sister-in-law, Jean Den-
man of Tyler, Tx, many neices,
nephews other relatives and
friends. Interment was For-
est Park East at Weber, Texas.
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Jesus Christ, Ferlich J. Arrington
we also look
back over
the year 2008 and prepare to be-
gin the year 2009. Our lives and
the world is ever changing. We
have experienced births, the be-
ginning of new life and deaths, the
saying goodbye to those we love
who have touched and shaped our
lives...yet the world keeps turning.
In 2008 we witnessed everything
from the US involvement in two
wars to the failing of the Ameri-
can Economy. And yes, the elec-
tion of the first African American
President of these United States.
We are prayerfully hoping to see
a change from war to peace, from
poverty to plenty and from sad-
ness and stress to happiness.
How do we get from here to there?
It won't happen over-
night, but it can be done.

Page 7

Ms. J's 411

Where do we go from here? We go
forward into 2009 witha positive atti-
tude and ideas about how we can play
some small part in helping to make
the world a better place to live. We
become more benevolent to others.

That does not always mean using
money. Sometimes a smile and a
kind word can make someones day.
It could be making a telephone call
to or running an errand for some
one sick and shut-in or volunteer-
ing at a soup kitchen, a hospital or
community organization. It could
mean volunteering to help con-
struct a family home through Habi-
tat for Humanities. It could mean
the effort to organize a community
project that will fill a need or sim-
ply volunteering to mentor a child.

I guess what I am saying is “God
HelpsThose Who Help Themselves™.
Those of us who can are going to
have to help ourselves and those
who can’t do it all by themselves.
THINK ABOUT IT. God
bless you  untili next time.

Crockett Trade Days
HWY 21 West (1 Mite from Loop 304)
Crockertt, Texas

3rd weekend of each month

Arts & Crafts, Antiques, Glassware,

Roins & More, Collectibles, Tools,
Coca-Cola collectibles, Furniture, Mu-

us!

screening/ testing. The Police Department is looking for highly motivated people who be-
lieve in a proactive approach to law enforcement. After probation an employee with fall

time experience with other agencies will receive step pay for years of service.
Officers primarily work 12 hours shifts with some eight hour shifts.

Applications will be accepted until position is filled.

gic of all kinds and lots more. Lots of
fun and fellowship. Come out and join

For more information call:

936 636-2234 Peggy Telschow
936 544-7213 Peggy Bond
936 544-5265 Dianne Rhone
936 546-1090 P. Bond (C)
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ASK A.J.

Why does racism continue
and those who perpetuate it
pretend that it does not exist?

Barack Obama was elected 44th
President by Black, White His-
panic Asia and many other races
in America. Following the elec-
tion of Barack Obama as the 44th
President of the United States and
15t African American in the history
of this country to be elected to the
position, much negative and racist
conversation and action took place
in the homes of some white Ameri-
cans, in the halls and classrooms of
many schools and in workplaces
across Texas. I say Texas because I
can vouch for what happened here.
I have talked with family and neigh-
bors and yes even experienced
The day after the election black
kids were taunted at school. Par-
ents were upset by what their

Decemhber 2008

kids came home and told them.
One student was suspended
for wearing an Obama t-ghirt.
One fifth grader told her grand-
mother her white classmate
told her she hoped someone would
kill Obama.

At some high schools in East Texas
Black students were told they could
not say President Elect Obama's
name on campus. A football player
at the University of Texas got on
the coach’e web page and posted a
message from the coach that said”
go get a gun” . Thank god he was
suspended.

In the workplace many white and
black Democrates told that for days
co-workers fostered an attitude of
anger and did not discuss the elec-
tion in the presence of anyone but
those who felt the same

As a black race we have been
subjected to a lifetime of white
presidents. We helped to elect
them and we have given them re-
spect, deserving or not.

From the beginning of this coun-
try until the eighties black women
worked in the homes of white
Americans running their home and
raising their children.

