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ing Black History Celebration.
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When it comes to
votingTexas 1s a
two-step state

When Texas voters go to the polls
to vote for their candidate of choice
etther early voting or on March 4th,
its not over. Voting polls will open
T-00AM to 7:00PM on Tuesday
March 4th. Voters should return to
the polling place at 7:00 PM to at-
tend the precinct convention. This
allows wvoters to take part in delegate
selection for the candidate of their-
choice. The purpose of this meeting
1s to choose delegates to the county
convention which will be held at the
County Courthouse in vour county
on Saturday. March 29, 2008,

From this convention, delegates will
be sent to the state Republican or
Democratic Convention. Delegates
from this convention will be choos-
en for the Fepublican or Democratic
National Convention. From these
delegates. the party nominee for
president will be decided.

Reunion for former

school set
Rusk, TX.-The 2008 G. W. Bradford
All School Eeunion has been set
for June 13, 14, 15, 2008. Mailing
and e-mailing addresses are being
collected: Please mail to P. O. Box
371 Busk. Texas or call:

Volume XTI, Number 9 e-

Session runs for Co Attorney

Nation’s Economic
Woes Hit Black
Workers Hardest

All workers have suffered in the past
sven years. But black workers, even
those 1n unions. have been hit hardest.

African American incomes are
dropping, at the same time fewer
African Americans belong to unions.
The percentage of African Amernicans
who either are members of or
represented by umions fell by half
from 31.7 percent of all black workers
in 1983 to 15.7 percent last year,
according to a new report from the
Toint Center For Economic Change.

In Jacksonville, Texas a recent closing
announcement by fwo major job
providers, Alliance Data Systems and
Astro Air will cause a loss of more than
500 jobs 1mpacting mostly Hispanic
and African Amenican families. From
1976 to 2006 African Americans who
worked i manufacturing declined
from 23 .9 percent to 9.8 percent, a drop
of nearly 60 percent. Manufacturing
jobs, especially good-paying union
jobs 1n the auto industry, played a big
role 1n creating the black middle class.
Fewer manufacturing jobs and lower
union membership 1s threatening to
erase the economic gains blacks made in
the 1990s. According to arecent study, a
whopping 55 percent of union jobs lost
in 2004 were held by black workers.
More stunningly, African American
women accounted for 70 percent of
the union jobs lost by women in 2004

Web: www.texasinformer.com
mail: informemews08(@aol.com
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VOTE

OliverSturns

RISD
School board Trusree

Saturday, May 10, 2008

Michelle Obama to
speak at U T Tyler
Rally Monday

Michelle Obama. the wife of Senator Barak
Obama will appear at a Stand for Change
Rally in Tyler, Texas, Monday March 3rd

at the Herrington Patriot Center. 3900
University Blvd.
Tyler, Texas.

The event 1s free and open to the public.
Tickets are not requared. but an RSVP 1s
strongly encouraged. Space is available on
a first-come, first-served basis. For secunty
reasons. do not bring bags. Those attending
are asked to limit personal items. No signs or
banners are pernutted.

Doors open: 12:15 pm.

Texas Informer
Subscription
Mail to P. O. Box 332
Rusk, Texas 75785

Name:

Address:

$12.50 six months
$25.00 1 year
Our goal is to strengthen families,
communities and to build business.

March 2008

EDUCATION

Finish Strong;

by Erystal Ward

Carter- ['m sure the
education  arficles
from here to May
are going to seem
like I'm singing to
the choir, but this
15 one of the most
cntical pomts 1in
your preparation for
college. You've come too far to be distracted or
procrastinate. Needless to say, the semester 1s
half over. There are so many distractions right
now with track meets, prom around the comner,
sports banquet, senior portraits, and cool events
for the senmiors. However, don't let the semior
bug get vou now, time is of essence and there 1s
plenty to do before the end of the school vyear
1. Get help Completing FAFSA: Don’t make the
mistake of putting off applving for financial aid:
the earlier vou apply the more you may recerve.
FAFSA: Free application for Federal Student Aid.
With this application the government collects
information used to determine vour eligibility for
federal student aid programs like grants, loans, and
work study. Check out this web site www fafsa.
ed_gov to fill out the application online or print an
application to do on paper. Remember 1 order to
complete this yvou will need yvour social securnity
number, your driver’s license (if you have one),
your 2007 W-2 forms and other records of money
earned. and bank statements. If vouneedhelp doing
this please contact someone you know that 1s in
college. contact vour guidance counselor or go to
the nearest college campus. How can you get help
if vou don't ask? Don't let thus opportunity pass!
2. Send transcripts to schools: Ask yvour guidance
counselor to mail all first semester transcripts to
the schools that you have applied. Then remind
them again in May to send your final transcripts to
the college you will attend. Crucial. although this
doesn’t happen too often if yvou were borderline
beingacceptedintothatschool or falsified yvour GPA
on your application thev can deny vou acceptance
into the school. That would be humiliating,
s0 please be honest on your applications and
don’t let vour grades drop-only 3 more months!

