BROWN CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
October 27, 2025

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY MAYOR JULIE MILLER AT 6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Mayor Julie Miller, Council Members: Patricia Jacobson, Mark Vaerten,
Robert Jacobson, Ross Mclvor, Neil Kohler, City Clerk Sara Muxlow, City
Manager Charles Bennett, Interim Manager Kyle Harris.

ABSENT:
Eugene Navock

GUESTS:

Sara McPherson, Tammy Kotsko, Dan Kotsko, Angel Kreiner, Dave
VanCura, Mike Vislosky, Tyne Kreiner, Bill Muxlow, Tara Owens, Kevin
Miller, Todd Vandewarker, Chris Lee, Sandusky City Manager Dave Faber
(Rising Tide), Dalton Formaz, Chief Shane McKibbon, Officer Arnold.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE LED BY MAYOR JULIE MILLER

ADDITIONS, CORRECTIONS, AND DELETIONS TO AGENDA: Addition under
Managers Report and a deletion under New Business.

CORRECTIONS & APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Motion by CM P. Jacobson, Second by CM Vaerten to approve minutes as written for
October 13, 2025. MOTION CARRIED.

PAY BILLS:

Motion by CM Kohler, Second by CM Mclvor, to pay the bills as presented in the
following funds:

General- 13,109.98 (12917-12929)
Local Streets- 1,515.18 (4467)

Major Streets- 1,515.19 (4210)
Sanitary Sewer- 667.27 (4420-4423)
Water- 3,173.34 (4124-4129)
Equipment- 2,950.89 (2012-2014)
Parks- 389.98 (3161-3162)
MOTION CARRIED.

DPW Report: No Questions on the DPW report.



Permits: None.
PUBLIC HEARING: None.
ORDINANCES: None.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS:

Dalton Formaz, stated that he does not live in town, expressed his disappointment in
the resignation of City Manager Chuck Bennett. Feels that the way Chuck was treated
by members of council was unprofessional. He feels that the loss of Chuck will be felt
throughout Brown City. Chuck will be greatly missed.

OLD BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS:

October Budget Amendment-

General Fund- Retiree Health Care covers legacy costs taking strain off of the general
fund. Tree trimming, a new window at City Hall, new water heaters at City Hall and
DPW, and the City now accepts online and credit card payments. The budget in April
was at $1,201,970 and is now at $1,229,010 an increase of $27,040. The CEM grant of
over $15,000 covered the new windows and water heaters. It also bumped up wages at
City Hall.

Maijor Streets- Projects include Buby Street repaving yet to be completed this year.
Investment fund has $674,155.04 and $24,962.95 in checking. Originally budgeted
$240,251 and ended in October at $247,416 an increase of $7,165.

Local Streets- $127,078.11 in investments and $4,442.11 in checking. As a result of the
DWSREF project, multiple streets will have portions repaved. Budgeted $99,750 and
ended at $101,995 a difference of $2,245. The biggest increase of income from the
Metro Act Right of Way at $1,545.

Water Fund- Investment fund at $233,609.73 and Checking at $1,257.17.

$400,000 will be coming back to cover engineering costs that were paid upfront.
Paperwork for DWSRF Funding was completed and the Water Tower has been
repainted. Budgeted $574,150 and ended at $573,365 a difference of -$785.

Sewer Fund- Investment fund at $239,426.25 and checking at $42,706.17. MI Class
Investment at $123,398.11 with the MI Class Investment YTD Interest at $2,075.03.
The Maple Valley Lift Station is nearing completion and we've purchased a back up Lift
Station Pump for the Belview Station. The Appropriations request for 2 million was
approved but still pending the Federal Government approval. Budgeted $620,150 and
ended at $1,325,000 an increase of $704,850.



Storm Sewer- Investment fund at $158,548.33 and checking at $3,005.24. Maple Street
project completed as well as final touches to the Windsor Drain repair. DPW cleaned
small patches of ditches in town and the second year of cleaning Storm Catch Basins
was completed. Budgeted $32,250 and ended at $56,270 an increase of $24,020.

