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To all the people of Egypt, this e-book is for you. 
 

By writing "How to Plan an Unforgettable Journey in EGYPT", it is my  
hope that the many people who read this work come to realize just  

how amazing it is to visit your incredible country. 
 

May they come to see your bountiful sites for themselves and then send their 
friends. And when they are there, it is my hope that they meet as many of you 
as is possible during their journey so that when they return, like myself, they 

can proudly say "I have friends in Egypt." 
 

To all of you who I already know in Egypt, 

and to all of you I have yet to meet, 

forever you will remain in my heart, 

as my friends. 
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An Egyptian Journey immerses travelers in more than 7,000 years of history – ancient 

Egypt to the Roman Empire, Islamic dynasties to modern metropolises. With vast and beautiful deserts, 

fresh oases, simple villages, chaotic metropolises, tranquil Red Sea resorts, the palm-lined Nile and awe-

inspiring, sand-swathed monuments, there’s a place for all personalities of traveler. While the country 

comprises a mixture of different cultures and religions, a unifying and omnipresent sense of hospitality 

runs deep in the blood of every Egyptian – a warmness toward one another and a kind embrace to all 

who visit her. 

 

Should the desert awaken your inner explorer, there’s opportunity to explore miles of it during your 

private Egypt tour – 95 percent of Egypt’s landscape consists of desert, interspersed with lush oases. 

Meet Bedouins who carry out centuries-old traditions, camp in the dunes under an impossibly starry 

night sky, go quad biking or experience the unique thrill of sand boarding in the Great Sand Sea. Marvel 

at prehistoric rock art in the Swimmers Cave and the gem-like, yellow-green tektite of the natural 

phenomenon that is Silica Glass Field. 

 

The Nile flows northward from its entrance point near Wadi Halfa, Sudan, and for this reason, the 

southern border of the country is coined "Upper Egypt." It is here that history buff travelers are treated 

to the world's most intensive concentration of temples, tombs, and palaces, all constructed over the 

course of 4,000 years. The Nile Valley itself is home to the Valley of the Kings, where Tutankhamun's 

tomb was discovered. 

 

You'll see the Great Pyramid, the only one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World still standing, and 

the iconic Sphinx. Much of the Egyptian culture and lifestyle depends on the Nile, the country's 

lifeblood, and those who choose to cruise this longest of the world's rivers will get a first-class view of 

spectacular ancient monuments, as well as local lifestyles. 

 

A rich mosaic of cultures, religions and landscapes, a private Egypt tour presents the increasingly 

valuable opportunity to become a more educated world citizen. 

 

Cairo, the City Victorious, was the focal point of Egypt's empire and home to medieval Islam and native 

Coptic Christians. Today, the city is a treasure trove of medieval schools and mosques, minarets and 

churches – one could spend hours delving solely into religious history, tracing traditions back to the 

pharaohs. 

 

Moving on from the desert, there are beaches to stroll along, vibrant coral reefs to snorkel and dive and 

remarkable desert sunrises and sunsets. Some of the most beautiful seafloors in the world are here, 

along the Mediterranean and Red Sea coastlines. The Red Sea's coast has, in fact, become the adventure 

capital of the country with its azure waves, rocky capes, windswept beaches and endless mountain 

ranges. Shark dive, snorkel, kite surf, golf, shop, dance – it's all here. 
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In my signature off-the-beaten path style, 

together with local expert Egyptian associates, 

your private Egypt tour will unveil the time 

capsule that is Egypt, bringing to life its 

incredibly rich history, its timeless treasures, its 

cultures and traditions, and its unique and 

varied natural beauty. Considering it's a country 

largely composed of sand and dust, the 

extensive range of destinations and activities 

you can enjoy during your Egypt vacation 

surpasses the imagination. 

 

Each activity, guide, restaurant, route and hotel 

property is selected for you from our personal 

shortlist. With trip-planning experts based both 

here in New York City, in Cairo, and in the major 

Egyptian destinations as well as hand-selected 

guides out in the field every day, you know our 

advice is always of-the-moment, unbiased and 

fully vetted. 

My dedicated team both here and in Egypt and I 

have the connections that will take you to 

world-class resorts, ancient treasures, 

underwater wonders, open-air museum cities 

like Luxor and Aswan and everything in 

between, and we look forward to partnering 

with you to plan your unforgettable trip to, in 

the words of Greek historian Herodotus, the 

"gift of the Nile."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What makes this planning aid different from all others is that 

it is an accumulation of knowledge dating back from 1991 

when I first visited Egypt. Since then, I have returned 

countless times. I have watched the country develop, then fall 

into decline with the recent revolutions and ultimately 

bounce back bigger, better, and stronger than ever before. 

 

I have visited Egypt from her northern ports of Alexandria, 
Port Said, El Alamein and Marsa Matruh to Nubia at her 
southern border. Into the desert and the remote oasis of Siwa 
to the palm fringed shores of Sharm el Sheikh. And of course, 
as much as possible, everything in between, including the Red 
Sea's marine playground.  I have cruised the Nile in both 
directions by cruiser, dahabiya, and by felucca. And believe it 
or not, I have been buried up to my neck in the Sahara to 
detox my body. 
 
After the revolution, I was hired by a Washington DC based TV 
company to create two one-hour travel shows from a travel 
advisor's point of view on Egypt focusing on more than just 
the Sphinx. What ensued was a wonderful partnership with 
the Egyptian Tourism Authority that kept me in Egypt for over 
two months. It's a time I would never trade for anything, ever. 
I learned about the country, her people, cuisine, customs and 
cultures. Now, I share this precious information with my 
valued passengers to intensify their travel arrangements.  
 
When I write and plan, it comes from the point of view of a 
professional specialist travel advisor, not as a tourist or a 
travel influencer. The information and secrets that I share 
with you in these pages is what I would share with you if you 
came into my office to plan your journey to Egypt. 
 
When you combine my four decades of experience as a 
specialist travel advisor with the services of my appointed 
DMC (destination management company) in Cairo founded in 
1976 and which remains a premier inbound travel company in 
Egypt, you have a winning combination of knowledge, talent, 
dedication and commitment, all working together with one 
singular mission! To plan your unforgettable journey in Egypt. 
 
Travel advisors know more than just the popular sites. When 

we travel, we invest our time visiting hotel properties, lesser 

known sites, restaurants, stores and much more. We know 

hotel properties intimately and 10 to 1 we also know several 

key personnel at those properties. That's beneficial because 

we have 'go-to' people who can be called on to take that little 

extra special care of you when you visit.  

 

With my little black book of go-to people, let me partner with 

you to plan your unforgettable journey in Egypt. 
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This is not an Egyptian guidebook.  

 

It is a logical planning aid written by a highly qualified specialist travel advisor who has been planning 

journeys since December 1977.  

 

In today's internet age, you can google Wikipedia for any information that you want on the sites you 

read about in my itinerary recommendation. There is no need to repeat that information here to 

unnecessarily lengthen your read. Here, we're going to focus on logistical planning – the type you don't 

get in guidebooks. 

 

Throughout this e-book, you'll see prompts to Click Here for additional information that is of value 

during the planning stages of your journey. Click the link and you will be redirected to the specific topic 

on our website BLOG page. And keep visiting because we keep adding virtually daily.  

 

When you choose to work with me on your journey to Egypt, this general information that follows is 

what I would share with you before we start creating your own personal journey. Reading this to start 

with, will steer you to an appropriate understanding of how journeys in Egypt operate.  

 

You're never on your own. From our first contact, I take care of absolutely everything for you until you 

return home safely. So while this is a planning aid, it has not been written with the intention of you 

planning your journey on your own. If it is private custom-designed travel you desire, I'd recommend 

you don't even try. Read my remarks on the right of pages 8 and 24 on planning.  

 

When I set out to custom-design private travel arrangements in Egypt, while I know that where you 

travel to in the country is important, I do believe that how you travel is what makes all the difference. 

For over 4 decades, travelers have come to me for my deep knowledge, my vast network of connections, 

my honest opinions, and my discerning judgements. Today, I remain at the forefront of the continual re-

imagining of travel to create an experience-based story (your story) that, at its best, can be life changing. 

I listen to your needs because I understand that your trip is different than anyone else's. Then I start to 

bring Egypt alive so that you can find its spirit – and its magic – but on your terms. 

 

Everything I share with you in these following pages, I have experienced myself and generally more-

than-once. I am a self-confessed difficult traveler and stickler for attention to detail. So if I give you 

specific advice, you can trust my expert travel planning and my attention to detail. Being very picky, I will 

never see you into any situation that I would not like to find myself in. Throughout the text, you'll see 

me refer to guide, associate, representative and so on. To prevent you from having to read the same 

lengthy job descriptions repeatedly, take a moment to understand the individual functions within our 

organization and how they relate to you, the traveler, then I will simply refer to guides, associates, or 

representatives.  
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FIELD COORDINATOR – this is the person who meets and greets you from the moment you arrive in 

Egypt whether on a commercial carrier or your own private aircraft. He or she takes care of all 

Immigration and Customs procedures, required transfers, assistance with checking in at hotels, 

cruises etc. and who advises you of times of pick up and drop off for each day's schedule. This person 

is also a host of other information. If there is anything you might need information on or assistance 

with, our Field Coordinator will be glad to assist you. The various Field Coordinators who will take 

care of you throughout your entire journey will all know your entire itinerary from A-Z and each one 

is able to circle back to the RESERVATIONS AGENT in Cairo who originally took care of your 

reservations at my instruction. So always the entire team dedicated to you is on the same page at 

the same time.    

 

GUIDE / LOCAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING QUALIFIED EGYPTOLOGIST – is the person who will accompany 

you on your private daily sightseeing excursions to the sites included in your private itinerary. That 

person is a highly qualified individual and a scholar of Egyptology (the study of ancient Egyptian 

history, language, literature, religion, architecture, and art.) Not only are our Egyptologists selected 

for their qualifications but also for their interpersonal skills. This you will soon come to understand 

once you're encouraged to ask questions and engage in conversation. 

 

Both our office and our field staff are multilingual. Egyptian Arabic being their first language, they are 

fully conversant in English while you will find older Egyptians still conversant in French. Others speak 

Italian, Spanish, German and so on. If you are not a native English-speaker and prefer the services of 

someone fluent in your first language, don't hesitate for a moment to let me know so that I can 

allocate the appropriate team to your reservation. Everything I recommend or implement is intended 

to enhance your journey. 

 

With an International Sales Office in New York City and a DMC Head Office is in Cairo with interlinked 

satellite offices in each of Alexandria, Sharm El-Sheikh, Luxor, Aswan, Hurghada, and Abu Simbel, we 

have you on our radar no matter where you are in the country. 

 

I hope that you find value in these pages. Review the Click Here sections. And most of all, start 

getting excited at the prospect that you'll be traveling to Egypt. My contact details are at the end of 

the e-book. If something is not completely clear to you, contact me. You'll quickly come to realize 

that I love my chosen vocation and that planning a private journey for you and your loved ones 

unlike anyone else's, thrills me.  

Visit our websites – Vuitton Travel and EGYPT Tourism USA – there you will find interesting 

information that will help you with your thought process on your vacation and keep on visiting the 

BLOG which we keep updating.  

Looking forward to taking care of your unforgettable journey in EGYPT soon. 

 

  

Kenn Laya 

 

 

 

 

https://vuittontravel.com/
https://egypttourismusa.com/
https://vuittontravel.com/news
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Click Here to learn about 

Vuitton Travel & Luxury 

Lifestyle – A WORLD OF 

SUPERLATIVE TASTE 

 

Click Here to MEET YOUR 

TRAVEL TEAM IN EGYPT 

 

Click Here for information 

regarding EGYPT'S 5-YEAR 

VISA 

 

Click Here to CONTACT ME 

 

Click Here – NOW THAT YOU 

HAVE ALL THIS VALUABLE 

INFORMATION, WHY 

SHOULD YOU TRAVEL WITH 

US? HERE'S WHY! 