To advertise in The Texs Informer
please call, fax or e-mail
(903) 683-1065
(903) 683-5743
(903) 683-1041
informernews08@aol.com
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3. Visit colleges that have mnvited you to enroll:
If vou haven't had the opportunity to wvisit the
colleges you applied to do it now-use those
excused absences to visit the colleges. I suggest
going during the week, during a school day and
observe the campus, the students, the dorms,
the cafeteria, and even =it in on a class. There
1s no better way to know if you like a school or
not than visiting the campus. Plan to contact the
school’s admission office and they will provide
a campus guide (person), that can show vou the
campus and answer any questions vou may have.
4. Decide which college to attend. and notify the
school of your decision. This mav be one of the
toughest decisions you have ever made about
your life and future up to this point, but vou're
prepared to make 1t right? By this point you have
researched the schools you're interested in, visited
the campus. talked with students that have attend
the school. and made sure the school had a major
that you re interested in. Of course, no school 1s
perfect, but if yvou can’t stand cold weather it would
not be a wise decision to go to school up North,
right? Seriously, think about these kind of things
which environment do you learn better in7 Would
you prefer a large campus or a small campus? Do
large lecture halls seem like an inviting place to
learn? Would you prefer a college town-where
the town evolved around the school and students?
Would vou prefer going to school where there is
more to the city than the college? Are you going
to like community showers or sharing a room with
someone” These are all the questions yvou need to
ask before voudecide to go to school, trust me! You
want to be 11 an environment that will allow you to
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Daphne Session runs for County Attorney in Houston County
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Makes history as female attorney in private practice

Being first is much like being that first courageous
woodsman who goes out with his machette or his
ax and toils endlessly cuiting that first pathway
through a dense forestt Once he opens the way
the path becomes easier for the next person to
follow ant it proves that the task camn be done.
Daphne Session is the first person in a long line of

Duncans and Sessions to become a lawyer. May of 2006
she became the first in Rusk to open her own private
practice. In Aungust, 1999, she became the first black
Assistant District Attorney in the history of Anderson
County. Now in 2008 she is running for the position
of County Attorney in Crockett, Houston County, Texas.
The stereotypical image of an East Texas Prosecutor
is not that of a woman nor an African American.
Daphne feels that what she is doing is nothing out of
the ordinary. In private practice she has taken on
many challenges to defend her clients both private and
to give an up-close view of her personal side and
hopefully inspire some other young African American
and some other young woman to persue their dream.

in 1865 and with the passing of the nineteenth Amendment
in 1920 women were given the right to vote....in essence,
given equality. Again, reinforcement came in 1964
when the civil rights act was passed giving everybody
civil rights. Much of which has not come to be. The
proof is clear with the U § never having had a woman or
African American as president and the first woman and
the first African American now in a unique position to
finally get there. Why do you think it has taken this long?

Daphne: In the past, discrimination barriers
recently, probably just a feeling that it couldn’t be

Informer: When did you decide to go into law?

Daphne: I was bormn in 1970. When I was a
child there were times when I was discriminated
againstt Two times I remember in particular
because 1 guess they were very traumatic for me.
The first time was when I was about six years old.
Me and my two older sisters wanted to see a movie
at the Cherokee Theater in Rusk. Tem remembers
that it was called “Blue Beard’s Ghost”. Mama drove
us there, watched up pay and go inside then she went
home. We were to call home as soon as the movie was
over. Kathy paid the teenage girl in the ticket booth.
A while later a man came in and said, “niggers
can't sit here. You have to go to the balcony.” We
watched the rest of the movie from the balcony.
When mama came to pick us up we told her what
had happened. She went to the man’s office and
I'sure he was in for a shock! They didn’t get anymore
of our money, because we never went there again.

The second time was the summer Katrina Whitley,
Authenia Pettus and 1 were nine. It was a hot day in
July, 1980 and we wanted to go swimming. Mama
usually took us to the Jacksonville Lincoln Park pool
to swim every summer but this summer she was

evenings taking census. The three of us got permission
from our parents and Kathy drove us to what was the
Lion’s Club swimming pool in Rusk. The pool was
full of kids from school that we knew and Kathy and
Terri's junior high band teacher was at the gate. Kathy
let us out and she drove away. When we got to the
gate, the teacher told us there was too mmch chlorine
in the water for us to go in. White kids continued to
pay and walk past us to go inside. Finally, he told us
we couldn’t go in to swim because we were black.
Then he took a quarter out of his pocket, kissed me on
the cheek and told me to call someone to pick us up.

To make a long story short, Kathy called mama.
Mama called daddy. Daddy called other men
in the community and a civil rights lawyer.

Informer: Forthe record the men Walter called were Irvin
Conley, Donald Dickerson, youruncles Charles Denman,
Charles Clark, and Erastus Johnson. The next week they
met with the officers of the pool and three weeks later
the Lion’s Club rules changed allowing all kids to swim.