The truth be told

Page §

Civil Rights Presidential Inaugural Ball

Washington, DC (BlackNews.
com) - Forty five years ago, SCLC
founder Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr, had a dream. He foresaw the
day in which the greatness of
America would be realized...a day
where Americans would be judged
by the content of their character
rather than the color of their skin.
Together with the NAACP,
CORE, A. Phillip Randolph Insti-
tute, labor unions, and the SCLC,
Dr. King marched on Washington
and elsewhere to make the dream
a reality. “The election of Barack
Obama as the 44th President is a his-
toric milestone in the realization of
this dream” says National President
and CEO of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC).
In celebration, SCLC will host
“The Civil Rights Presidential In-
augural Ball” on the evening of
January 20, 2009 featuring some
of the nation’s civil rights pioneers
who helped pave the way for this

remarkable day. The Black Tie
GALA will take place on Tues-
day, January 20, 2009 from 7:30
pm to 1:00 am at the L’Enfant
Plaza Hotel, 480 L’Enfant Plaza,
SW, Washington, D.C. 20024.

The host committee which in-
cludes; Southern Christian Leader-
shipConference,A. PhilipRandolph
Institute (APRI), MLK National
Memorial Project Foundation, Inc.,
National Action Network, National
Coalition on Black Civic Participa-
tion (NCBCP), National Council
of Negro Women, Inc. (NCNW),
Rainbow Push Coalition and other
leaders of justice invites you to
celebrate this magical day with a
spiritual retrospective look at its
long and windy road and join them
for this once-in-a-lifetime gala.

Tickets for the Gala are $175.00
each and are tax deductible; the
price includes cost for Live En-
tertainment and Hors d’oeuvres.
For more information call 404-
522-1420 or log online at www.
thedreamcometrue2008.com

Your CusToM

Forrest K. Phifer
Attorney-At-Law

Family Law
*Divorce
*Custody
*Child sup-
Wills & Pro-
*Prepara-
*Probate

port
bate
tion

*(Guardianship & Power of Aftorney
Saocial Security Disahility
(903) 683-4730

{ Leave Message 24 hours)

509 N.Main St. Rusk, Texas 75785
Accepting All Major Credit Cards
Licensed by Texas Supreme Court for
General
Practice Of Legal Speciahzation

1. OAN BUILDER

¢ Home Loans
¢ Interim Loans
* Home Equity Loans

Ausfin Bank

www.austinbank.com




Texas Informer

Decemhber 2008

Page 9

Hollywood’s Time

Crockett, Tx. News & Views by
Billy “Hollywood” Groves

With the
election
of Barack
Obama as
44th Pres-
ident of
the Unit-
ed States
came the
under-
standing

vote is the most important tool
we have for change. I think we
can finally put to rest the old say-
ing , “Why should I vote? My
vote doesn’t count anyway.”
It is no secret that a certain seg-
ment of our society would nev-
er vote for an African American
for President. Most voters un-
derstood that fact going into the
2008 elections, but despite the nay
sayers, doubters and apa-
thetic wvoters, and uncertainty
among voters, we “the peo-
ple” stepped to the voting booth
on Election Day 2008 and made
history. It took real Americans
of all races to get Barack into the
could not have done it alone.

who voted for change.
Kudos go out to our new Houston
County Attorney Daphne Session
who represents change by becom-
ing the first African American to
hold that position in the history of
this county. Daphne is the daughter
of the great Walter and Maxine Ses-
sion of Rusk, founders and publish-
ers of the Texas INformer Newspa-
per. Keepup the good work Daphne.
Pat Lee of Houston is an ac-
counts manager in the daytime and
a standup comedian at night, per-
forming in Houston.] had the plea-
sure of talking with Pat, a 199’s
graduate of Crockett High School
who served his country in the U. S.
Army. He told me he has developed
a fan base and will soon be opening
his own comedy club in Houston.
He went on to say he is available
to do comedy in East Texasu-
pon request.  He is really look-
ing forward to performing here.
He is the son of Pearlie Robinson of
Houston and the cousin of popular
singer Tony Henry a Crockett native
who was with him when we talked.
Patcanbereached at 832-298-6649.
High fives go out to Cartier
Martin of Houston who is aver-
ing 20points a game for the
NBA  developmental league.