 

Click Here – HOW TO ENJOY 

YOUR VACATION IN EGYPT 

 

Click Here for 8 REASONS 

YOU SHOULD HIRE A TRAVEL 

ADVISOR FOR YOUR EGYPT 

JOURNEY 

 

Click Here for OF COURSE 

YOU CAN DO IT ALONE – 

HERE'S ANOTHER REASON 

NOT TO 

 

Click Here for WHY 

TRAVELERS PREFER 

CUSTOM-DESIGNED PRIVATE 

TRAVEL IN EGYPT   

Interesting 
Reading 

Opening of the Grand Egyptian Museum - GEM 

 

The moment I get the 'green light' on the official opening of GEM – the 

Grand Egyptian Museum on the Giza Plateau in Cairo, I'll set the dates of 

departure and arrival for three small-group tours that have been planned for 

the occasion. 

You're invited to review the itinerary in depth so that the moment the 

reservations open, you're ready to make your reservation and be sure to be 

a part of this historical occasion. 

Click Here for direct access to the itinerary and inclusions on our website.  

Alternatively, if you would like to leave your details with us so that we can 

advise you ahead of the public announcement, please call 201.882.8443 and 

share that information with one of our associates. 

 

 

 

I have been a travel advisor for 4+ decades now and I know that there are 

certain passengers of mine who will only deal with me, and no one else. No 

matter where they're traveling to in the world. 

Perhaps you feel the same way about your travel agent if you have one you 

favor. If that is the case, I am perfectly happy to assist your travel agent plan 

an unforgettable journey in Egypt for you. Simply have him or her call me 

and we'll all get on a call together and start creating.  

 

 

 

During this period of isolation from one another, please be aware that I am 

available on ZOOM 'By Appointment' to assist you with planning your 

unforgettable journey in Egypt. Contact me to set up a suitable time for an 

appointment.    

 

 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/a-world-of-superlative-taste
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/meet-your-travel-team
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/egypt-allows-extension-of-tourists-permitted-stay-up-to-5-years
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/how-to-contact-me
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/now-that-you-have-all-this-valuable-information
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/how-to-enjoy-your-vacation-in-egypt
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/8-reasons-you-should-hire-a-travel-agent-for-your-egypt-journey
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/of-course-you-can-do-it-alone---heres-another-reason-not-to
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/why-travelers-prefer-custom-designed-private-travel-in-egypt
https://egypttourismusa.com/gem
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Useful Information 

For planning purposes, DAY ONE can be any day 

of the week. It is prudent to plan an itinerary 

around set 'events' like cruise sailing dates, 

cultural events that occur on certain days, or 

irregular opera performances. 
 

Click Here for more on the VUITTON 

TRAVEL AND LUXURY LIFESTYLE VIP 

MEET & GREET AT CAIRO 

 

Click Here for more on THIS APP WILL 

RENEW YOUR PASSPORT IN JUST 24 

HOURS 

 

To Help You Select 

Your Accommodation 

 

Click Here for the full article on FOUR 

SEASONS EGYPT – OUR FAVORITE 

HOTEL PROPERTIES 

 

Click Here for 5 BEST HOTELS ON THE 

CORNICHE EL NIL IN CAIRO - EGYPT 

 

Click Here for THE ELEGANT NILE RITZ-

CARLTON, CAIRO 

 

Click Here for A ROOM WITH AN 

(INCREDIBLE) VIEW – MARRIOTT 

MENA HOUSE, CAIRO 

 

Click Here for AN URBAN OASIS IN THE 

CENTER OF CAIRO 

 

 

 
DAY ONE – ARRIVE CAIRO 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 
I don't enjoy the unending activities that take place at airports, 

especially after an endless international flight. If I could, I'd 

teleport myself from the aircraft to my hotel but since that's 

not an option, I had to come up with an alternate way to make 

the arrival experience pleasurable. 

 

So I created the EXCLUSIVE VIP MEET & GREET IN CAIRO 

which has subsequently become a 'standard' for my 

passengers. 

 

By special arrangement, my passengers are met at the jet 

bridge the moment they step foot into the terminal building 

and are driven away to the VIP Lounge where a representative 

of the airport's company collects their passports and luggage 

tags and deals with the necessary arrival procedures including 

the issuing of the visa before handing them to the care of my  

representative. 

 

Finally, in your luxury hotel suite, it's time to catch your 

breath, relax, and prepare yourself for your unforgettable 

journey. I always use this time wisely by taking a short nap, 

spending time luxuriating in the spa, taking a short walk in the 

neighborhood, enjoying dinner at the appropriate local time 

and then, getting into bed for a long hard sleep. That way, I 

wake refreshed the following morning and my acclimatization 

to my new time zone will have started leaving me focused to 

start my day. 

 

This is typical of your arrival day into Cairo unless you are 

transiting to an onward destination with a lengthy layover 

between flights. 

 

If that is the case, rather than transfer you all the way into 

downtown Cairo only to return you to the airport early the 

following morning, I'll have you transferred to Le Méridien 

Cairo Airport located in Cairo International Airport Terminal 3 

and accessible by a covered walkway. There, we'll reserve a 

pool view Le Méridien Club Room Club level for you. You are a 

distance from most everything, so use this time to relax after 

your flight and get an early night. 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/vuitton-travel-and-luxury-lifestyle-vip-meet-greet-at-cairo
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/this-app-will-renew-your-passport-in-just-24-hours
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/four-seasons-egypt---our-favorite-hotel-properties
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/5-best-hotels-on-the-corniche-el-nil-in-cairo---egypt
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/the-elegant-nile-ritz-carlton-cairo
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/a-room-with-an-incredible-view---marriott-mena-house-cairo
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/an-urban-oasis-in-the-center-of-cairo
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Cairo International Airport is a modern well designed one-roof airport well signposted for ease 

of navigation on arrival and departure. 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 
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What You'll See 

The ancient burial ground of Sakkara 

The step-pyramid of Zoser 

The Serapeum of Sakkara 

Tomb of Mehu 

Tomb of Nefer 

The ancient capital of Memphis 

Mit Rahina open-air museum 

Alabaster Sphinx 

Limestone statue of reclining Ramses II 

Dashur 

The recently reopened Red pyramid 

The Bent pyramid 

 

Interesting Reading 

Click Here for THE OLDEST PYRAMID 

IN THE WORLD IS WELCOMING 

VISITORS ONCE AGAIN 

 

Click Here for EGYPT INTRODUCES 

NEW LAW TO PROTECT TOURISTS 

FROM PESTERING TOUTS  
(Don't let this issue bother you too much as you will 

have a guide with you at all times who will keep touts 

away from you.) 

 

Click Here for GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
(This is an important topic that will guide your 

understanding as to how to enjoy meeting the 

amazing people of Egypt.) 

 
DAY TWO – CAIRO/SAKKARA 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 
Breakfast / Lunch 

 

I usually wake early until I acclimatize to the local time. So day 

two is almost always an early day for me. Breakfast is at my 

hotel before I meet my guide and head west. 

 

Today's private tour takes you to Sakkara, Memphis and 

Dashur. 

 

At the ancient burial site of Sakkara you'll find the oldest 

complete stone building complex known in history; Zoser's 

step pyramid. My passengers also get to experience the 

subterranean Serapeum of Saqqara, a burial place of sacred 

Apis bulls, and the 4,000-year-old tomb of Mehu which was 

discovered in 1940 but only recently opened to visitors. It is 

one of the most beautiful tombs in the necropolis. And I make 

special arrangements for my passengers to visit the tomb of 

Nefer, the "Supervisor of Artisans" during the 5th Dynasty. 

 

You'll enjoy lunch before continuing to the ancient capital of 

Memphis to see the Mit Rahina open-air museum with its 

jumble of ancient statues and an alabaster sphinx. Also on 

display is a magnificent 33-foot limestone statue of the 

reclining Ramses II who reigned from 1279 to 1213. 

Then you'll head further south to the royal necropolis of 

Dashur to visit the recently reopened Red Pyramid, the largest 

of the three major pyramids, also called the North Pyramid. 

Finally, a visit to the nearby Bent Pyramid before returning to 

your hotel in Cairo. You're able to explore the interior of these 

pyramids if you'd like to. 

 

Trying to see more than these sites today would be overkill. 

You'll be exhausted, and let's not forget sight of the fact that 

apart from this journey being a great exploration, it is also 

your vacation. 

 

As your private tour comes to an end, if you'd like, we can pass 

by an off the beaten path souvenir store where the 

salespeople are unhurried and not pressurizing in any way at 

all. 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/the-oldest-pyramid-in-the-world-is-welcoming-visitors-once-again
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/egypt-introduces-new-law-to-protect-tourists-from-pestering-touts
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/getting-to-know-you
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Sakkara, Memphis and Dashur will reveal many interesting  

sites and facts today on your custom-designed private tour 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 
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To Help Plan Dinner 

Click Here for FOOD IN EGYPT: 13 

DELICIOUS DISHES AND DRINKS YOU 

SHOULDN'T MISS 

 

Click Here for 12 DELICIOUS EGYPTIAN 

DESSERTS YOU SHOULD TRY 

 

Click Here for THE LEGEND (AND 

RESTAURANTS) OR LE PACHA 1901 

 

Click Here for FLAVORS OF CAIRO ON 

BOARD THE FIRST NILE BOAT 

 

Click Here for DINING ALONG 

CORNICHE EL NIL – CAIRO, EGYPT 

 

Click Here for EATING YOUR WAY 

THROUGH ZAMALEK BY NIGHT 

 

Click Here for PRIVATE DINING AT ONE 

OF THE SEVEN WONDERS 

 

Click Here for details on a PRIVATE 

WINE CELLAR DINNER 

 

Click Here for ESTRO: INTRODUCING 

AN AUTHENTIC SLICE OF ITALY ON A 

MAADI ROOFTOP 

 
Al Maadi is a genteel neighborhood known for its 

quiet, leafy streets and hip dining scene. Stylish 

European and Egyptian restaurants line Road 9, along 

with cafes specializing in organic and vegetarian fare. 

Relaxed drinking spots popular with an expat crowd 

offer cocktails, live music, and bar games. The 

Corniche promenade traces the Nile River, which can 

be cruised by felucca. Want to mingle with local 

Cairenes? This is the perfect local neighborhood. 

 

 

 

 

I have personally vetted this store and recommend them to 

you with complete confidence. Alternatively, you can head 

back to your hotel and luxuriate in the onsite spa before 

dinner. 

 

Dinner is on your own this evening. To help you select from 

Cairo's restaurants, to the right, I have provided you links to 

several articles on food establishments that have become my 

personal favorites. 

 

Dining at your hotel is also an option but if you'd like to 

venture out, your guide will be happy to reserve a table for 

you and assist you with transfers from and to your hotel. 

 

Tomorrow is an early start to what is destined to be a 

spectacular day, so rest well. 

 

 

 

 
 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/food-in-egypt-13-delicious-dishes-and-drinks-you-shouldnt-miss
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/12-delicious-egyptian-desserts-you-should-try
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/the-legend-of-le-pacha-1901
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/flavors-of-cairo-on-board-the-first-nile-boat
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/dining-along-corniche-el-nil---cairo-egypt
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/eating-your-way-through-zamalek-by-night-with-video
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/private-dining-at-one-of-the-seven-wonders
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/private-wine-cellar-dinner-in-cairo
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/estro-introducing-an-authentic-slice-of-italy-on-a-maadi-rooftop
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What You'll See 

The Giza Plateau from the roof of the 

KFC / Pizza Hut building 

The Great Sphinx from 'between the 

paws' in the restricted enclosure with a 

presentation by the Curator of the Giza 

Plateau – also a stroll around the 

monument 

The Great Sphinx from the regular 

viewpoint 

The Great Pyramid of Giza 

Entry into the Great Pyramid of Giza 

The pyramids of Khafre and Menkaure 

The Solar Boat Museum 

The panorama viewpoint 

A camel ride 

GEM – the Grand Egyptian Museum  

The treasures of King Tutankhamun  

The Hall of Mummies  

 

 

 

You Must Do This! 