Daphne: Aside from my parents telling me to, I guess
it was then that I believed the only way to stand up
for my rights and others was to become a lawyer.

Informer Did high school prepare you for the field?

Daphne: No. College didn’t prepare me either. I didn’t
have a family member in law who could tell me to
join a debate team in high school and college, or to
read very difficult readings, or to get me to begin
thinking like an attorney. I was in foreign territory.

Informer: What did you do to prepare?

Daphne: I studied on my own and took the
Law School Admissions Test (LSAT) at A&M
University in College Station. I didn’t do as well
as I had hoped, but I was accepted by one law achool.
I decided to wait awhile and went to work. I found
out about a LSAT preparation course....took it and
a speed reading course. Then I retock the LSAT
and was accepted by five law schools. One of those
schools was Texas Tech in Lubbock, which included a
scholarship. Terri and I flew Texas Tech in Lubbock
to look at their law school. I liked what I saw, made
preparations to quit my job as an adult probation officer
and entered law school to persue my childhood dream.

Daphne: The first year was a difficult challenge both
mentally and physically. I was in class from 8:30 until
2:00 each day. I left class only to prepare for the next
day. It was stressful and highly competitive. After
the first year...with lots of prayer..you leam how to
deal with it. You leam to read and do research faster.
Informer: What would you say to a young person
thinking about entering law school after graduation?

Daphne: Start to prepare now. Join a debate team.
Read things that are technical...difficult to understand.
Pickup and read articles that are

Cover Smn |
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foreign to you. Take math classes to prepare for the
analytical portion of the bar. Take writing intensive
courses in college, and READ, READ, READ!

1 have mentored my cousin Kimberly the past few
years, She is attended Fayetteville University at
Arkansaw and is graduating in May. We are all

so proud of her. Coming from a small town and a
very small high school she has proven that it can be
done.

Informer: How is the campaign for County Attorney
going?

Daphne: At this point its going very well. I
don’t have a Democratic apponent but I do have a
Republican apponent in the November election.

Informer: Years ago you spoke at the Sisters United
Banqued in Palestine. You made comments to
Joyce Ann Brown, an author . The comments were
regarding the impact of her life story on your life.
Will you share your comments with the readers?

Daphne: 1 cannot remember exactly what I said
but basically I told her that I read her book before
I went to law school. Ms. Brown was sentenced to
prison for a crime she did not commit. In her case,
the system failed her, and it was 9 years before she
was released. When I was in law school I thought
about her and what happened to her. Today on my
job, [ still think of her. I pray that I make good
choices and decisions in my job. Because of her,
I make sure I review the cases and the evidence
very carefully. I pray that by doing this it will keep
someone from going through what Ms. Brown had
to go through.

(Cover story continued on page 9)
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Seminary Height C.O.C. “Spots” history makers

Jacksonville, TX -SeminaryHeights
Church Of Christ ended Febmary
Black Historv Month counting the
yvears and recogmizing citizens who
have impacted the community.
Rosalyn Tindel, Lon Mornis College
Head Womens Basketball Coach
was the keynote speaker She 15 a
Wichita Falls, Texas native. Coach
Tindel plaved basketball at St
Mary's University in San Antonio
as a freshman before transferring
to Midwestern State University
where she completed plaving
career. While there_ she also played
on two teams that advanced to the
NATIA National Tournament and
was a member of a conference
championship team as a jumior
Phillp and Johnathan Garrett,
local gospel recording artists
performed gospel selections.
On behalf of the church, Steven
Scott and Rev. Roy McClelland
presented awards of recognition to
five couples who have been married
fifty plus vears. They also presented
the Community Impact Awards
to Asaree Ragsdale, longtime
beautician ; Tyree Wells war hero
and Sarah Fobinson, owner of
Kids R’ Us. Each vear the church
reconizes those who have impacted
the community.

FOR CONSTABLE PCT. 2

POL. AVD. PAID FOR BY JEREMY JACKSON

Willie and Bobby Taylor celebrating 33 vears

Berry and Ruby Robinson celebrating 39 years of matriage.

Pictured

; This was the third annual Black History Program
left to right

to honor those who have significantly impacted the

- Semnary Jacksonville community.

Heights

Pastor Kelvin Toung people of the church in costume portrayed
Dmby, Saral important figures in Black History such as Mary
Robinson MeCloud Bethune.

Community

Impgc.t Award On hand to help celebrate the evening of activities
R‘_?C:Pie’,“i were Jacksonville Major Fobert Haberly, City

Kid’s R'Us Councilman Hubert Robinson and City Manager Mo
students and

Faissi.
Steve Scoft.
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Samuel L. Jackson and Forest Whitaker
Making Obama Campaign Stops in East Texas

Actor Samuel L. Jackson will be
in Tyler on Saturday March 1st
and Grammy Award winner, Forest
Whitaker will be there on Sunday
afternoon March 2nd to campaign
onbehalfofDemocraticpresidential
candidate Senator Barack Obama.

