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Facebook:            St Peter’s Church of West Penn 



 

 

 
 St. Peter’s Retirees will meet on Wednesday, July 
8th, at 9:30 a.m. at Miller’s Grove.  Please bring a covered dish or dessert and 
your lawn chair.  

 The Retirees are open to anyone looking to have a good meal and play 
some games, age is not a factor. They meet the second Wednesday of every 
month and always welcome new members. 

An Independence Day Prayer 
Dear Lord, 
 There is no greater feeling of liberty than to experience freedom from sin and death 
that you provided for us through Jesus Christ. Today my heart and my soul are free to 
praise you. For this, I am very thankful. 
 On this Independence Day, we are reminded of all those who have sacrificed for my 
freedom, following the example of your Son, Jesus Christ. Let us not take my freedom, 
both physical and spiritual, for granted. May we always remember that a very high price 
was paid for our freedom. Our freedom cost others their very lives. 
 Lord, today, bless those who have served and continue to give their lives for our 
freedom. With favor and bounty, meet their needs and watch over their families. 
 Dear Father, we are so thankful for this nation. For all the sacrifices others have 
made to build and defend this country, we are grateful. Thank you for the opportunities 
and freedoms we have in the United States of America. Help us never to take these 
blessings for granted. 
 Help us to live our lives in a way that glorifies you, Lord. Give us the strength to be a 
blessing in someone's life today, and grant us the opportunity to lead others into the 
freedom that can be found in knowing Jesus Christ.  In your name, we pray, Amen. 
                     ~ Mary Fairchild 

THE DEADLINE FOR THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF  
THE “CORNERSTONE” IS TUESDAY, AUGUST 11TH. 

PLEASE NOTE:  We will NOT be holding a clothing drive this year. 



St. Peter’s Church Mission Statement 
“St. Peter’s Church is committed to providing a family atmosphere for 

people of all ages.  We are a people who sincerely care about each other 
and the community.  We strive to be one people, bonded by Christ's love.  

We look to the future for the continued vitality that we share today.  
Through worship, preaching, fellowship, and servanthood, may we reach 

out to all people as a witness to the living God.” 



Faith Doesn’t Take a Vacation 
 

As the summer months begin to roll in, they truly have a way of 
changing everything. Schedules begin to loosen. Alarms get 
turned off a little easier. Weekends begin to fill up with trips, 
cookouts, and time away. And before we even realize it, the 
rhythms of life that usually ground us such as church, our prayer 

life, time in the Scripture, can quietly drift to the margins. You see, these things hap-
pen not because we do not care, but rather because life just kind of shifts. Here is the 
gentle but important truth about our summers: Faith doesn’t take a vacation even 
when we do. 

 

We serve a God who does not take a step back when the weather gets nicer. 
Who doesn’t take it easier when summer is here. His presence does not fade when 
our routines do. In fact, if we allow Him to, summer becomes one of the most pow-
erful seasons to experience Him. To see creation, to worship Him in a new, fresh, 
unexpected way. To travel and see the beauty God has given us to behold. The bot-
tom-line question is not whether God is present. The question becomes to us will we 
make space to notice Him? So, in typical fashion, here are 3 key takeaways for us 
throughout these summer months to focus on and to allow our faith to continue to 
grow this summer: 

 

#1. Stay Connected, Even When You’re Away. 
 If you are traveling out of town, attending a gathering, or simply cannot make 
it to church, do not disconnect spiritually. You can join us online when you can. You 
can take 10 minutes with Scripture before the craziness of the begins. Take time to 
pray while you are out walking, sitting by the water, or taking in a beautiful sunset. 
Our faith isn’t about perfection; no, it is about connection. Find a simple, consistent 
moment that you are able to spend with God, allowing Him to anchor your day and 
enhance the time we spend away. Be connected even in distance 
 

#2. See God in the Everyday Moments. 

 Summer is beautiful because of the fullness of moments that point us to the 
creator. In the stillness of an early morning, the laughter of friends and family, to the 
beauty of creation all around you. Do not rush past these moments . . . receive 
them . . . enjoy them . . . see God in them. Let each moments remind you that God 
is near, God is good, God is at work. Worship is not just on a Sunday morning in a 
sanctuary. Some of the most powerful moments of worship happen from a lawn 
chair or a beach chair with a grateful heart before our God. 
 
 



Recently Baptized 

Colton James Rex 
 Born Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

  Baptized Sunday, June 7, 2026 
Colton James is the son of Adam & Paige Rex 

                  Godson of Ian Davis & Sabrina Pratt  

Hope in the Middle  
 

In the middle of busy days, real struggles, and everything 
in between, God is still at work. No matter what your 
week has held, there’s still space for hope. 
 
Join Pastor Josh each week for a short, encouraging           
Facebook Live centered on real life, real faith, and lasting 

hope. Thursdays @ 11:00 AM: Live on Facebook 

#3. Choose Intention Over Drift 
No one plans to drift spiritually, but sometimes it just happens when we stop 

being intentional. We then feel like we need to make big promises to God to stop 
the drift but when we fail those, we keep feeling like we are too far gone. Instead, 
make a simple plan for this summer: Pick a short book of the Bible to read this 
summer. Set a realistic rhythm to your days (not an overwhelming one) Stay en-
gaged with your church family, even if your attendance looks different You don’t 
need to do everything, but doing something matters. 

 
Don’t Miss This Season 

It’s easy to treat summer like a “pause button” on faith. What if this summer 
thought became a season of renewal instead of retreat? What if God met you not 
just in the big, scheduled moments, but also in the quiet, ordinary ones? Wherever 
this summer takes you, near or far, God is already there. So don’t check out. Lean 
in. Because the truth is simple and powerful: faith doesn’t take a vacation…and 
neither does God’s grace. 