 

You'll think I am being ridiculous for 

even suggesting this, but the moment 

you exit your private vehicle to go to 

the Sphinx, tell your guide that you 

want to go to the KFC / Pizza Hut 

building roof.  

 

Have your camera ready! 

 

Breakfast / Lunch 

 

Today you'll stand where few others have stood before you – 

between the paws of the Great Sphinx on the Giza Plateau. I 

am one of very few travel advisors whose VIP passengers get 

to enter the restricted Sphinx enclosure for a personal 

presentation by the Curator of the Giza Plateau. 

 

Looking at the Sphinx from the regular viewpoint is 

spectacular. Looking up at it from between the paws is 

breathtaking. Walking around it will become a memory that 

will last a lifetime. 

 

After breakfast, you head west to Giza early enough to enjoy 

the vista before the crowds start to arrive, and to enter the 

restricted Sphinx enclosure. 

 

The Great Pyramid of Giza (also known as the Pyramid of 

Khufu or the Pyramid of Cheops) is the oldest and largest of 

the three pyramids in the Giza pyramid complex. It is the 

oldest of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, and the 

only one to remain largely intact. 

 

If the Great Pyramid is open to visitors when you're there, 

you're permitted to enter and make your way to the chambers 

below. Should it happen to be closed, one of the other two will 

be open and you can enter those. It is unquestionably a once-

in-a-lifetime experience and I encourage you to do it. 

 

You'll visit the Solar Boat Museum while you're on the plateau 

and you get up close and personal to the pyramids of Khafre 

and Menkaure before continuing to the panorama viewpoint 

for the well-known view of all three pyramids rising from the 

desert floor. 

 

There, you'll enjoy a short camel ride. At the very least, get on 

to the camel for a photo op. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY THREE – CAIRO/GIZA 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 
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I am one of very few 

travel advisors whose  

VIP passengers get to 

enter the restricted 

Sphinx enclosure for a 

personal presentation 

by the Curator of the 

Giza Plateau. 

 

The Grand Egyptian 

Museum is the largest 

museum in the world 

dedicated to one 

civilization, the dazzling 

ancient Egyptian 

civilization.  

 

 

For the first time, GEM 

will display all 5398 

treasures belonging to 

King Tutankhamen in 

one place, including his 

coffin. 
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 Interesting Reading 

Click Here for information on 

PROHIBITED MEDICINE IN EGYPT 

 

Click Here for useful information on 

PHOTOGRAPHY IN EGYPT 

 

Click Here for a LIST OF HELPFUL APPS 

TO DOWNLOAD INTO YOUR PHONE  

 

Click Here for tips on BAKSHEESH - 

TIPPING 

 

SMOKING – Egypt is a nation of heavy 

smokers. I remember the discomfort I 

felt in closed crowded places like Nile 

River boats back in the early nineties 

when I was a smoker. All these years 

later and now as a non-smoker, I find 

that I must negotiate my way with care 

in Egypt. There are very loose rules as to 

where Egyptians may smoke, so always 

request a non-smoking section or 

outdoor seating in restaurants. In all 

fairness, I must point out that hotels, 

particularly the international chain 

hotels, are becoming increasingly non-

smoking. I don’t mean to cause panic. I 

am merely pointing out that we have 

become so very accustomed to non-

smoking areas in the West that we 

automatically assume the rest of the 

word has followed our example. Egypt 

has not – and it is slow to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever found the perfect spot for a family photograph 

only to have to have one of you take the photo? What if there 

are only two of you? Will you ask a stranger for help in the 

hope that the photo might be good enough? 

  

I know that standing between the paws of the Great Sphinx on 

the Giza Plateau is such an extraordinary experience, that I'm 

leaving nothing to chance. So I'm sending a professional 

photographer with you for a 30-minute photo shoot to be sure 

that you get the perfect shots. 

 

Its my way of saying Thank You for your very valued support.   

 

Across the way from the plateau lies the Marriott Mena 

House, world famous for its magnificent view of the pyramids. 

At around noon, you'll be having lunch there today at the '139 

Pavilion – Buffet'.  

 

 
 

A Vuitton Travel / EGYPT Tourism USA 

E X C L U S I V E 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/prohibited-medicine-in-egypt
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/photography-in-egypt
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/helpful-apps-youll-be-glad-you-downloaded
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/baksheesh---tipping
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Meet the Egyptians 

While Egyptians are a loud, boisterous 

pragmatic people who are accustomed 

to shrugging off life's hardships with a 

keen sense of humor, they are truly 

some of the loveliest people in the 

world. 

 

Traditionally, culture, religion, and family 

above all else still pay a very prominent 

role in everyday Egyptian society. While 

values are conservative, they're far from 

insular and are a fun-loving people who 

find any excuse for a celebration. I have 

never found one Egyptian to ever be 

stand-offish (unless there was a language 

barrier in which case that's perfectly 

acceptable).  

 

They're a people proud of their history, 

and nonchalant references are often 

made to the recent 'revolutions'. A 

booming "Salamo Aykom" (Hello and 

welcome) followed by invitations for tea 

and a chat are extended to all visitors. 

Accept those on-the-spot offers, and 

you'll experience the warm, kind, and 

effervescent side of Egyptian hospitality 

at its absolute best. 

 

If an Egyptian offers you assistance or 

advice, take it, because it comes from 

the heart. It is not given in the hopes of 

getting anything in return although an 

Egyptian Pound or two would not be 

unwelcomed (that's about US$1.20). 

 

Click Here for tips on BAKSHEESH - 

TIPPING 

 

 

 

Now you head to GEM (the Grand Egyptian Museum). 

 

For the first time GEM will display all 5398 treasures belonging 

to King Tutankhamun in one place, including his coffin. 

 

The Grand Egyptian Museum is the largest museum in the 

world dedicated to one civilization, the dazzling ancient 

Egyptian civilization. No amount of time spent at GEM will 

suffice so I recommend you carefully select those artifacts 

which are of importance for you to view carefully following 

your guides advise. 

 

My recommendations are 'the grand staircase', the treasures 

of King Tutankhamun' and 'the hall of mummies', at the very 

least. 

 

Trying to see each exhibit in the museum in one day is 

impossible. If GEM is a must-see for you, during the planning 

of your private custom-designed journey, let's plan to add 

another full-day into the itinerary for you to return to GEM 

and spend the entire day there until we transfer you back to 

your hotel.   

 

Dinner is on your own this evening. Since you are already at 

GEM, you might like to dine there in the shadow of the 

pyramids. Otherwise, review my restaurant selections under 

the To Help Plan Dinner on Day Two (Page 14) of this 

recommended itinerary. 

 

 

 

 

 
Make sure you see the treasures of King Tutankhamun at GEM 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/baksheesh---tipping
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What You'll See 

Old Cairo 

Coptic Cairo 

The Hanging Church - Saint Virgin 

Mary's Coptic Orthodox Church  

Saints Sergius and Bacchus Church – 

also known as Abu Serga  

The Babylon Fortress 

The spot where the Holy Family, 

Joseph, Mary and the infant Jesus 

Christ, rested at the end of their 

journey into Egypt 

Ben Ezra Synagogue 

Garbage City in the Mokattam Hills 

St. Simon "the tanner" Monastery 

A private catered sunset cruise on the 

Nile River in a felucca (traditional 

sailing vessel)  

 

You Must Do This! 

 

If you eat out tonight, select a 

restaurant in Zamalek. Then, after 

dinner before heading back to your 

hotel, go to the summit of the 614 ft. 

Cairo Tower for a panoramic view of 

the city for as far as the eye can see. It 

is tasteless and tacky but its open until 

midnight and the nighttime view of 

Africa's largest city is spectacular. Just 

try and avoid this on a Friday night 

because of heavy crowding. 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast / Lunch 

 

You'll appreciate the fact that today's activities start a little 

later. Remember, this is a vacation. 

 

After a hearty breakfast, you'll set off on a private tour of 

Coptic Cairo including Garbage City with its cave churches in 

the Mokattam Mountain to the south east of the city. 

 

The historical treasures of the Coptic Christian community of 

Cairo are in the captivating neighborhood of Old Cairo. There, 

you'll visit several icon-adorned churches including the 

Hanging Church dedicated to Saint Virgin Mary, and Saints 

Sergius and Bacchus Church where it is believed the holy 

family sought refuge, and several other important sites. 

 

In this treasure trove of ancient artifacts that tell the story of 

one of the world's oldest Christian communities, you'll visit the 

Ben Ezra Synagogue which, according to folklore, is located on 

the site where baby Moses was found. 

 

Lunch today is at a local restaurant where you'll enjoy both 

western and Egyptian cuisine. 

 

Later in Garbage City, you'll enter one of the most unique 

churches in the world, the cave church of St. Simon. Off the 

usual tourist route, this phenomenal church astonishes all who 

visit. 

 

You return to your hotel by way of Garden City where you 

board a private felucca (traditional sailing vessel) for a leisurely 

'catered' sunset cruise on the Nile River. Gliding along 

peacefully, the changing colors in the sky will leave you with a 

sense of awe. Not long after, you'll get to witness Cairo's night 

lights sparkling like diamonds. 

 

They say, "Once you drink from the Nile, you are destined to 

return." Please don't.  

 

If ever you wish to return to Egypt someday, simply call me! 

DAY FOUR – COPTIC CAIRO 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 
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What You'll See 

The Egyptian Museum on Tahrir Square 

(until GEM opens) 

The treasures of King Tutankhamun 

The Hall of Mummies 

A visit to Tahrir Square to learn more 

about the recent revolutions during 

the Arab Spring 

Abdeen Palace 

The Citadel 

The Mosque of Muhammad Ali 

(alabaster mosque) 

Fatimid City Gate 

El Moez Street 

Khan el-Khalili Bazaar 

Naguib Mahfouz Café 

 

Dinner 

 

Dinner is in the souk tonight at Naguib 

Mahfouz Café where Cairenes and 

travelers blend to share stories of the 

day. 

 

Named after an Egyptian writer who 

won the Nobel Prize for literature, this 

restaurant takes you back in time to 

the Fatimid era with its traditional 

ambience, lively atmosphere, and local 

food.    

 

 

Click Here and IMAGINE WHAT A VISIT 

TO EGYPT CAN DO FOR YOU 

 

 

Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner 

 

On a scheduled tour, by now you'd be en-route to Upper Egypt 

which is a pity since there is still so much to enjoy in Cairo. On 

today's full-day private tour, we start with a visit to the 

Egyptian Museum on Tahrir Square to view, amongst others, 

the treasures of the boy king Tutankhamun and the Hall of 

Mummies (remember that this will change when the Grand 

Egyptian Museum opens later in 2020), followed by the major 

sites of Islamic Cairo, the local shopping district on El Moez 

Street and the sprawling, bustling, souk of Khan el-Khalili. 

 

Reminiscent of Versailles outside of Paris, the next stop is the 

completely refurbished recently re-opened Abdeen Palace in 

downtown Cairo. The palace remains one of the official 

residences and the principal workplace of the President of 

Egypt. 

 

After lunch at a local restaurant you visit The Citadel, a 

medieval fort within which walls you visit the Mosque of 

Muhammed Ali to learn more about this magnificent alabaster 

masterpiece. From this elevation in the city, you'll enjoy one of 

the most spellbinding panoramic views of Cairo. 