Rusk * Jacksonville (2) * Troup
*Palestine Nacogdoches
*Nobody Beats Our Price With Our Service *

Harry’s
Building & Center
Materials

Home

6 Locations
To Serve You Better

Cartier Martin is the son of for-
mer Crockett High All American
Baskettball player Melvin Wooten.
Cartier played at Kansas State Uni-
versity four years where he was an
All Big 12 Selection and played
probasketball in Turkey last year.

The Johnson Brothers of Crock-
ett and Huntsvill owners of the
Dead End Barbershop of Hunts-
ville are now hosting the F & M
Club in Grapeland, Texas on Sat-
urday mnights.Untwuan Johnson
told me that they are inviting all
East Texas to check them out by
stopping by the club for a visit.
The Johnson brothers Untwaun,
Elbert Wayne “Bev the Bar-
ber” and Brandon “Boo” are the
sons of former Grapeland foot-
ball star Elber Wayne Johnson.

An East Texas thanks goes
out to the following people who
make East Texas a better place:
Dr. Ruth Watson, Dr. Helen King,
George King, Karen Baxter,
Daphne Session, Rev. R.P. Tay-
lor, David Baxter, Harvey Stewart,
Latervivnce “BaBa” Patton, Mar-
gie Patton, Dr. Brenda Achinson,
Clyde Delvin Atchinson, Victoria
Essien, Dr. Ianthia Fisher, Leslie

“Tweetie Joe” Roberts, Smith Gard-
ner, Barack Obama, Jimmy Fisher,
Sis. Earlie Groves, Margeaux Fish-
er, Crystal Fisher, Rev. Juan Juarez,
LaVern Brown, Joe Coleman, Philip
“Buddha Ali” Shaw, H.T.P., NIck
Wyatt, Sherry Webb, Donnie Hack-
ett and Brenda Ervin.

This Column is Sponsored by Cus-
tomer’s Choice of Crockett, Chris
and Lynn Martinez Managers.
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We Specialize in Respiratory Medication, Oxygen and
Oxygen Concentrators and Diabetic Supplies!

We Can Supply All of Your Medical Equipment Needs!

* Hospital Beds
* Potty Chairs

f\é}i » Bed Side Commodes “’fr

@ |+ Colonostomy Supplies =

= *Walkers

* Wheel Chairs
* Crutches

* Medical Boots & Braces |

CHAPMAN
PHARMACY

100 E. 5th St. « Rusk » 903-683-2422
We are a Participating Medicare Provider!

After Hours use our Answering Machine
Also visit www.chapmanpharmacy.com

Office Supplies, Computer Supplies & Teacher Supplies.

* Paper

* Pens & Pencils

» Staples

* Tape Dispensers
* Rubber Bands

* Post-lts

* Discs
+CD's

* Printers

* Keyboards

» Jewel Cases
* Ink Cartridges

+ Calendar Refills
* Borders

* Poster Boards

* Maps

» Bulletin Boards
» Sticky Tac
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WHAT’S COOK’IN

Southern Corn
Spoon Bread

cups hot milk

tablespoons butter or margarine

cups Stove Top commbread
stuffing mix

cup whole kernel corn, drained

2 eggs beaten

2 tablespoons chopped green

onions
2 teaspoons sugar or Splenda

[ LV R

—

Heat Oven to 350 degrees.

Using 1 and 1/2-quart casserole dish,

mix in hot milk and butter until but-
ter 15 melted. Str mnto milk and but-
ter stuffing mix. comn, eggs. onions
and sugar until well blended.

Bake 45 munutes or until done.