According to Cherokee County
Democrats. Jackson., the motion
picture star will speak at about 12
Noon Saturday and Whitaker will
speak about 3:00 PM on Sundav
afternoon at 610 WSW Loop
323, the Tyler Obama campaign

office  and former location
of the Furmiture Row stores.
Jackson 1z alzso set to make

appearances on Sunday at 3:45
pm. at 304 Gilmer Road in
Longview and at 12:45 pm. at
323 W. 7th St. in Texarkana.
Whitaker will speak at 12:45 PM
on Sunday at the Wiley College
oym in Marshall, Texas. They
will be available to talk to Obama
supporters and answer questions
as to why they support the Illinois

Senator.

Jackson i1s known for acting in
numerous top rated motion pictures
including Shaft and Jumper which 1s
currently in theaters. His many other
movie roles mclude Pulp Fiction,
Snakes on a Plane and Coach Carter.

Whitaker 1s known for his role
in  many movies including King
af Scotland and most recently
The Great Debaters. The Wiley
College story produced by Denzell
Washington and Oprah. putting
Marshall Texas on the map.
Obama and Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton are locked in a dead heat in
Texas for the Democratic presidential
nomination. The Texas and Ohio
primaries on March 4 are key to either
candidate’s
Obama has campaigned in Houston,
Austin, Dallas and SanfAntonio in
recent weeks. While Senator Clinton
and her husband former President Bill
Clinton have campaigned i the same
areas of the state including Tyler

chances of winning.

ALL STAR FORD
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The Dawn of a New Renaissance

Preston’s Point of View

I believe we are on the threshold of
a new awakening. The dawning of a
new America. An America free from
the shackles of indifference. free
from the shackles of hate, free from
the shackles of ignorance. and free
from the shackles of fear. Even our
elder Americans with life long and
deep tempered shackles are looking
for hacksaws and cutting torches.
It 15 very hard to break old habits
. Some people will die shackled to
the past. But believe it, this is the
dawn of a new level of civilization,
a civilization that will reach for and
achieve superb heights in human
achievements. [ believe America
1s approaching the true greatness
that can be. True greatness will
not be mstantaneous but,, I believe
it will come and that planet earth
will be the better for its coming.

I am the grandson of slaves. I have
seen America through glasses of
many tints. [ have seen the dark tints
clouds of evil float over America.
I have seen some clear spots in the
dark clouds where the azure sky
would briefly show itself and offer a
glimmer of hope. [cherishthose brief
moments of clearness and promise.

America has been in a quasi
Dark Age since 1619, when twenty
bumans from the Motherland of
Africa, (the Cradle of Civilization),
were sold mnto slaverv on its shores .

by Preston Meador-

perience has changed their lives. We
want to help these future leaders to
succeed, and to become viable parts
of his or her community [ believe
the great “Bells of Freedom™ are
about to ring anew 1n this land. We
are witnessing a great moment in
American history. Never before has
America stood at this level of hope
and greatness. A moment where
a woman or a decendant from
the Motherland may stand at the
helm of the ship called HOPE and
guide this nation through pernlous
time as it awakens to a new day.
Forthe past fewmonths, Thavebeen
talking with voung people, people
under fifty. My central question has
been: Why do the majonity of young
Americans seem to support Obama
for president so vehemently? Their
answers have been: He has freczh
ideas; He seems to have a wision
of greatness for America; He has
fresh ideas; He can cut through
the THEM-AND-US Mentality in
Washington, DC; He has a positive
attitude; He has mtergnty....
No matter which democratic
candidate is elected president in
November, 2008, I believe that a
lot of the evils in Amencan History
will somehow be wvindicated. and
America will have made a giant
step in the right direction to ursher
m the NEW RENAISSANCE.

WAL*_MART

SUPERCENTER

Now Hiring

1311 S. Jackson
Jacksonville, TX 75766
(903) 589-3434
FAX(903589-3162
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Joel & Vivian McGowan

Mr. and Mrs Regnal Joel McGowan, Il were marned 1n a beau-
tiful double ring ceremony 4:00PM Saturday. February 16.
2007 at New Hope Baptist Church i Alto. He proposed to her
and presented her with a diamond engagement on February 16.
2006. The bride 15 a 2003 Alto High School graduate and East
Texas School of Nursing and 1s emploved with Luflkin State
School. She 1s the daughter of Angela Moore and Rov and
Kimberly Pope. she is the granddaughter of . B. and Jessie
Moore Jack and alberta Pope all of Alto.

Joel 15 a 2002 Rusk High graduate and Sam Houston State
University. He 1s emploved with Lufkin ISD as a physical
education teacher and track coach. The newly weds will live
1in Lufkin. Texas.

For as high as the heaven s are above the earth,
so great is God’s love for those who fear Him.