 

Later, towards evening, as you enter the Fatimid city gate into 

the walled city and stroll along the length of El Moez Street, 

you feel the city come alive. It's here where you discover the 

true essence of the Islamic civilization.  This is one of the most 

amazing streets in all of Cairo; a true representation of a past 

Cairo when merchants haggled their wares to an enthusiastic 

crowd of shoppers. Between the Al-Hussain Mosque, Mosque 

of Fatima Mother of the Boy, and Mosque of Sultan Al-Ashraf 

Barsbay, you come face-to-face with the Khan el-Khalili bazaar.  

 

It's a feast for the senses. Around every corner you'll find 

another surprise. Another kaleidoscope of color. The scents of 

spices and incense. An aroma of strongly brewed coffee. All 

intertwined with a dizzying array of merchandize to satisfy the 

shopper in all of us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY FIVE – ISLAMIC CAIRO 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1MhSk0Ce4fc
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Did You Know 

There are certain nights in Cairo that you can enjoy 

an authentic Whirling Dervish performance at a 

venue located close to the Khan El-Khalili bazaar. 

As entertaining and colorful the performance is, few 

have little idea of the nature of the dance which is 

called the sema. 

It is a rare occurrence of a religious ceremony 

transcending into performance art which has been 

performed for over 700 years by the Sufi, a mystic 

order of the Islamic faith. 

Don't forget to let me know if you're interested in 

attending a performance when we're planning your 

journey so that I can allocate the appropriate time 

and day to make sure that you are free.  
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Planning It Alone? 

Click Here for 8 REASONS YOU 

SHOULD HIRE A TRAVEL ADVISOR FOR 

YOUR EGYPT JOURNEY 

 

Click Here for OF COURSE YOU CAN 

DO IT ALONE – HERE'S ANOTHER 

REASON NOT TO 

 

Click Here for WHY TRAVELERS PREFER 

CUSTOM-DESIGNED PRIVATE TRAVEL 

IN EGYPT 

 

"It takes a certain kind of person to 

travel beyond the usual cruises and 

resorts to countries that have less 

reliable infrastructures and where 

people follow a different rhythm in their 

lives. Some people who do this have 

unlimited time and don't care if they're 

stranded in the jungle for a week by a 

storm, but most travelers need more 

certainty. If you want to have a fallback 

plan when your flight is cancelled due to 

hot weather or the site you were going 

to visit is closed, it is essential that you 

use a travel planner who can cope with 

sudden changes of plans that are beyond 

everyone's control. Someone who can 

provide you with alternatives based on 

his knowledge of your interests and of 

the location to make good use of your 

limited time while you are abroad." 

 

Click Here for HOW TO CONTACT ME 

 

 

Breakfast 

 

As we progress with planning your Egyptian journey, you'll soon 

come to realize that the country's ancient rulers competed to 

outdo one another by building enormous temples across the 

land. The pyramids and Sphinx on the Giza Plateau won't be 

outdone by the temples of Karnak and Luxor further south. 

Across the Nile in the Valley of the Kings and Queens, the 

magnificence of the tombs leaves one speechless while even 

further south in Nubia, the great temples of Abu Simbel simply 

must be seen to be believed. Those may be the grandiose sites 

of the country, but you'd be missing out if you didn't go the 

extra mile to the temples of Kom Ombo, Philae, Edfu, and 

Dendera and Abydos. 

  

Temple fatigue will set in however, you can rest assured of that 

and when it does, you'll be able to replenish your energy and 

enthusiasm levels by spending time discovering the natural 

wonders of this land. Jagged mountain peaks, the meandering 

Nile River, the depths of the ocean with its abundance of coral 

and marine life and the vast expanse of the desert make you 

easily come to realize that manmade Egypt is only a fraction of 

this country's magnificent beauty. 

 

That's why I like to take a short detox break between energetic 

Cairo and Upper Egypt. Gives me time to readjust, properly 

absorb all that I have seen, and rest up to start all over again in 

Nubia. I feel sure that you will appreciate the wisdom in this 

recommendation. 

 

Only 65 miles from Cairo is El Fayoum Oasis, one of Egypt's most 

biodiverse and scenic destinations. It's the only artificial oasis in 

Egypt having not been created by a spring but rather a long, 

man-made canal which funnels water from the flooding Nile 

River to the east. Dating back from biblical times, the canal is 

aptly named "Joseph’s Canal." 

 

The ideal weather here makes the area an all-year-round 

destination with a host of exciting sites to discover or a place of 

exceptional relaxation. 

 

 

DAY SIX – EL FAYOUM OASIS 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/8-reasons-you-should-hire-a-travel-agent-for-your-egypt-journey
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/of-course-you-can-do-it-alone---heres-another-reason-not-to
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/why-travelers-prefer-custom-designed-private-travel-in-egypt
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What You'll See 

El Fayoum Oasis 

Tunis Village 

Lake Qarun 

El Fayoum pottery 

Magic Lake 

Medinet Madi temples 

Petrified Forest  

Valley of the Whales 

 

Click Here for 6 THINGS TO DO IN 

FAYOUM 

 

The Weather 

 
Egypt boasts a hot desert climate. Depending 

on your destination there are variations, but 

you can generally expect temperatures in the 

winter months (November–March) to range 

from 60-72°F climbing well over 100°F in the 

summer months (April – October). The sun can 

be absolutely sweltering in the summertime so 

if you visit during this time you will want to be 

near air conditioning or a pool. But you’ll find 

that tourist sites are less crowded, and prices 

are generally lower as it is the off-season. 

 

October until April is considered high 

season in Egypt as the weather is more 

bearable. While the temperatures are 

more manageable during the day, the 

evenings can get quite cold. 

 

At El Fayoum, I'll have you stay at my favorite spot, the Lazib Inn 
Resort & Spa. It's an intimate boutique hotel and member of 
"Small Luxury Hotels of the World."  
 
It's a perfectly delightful space in Tunis Village perched atop a 
hill with spectacular vistas of Lake Qarun. The essence of Lazib 
Inn induces a desire for complete and utter relaxation. 
 
Tunis Village was transformed in the 1980's by the Swiss potter 
Evelyn Porret who built her home there. She popularized pottery 
in the village by creating a pottery studio and today, some of the 
country's best pottery artists are to be found in El Fayoum. 
 
Your private visit to El Fayoum will include Tunis Village, Magic 
Lake where I urge you to enjoy a refreshing swim, Medinet Madi 
which holds the remains of two ancient temples said to honor 
the gods Sobek and Horus, a walk through natural history at the 
Petrified Forest where trees are believed to have grown more 
than 30 million years ago, and the Valley of the Whales, Egypt's 
finest paleontological site. 
 
The Valley of the Whales is a protected UNESCO World Heritage 
Site because of the number, quality, and accessibility of the fossil 
remains. The fossils clearly portray how the ancient ecology of 
the site stimulated the dramatic evolution of whales from land 
to marine animals. 
 
The afternoon and evening are at leisure at your luxury hotel. 
 
Transparency is important during the planning stages of your 
journey. If, after reviewing this information on El Fayoum Oasis 
you conclude that it does not appeal to you, we'll take you from 
Cairo directly to Upper Egypt. 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/6-things-to-do-in-fayoum
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What You'll See 

The Great Temple – Ramesses II at Abu 

Simbel 

The Small Temple - Queen Nefertari at 

Abu Simbel 

The Sound & Light Show at the Temple 

of Philae 

Flight Note 

Please be aware that I take care of the 

flights within Egypt for you. It is 

beneficial for all of us concerned given 

the fact that flights can and oftentimes 

do change time wise. When we control 

the internal flight arrangements, we 

can be sure that we are where we 

need to be for every required transfer. 

It's easier than having you try and 

reach us to advise of schedule changes. 

 

Click Here for EGYPTAIR LAUNCHES 

NEW FLIGHTS BETWEEN SHARM EL 

SHEIKH AND LUXOR 

  

To Help You Select 

Your Accommodation 

 

Click Here for THE ROMANCE OF 

ASWAN – OUR PREFERRED 

PROPERTIES 

 

Click Here and GET MOVING WITH 

MöVENPICK 

 

Breakfast 'To Go'. 

 

My associate will meet you at the Lazib Inn Resort & Spa (or 

your Cairo hotel if you choose not to visit El Fayoum) early this 

morning for a private transfer to Cairo International Airport.  

 

After a short comfortable flight, you’ll arrive at Aswan in 

Upper Egypt where another of my associates will meet you to 

store your luggage safely for you whilst you head further south 

to Abu Simbel. You'll be assisted with check-in for your onward 

flight and soon you'll be on your way.  

 

The moment you touch down, you meet your private guide for 

your private visit to the two massive rock temples at Abu 

Simbel on the western bank of Lake Nasser. Away from other 

visitors at the temples, you'll enjoy personal commentary on 

these monuments which were built in the 13th Century BC and 

relocated to their current location in 1968.  

 

Then you're free to wander into and out of the temples as you 

please before you return to the airport for your flight back to 

Aswan. From arrival to departure, the time spent at Abu 

Simbel is generally about 3-hours which is more than enough. 

 

Insider Tip – on the flight from Abu Simbel back to Aswan, ask 

to be pre-seated on the port (left) side of the aircraft. The 

flight path generally passes right over the temples you'll have 

just seen and you get a perfect view of them from the air. 

Have your camera ready in the hopes that the flight path does 

not change. This is the perfect example as to why you need a 

professional at your side when planning your travel 

arrangements. How else would you have known to plan with 

such detail? 

 

Back in Aswan, my associate will meet you with your luggage 

and transfer you to your hotel. 

DAY SEVEN – ABU SIMBEL & ASWAN 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/egyptair-launches-new-flights-between-sharm-el-sheikh-and-luxor
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/the-romance-of-aswan---our-preferred-properties
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/get-moving-with-mövenpick
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Interesting Reading 

Click Here for 7 CAN'T-MISS 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES IN EGYPT 

 

Click Here for PLANNING THE PERFECT 

SIGHTSEEING DAY IN ASWAN, EGYPT 

 

Click Here for ASWAN IN PICTURES: 

THE EGYPTIAN DESTINATION YOU 

SHOULD NEVER MISS 

 

Click Here for THE RIVER NILE'S 

GREATEST ATTRACTIONS FROM 

ASWAN TO LUXOR 

 

Credit Cards 

 

Hotels will accept major credit cards, 

with Visa and MasterCard having the 

widest acceptance in Egypt. Less 

commonly accepted is American 

Express. Diner's Club is rarely 

accepted in Egypt. 

 

 

 

Logic in Planning – remember that you will have woken early 

in either El Fayoum Oasis or Cairo today to travel to Aswan 

with onward connection to Abu Simbel where you spend three 

hours. Abu Simbel is so majestic that you'll want to be wide-

awake and focused for the experience. By the time you arrive 

back at Aswan, are met, and transferred to your hotel, it will 

be about 3PM. That's why I recommend an afternoon at 

leisure. By now, you'll want to have a break to catch your 

breath. This is the perfect example as to why you need a 

professional at your side when planning your travel 

arrangements. How else would you have known to plan with 

such detail? 

 

 
 

This evening, I'll reserve the Philae Temple Sound and Light 

Show for you. There, the stories of Isis, Osiris, Hathor, and 

Horus, as well as the story the Nile and of the temple itself, 

will come to life through captivating lights, music, and 

narration. This gorgeous very well-preserved temple is best 

viewed at night when you can enjoy the vivid colors that the 

harsh daylight sun dulls.  

 

If you'd like to see the temple during the daytime, that can be 

arranged as a part of your sightseeing program set for 

tomorrow. 

 

 
 

 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/7-cant-miss-archaeological-sites-in-egypt
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/planning-the-perfect-sight-seeing-day-in-aswan-egypt
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/aswan-in-pictures-the-egyptian-destination-you-should-never-miss
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/the-river-niles-greatest-attractions-from-aswan-to-luxor
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Did You Know 

That way back in WWI, the British forces who were 

stationed in Cairo at the time, introduced the game 

of golf at the Gezira Sporting Club. Later, in the 

1920's, the game moved north and was played at 

the Alexandria Sporting Club. 