Sweet Potato Pudding

2 cups raw grated sweet potatos

1 cup milk

1 cup sugar

2 eggs, slightly beated

2 tablespoons margarine or butter
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg

1/4 teaspoon salt

Heat oven to 330 degrees.

Grease 1 and 1/2 quart casserole
dish. Place grated sweet potatos

evenly around the inside of the dish.

Mix all other ingredients in a large
bowl.

Pour into casserole dish covering
grated potatos.

Balke 1 hour or until firm in the cen-
ter. Serve warm.
Makes approximately 8 servings.

December 2008
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LEGAL NOTICE

These Texas Lottery Commission Scratch-0ff games will close on December 15, 2008,
You have until June 13, 2009, fo redeem any tickets for these games:

Game #1056 Texas MLB ($5) Overall Odds are 11in 3.83

Game #1060 Indiana Jones™ $5) Overall Odds are 1 in 4.22

This Texas Lottery Commission Scratch-0f game will close on December 22, 2008,
You have until June 20, 2009, o redeem any tickets for this game:

Game #1084 Loteria® Texas ($3) Overall Odds are 1in 3.87

These Texas Lottery Commission Scratch-0ff games will close on December 29, 2008,
You have until June 27, 2009, o redeem any tickets for these games:

Game #1009 $75,000 Pinball Wizard (57) Overall Odds are 1 in 3.25
Game #1033 Hot Shots ($1) Overall Odds are 7in 4.64

Game #1043 Slots of Cash ($5) Overall Odds are 1in 3.55

Game #1072 $100,000 Cash Spectacular ($10) Overall Ddds are 1in 3.98
Game #1075 Instant Cash Five ($1) Overall Odds are 1 in 2.63

Game #1076 $50,000 Solid Gold ($3) Overall Odds are 1in 3.78

Game #1093 Blackjack 21 ($5) Overall Odds are 1in 4.15

The cdds fisted hore e the owaral odds of winning aw prime in a _.indl.l:irﬁtm.tmp’ml. T
ralilarn are arhonzed 4o redasm priss of up bo and imhidng B50E of B0 ar mors muat be clima

inpersn @t a Lottery Claim Center or by mail with 2 complatbed Tesas clin fommy howavar, am e of

primen over $208 B00 st bo chimed in' person at He Commission Head n Autin, Cal Cushomar a

BN -LOTTO orviskthe "Wk aita at wwswtd ottery. orgFor mored ffomiation and lezalion of ot Claim Cntor. =
The Tacam Lotiary ie ot Ja Fior kot or stodan tickats, or For Gokeat kot in the mail Tickahs, raresaciions, e, <
andwinnars ara subiject to, and playars and winners agres b abide by, ol applizabla laws, Commissian nibes, spulalions, B
policien, directives, Fatruch firal dsorm the Bueariive Dreclor & Saaich
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Mr. James I. Perkins, Citizens 1st Bank Presi
dent, received the greatest honor that can be
bestowed upon an individual. January 29, 2008
the Stephen F. Austin College of Education was
named the James I. Perkins College of Education
in his honor. Seated here, Mr. Perkins and Ne-
braska Husky, Cody Glenn, also former Citizens
1st Bank employee; Andrew Melontree of the
Tyler Bank and Walter Session, Rusk city Coun-
cilman. They are viewing a thank you card to
Mr. Perkins from Rusk State Hospital Employees
and Superintendent Ted Debs for support given
to RSH. The card is signed by each employee
and has been framed and placed on display in the
bank. RSH provides 936 jobs to East Texas.