Psalm 103:11

March 2008

Sammie Mae At-

taway Celebrates
Birthday

Rusk, Texas - More than sev-
enty-five members of Sammie

Mae Attaway's family and friends
gathered recently at Shady Grove
Church of God and Christ to cel-
ebrate her eightieth birthday. All of
her children, Michelle, Jackie. Craig
. Jerald and Lou Ann were i atten-
dance.

A roast and salute to her gave
fun and laughter to everyone. A full
course sit down buffet dinner was
served to everyone, including her
famous peach cobbler.

J'Na
Arington
Happy
2nd
Birthday
March 6th
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Silliness and Egotism
con’t from page 8

Michael Enc Dyson; and Mi-
chael Steele hold the fort and
thoroughly discuss the role Afn-
can Americans must play to cre-
ate an America as good as its
Or did the Tavis personal

ego overlook the real possibil-
ity of Obama ushening in a new
America that moves bevond race
and seeks the high moral ground
that embraces all God's people?
In state after state_ voters are agree-
ing with Obama that “this campaign
can’'t only be about me. It must be
about us.” They want change they
can believe in. They are rallying
and chanting “Yes we can.”promise
in education, health, the justice
system, and  wealth-building?

Terry’s Cakes

Made to fit vour pocketbook and
vour taste
Weddings, Birthdays, Special Occassions
Call (903) 683-2918
Fax: (903) 683-1041
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What’s on your mind?

Traneisha Hunter

I"'m involved in basketball, track,
band, and avid.

After I am done with High School
I plan to attend TJC or another
college to get my basic classes.
Then later on I plan to attend a
University to become a medical
doctor. 1 think that Obama is try=
ing to get elected so he can change
things while Clinton on the other
hand is busy criticizing him in-
stead of trying to make a change.
Our parents have to work too hard
and the money won't buy much.
That’s what we need is change.

Jeremy Lavergne

I am in band and choir at school.
I plan to attend Tyler Junior
College after I finish high
school in May. I hope Obama
wins the election and becomes
president of the United States.
I think he would really work
to fix some of the problems
people are facing like the very
high cost to go to college.

I'm involved in football and band.
Iplanto attend college and become
a computer engineer after I finish
high school in May of this year.
The news and talk shows are
full of talk about the presidential
elections. I think we should get
a president in office who is go-
ing to take care of people here
in the United States before peo-
ple in these far away countries.

Kadrick Session

I'm involved in student coun-
cil, keyclub, choir, band, and
I' m also the Vice President of
my class. After High School
I plan to attend the University
of Texas Austin and major in
psychology. I think Obama
should win the election be-
cause he is talking about a
change and he has good morals.
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SILLINESS AND EGOTISM ATTACK THE
OBAMA EXPRESS

by James Breedlove- The much
anticipated primary debate that
was supposed to be the begin-
ning of the come back for Hillary
Clinton was held at the University
of Texas on last Thursday nmight
Pre-debate publicity promised
fireworks on 1ssues that mcluded
healthcare, immigration, the war,
and the economy. There were a few
feisty exchanges but both Obama
and Clinton seemed to be taking
the political high road by defining
their differences in a civil manner.
However, civility was 1g2-

nored for a moment when Sena-
tor Clinton went on the offense
and jabbed at Obama over a pre-
vious allegation that he had ap-
propriated words from the 2006
campaign of Massachusetts Gow.
Deval L. Patrick and used them
in his campaign speeches. Her
campaign had labeled this as out-
right plagiarism Clinton chastised
Obama with, “T think that if vour
candidacy 1s going to be about
words, then they should be vour
own words. That’s, I think. a very
simple proposition. Lifting whole
passages from someones else’s
speeches 1s not change you can be-
lieve 1n. 1ts change yvou can Xerox.”
The andience must have per-
certved her comments as nega-
tive. There was a collective gasp
and spontaneous booing, indi-
cating a rejection of her attack
Obama responded by referring

to the attempted put down as “sil-
Iy since Gov. Patrick. one of his
national campaign co-chairs and a
personal friend. had suggested that
he use the material to help empha-
515 his vision of hope and unity.
Speaking i Milwaukee two mights
later, Obama drew a standing ova-
tion when he defended his speech-
making and continued appeal to the
people’s sense of hope as tools of a
worthy leader. He said. “The most
important thing we can do night
now 1s to reengage the Amencan
people in the process of gover-
nance and get them excited again.

Even 1f Obama and Patrick didn’t
know each other it 1s highly prob-
able that they might use some of the
same phrases. Precedent indicates
that public figures speaking on simi-
lar 1ssues frequently draw from com-
mon resources of public rhetoric.
Labor leaders often quote Walter
Reuther or A. Philip Randolph: civil
rights leaders use the same scrip-
tural passages and historical refer-
ences; conservative Republicans
repeatedly imvoke Ronald Reagan;
and Democrats lean toward Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt or John F. Kennedy.