Leading designers like Greg Norman, Nick Faldo and 

Gary Player have unveiled layouts in Egypt. But the 

most prolific architect in modern times in 

undoubtedly American John Sanford. Several 

projects bear his stamp of approval, including 

Madinat Makadi and the 2013 co-design of Palm 

Hills with Jack Nicklaus. 

With more than twenty golf courses in Egypt, the 

majority of which having been constructed since 

the late 1990's, why don't you consider adding a 

day to your itinerary and let me arrange a tee time 

for you that you won't find anywhere else? 
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What You'll See 

The Nubian Museum 

Elephantine Island 

The Unfinished Obelisk 

A Nubian Village 

The Mausoleum of Aga Khan 

Monastery of Saint Simeon 

Sharia-el-Souk 

 

If you like, we can add a daytime visit 

to the Temple of Philae to today's 

activities 

 

Dinner 

 

Dinner is not included today. But since 

you might find yourself in the souk 

around dinner time, the perfect spot to 

dine is Chef Kahlil, Aswan's best 

seafood restaurant in the souk. It 

offers freshly caught fish from Lake 

Nasser and the Red Sea to select from. 

Lobster (when available), shrimp, and 

sea bass are all popular choices.  

 

 

Mövenpick Properties 

in Egypt 

 

Click Here for THEIR NINE LUXURIOUS 

RESORT PROPERTIES IN EGYPT 

 

Breakfast / Lunch 

 

I think that Aswan is a rather romantic little spot. It's an easy 

town to maneuver around. 

 

I like you to get an early start to the day to visit the sights. The 

Nubian Museum, as its name implies, is filled with historical and 

cultural artifacts of ancient Nubia, like statues of Ramses II and 

the black granite head of Taharqa. It has exhibits explaining how 

the ancient sites were saved from the rising waters of Lake 

Nasser as well as photographs of artifacts lost forever under the 

lake's water.  

 

Today you will see Elephantine Island, the Unfinished Obelisk, a 

Nubian Village, and take a felucca cruise to the West Bank to 

visit the Mausoleum of Aga Khan. It's also the perfect 

opportunity for you to experience an Egyptian grill so I'll bring 

you to Al-Makka for lunch. This is my special place to enjoy kofta 

kebabs or a mouthwatering mixed grill of steak or lamb, 

vegetables, French fries or rice, with an endless supply of warm 

pita bread hummus and baba ghanoush. 

 

I'll schedule a sunset camel ride on the west bank when the day 

starts to cool off so you can gaze at mesmerizing views of the 

colorful sky beyond the sand dunes as you meander along 

toward the gloriously photogenic Monastery of Saint Simeon. 

 

After sundown is the ideal time to see Sharia-el-Souk in the 

downtown district at its liveliest. The souk has African, Egyptian, 

and Middle Eastern goods in a hassle-free atmosphere, unlike 

the pressure you may feel from the stallholders in other places. 

This gives you the opportunity to browse for the perfect gifts 

and souvenirs. You'll have a choice of scarves, traditional robes, 

silver pieces, baskets, perfume, and spices.  Nubian needlework 

and jewelry are local specialties. When in doubt, this market is 

known for its spices with its mounds of turmeric, peanuts, 

henna, and multi-colored peppercorns. 

DAY EIGHT – ASWAN 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/get-moving-with-mövenpick
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The distance between Aswan and Luxor is 148 miles. That's 122 miles shorter than the distance between 

Los Angeles and Las Vegas. Difference is the conditions of the roads. Driving the 270-mile distance 

between Los Angeles and Las Vegas via I-15 N takes about 3 hours and 50 minutes. Driving the 148-mile 

distance between Aswan and Luxor takes about 3 hours and 20 minutes. Add to that the fact that there 

are two major sites to see between Aswan and Luxor. 

 

Heading north, first off there's the Temple of Kom Ombo, an unusual double temple in the town of Kom 

Ombo in Aswan Governorate, Upper Egypt. This temple was dedicated to the crocodile god Sobek and 

the falcon-headed god, Horus. Further on is the Temple of Edfu located in Edfu on the west bank of the 

Nile River. One must visit both. 

 

 

 

Now that you understand the geography of the region, the next step is to discuss how to travel from 

Aswan to Luxor (or vice versa). There are several modes. 

 

By Train – unless you're going to sling a backpack over your shoulder and hoof it around Egypt on a 

dollar fifty a day (in which case you'd not be a passenger of mine), I'd never recommend the train. 

 

By Felucca – go back one!  

 

By Road – I am finding that more and more passengers prefer this option unless they are 'die hard' 

cruisers. Driving gets you from point A to point B in a day, you don't miss the sites along the day, you can 

visit those sites for as long as you like (remember that these are private arrangements), and you get to 

experience rural Egyptian life while driving through the countryside. 

 

On a Nile Cruise – my passengers find that the downside to selecting a Nile cruise is the fact that they 

are going to be following a preplanned group schedule with limited personal time. Cruises generally last 

for 3, 4, 5 or 7-nights. You'll be mingling with strangers from all around the world for cocktail parties, 

high tea, fancy dress parties, meals, and all sightseeing. And remember that the sightseeing is ultimately 

on 'their' time, not yours. That becomes difficult to adjust to since everything you will have enjoyed in 

your itinerary up until this point will be 'private and exclusive' and to your pace. Unless you feel 

completely sure that you can adjust to 'mingling', then a Nile River cruise might not be for you – think 

that one through carefully before making a final decision or call me – let's talk about it. 

  

If it is decided that a cruise must be included in the itinerary, there are a handful of cruise companies 

that I will work with due to their excellence in service, luxury, and class. Here are the types of Nile River 

cruise vessels I am happy to reserve in no order of preference. They're offer the same level of 

exceptional service and quality as we strive to offer at our company.  

 

HEADING NORTH FROM ASWAN TO LUXOR 
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MS Oberoi Philae 

Nile Cruiser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sanctuary Sun Boat III 

Nile Cruiser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MS Oberoi Zahra 

Nile Cruiser 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sanctuary Sun Boat IV 

Nile Cruiser 
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On a Dahabiya – finally, for a romantic and truly authentic experience, you might enjoy taking a step 

back in time and cruise the Nile aboard a luxury dahabiya, an updated version of the large sail-powered 

craft which were popular with the Egyptian aristocracy during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Normally outfitted with only six to ten cabins, dahabiyas come with all the mod-cons including private 

en-suite bathrooms with showers, indoor and outdoor dining and lounge areas, and a full kitchen staff. 

On board a dahabiya, you'll sail the Nile in leisurely comfort away from the crowds. With no onboard 

engine, you'll experience a tranquil voyage with no vibrations, the way the ancients sailed. Nowadays, 

dahabiya cruises generally last for 5-nights. Given the size of the vessel, they are perfect for charters for 

a group of friends or better yet, multi-generational travel. Imagine grandparents with their children and 

grandchildren on their own private dahabiya on the Nile. 

Since dahabiyas can only dock on the west bank of the Nile, passengers get to explore temples and 

tombs others don't get to see in addition to the usual must-see sites. You'll stop at local villages and 

idyllic islands during your leisurely voyage and even get to swim in the Nile – now there's an experience 

you can brag about! NOTE – I said YOU, not ME!  

When you're not onshore exploring, you can relax in a hammock in the shade, reading up on ancient 

Egyptian history from the library. Or simply sit on deck watching the unpredictable sights that appear in 

the lush fertile lands that line the famous river. What makes a dahabiya Nile cruise so thrilling, is the fact 

that you enjoy a side of Egypt that isn't accessible any other way. 

From the morning when you wake to the mooring sounds, to seeing a local farmer's water buffalos, your 

every sense starts to absorb the sights and sounds of this ancient land. The ultimate beauty of sailing on 

a dahabiya is that you barely encounter a large crowd wherever you go which buys right into my ethos 

of 'privacy and exclusivity' in custom-designed private travel. 

 

 

 

  

There is no more joyful sight nor sweeter 

sound than the beaming smiles and excited 

yells of the children in the early morning light 

as they run barefoot down to the shore to 

celebrate their joy of your arrival. 
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Given the typical size of a 

dahabiya, they can only 

accommodate 

approximately 16 guests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This makes dahabiya 

charter the perfect 

solution for a small 

private group or a multi-

generational family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine you, your 

children, and your 

grandchildren enjoying a 

Nile cruise with your own 

Captain and crew, 

Egyptologist, and chef.  
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What You'll See 

The Temple of Kom Ombo 

The Temple of Horus 

Rural Egyptian life 

 

Your Final Documentation 
Will Include Information On 

Language 

Climate 

Local Time 

Water 

Shopping 

Suggested Packing 

Cell phone sim cards 

Other smart travel items to pack 

Since you don't need that information 

yet, let's focus on your routing, your 

accommodation, and the amazing 

things you'll be seeing and eating. In 

other words, let's work on the big, 

iconic, I-can't believe-I'm-seeing-this 

moments as well as the unscripted, 

unexpected, and serendipitous ones.  

 

Do You Realize  
That you should start planning your 

private custom-designed journey to 

Egypt approximately 8 – 9-months 

ahead of your intended departure?  

 Breakfast / Lunch 
 
Because most of my passengers choose to travel between Aswan 
and Luxor by air-conditioned luxury vehicle, I am using that 
example of transport in this itinerary. Remember though that 
this is an example of custom-designed private travel and is not 
written in stone. We will re-imagine this itinerary into an 
experience-based story (your story) that, at its best, will be 
perfect for you. 
 
Along with an associate of mine, you leave Aswan shortly after 
breakfast and head north. Just thirty miles into the journey, you 
arrive into Kom Ombo your first stop and a visit to the unusual 
double Temple of Kom Ombo. One temple is dedicated to the 
crocodile god Sobek and the other, the falcon god, Horus. 
 
After some time there, next comes the Temple of Horus at Edfu 
on the west bank forty miles north of Kom Ombo. 
 
The final stretch for the day is the last seventy-five miles to 
Luxor. There, the luxury spa at the stylish Hilton Luxor Resort & 
Spa on the bank of the Nile River (always without question my 
number one choice for my passengers) eagerly awaits your 
arrival. You're anticipated to arrive between 4 and 5 in the 
afternoon. 
 
Inspired by Egypt's ancient culture and tranquil beauty, the Spa 
becomes a heavenly haven after the day's journey. There, you 
are cared for from head to toe, with signature treatments in 
modern facilities. 
 
I encourage you take this time to enjoy the pools, the spa, the 
riverside and the manicured lawns and terraces of this exquisite 
property to recharge your energy for what lies ahead tomorrow. 
 
The Hilton Luxor Resort and Spa is unquestionably my personal, 
preferred hotel property in Luxor. The facilities are exquisite and 
the services many. You'll find breakfast served at Rosetta, while 
lunch and dinner are served at Olives. I make a point of enjoying 
an exotic Eastern cuisine dinner at Silk Road or right at the river's 
edge. Once you get to know the intimacy of the property, you'll 
make choices that are right for you. 
 

 
 

DAY NINE – LUXOR 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 
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39 | P a g e  
 

 

What You'll See 

Balloon flight over the Necropolis of 

Thebes 

Mortuary Temple of Hatshepsut 

Valley of the Kings 

Tombs of Seti I (KV17), Ramses V & VI 

(KV9), and Tutankhamun (KV62) 

Tombs of the Nobles 

Ramesseum 

Valley of the Queens 

Tomb of Queen Nefertari (QV66) 

Howard Carter house 

Colossi of Memnon 

 

With Time to Spare 
 

If you have the stamina after the early 

morning and the full day, there are a 

few more lesser exciting sites to see. 