Lead and Copper- Balance is at $33,903.03. The L & C balance is low due to paying
for 50% of the engineering cost for the project. Once the Engineering is paid back from
the bond, 50% will go back into L & C. Budgeted $75,500 and ended at $128,735 an
increase of $53,235. $53,785 was taken from savings to cover the engineering costs.
Equipment Fund- Investment balance at $81,911.11 and checking at $3,005.24. The
backhoe and dump truck were paid off this year. The new DPW truck with a service bed
is here and the electric police car has exceeded expectations. Budgeted $123,350 and
ended at $195,220 an increase of $71,870 a big part of that from the CEM grant.

Park & Rec- Checking account at $9,585.80- Ml Class park operating balance at
$10,480.24- MI Class pool pavilion balance at $7,894.48- Ml Class fitness court balance
at $16,008.47- Total MI Class interest of the 3 accounts YTD at $667.91. Park has the
new Rotary Pavilion with tractor pulls and summer rec repaired dugouts and assisted
with repairing the brick bathrooms. Budgeted $39,325 and ended at $38,845 a
difference of -$480.

Festival- Checking account at $2,148.08 with MI Class balance of $30,238.26 and Ml
Class interest YTD at $238.26. 2025 Festival was a success and the Rotary Pavilion
was a great addition. They are planning for next year's 150th Anniversary. Budgeted
$22,445 and ended at $32,000 an increase of $9,555

Cemetery- Checking account at $20,844.07- CD fund at 4% is $60,628.26 and expires
in January 2026- Perp Care Checking is at $10,561.17- Perp Care CD at 4% is
$176,543.32 and expires in January 2026. Received a grant from Lapeer County
Community Foundation of $600 to purchase new street signs and trash cans. Budgeted
$26,050 and ended at $27,700 an increase of $1,650.

MANAGERS REPORT:
Ethan Workman officially turned in his notice of resignation effective November 10,
2025.

“This is my final meeting as City Manager for Brown City. It has truly been an honor to
serve this community and work alongside such dedicated staff, business owners and
residents. | am grateful for the opportunity to contribute to Brown City’s continued
growth and success. My final day will be tomorrow October 28th at the end of the day.”
The interim City Manager Kyle will take over.

CLERK'S REPORT: The following board members' appointments will be expiring on
12/31/25.



Cemetery Board- Karen Burgess.

Planning Commission- Craig Archer, Jeff Liebler, & William Muxlow.
Election Board- Rae Ann Kreiner.

Park and Recreation- Tara Owens

Letters will be sent out soon.

MAYOR'’S REPORT: There won't be buses for Friday’s Trunk or Treat due to the school
being short staffed.

Asked if the port-a-potty’s would be out of the park by Thursday. Tara stated that the
company would try to get them out before devil's night.

The Brick bathrooms at the park are already winterized.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Building and Grounds (Navock)- CM Vaerten stated that they met with the board
of directors and created a rough draft and will set up another meeting to finalize
the details.

Personnel (P. Jacobson)- None

Streets and Sidewalks (Vaerten)- None

Tax and Finance (Kohler)- Met and went over the budget amendment.

Water and Sewer (B. Jacobson)- None

Police and Park (Mclvor)- Committee decided to give Brandon Ford a $1.16 an
hour raise.

Motion by CM Mclvor, Second by P. Jacobson to give Brandon Ford a $1.16 an
hour raise.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Neil Kohler- Yes, Ross Mclvor- Yes, Pat Jacobson- Yes, Bob Jacobson- Yes, Mark
Vaerten- Yes 5- YES 0-NO 1-ABSENT 0- ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

CM Kohler asked if it was discussed what day payroll would be on so Kyle would know.
City Manager Bennett stated that it would be on Wednesday.

ok whN

CLOSED SESSION: None

COUNCIL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS:

CM Vaerten thanked Chuck for the time they worked together and wished him the best
in the future.

CM Kohler welcomed Kyle and looks forward to working with him. Best wishes to
Chuck on his new position. The Playoff game on Friday October 31, has been pushed
back to 7:30 due to it being Halloween. Chuck and staff did a good job on the budget
amendment.



Mayor Miller gave a reminder about December 5th being the Tree Lighting.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion by CM Mclvor, Second by CM B. Jacobson, to Adjourn the October 27, 2025

Meeting of the City Council at 6:23 P.M.
MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sara Muxlow
City Clerk