The tangential non-1ssue allegation
of Obama’s plagiarism took on a life
of 1ts own and stoked the fires of me-
dia attention. Was this simply a case
of the pot calling the kettle “Barack™
or possibly the desperation response
of a mortally wounded campaigner
grasping at a last straw? Obama’s
press secretary, sent out several
memos in which Clinton used Obama
catchphrases such as: “Yes We Can,”
and “Fired Up And Ready To Go.
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"Speaking in Milwaukee two nights
later, Obama drew a standing ova-
tion when he defended his speech-
making and continued appeal to
the people’s sense of hope as tools
of a worthy leader. He said, “The
most mmportant thing we can do
right now 1s to reengage the Amerni-
can people in the process of gover-
nance and get them excited again.

Even if Obama and Patrick
didn’t know each other 1t 15 highly
probable that they might use some
of the same phrases. Precedent in-
dicates that public figures speak-
mg on sunilar issues frequently
draw from common resources of
public rhetoric. Labor leaders of-
ten guote Walter Eeuther or A
Philip Randolph; civil nghts lead-
ers use the same scriptural pas-
sages and historical references;
conservative Republicans repeat-
edly invoke Ronald Reagan; and
Democrats lean toward Franklin
D. Roosevelt or John F. Kennedy.

The tangential non-issue al-
legation of Obama’s plagiarism
took on a life of its own and
stoked the fires of media attention.

Your CustoMm
1. OAN BUILDER

e Home Loans

* Interim Loans
* Home Equity Loans

Ausﬁ‘n Bank

www.austinbank.com

Page B

Was this simply a case of the pot call-
ing phrases such as: “Yes We Can.”
and “Fired Up And Ready To Go.”
the kettle “Barack™ or possibly the
desperation response of a mortally
wounded campaigner grasping at
a last straw? Obama’s press sec-
retary, sent out several memos in
which Clinton used Obama catch In
like manner, the non appearance of
Senator Obama at the State of the
Black Union (SOBU) conference in
New Orleans hosted by Tavis Smuley
on February 22-23 became another
campaign controversy.

[t seems that Smiley was muffed
enough by Obama’s decision not to
attend that he spoke out to several
media outlets. “T think it’s a missed
opportunity on Mr. Obama’s part.”

Smilev also indicated said that
his criticism of Obama has resulted
in backlash via angry e-mails and
threats both to himself and his famaly.

Obama had sent a letter to Smi-

1NOMN-15511e

lev earlier in the month commending
him for his efforts in structuring the
forum and explained his need to fo-
cus on the very critical and crucial
March 4 primaries. “In the final
stretch, I will be on the campaign
trail every day in states like Texas
and Ohio talking directly with vot-
ers about the causes that are at the
heart of both my campaign and
the State of the Black Union fo-
rmum. That is why, with regret, 1
am not able to attend the forum.™

So what 1s the real beef
with Obama not attending the
SOBU annual conference?

Black leaders, whether they sup-
port Obama or not, should understand
the urgency of seizing the opportu-
nity that could close the deal on the
democratic nomination. Texas and
Ohio are statistically close. Personal
visits to as many precincts, coun-
ties, and cities to fortify support and
clarify message in the few remain-
ing days available just might turn the
tide in Obama’s favor and preclude
potential chicanery.

And for this one conference could
not the likes of Mayor Ray Nagin;
Cornel West: Bishop Paul 5. Mor-
ton; the Rev. Al Sharpton; the Eev.
Jesse Jackson, Sr; Dick Gregory;

convention

See Silliness and egotism
Page 6
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con’t from page 3
B ar a c k 0 b a m a fbr anything elze you would an  adelt probation officer in 1992
1 like the readers to  know? She attended Texas Tech School of
Law graduating with a Dectorate of
Daphne: Yes. I would like for Junsprodence in May 1999, She took the

. B
—-— e

President’O8

= & =
“We are choosing hope
over fear. We're choosing

unity over division and

everyone to know that [ thank God
for blessing me to accomplish my
goal. He knew that I had to have a
strong suppott system to make 1t . He
gave me parents, and grandparents,
two sisters, aunts, uncles. mieces,
nephews, a host of friends, and loved
ones that enconraged me every step of
the way. Whenever I felt like giving
up, they were there cheering me on.

Ms. Session is a 1988 Fusk High
School  graduate. She earned
her associate degree from  Tyler
Junicr College in 1990, and her
bachelor’s degree in Criminelogy
and Comections from Sam Houston
State University in Huntsville, Texas

Texs State Bar exam in July 1999 passing
with her first attempt. She received
results of that exam on November 2,
1999, Daphne was swoin in as an
attorney by Judge Bascom Bently IIT in
the Anderson Couvaty District Courtroom
on  Thursday, November 4, 1999
She has been assistant DA in Anderson,
Smith and Houston Counties.
She opened private practice law offices
in both Busk and Crockett in May 2006.