Do not feel cheated if you decide to 

not visit this short list. Seeing all the 

above will most certainly delight you. 

 

Mortuary Temple of Seti I 

Mortuary Temple Ramesses III 

Valley of the Artisans 

Abandoned village of el-Qurna 
 

Additional Tombs 
 

Ramesses VII – KV1  Ramesses IV – KV2      

Ramesses IX – KV6   Merneptah – KV8    

Ramesses III – KV 11  Seti II – KV15  

Tausert and Setnakht – KV14 Siptah – KV47  

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast / Lunch 
 
By now, you will have come to realize that Egypt is an early 
morning destination. By noon time, the temperatures are so 
high, particularly in the summer months, that you'll want 
respite from the sun. That's one of the reasons that you leave 
early this morning. The other is to avoid the crowded sites 
when the laden Nile River cruise tour busses arrive. 
 
Fortunately on a private custom-designed journey, you can 
avoid the crowds merely by changing the direction in which 
you see the sites. My associates are past masters at 
negotiating crowd control. 
 
You're driven to the Nile docks early this morning to board a 
'general' river crossing. Coffee is served on board and (trust 
me), very welcomed. Crossing the river takes a few minutes. 
On the west bank, you're driven to the mornings balloon 
launch site to watch the inflation of the balloons. Soon (in your 
private balloon) you gently rise over the funerary Temple of 
Hatshepsut and glide along in the crisp morning air as the sun 
rises as it has for eons over the Nile River. 
 
Later, after breakfast, you continue directly to the Temple of 
Hatshepsut. This three-tiered temple is in the Deir el-Bahari 
cliffs and is dedicated to Queen Hatshepsut, one of Egypt's 
most influential rulers. Other temples in this area are those of 
Tuthmosis III and Mentuhotep II. Arriving ahead of the crowds, 
your photo opportunities are excellent this time of the 
morning. 
 
In the Valley of the Kings, while others scramble to enter the 
complex and decide which of the 60+ tombs to visit, you'll be 
escorted into the Visitor's Center for a brief introduction to 
the Valley.  
 
My passengers have immediate access to the tombs of Seti I 
(KV17), Ramses V & VI (KV9), and Tutankhamun (KV62). These 
are unquestionably the most important and most exquisite 
tombs in the valley. You may visit another three tombs from 
the Additional Tombs list to the right. As tombs are under 
constant renovation, these tombs are scheduled to be open in 
2020. This information is subject to change without notice. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

DAY TEN – NECROPOLIS OF THEBES 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 
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Egyptian Cuisine 

Egyptian cuisine explodes with fresh hearty 

flavors bearing influences from North 

Africa, the Mediterranean and the Middle 

East. It's non-fussy, wholesome comfort 

food at its finest where seasonal produce 

features in the starring role. Restaurant 

menus generally feature kebabs with 

simple meze-style plates of crispy salads 

and dips. Heavier specialties include 

mahshi (stuffed vegetables) and fatteh 

(chicken or beef with rice and bread, all 

immersed in a garlic sauce), and the more 

adventurous hamam (pigeon) and 

molokhia (a glutinous mallow-leaf stew). 

Of course, western cuisine features 

prominently at all the major hotels. 

  

Do try Egyptian desserts – you'll thank me 

for that recommendation. 

 

 

 

Click Here for FOOD IN EGYPT: 13 

DELICIOUS DISHES AND DRINKS YOU 

SHOULDN'T MISS 

 

Click Here for 12 DELICIOUS EGYPTIAN 

DESSERTS YOU SHOULD TRY 

 

Click Here for tips on BAKSHEESH – 

TIPPING 

 

Click Here and IMAGINE WHAT A VISIT 

TO EGYPT CAN DO FOR YOU 

 

Click Here and IMAGINE WHAT A VISIT 

TO EGYPT CAN DO FOR YOU 

 

 

 

By now, I am sure that you have come to realize that a half day 
tour of the west bank (which is typical of a Nile River cruise 
tour) is simply insufficient if you want to really "see" Egypt and 
not just "do it". 
 
It's time to break for lunch to sample Egyptian Mediterranean 
cuisine at a local restaurant. 
 
Then you set off to the Ramesseum and the Valley of the 
Queens. Once again, my passengers will have immediate 
access to the spectacular tomb of Queen Nefertari (QV66). The 
main wadi contains 91 tombs. If you decide to view any of the 
others, I'd recommend you see them before you see 
Nefertari's Tomb because after that, everything else pales in 
comparison. 
 
You'll spend time at the house of the British archaeologist, 
Howard Carter, who became world-famous for discovering the 
tomb of King Tutankhamun in 1922. There, you'll view his 
study, living quarters and you'll see the camera used for 
photographing the interior of Tutankhamun's tomb. On site 
there is a full-size replica of Tutankhamun’s tomb. 
 
Heading home later this afternoon you'll see the Colossi of 
Memnon, massive stone statues of Pharaoh Amenhotep III, 
which have stood at the entrance of the Necropolis of Thebes 
since 1350 BC. 
 
If you're up to it (and honestly, chances are that are you not), 
you can try and see a few of the additional sites under "With 
Time to Spare" a page back. Again, if you've had your fill, feel 
comfortable that you have unquestionably experienced the 
very best of the West Bank on today's private tour. 
 
Another short boat ride across the Nile and you’re back at 
your hotel where you'll undoubtedly welcome the fresh water 
of the outdoor pools before retiring for a break until dinner. 
  
Now that you have visited the Necropolis of Thebes on the 
west bank of Luxor, I'd recommend you relax with a cocktail at 
sundown to watch the sun set and the illumination of the 
necropolis from the comfort of your hotel as a golden glow 
illuminates all that you have seen today across the river. 
 

 
 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/food-in-egypt-13-delicious-dishes-and-drinks-you-shouldnt-miss
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/12-delicious-egyptian-desserts-you-should-try
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/baksheesh---tipping
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlfmTd0GCeI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i26a9I7RhMU
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What You'll See 

Luxor Souk 

Sofitel Winter Palace Luxor – High Tea 

Temple of Luxor 

Avenue of the Sphinxes 

Temple of Karnak – Sound & Light 

Show 

 

 

Voltage  

 

The voltage in the United States is 120 

volts but 220 volts in Egypt. If your US 

charger or converter appliance can't 

handle dual voltage, then you need a 

suitable power converter for Egypt 

which allows a 120-volt US device to 

work in a 220-volt outlet. 

 

 

 

You Know Murphy Right  
 

They say you don't need to let them 

know when you travel abroad – I'm 

talking about the Credit Card 

companies. Well Murphy and I ignore 

them and always without fail call to tell 

them when I leave, when I return and 

where I am traveling. Trust me, the day 

you don't do that is when all kinds of 

new fresh drama will descend upon 

you and really, do you need that drama 

on vacation? Make the Call!  

 

 

 

 

Breakfast / British Afternoon High Tea 
 
Today is a much slower day. It's usually the last day of a Classic 
Tour of Egypt before heading home or extending your trip. Get 
up at leisure and enjoy breakfast. There are a couple of 
fabulously inviting outdoor pools and one of the world's top 
spas to enjoy at the Hilton Luxor Resort & Spa so laze around. 
 
After lunch, my associate will meet you for an early afternoon 
visit to the Luxor Bazaar. There, you can shop for unique arts 
and crafts made from alabaster, brass, copper, hand-carved 
wood and pottery made in villages of Hejaza and Garagos, 
aromatic oils from Quz, beadwork from Sinai, hand-blown 
glass, Akhmim table linen, beading from the west bank in 
Luxor, and recycled glass and paper from Cairo. It's a shopper's 
delight. 
 
Strolling around the bazaar also helps to work up an appetite 
which is what'll you'll need because I'm taking you to British 
Afternoon High Tea on the Nile Terrace at the Old Winter 
Palace Hotel, a historic British colonial-era 5-star luxury resort 
hotel located on the banks of the River Nile. 
 
After tea, you stroll along the Corniche to the Luxor Temple. 
Your guide will plan to arrive there with about an hour to go 
before sunset so that you start by visiting the temple in the 
daylight. Once the sun goes down, the temple becomes 
illuminated and you enter a completely different world. 
 
The last stop of the day is as Lonely Planet put it, "The highly 
kitsch sound and light show at the Temple of Karnak, a 1½-
hour Hollywood-style extravaganza that recounts the history 
of Thebes and the lives of the many pharaohs who built there 
in honor of Amun. It's worth a visit particularly for a chance to 
walk through the beautifully lit temple at night." I agree. Kitsch 
it is but it is a thrill to walk through the hypostyle hall columns 
as they illuminate as stories of the ancients are told.  
 
If you would like to visit the Temple of Karnak and the Avenue 
of Sphinxes during the day, I'd be more than happy to shuffle 
the day around to accommodate your request. 
 
As the day comes to an end, you return to the Luxor Hilton 
Resort & Spa to pack and get ready for your onward travel 
arrangements tomorrow. 

DAY ELEVEN – LUXOR 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 
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44 | P a g e  
 

 See More of Egypt 

Let's assume that your private custom-designed 

journey in Egypt was exactly as explained in this 

twelve-day itinerary.  You'll end your journey in 

Luxor in the center of the country which is the 

perfect geographical location to extend in any 

direction.  

 

From here, I would hesitatingly come home. 

Rather I'd stay and see more. Because of where 

I am, I'd add one or more of the following 

relatively close by destinations. The number 

behind each destination indicates how many 

nights I think you should allocate to fully enjoy 

the experience. 
 

Dendera & Abydos – 1 in Luxor 

Al Kharga Oasis – 3 at Solymar 

Pioneers   

Marsa Alam – 4  

Hurghada – 4  

Sharm El-Sheikh, South Sinai – 4  

Dahab, South Sinai – 4 at Jaz Dahabeya   

Alexandria – 4 at Four Seasons Hotel 

Alexandria at San Stefano  

El Alamein – 3 or 4 at either Iberotel 

Borg El Arab or Rixos Alamein   

Almaza Bay, Marsa Matruh – 4 or 5  

Siwa Oasis – 5 or 6 at Taziry Eco-Lodge 

or Adrère Amellal 

Petra, Jordan – 2 

'Our Kempinski Initiative' 

 

Read on for my continued advice on 

'things to do', 'places to stay', 'why I 

suggest this length of time', and more. 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

Breakfast 
 
My associate will meet you this morning for your private air-
conditioned transfer to Luxor International Airport for the 
departure of your flight to Cairo. Remember that I take care of 
the flights within Egypt for you. It's therefore important for 
you to let me know what your accurate international arrival 
and departure flight information is (just email me the E-
Tickets) so that I can reserve your flight back to Cairo at an 
appropriate time. 
 
Again, such attention to detail for your comfort is another 
example why you need a professional at your side when 
planning your travel arrangements. 
 
For this exercise, let's assume that you are traveling back to 
New York City JFK on board EgyptAir. At check-in at Luxor 
International Airport, my associate will tag your luggage 
through to JFK so that you do not need to claim it at Cairo 
International Airport. There (at CAI), you simply transfer from 
your arrival flight to your departure flight and soon you'll be 
home safe and sound with a lifetime of memories to share 
with your family, friends, and coworkers.  

DAY TWELVE – DEPART LUXOR OR 

EXTEND AND SEE MORE OF EGYPT 

[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/kempinski-initiative
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THE EGYPTIAN WORK WEEK 
 
In Egypt, the work week starts on a Sunday and ends on a Thursday. Friday is the sacred day of 

worship and congregation. While Friday is a special day for Muslims, it is not considered a day of 

rest or a "Sabbath." All the sites are open, and life goes on, on Fridays. It is worth noting that the 

major monuments close before sunset. In the winter months days are significantly shorter than 

in the summer months. Traveling during the holy month of Ramadan also shortens the day as 

locals who observe will need to return home to break their daily fast at sunset. 

