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TOPSHOT - This picture taken on September 21, 2019 shows a view of the golden 

sarcophagus of the ... [+] AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Museum lovers have had to postpone visits to see the great art of the 

world until the Covid-19 pandemic is over.



One of the most anticipated global art events in 2020 was the 

planned opening of Cairo’s Grand Egyptian Museum (GEM). 

While the museum’s opening has now been postponed to early 2021, 

the Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities is showing virtual 

tours on Instagram of the treasures of Egypt. One can tour 

archaeological sites like the Tomb of Mehu in Saqqara and the 

Pyramid of Djoser as well as numerous museum exhibitions.

A picture taken on April 13, 2020, shows a view of the Great pyramid of Khafre (Chephren) 

seen ... [+] AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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For lovers of Ancient Egypt, the opening of the Grand Egyptian 

Museum is well worth waiting for. The one billion dollar beauty 

houses the artifacts collected from the Tomb of King Tutankhamun 

by Howard Carter in 1922 as well as thousands of other heretofore 

unseen treasures, the Holy Grail of archaeology connoisseurs.

Dr. Tarek Tawfik, Associate Professor of the Faculty of Archeology, 

Cairo University and the first longstanding former Director General 

of the Grand Egyptian Museum Project, says that the planned 

opening will include invitations to world leaders as well as to the 

general public, so officials are being “very careful” about setting the 

dates to a possible vaccine solution, immunity or other change in the 

current pandemic status.

This picture taken on August 4, 2019 shows the 3,200-year-old pink-granite colossal statue 
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When the museum complex itself opens, says Professor Tawfik, the 

sheer size of it, 490,000 square meters, will lend itself to the creative 



use of social distancing.  “Obviously, hygiene is a big issue,” Tawfik 

explains, “but with such space, we will have good visitor flow and 

choices like the ability to download commentary with QR codes 

directly to your personal device instead of using museum 

equipment.”

An Egyptian conservator restores a piece of King Tutankhamun's collection at the 
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The Museum complex, which overlooks the Pyramids, will also 

include a conference center and a luxury hotel (which Tawfik says is 

as yet, unbranded, but will most likely be a very high-end partner). 

“GEM is two kilometers north of the Pyramids of Giza,” says Tawfik, 

“It overlooks them. The area between is being cleared of everything 

to return the landscape to the way it looked during the time of the 

pharaohs.” Tawfik also points out that the rest of the complex around 

the museum “is huge, offering more than 100,000 square meters of 

space. The GEM precinct, really a city of its own, will also be home to 

shops, restaurants and cinemas.”



An Egyptian conservator restores a ceremonial gilded bed at the conservation center in the 
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Along with the famed relics of the young King Tutankhamun, the new 

GEM will be housing thousands of artifacts that have never been seen 

before.



The colossus of Pharaoh King Ramses II is being transferred to it's permanent display spot at 

the ... [+] PICTURE ALLIANCE VIA GETTY IMAGES

The sheer magnitude of the exhibition space of 50,000 meter means 

that visitors may have to allocate more than the half day that most 

tour operators currently set aside to the Tahrir Cairo Museum where 

Tutankhamun’s treasure was formerly housed.

Although the relics of King Tut have been moved to the GEM, the 

Egyptian Museum, Tahrir Square, built in 1902, many years before 

the discovery of Tut, will still be a gem of its own, worthy of hours of 

visiting time. Tawfik says that there are plans to keep this 

magnificent building open in the evenings so that visitors can still 

arrange more lengthy visits after touring the GEM galleries. 



Cairo, Egypt - May 08: Dr. Tarek Tawfik, then director of the Grand Egyptian Museum on May 
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High end tour operators themselves are dealing creatively with the 

postponement of the opening of GEM and the reopening of other 

Egyptian sites. For instance, Kenn Laya, CEO of Vuitton Travel, has 

planned a limited number of places on an exclusive inaugural tour in 

conjunction with Egypt Tourism USA during which visitors will have 

the chance to stand between the paws of the Sphinx, and have a 

lecture and a dinner with Dr. Tawfik himself, the curator who 

oversaw the entire construction and planning phases of the GEM 

Museum complex.

“We are also considering requiring certificates of health for 

participants,” says Laya. “If you test positive, you’ll get a full refund.”



Former German economy minister Sigmar Gabriel (C) talks to Egypt's former tourism 
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In the meantime, Dr. Tawfik casts an amused eye on the worldwide 

web’s constant comparisons of the current Covid-19 crisis with “the 

plagues of Egypt.” He says that it is hard to pinpoint when actual 

plagues would have occurred in Egypt because hieroglyphics, the 

recording form through which we know most about the history of 

ancient Egypt, were, for the most part, used to write upon tombs.

Egyptian archaeologist Basem Gehad, cleans a pharaoh's head at part of the Grand Egyptian 
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“The Egyptians would not write about anything that was not 

positive,” he explains. “They wouldn’t put down anything that they 

didn’t want to take with them into the afterlife, so it would not be 

written about.”

Tarek Tawfik (C), general supervisor of the Grand Egyptian Museum, speaks to the press upon 
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