
Arden Oaks Neighborhood Association
Minutes of Annual Meeting 
March 3, 2026

The regular annual meeting of the Membership of the Arden Oaks Neighborhood Association (“AONA”) was held on Tuesday, March 3, 2026, at 7:00 p.m., at the Arden Park Community Center, 1000 La Sierra Drive, Sacramento, and also by video conference (Zoom).  

Attendance

The annual meeting was attended by these current officers and directors of AONA: Glen Fowler (President), James Jack (Vice President), Laurie Sopwith (Secretary), Kathleen Deeringer (Treasurer), Joyce Hsiao, Linden Beck, Marcia Rodebaugh, Larry Smith, Tom Harvey, Sharon D’Arelli, Debbie Cunningham, Maggie Marzal and Lindy Cunningham.  

Absent Board members were Eric Stiff and Libby Wickland.  

At least 32 AONA members (i.e., Arden Oaks residents) attended the meeting in person, and several AONA members also participated by Zoom.  See 2026 AONA Annual Meeting Sign-in Sheet attached at the end of these Minutes.    
      
Call to Order and Welcome
The Annual Meeting of the Arden Oaks Neighborhood Association was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Glen Fowler, who welcomed all attendees.  Special guests attending included featured speaker Rich Desmond, Sacramento County Board of Supervisors and his Chief of Staff, Vanessa McCarthy Olmstead.   

Glen announced that a quorum was present as there was in attendance over 25 voting members of AONA, in person and by Zoom.    

Glen provided an overview of AONA, to include that 100% of its funds come from  neighborhood residents, that the volunteer Board members attend board meetings, organize and manage yearly events such as the 4th of July Celebration, Annual BBQ,  and holiday lighting contest, facilitate publication of the twice-yearly ACORN newsletter, coordinate and provide oversight of neighborhood security patrol services and liaise with tax professionals (for filing of annual tax returns) and officials in Sacramento County Planning Department (on NPA, code enforcement and other matters).        

Notice of the Annual Meeting

AONA provided notice of the Annual Meeting to members by (1) email(s) to residents who had provided their email address to AONA in the month preceding the annual meeting; (2) placement of sandwich board signage at key locations throughout the neighborhood beginning several weeks prior to the meeting and (3) was published in the February ACORN.


Election of Board Members 

President Glen Fowler handed the meeting over to James Jack, Vice President, who presided over the election process.  James explained that in even years the Board elects eight board members, and in odd years the Board elects seven members, with each member to serve a two-year term.  This being an even year, James put forth the slate of eight board members, which included seven incumbents and one new candidate who had been identified by the AONA nominating committee.  

James advised each proposed member would serve a two-year term commencing March 2026 through March 2028, and the slate was in order. The following board members were duly nominated by Glen:    

Sharon D’Arelli
Kathleen Deeringer
Glen Fowler
Tom Harvey
Joyce Hsiao
James Jack
Marcia Rodebaugh
Erin Grinberg

No further nominations were made, and James called for a motion for a voice vote on the slate of nominees.  A motion was made by Bob Tilly and seconded by Matthew Cutshall to vote on the proposed slate.  The persons named above were unanimously elected by in person attendees and Zoom participants by acclamation.  There were no opposition votes.    

Address by Supervisor Rich Desmond, Sacramento County Board of Supervisors, District 3 (Guest Speaker) 

James introduced featured guest speaker Rich Desmond, Supervisor (District 3), Sacramento County Board of Supervisors, who attended with Chief of Staff Vanessa McCarthy-Olmstead.       

Background

Supervisor Desmond began his address by advising he has been a nonpartisan member of the Board of Supervisors (BOS), serving District 3 (which includes Arden Arcade area) since 2004.  He mentioned he was born in Carmichael and after a career with the California Highway Patrol, returned to Sacramento areas and ran for office because he loves Sacramento and want to try to make government better.      

Mr. Desmond says there are approximately 315,000 residents in District 3, and that what is unusual about District 3 is that it is 90% unincorporated with 290,000 living in a very urbanized area.  He said he is a local kid, understands the challenges of the area and loves talking to the community. 



Community Meetings 

Supervisor Desmond advised he is hosting a series of upcoming meetings to include a Community Conversation on March 19, 2026 at 6PM on the topic “Fentanyl & Methamphetamine, How We Can Respond Together” and Community Meetings on the subject “Transportation & Our Roadways” on March 16, 2026 at 8:30 AM, March 26, 2026 at 5:30 PM and April 2, 2026 at 5:30 PM.   Mr. Desmond is working with the Sac County Department of Transportation (DOT) and is prioritizing federal money for improvements and repairs. 

Homelessness

Supervisor Desmond said homelessness continues to be the biggest issue in the District which matter he continues to address through Coordination (working with the City of Sac), Capacity (adding to the approximately 1,000 shelter beds with tiny homes, safe car camping and conversion of hotels, all of which sites include behavioral health and other services), Consequences (working with Sac County Sheriff to hold people accountable and CHP to prevent panhandling) and Compassion (this is not just a housing crisis but also an addiction and mental health crisis). Supervisor Desmond said he personally goes out with Homeless Outreach Teams (HOT) teams to talk to homeless people and also for Point in Time counts.  Mr. Desmond says challenges remain: working through Care Court is expensive; a psychiatric (5150) hold can only do so much;  and the State will not fund Prop 36 which was passed in every county to address open air drug use and retail theft. 

Transportation

Mr. Desmond said the County has a $1.5B maintenance backlog. Multi model projects (which allow for bikes and scooters) cost more which means money doesn’t go far enough. There is less gas tax because of electric vehicles. The BOS has set aside money to build up street repair funds and it is slowing eating into the backlog. 
  
Economic Development 

Supervisor Desmond acknowledged there are tired and blighted urban corridors in the District and that the County is moving to remove impediments to get investment and businesses into these areas.  Mr. Desmond said this is a big priority for him.   

At this point, Mr. Desmond answered questions from the audience.  

Country Club Mall area:  Supervisor Desmond says the north end of the property is owned by an absentee landowner which will not partner with the County in development of the space nor take action to address problems at the site.  The County is working on ordinances for such landlords such as a Vacant Property Registration Program which would require an on-site property manager and give the County the authority to levy fines against the landowner for inaction when there are issues.  On a positive note, Mr. Desmond said the developer in the old Amazon building (before that the Sears building) will be doing something great.  

Supervisor Desmond said the old Macys is still proposed for a mini storage project and encourages residents to voice their objection to this project to the BOS because, in his view, this type of development will interfere with the character of the property and community.  

311 App: Supervisor Desmond encourages residents to use 311 to report problems at Country Club Mall, or other business areas, also wherever there is junk/rubbish or cars parked on lawns etc.  Supervisor Desmond said Code Enforcement will be reactive, and if it is not, to call his office. 

Arden Way Complete Streets:  Phase 1 will be done in June 2026.

Measuring Success with Homeless:  This occurs when a person who goes into a shelter moves into permanent housing, in Supervisor Desmond’s view.  But this happens only 20% of the time because of mental illness and inability to hold homeless people to provide services ; they are always pulled back to the streets where they can get drugs.

Affordable Housing:  There is a proposal for a project on Butano and Supervisor Desmond said he will need the community to show up at BOS meetings when this project is reviewed. 

County Budget Deficit:  There is a $100M structural deficit. The Budget hearings begin in June. Supervisor Desmond said he is working to prevent cuts to the Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office and believes there are members of the BOS to assist with this effort. 


	Adjournment

There being no further business to come before the members, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was approved by acclamation, and Glen announced the annual meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.    


*   *   *   *   *