 

EGYPTIAN PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 2020 

 

Eastern Orthodox Christmas   Jan 7, 2020 

January 25 Revolution Day             Jan 25, 2020 

National Police Day             Jan 25, 2020 

Sham El Nessim - Easter    Likely Apr 20, 2020 

Sinai Liberation Day             Apr 25, 2020 

Labor Day     May 1, 2020 

Eid al-Fitr     Likely May 23 – 26, 2020* 

June 30 Uprising in Egypt   Jun 30, 2020 

Revolution Day     Jul 23, 2020 

Eid al-Adha     Likely Jul 30 – Aug 3, 2020* 

Islamic New Year    Likely Aug 19 – 20, 2020* 

Armed Forces Day    Oct 6, 2020 

Mawlid Likely      Oct 28 – 29, 2020* 

* Starts/ends in the evening 

 

RAMADAN 

 

The 9th month of the Islamic Calendar, Ramadan commemorates the time of year when Allah 
(Arabic for "God") first began revealing passages of the holy Koran (the Islamic Holy Book) to the 
prophet Mohammed. As the Islamic calendar is dictated by lunar events, the dates of Ramadan 
change each year. Ramadan is the highlight of the Islamic year, a month-long festival 
characterized by both great restraint and great indulgence. If you're lucky enough to travel in 
Egypt during Ramadan, you're likely to see Egyptians at their most generous. The customary 
greeting to be recited wherever possible is Ramadan Karim-–"Have a generous Ramadan". 
 

 

 

VARIOUS TOPICS OF INFORMATION I'M SURE YOU'LL APPRECIATE 
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It is a time when Muslims refrain from eating, drinking, smoking and sexual activity between 
sunrise and sunset every day as an act of sacrifice that reminds them of the challenges of the 
poor. To ensure energy levels are maintained throughout the day, Muslims will rise early before 
sunrise to fuel their bodies with food before the fasting begins. As sunset is called by the 
Mosques, who are in turn notified by Mecca (the Saudi Arabian center of the Muslim world), 
observers join with the families to break the fast with gigantic feasts called Iftar. The end of the 
month is commemorated with a three-day festival called Eid-ul-Fitr. 
  
Understanding how difficult it must be fasting whilst others eat, please be mindful of those 

around you at lunch time. Also, be mindful of anyone in the service industry (guides, site 

curators etc.) and try not detain them unnecessarily toward sunset allowing them enough time 

to get home in order to break their fast. 

 

RAMADAN – implications for travel 

 

Many guidebooks will tell you to avoid this period and indeed there are some negative 
implications for travel in Egypt during Ramadan. However, if you travel primarily to experience 
and enjoy new cultures, then there are few more colorful and vibrant occasions to be in Egypt. 
 
First, the negative: historic sites may close earlier and restaurants outside of tourist resorts may 
open only late in the evening or not at all. Alcohol is significantly harder to come by, but by no 
means impossible (the major hotel chains and resorts will stock up for the occasion), and 
transport schedules may be disrupted. It's prudent to travel by bus in the morning as drivers will 
be fasting and concentration wanes in the afternoon. Some tourist attractions will close an hour 
earlier than normal during Ramadan, but this won't affect your travel plans much, as your guide 
will be aware of the schedules. 
  
That said, now the pros: Ramadan is like a month-long Christmas, and cities and towns are 
decorated accordingly for the entire period. Observers are generally in a good mood and 
particularly hospitable (Egyptians are some of the planet’s most hospitable people anyway!), 
although admittedly this diminishes towards the end of the month as the fasting takes its toll. As 
Ramadan is about generosity and appreciation, huge tables full of traditional Egyptian food are 
erected in the street every evening for iftar. The food is funded by donations from the wealthy in 
aid of the poor. Music, singing, and entertainment go on long into the night.  Although as a 
visitor you will not be expected to fast, if you make the effort to meet Egyptians there is every 
probability that you'll be invited to join an evening feast. If you're in Cairo, you'll have the 
opportunity to witness the capital at its most peaceful. As the sunsets and the minarets start 
calling across the city, the inhabitants vacate the streets to pray and eat with their families. Cairo 
is rapidly transformed into an eerie ghost town for an hour or two and visitors are treated to a 
rarity--a moment of peace and quiet in Africa’s largest city. 

VARIOUS TOPICS OF INFORMATION I'M SURE YOU'LL APPRECIATE 
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RAMADAN CALENDAR  

  
Year   First Day of Ramadan  Last Day of Ramadan 

2020   April 24    May 23 

2021   April 13    May 12 

2022   April 03    May 02 

2023   March 23   April 21 

2024   March 11   April 09 

2025   March 01   March 30 

2026   February 18   March 19 

2027   February 08   March 09 

2028   January 28   February 26 

2029   January 16   February 14 

 

ETIQUETTE AND SOCIAL CUSTOMS IN EGYPT 

 
 

MEETING ETIQUETTE 

 

Greetings are based on both class and the religion of the person. 

It is best to follow the lead of the Egyptian you are meeting. 

Handshakes are the customary greeting among individuals of the same gender.  

Handshakes are somewhat limp and prolonged, although they are always given with a hearty 

smile and direct eye contact. 

Once a relationship has been developed, it is common to kiss on one cheek and then the other 

while shaking hands, men with men and women with women. 

In any greeting between men and women, the women must extend her hand first. If she does 

not, a man should bow his head in greeting. 

 

GIFT GIVING ETIQUETTE 

 

If you are invited to an Egyptian's home for dinner, bring good quality chocolates, sweets or 

pastries to the hostess. 

Do not give flowers, which are usually reserved for weddings or the ill, unless you know that the 

hosts would appreciate them. 

A small gift for the children shows affection. 

Always give gifts with the right hand or both hands if the gift is heavy. 

Gifts are not opened when received. 

 

VARIOUS TOPICS OF INFORMATION I'M SURE YOU'LL APPRECIATE 
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DINING ETIQUETTE 

 

If you are invited into an Egyptian's house, you would normally remove your shoes before 

entering. 

Dress well and conservatively as appearances are important to Egyptians. 

Compliment the host on the house. 

 

TABLE MANNERS 

 

In Egypt, it is socially appropriate to wait for the host of hostess to tell you where to sit. 

Always eat with the right hand only. 

It is considered a sincere compliment to take second helpings of the meal. 

Also, always show appreciation for the meal. 

Salting your meal is considered completely unnecessary. 

When you're done it is appropriate to leave a small amount of food on your plate or they will 

keep filling it for you. 

 

FAMILY VALUES 

 

The family is the most significant unit of Egyptian society. 

Kinship plays an important role in all social relations. 

The individual is always subordinate to the family, tribe or group. 

Nepotism is viewed positively, since it is patronage of one's family. 

The family consists of both the nuclear and the extended family. 

 

EGYPTIAN HONOR 

 

Honor is an important facet of interpersonal relationships. 

Respect and esteem for people is both a right and an obligation. 

An individual's honor is intricately entwined with the reputation and honor of everyone in their 

family. 

Honor requires that Egyptians demonstrate hospitality to friends and guests. 

It also dictates that people dress as well as their financial circumstances allow, and show proper 

respect and deference to their elders and those in authority. 
 

A man's word is considered his bond and to go back on your word is to bring dishonor 

to your family. 

VARIOUS TOPICS OF INFORMATION I THINK YOU'LL APPRECIATE 
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May I Recommend that you stay longer? Here's my 

personal recommendation of extensions to enhance 

your already perfect journey in Egypt; 

 

DENDERA & ABYDOS 

AL KHARGA OASIS 

MARSA ALAM 

HURGHADA 

SHARM EL-SHEIKH 

DAHAB 

ALEXANDRIA 

EL ALAMEIN 

MARSA MATRUH 

SIWA OASIS 

PETRA - JORDAN 

OUR 'KEMPINSKI INITIATIVE' 
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DENDERA & ABYDOS – If my time permitted, I'd extend my trip by 1-night and use the 
opportunity to take a private overland tour to Dendera and Abydos to the north of 
Luxor. Since I am already geographically in the region with little chance of a return visit 
in the immediate future, I think it would be a pity to mis seeing two majestic temples 
in Upper Egypt. 

This would be the perfect time to visit the Great Temple of Abydos also known as the 
temple of Seti I, the Osireion, and the Dendera Temple complex. 

As is typical on a private full-day tour, I'll have a highly qualified Egyptologist with me 
for the day. Lunch would be enjoyed at a local restaurant. And I would reside that the 
same hotel I had used in Luxor which in this case would be The Hilton Luxor Resort and 
Spa.  

This extension would most certainly be time well spent.  
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AL KHARGA OASIS – If I could afford to be away for a little longer, I'd extend my 
journey and head west into the desert away from the Nile Valley for a 2 or 3-night stay 
at Al Kharga Oasis. Al Kharga, one of five oases in Egypt's Western Desert and would 
serve as my 'place to relax' and as my gateway to the great sea of sand either via 
quadbike, 4X4 or the traditional (my preferred way) by camelback. 
 
There's no doubt of it. I'd stay at Solymar Pioneers at Al Kharga. Investing my time 
wisely, I'd make time to visit the 6th century BC Temple of Hibis, the Necropolis of El 
Bagawat (a Christian cemetery and church), Deir Mustafa Kashef (a Coptic Christian 
Monetary), and the Roman fortress-temple of An-Nadura, all on a private tour with an 
experienced guide. 
 
Naturally, I would make time to rest and relax. 
 
Click Here for more on SOLYMAR PIONEERS – DESERT RHYTHMS 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/solymar-pioneers---desert-rhythms
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MARSA ALAM – in color psychology, turquoise controls and heals the emotions creating 

balance and stability. That's why I recommend a 4- or 5-night extension to the Red Sea area or 

Marsa Alam. As an up-and-coming diving hotspot, it is renowned for its sandy beaches, coral 

reefs, and turquoise ocean. U-shaped Abu Dabab Bay is known for its sea turtles and dugongs 

(sea cows) and it's there where I'd spend my time diving between relaxing on pristine beaches, 

enjoying Ayurvedic spa treatments, and enjoying Souk Coraya with its vendors, performers and 

fresh dining concepts. 

 

I'd also make sure to visit Wadi el Gemal National Park to the south where the eco-system 

encompasses desert, seagrass beds, reefs and islands. For the ultimate in luxurious 

accommodation, I'd request a sea-facing room at a 5-star property with its own private beach. 

If you've come this far, backtrack to Port Ghalib for the best stargazing in all of Egypt. 

 

Click Here for my recommendation STEIGENBERGER CORAYA BEACH (ADULTS ONLY) – MARSA 

ALAM 

 

Click Here for my recommendation OVERLOOKING TURQUOISE WATERS – THE TOP HOTELS IN 

MARSA ALAM 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/steigenberger-coraya-beachadults-only---marsa-alam
https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/overlooking-turquoise-waters---the-top-hotels-in-marsa-alam
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HURGHADA has transformed from a sleepy fishing village to a booming resort town on the Red 

Sea. 

Activities here include sun, sun, sun, fun, fun, fun, watersports, diving, snorkeling, kiteboarding, 

jet skiing, golfing and finally – spa time! 

If you're looking for a relaxing break after an intense Egypt journey, taking a load off in 

Hurghada is not a bad idea at all. Down under in the Red Sea you can jet ride through a barrage 

of color on a submarine excursion or take a day trip out to Giftun Island for lunch and 

snorkeling.  

Need a little more action, then arrange a quad bike trip into the desert or better still, on the 

famous 'ships of the desert', by camelback.  

From Soma Bay to Makadi Bay to El Gouna, I've got the perfect place for you for a stay for as 

long as you’d like. Click Here for LA MAISON BLEUE, EL GOUNA. 