Daphne is a Christian woman who has
made a name for herself by providing the
best possible service to all of her clients.
Ms. Session is the davghter of Walter and
Mazxine Session of Busk.  Grandparents
are Mary and the late Tobbie Session

sending a powerful
message that change is

coming to America.”
— Barack Obama, January 3, 2008

and Hazel Session and the late Jessie
Burley. She has two sisters, Kathy
Harris and Terri Franklin both of Busk.

in 1991, She worked a short while as
youth activities supervisor at Crockett
State School and joined the Anderson
County Adult Probation Office as

Forrest K. Phifer
Attorney-At-Law

Family Law
*Divaorce
*Custody
*Child support
Wills & Probate
*Preparation
*Probate
*Guardianship & Power of Attorney
Social Security Disability
(903) 6834730

{ Leave Message 24 hours)

509 N.Main St. Rusk, Texas 75785
Accepting All Major Credit Cards
Licensed by Texas Supreme Court for
General
Practice Of Legal Specialization

Obama08 /

R & BarackObama.com

BARACK OBAMA -

Change We CGan Believe In

The City of Rusk, Texas

The city of Rusk provides street light service to citizens.
Those who would like to report street light outage
may report the location and pole number to

Change begins with you

Join the Barack Obama Team!

OUTAGE the following numbers.
visit www.BarackObama.com NUMBER
1-388-313-6862
or

1-888-313-4747

Paid for by Friends of Barack Obama
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Ms. J's 411

Jacksonville, Tx. -Sometimes our
lives seems like nothing but work.
We work when we are at work. and|
we keep on working once we come
home, cooking, cleaning, doing laun-
dry, dishes etc. When will we find)
the time for our most important job:
being a parent to our children? One
way to share more time with vour
children 1s to involve them in house-
hold work. Treat chores as a normal
part of life, not as punishment. When
children help with family chores.
they seem to enjoy it gaining self-re-
spect and learning competency. Kids
also feel good when they see how
they contribute to famuly life, and)
when everyone helps with house-
hold chores. there 15 more time for
favorite family activities. All fam-
ily members can help in some way,
no matter how yvoung. Toddlers can
carry clothes to the laundry. Pre-
schoolers can camry their dishes to
the sink after dinner and put their
tovs up at the end of the day. With
a little tramming from mom and dad.
older children can assist more com-
plex household tasks. Vary the work
assignment to keep your children in-
terest up. Try one of these strategies:
Kids Choose- Chores can be laid
out in choices, with selecting which
they will do. Disagreements are a
good time to learn about turn taking
and compromise. Luck of the draw-
Write each chore on a piece of pa-
per 1n a can or small tissue box, each
family member chooses one or two
slips of paper. This 15 an easy way
for all to take turns with the least and
most like jobs. 10 minute pick up-
Give each family member a work
area to clean, make sure everyvong
has the cleaning supplies they nead

March 2008

Plan
family fun

to do their jobs, Set the timer for
10 mnutes and shout “Go™! When
time 15 up, allow a few minutes for
last minute touch up. Then stand
back and join in a round of ap-
plause for all who did so much 1n
such a short time. A great lesson of
family teamwork. Cooking time 1s
for evervone- Some families devel-
op favorite meals because there's
a role for evervone. Tacos make a
great meal for this reason-even the
youngest children can wash and
tear the lettuce, school age children
can grate cheese and cut tomatoes,
and older chidren and teens can
cool beans or meat. Work-N-Talk-
Remember the conversations yvou
had as a chid with parent, sister, or
brother while yvou washed dishes or
cleaned room together? Try shanng
jobs with your children so yvou can
use work time for fanuly tasks. Its a
natural time to share the darp events
of to bring up some of the serious
matters you need to raise with your
children or just share jokes and
laughter together. Praise and hugs-
Its the effect that counts most when
kids do family chores. A childs ver-
sion of a job may not be as tidy as
an adults but it deserves praise and
and extra hug. Help your children
stay on tasks by following chore
time with a favorite family activ-
ity. board game, maybe a chapter
in the family reading book. a walk
with the dog or treats while watch-
mg TV shows. Family members
can join in the fun once their work
15 done. These are just suggestions.
Until next time take care of yourself.

Vote for
Morris E. Luker

Candidate for
PCT. 1 Constable
Houston County

Morris E. Luker - Treasurer P. 0. Box 184 Ratcliff, TX. 75858

Dage 10

“I'VE NEVER MET A GHILD
WITHOUT POTENTIAL.”