CITIZENS 1ST BANK

HOME OWNED AND SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1920
JUST AS IT SERVES RUSK STATE HOSPITAL AND EAST TEXAS

Rusk - 601 North Main Street (903) 683-2277
Jacksonville - 825 South Jacksonville (903) 586-2201
Tyler - 2001 East South Easty Loop 323 (903 581-1900

Nacogdoches - 3010 Umaversity (409) 5601401

Eqadl Housing Oppor tunity
. ¢
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Church Directory

St. Paul Baptist Church

558 N. Main Street
Jacksonville, TX, 75766

Phone: (903) 5836-6006
Contact: Sharon Sims
Sunday School 10:00AM
Morning Ser. 11:00AM
Wednes. Bible Study TPM
Eev. Sedrick Moore, Pastor

We Exist to lift up the name of
our Lord and savior Jesus Christ and fo bring souls
fo Him. We share the gospel of Christ and help meet

the spiritual and financial needs of the community.

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
911 Egbert Street
Rusk, TX. 75785

Rev. Mertis Bartley, Pastor
& wife
Evangelist Stella Bartley
Asgistant Pastor
Contact: Sis. Sandra Carter
Ph: (903) 683-2100
Sunday School 9:00AM - Worship: 10:00AM
Bible Study - Wednesday 6:00PM

Mt. Pleasant CME Church
Celebrating 121 Year Anniv.
Sunday, March 22, 2009
Rev. Mertis Bartley, Speaker
Mt. Olive Baptist - Rusk, T3

3:00PM Service = Reeder Street
Busk, TX. 75785

(903) 683-3441
Pastor, Rev. Greenie Plullips

Woodville CME
FM 343
Rusk, Texas

Ph:(903) 683-6214
Sunday School 9:45
Sunday Worship 11:00

Rev. Joe Radford, pasior

MOUNT PLEASANT
CME Church

207 Reeder St.
Eusk, Texas

Eev. Greenie Phillips, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45AM

Sunday Worship Service
11:00 AM
Ind & 4th Sunday Service
Contact: (903) 683-3441 or
Et. 2, Box 417A - Rusk, Texas 75785

(936) 867-4522

Cherokee Brotherhood Club
Meeting time: 4th Monday night in each
month. 6:00 PM
A Community minded group of men who
care. Call: Pres. Oliver Sturns
(903) 683-8543
Rusk, Texas

Shady Grove COGIC
Cherokee St. - Rusk, TX.

Black History Celebration
Sat. Feb. 15th - 7:30PM
Elder Donnie Timmons, Pastor

Sweet Union Baptist
Church
302 North Main Street
Jacksonville, Texas
903-586-4578

Sunday School: 9:45a-10:45a
MorningWorship: 11:00AM
Wednesday Night Bible Study/Prayer Meeting

6:00pm
Pastor, Rev. Willams “Come Worship

with us at Sweet Union”™

Shady Grove CME
Black History Celebration
Sunday, February 22, 2009

3:00PM
Located: Hwy 84 E. Rusk
Call (903)-683-6624

L & P Paint and Body Professional

Collision Center

*Computer Estimates *Frame Machine *Paint Booth *Digital Camera *System to Fax to Insurance Comapny *24 Hour

Wrecker Service
Fax: (903 723-4847 SHOP (903) 723-3532
NIGHT (903) 922-2892
1203 WEST OAK
Palestine, Texas 75801
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Book Reveals Suc-
cess Secrets of 24
African-American
Leaders

Sarasota, FL (BlackNews.
com) - The newly released
book Success in a Challeng-
ing World: 24 African Ameri-
can Leaders reveal their secrets
for reaching the top reveals
the success secrets of highly
successful black leaders in
business, academia. medicine,
education. and other fields.
To maximize readership, au-
thors Corey Crowder and An-
drew Neitlich are offering the
book free as an ebook before
distribution to book stores.

The book provides inter-
views with 24 successful Afri-
can American leaders includ-
ing: 2-star Army General and
now head of NBA referee op-
erations Ron Johnson; multi-
millionaire entrepreneur Dr.
Farrah Gray;Each interview
is like a motivational speech
with fantastic insights about
how to succeed. regardless
of circumstances,” said co-
author Corey Crowder, who
played in the NBA and then
14 years as a professional
basketball player in Europe.
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