Hurghada is jam-packed with fabulous hotel resort properties. Once we start your reservation 

and I get to know you and understand your likes and dislikes is when I will recommend a short 

list of hotels I know will delight you, with confidence or keep checking my evolving BLOG. 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/red-sea-resorts-we-love---la-maison-bleue-el-gouna
https://vuittontravel.com/news
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SHARM EL-SHEIKH is one of my favorite top spots in Egypt when I am in the mood for long lazy 

days at the pool, boating, snorkeling, or diving. Add to that effervescent nightlife and you have 

the 'capital of fun' at the tip of the Sinai Peninsula. Sharm is known for its sheltered sandy 

beaches, clear waters, and coral reefs with the palm tree-lined promenade of Naama Bay filled 

with bars and restaurants. 

But there's more. Sightseeing must include the Mustafa Mosque, the Heavenly Cathedral, Nabq 

protected area, Sahaba Mosque in the old market and further south, Ras Mohamed Nature 

Reserve. A popular late afternoon activity is a drive in the desert by quadbike and a favorite 

nighttime activity dinner and star gazing with the Bedouins. 

Sharm (and nearby Dahab) have you perfectly located for a visit to Saint Catherine's Monastery 

at the mouth of a gorge at the foot of the majestic Mount Sinai. This area is rich in history and 

religious significance and pilgrims from around the world claim that the view from the summit 

at sunrise is an experience which will never be forgotten. 

Sharm El-Sheikh is jam-packed with fabulous hotel resort properties. Once we start your 

reservation and I get to know you and understand your likes and dislikes is when I will 

recommend a short list of hotels I know will delight you, with confidence. 
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DAHAB is approximately 50-miles to the north of Sharm El-Sheikh on the Gulf of Aqaba. Formerly a 

Bedouin fishing village, it is now considered as one of Egypt's most treasured diving destinations. 

I would not stay at both Sharm El-Sheikh AND Dahab but rather select one or the other. For 

professional divers, Dahab would be my first choice, and my length of stay would depend on how 

many days I'd like to dive. 

Like Sharm to the south, you're perfectly located for a visit to Saint Catherine's Monastery at the 

mouth of a gorge at the foot of the majestic Mount Sinai. The area which is rich in history and 

religious significance draws pilgrims from around the world who attempt to summit the mountain 

for sunrise. 

The Blue Hole is popular with experienced divers and as you'd imagine, there are opportunities for 

camel safaris and horseback rides through the desert canyons for a traditional Bedouin tea. 

Increasingly popular nowadays are classes in yoga, qi gong and meditation. Itineraries for spiritual 

travelers are planned to coincide with a 'full-moon' to enhance the overall wellbeing experience.  

Here, an underwater museum was created to reduce pressure on coral and marine life, and it's 

become a magnet for tourism. You can visit Dahab on a private day tour from Sharm El-Sheikh. If you 

do, add on the Colored Canyon further north for Mother Nature at Her best.  
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ALEXANDRIA is fondly known to those who love her as 'The Pearl of the Mediterranean'. Once 

a sleeping fishing village immortalized by Homer, Alexander the Great swooped in, instructed 

change, and left. He never stayed long enough to witness the construction of his glorious 

legacy.  

And still today, tourists believe that they can 'do' Alexandria as a full day tour from Cairo. That's 

ridiculous. I deal with travelers who understand the need for at least 3-nights in this port city 

that just never sleeps. The city was home to a lighthouse ranking among the Seven Wonders of 

the Ancient World as well as a storied library which has reincarnated in the disc-shaped, 

ultramodern Bibliotheca Alexandrina. It proudly boasts Greco-Roman landmarks, old-world 

cafés, and sandy beaches.  

I won't let you miss a private tour to see the Citadel of Quaitbay, Montaza Palace, Bibliotheca 

Alexandrina, the Catacombs of Kom El Shoquaf, and Pompey's Pillar. And time permitting, from 

here would be the perfect gateway for a visit to the WWII Cemeteries on a private day-tour. 

Alexandria is jam-packed with fabulous hotel resort properties. Once we start your reservation 

and I get to know you and understand your likes and dislikes is when I will recommend a short 

list of hotels I know will delight you, with confidence. You can always expect my first choice to 

be the Four Seasons Hotel Alexandria at San Stefano.  
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EL ALAMEIN is not a destination I would travel all the way to the north coast to visit 

unless one has a personal interest in the destination. My father, not yet in his twenty's, 

fought the WWII Battle of El Alamein with the Allied forces. He was captured and 

locked in a POW camp in Italy. This makes El Alamein a personal destination for me 

and I always visit and sign the guest register in his honor. 

 

Unless you had a great interest in the history of WWII, or like myself, you had a direct 

connection to the battlefields, I'd not come all the way. But, if you had extended your 

journey to include a stay in Alexandria, then I would highly recommend that you visit 

the WWII Cemeteries on a private day-tour – now that would be wise planning. 

 

Allocate a full day for a private tour to see the cemeteries and the small onsite 

museum. 

 

Unless you had time to spare and wanted to relax at the beach or tee-off on one of the 

north shore golf courses, I'd recommend you stay in Alexandria. 
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Everyone agrees. The cerulean color of the sea at MARSA MATRUH is breathtaking. 

There, you'll find the best beaches, fine marble-like sand, and "clear blue water not 

found anywhere in the world," according to Tarek Taha. I agree. My first visit to Marsa 

Matruh left me with the exact same impression. I have not seen such a beautiful color 

sea anywhere in Africa. It's for that reason (remember the color turquoise gives a 

feeling of serenity and stability) that I keep returning. 

 

I recommend a 4 – 5-night stay at Marsa Matruh known for its lagoons and white-sand 

beaches. West of the town, Cleopatra’s Beach is surrounded by rocks, creating a 

natural pool called Cleopatra’s Bath. This is the perfect place on earth to relax, unwind, 

detox, rest, and enjoy. The Rommel Museum filled with memorabilia and maps is in 

the caves overlooking the harbor that served as the German WWII commander’s 

headquarters. 

  

Click Here for my preferred JAZ luxury properties TAKE OFF YOUR COAT AND STAY 

FOR A WHILE – THE MEDITERRANEAN  

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/take-off-your-coat-and-stay-for-a-while---the-mediterranean
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SIWA OASIS is anywhere else on earth. You'd hardly expect a village built from mud bricks, salt, 

and other natural elements to pay such strong attention to Corporate Socially Responsible in 

Tourism. Yet here, 62' below sea level between the Qattarra Depression and the Great Sand Sea 

in the Western Desert, environmental conservation, cultural heritage preservation and green 

energy solutions are constantly implemented. That alone should make Siwa a 'must-see' 

destination in your itinerary. 

I go there for space, silence, isolation, peace, smiling faces, and delicious cuisine. But there's 

more. Desert safaris. Hot sulfuric springs. Petrified forests. Bird watching. Star gazing. Ancient 

temples and springs, Siwa town, bicycling and Caretta rides, and horse riding.  

Plan to spend at least 5 – 7 nights, particularly since our favored property, Taziry Ecovillages 

Siwa offers a program conceived to offer wellness services: Nutrition programs, regenerative 

medicine and rehabilitation sessions such as sand-bathing in the smooth healing hot summer 

sands and bathing in sulfuric thermal waters along with olive and essential oils massages.    

Click Here for my view on why you should go and where you should stay in SIWA – 

ONCE A SPIRITUAL CENTER, ALWAYS A SPIRITUAL CENTER 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/once-a-spiritual-center-always-a-spiritual-center
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PETRA is magnificent there's no question of that and if all your time permits after your 

Egypt journey, I recommend you allocate 2-nights to visit and when we plan, let's make 

sure that we have you there for one of the 'candlelight' evenings.  

But I must tell you that Jordan is so much more than just Petra and my professional 

recommendation is that you either extend your journey and see much more or take a 

separate journey to Jordan at another time. Doing both Egypt and Jordan extensively 

in one trip is a smart decision, time permitting. 

When you call us to start your reservation, consider our 'Kempinski Initiative' – or at 

least, the Amman / Jerash / Petra portion of the journey. Kempinski is a unique brand 

of elegant 5-star European luxury hotel properties which we use extensively in Cairo, 

Soma Bay (Red Sea), Amman, the Dead Sea and Aqaba.  

For a brief description of 'OUR KEMPINSKI INITIATIVE' which starts on safari in East 

Africa and ends in Amman, Click Here.  Naturally, this is completely custom designed. 

https://vuittontravel.com/news/f/kempinski-initiative
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Thank You for Your Time 
 

Well then, there you have it. Our time together has come to an end. At least for the moment. 

I hope you enjoyed the information and that you came to learn a little about this incredible place they 

call Egypt. You should go – really! And when you do, try and allocate about 12 nights to be away. I think 

that after all this COVID-19 lockdown issue that we have been living under for the past months (and who 

knows what the future brings) that when the doors finally open and we can take that first bold step into 

the sunshine (how Lion King was that?) that we will all have come to realize the fragility of life and plan 

to spend more time on ourselves, with our family, friends and loved ones. 

So spend time in Egypt. It is as much a truly a no-rush destination as it is a once-in-a-lifetime (famous 

last words) destination. Do the 'classical stuff' that we all yearn to see and then extend and visit other 

equally fabulous parts of the country. The ocean, diving, golfing, tanning, and oasis far away from 

absolutely everything where time stands still.  

I cannot say enough good about the country even though it is chaotic, loud, noisy, pushy, smoky, and on 

I could go.  

I'm available for you from 10 – 6 EST Monday – Friday. You're welcome to call on 1-201-882-8443 during 

those hours. Or send me an email via contact@vuittontravel.com or contact@egypttourismusa.com 

requesting a specific talk-time and I will do all possible to accommodate you. Finally, if you prefer a 

ZOOM call so that you and your family and I can chat together to make plans, that's fine too. Perhaps 

sometimes you might even catch me IN Egypt and if you do, I'll show you around. 

I look forward to helping you plan your unforgettable journey in Egypt. 

 

With every best wish, 

 

Kenn Laya 

CEO   Director  

Vuitton Travel  EGYPT Tourism USA  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:contact@vuittontravel.com
mailto:contact@egypttourismusa.com
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Contact Information 

 

Vuitton Travel & Luxury Lifestyle 

 

Website - https://vuittontravel.com/  

Tel – 1-201-882-8443 

Facebook - https://tinyurl.com/yal7nmrf 

Twitter - https://tinyurl.com/ybkzyzpx 

Blog News -  https://vuittontravel.com/news   

 

EGYPT Tourism USA 

 

Website – https://egypttourismusa.com/ 

Tel – 201-882-8443 

Facebook - https://tinyurl.com/y8726u62 

Twitter - https://tinyurl.com/ybkzyzpx  

Blog News - https://vuittontravel.com/news  

 

You Tube - https://tinyurl.com/y9rweceh  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

All  photo images found on our website and I the complimentary publication are believed to be in the "public  domain". If you believe that any of background/wallpapers/photographs  posted here belongs to your site and you do 

not want it to be displayed  on our site or you want us to link back to your site, then please  contact us and we will act immediately. We will either remove the  background/wallpaper/photographs or provide credit to your site. We  

support, promote and sell travel and lifestyle and therefore we  provide all the background/wallpapers/ photographs free or charge and  gain no financial benefit. 

Additionally, Vuitton Travel & Luxury Lifestyle is in no way, shape or form associated with the brand Louis Vuitton, and  is a luxury travel company that specializes in creating 'Transformative Travel Experiences'. Neither is EGYPT 

Tourism USA the official Egyptian government run tourism operation. -  

https://vuittontravel.com/
https://tinyurl.com/yal7nmrf
https://tinyurl.com/ybkzyzpx
https://vuittontravel.com/news
https://egypttourismusa.com/
https://tinyurl.com/y8726u62
https://tinyurl.com/ybkzyzpx
https://vuittontravel.com/news
https://tinyurl.com/y9rweceh