1: i
Better Schools, Bettér Education for Texas

AS PRESIDENT, HILLARY CLINTON WILL
MAKE SURE ALL CHILDREN SUCCEED

Providing Universal Pre-K

Glosing the Achievement Gap
Fully Funding No Child Left Behind

Hill [for President

www.hillaryclinton.com

PAID FOR BY HILLARY CLINTON FOR PRESIDENT
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Church Directory

l St. Paul Baptist Church

558 N. Main Street Woodville CME MOUNT PLEASANT
Jacksonville, TX, 75766 FAf 343 CME Church
Phone: (903) 586-6006 ST (ibag of Rkt 2 207 Reeder St.
Contact: Sharon Sims v ¥ Ruslk, Texas
Sunday School ¥
10:00AM Ph:(903) 653-6214 F Rev. Greenie Phillips, Pastor
Morning Ser. 11:00AM Sunday School 9:45 B Sunday School 9:45AM

Wednes. Bible Study Sunday Worship 11:00

“PM Sunday Worship Service
11:00 AM
Rev. Joe Radford, pastor
We Exist to lift up the name of lford, p 2nd & 4th Sunday Service
our Lord and savior Jesus Christ and fo bring souls Contact: (903) 683-3441 or
fo Him. We share the gospel of Christ and help meet Rt. 1, Box 417A - Rusk, Texas 75785

the spiritual and financial needs of the community.

=9 Sweet Union Baptist Church
Mt. Olive Baptist P : 302 North Main
- Jacksonville, Tx. 75766
Church i - Wells, Texas
911 Egbert Street e S |
Rusk, TX. 75785 1 Soul Food Dinner
Puskis et Celebrating Black History
Rev. Mertis Bartley, Pastor ; astor; Daryl Cranford Sunday, February 24th
&wife ' (936) 8674522
HEFRRES S PAC ey Rev. Williams, Pastor
Asgistant Pastor
Contact: Sis. Sandra Carter
Ph: (903) 683-2100 Mt. Hebron CP Church " Good samaritan Food Dank & |
Sunday School 9:00AM - Worship: 10:00AM P J:W:fe . o Resale Shop
for Rev. & Sis. Travis McGowan 9:00 AM - 11:30 AI\«L located 203
Sunday, March 2, 2008 W. 2nd Street Helping needy fam-
3:00PM ily with food and offers clothes
Speaker: Rev. R. E. Thomas, Moderator for m:lly+.25 cents per 1tem All
Sweet Union Baptist Tyler Memorial donations are appreciated|.

Church
302 North Main Street

Jacksonville, Texas
003-586-45T8

Sunday School: 9:45a Harris & Harris T-Shirts
10:45a :
(903) 683-5743
MorningWorship: 11:00AM : (903) 683-1065
ednesday Night Bible Study/Prayer Meeting: Screen Print (903) 683-1041 Fax
6:00pm shirts  bags
Pastor, Rev. Willams “Come Worship Affordable prices processed in half the time for your special occasions

Daphne L. Session
*Child Custody & CRIMINAL DEFENSE
Guardianship Att(}l"ney At Law FAMILY LAW

* Trusts/Power of Attorney

910 Loop 343 Annulment * Will/Probate 213Martin Luthet King,
Rusk, Texas 75785 Ir. Blvd

Fax: (903) 683-1041 Ph: (903) 683-1065 Divorce Crockett, Texas 75835
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Chuck Hopson: Owner
506 E. Commerce
Jacksonville, TX. Call: (903) 586~

CHEROKEE COUNTY
ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE

(903)683-2248
1-800-992-4280

OUT AGE HOTLINE NUMBER
1-866-244-4826

\nh‘_r

Where: Best Western Hotel (Jacksonville, Hwy 69 south), breakfast room (big screen

Election Night Poll Watch Party for Cherokee County

Democrats!!!
When: Tuesday, March 4, immediately after vou attend vour 7:15 p.m.(be there at
T:00) precinct primary meeting (caucus) at vour polling place

TV there)

Tixgs
NaTionAL
Bank

LOOKING FORWARD * REACHING HIGHER

@ MEMBER 586'0931
F.D.I.C.

=R BGURIG 300 Neches Jacksonville
W www.tnbjacksonville.com
FULL SERVICE BANKING 683 8899

Texas National Bank
Total Access - 24 Hr - 586-0044 1106 N Main Rusk

M. James L. Perkins, Citizens 1st Bank Presi
dent, received the greatest honor that can be
bestowed upon an individual. January 29, 2008
the Stephen F. Austin College of Education was
named the James I. Perkins College of Educa-
tion in his honor. Seated here, Mr. Perkins and
Nebraska Runing Back, Cody Glenn, also former
Citizens 1st Bank employee; Andrew Melontree
of the TylerBankandWaltm' Session, Rusk city

ees and Superintendent Ted Debs for support giv=
en to RSH. The card is signed by each employee

and has been framed and placed on display in the
bank. RSH provides 936 jobs to East Texas.

ITIZENS 1ST BANK

HOME OWNED AND SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1920
JUST AS IT SERVES RUSK STATE HOSPITAL

Rusk - 601 North Main Street (903) 683-2277
Jacksonville - 825 South Jacksonville (903) 586-2201
Tyler - 2001 East South Easty Loop 323 (903 581-1900

Equd Heasing Umwhi“-
$

Nacogdoches - 3010 University (409) 5601401
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