         Pastor Josh 

GIRL SCOUTS ARE NO LONGER COLLECTING PLASTIC.  IF SOMEONE 
OR A GROUP WOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE WITH THIS PROJECT, AMY 
ZEIGENFUSS WILL HELP TO SET UP A NEW ACCOUNT. 



   Many thanks to our Newsletter assembly crew: Becky Zehner, 
Marian Frantz, Pauline Frey, and Cheryl Laub. And, a special thank 
you to Anne Scott. 
    Their dedication to helping is much appreciated!  If you’d like to 
help with this project, please let the office know ~ we’d love to 
have you join us! 

GRADUATION NEWS UPDATE 
High School ~  

Morgan Paige Myers is the daughter of Daniel and 
Carissa Myers and sister of Alyssa Myers and 
Chelsea Christman, and the granddaughter of Dan 
and Bonnie Myers. She is a graduate of Lehighton 
Area High School graduating with distinguished 
honors.   

She participated as captain of the softball team and 
in soccer. She received the Lehighton Rotary              
Scholarship, Delroy Ruch scholarship, Eugene 
“Peck” Armbruster Scholarship.  
 

Morgan was a member of the Carbon County 4H   
Agricultural Club for 10 years. Her future plans are 
to attend Northampton Community College for 
general Ed classes, and then apply for the radiology 
technician program. 

FALL FESTIVAL 
Fall Fest is back for 2026!  

Friday, September 18th from 4:00~ 8:00 PM   
and September 19th from 12:00 ~ 6:00 PM  

 

        Accepting baskets, gift cards until August 31st. 
 

Note:  Although the Kitchen Krew is still on a break we 
 are looking for help in the kitchen for the Fall Fest. Please contact Charlene 
Miller @ 570-386-4267. We are also looking for baskets and bake 
sale donations for the Festival.  



Joyous Noise 
Pൾඈඉඅൾ Hൾඅඉංඇ඀ Pൾඈඉඅൾ Tඈ Mൺ඄ൾ Cඁඋංඌඍ’ඌ Lඈඏൾ 

   

June’s Joyous Noise totaled $306.39 and was designated for the Schuylkill Hope 
Center for Victims of Domestic Violence. The Hope Center envisions a 
community where every  person lives free from abuse and the fear of violence. 
They are committed to offering victims of domestic abuse an advocacy program 
for safety, healing, and empowerment using individual and systemic resources 
that are inclusive for all, while also working toward the reduction of, and 
ultimate elimination of, domestic abuse in our communities. This collection will 
be donated to the Hope Center to use in ways they need to continue their mission 
and the work they do.  
 

July's joyous noise will support the chosen mission for True North VBS: Safer 
Streets for Tamaqua's Little Feet. Donations will support their 11th Annual 
Giving Tree project. With your donation, you can make sure local children, 
families, and individuals have the warm winter essentials they need during the 
colder months. Your donations help to purchase and distribute hats, gloves, 
scarves, socks, hand and foot warmers, winter coats, snow pants, and boots 
through the Giving Tree locations at Depot Square Park and the Tamaqua 
Public Library. Because of the incredible generosity of people like you, more 
than 400 children stayed warm last winter. Over 3000 items are stocked to both 
locations. This year, Safer Streets is hoping to reach even more neighbors as the 
need for winter clothing and cold-weather gear continues to grow. Every dollar 
given goes directly toward helping members of our community stay warm, safe, 
and comfortable all winter long.  
 

August's joyous noise will be given to the Kovach family. On Wednesday, May 
20, 2026, the Kovach family experienced an unimaginable tragedy when a fire 
quickly destroyed their home in Brockton, PA. The fire began at a neighboring 
home before spreading, leaving them with a total loss. They escaped with only 
the clothes on their backs, losing nearly all of their belongings and beloved pets. 
This collection will be used at the discretion of Kerrie and John to help them and 
their two daughters get through these challenging times as they rebuild what they 
lost.  
 

 If you know of an organization or individual that could benefit from St.  Peter’s 
Joyous Noise Offering, please contact Hannah Miller or Nicole Hunsicker.  







Say a Prayer for: 
Recent 
Audrey 
Carissa Nelson 
Crystal Unger 
Denise Angstadt 
Liz Johns 
Nicolas Thomas 
Steve Miller 
Susan Brockel 
Virginia Allesch 
Wendy Kunkel 
 

Ongoing 
Austin Klein 
Barry Reinert 
Beth Pravozino 
Bonnie Miller 
Bruce Miller 
Carolyn Lantz 
Cassie Wolfe 
Clyde 
Cody Wolfgang 
Dale Peterson 
Daniel Smith 
Darlene Kunkel 
Darryl Moyer 
Debbie Mooney 
DeRue Kistler 
Donald Hank Williams 
Edna Moyer 
Eileen Moyer 
Elsie Kiddell 
Erin Coombe 
Erlin Moyer 

Gregory Slivka 
Harry & Janie Conner 
Hope Gramlich 
Jackson Farrow 
Janet Altenburg 
John Tracy 
Judy Gerber 
Karen Nelson 
Kenneth Breiner 
Larry Chelsa 
Leon Kunkel 
Linda Garber 
Lisa Moyer 
Lynn Long 
Maggie Wehr 
Margarita Santnadelon 
Margaret Kern 
Mark Wolfe 
Marsha Rodgers 
Mary Lou McGowan 
Nadine 
Nancy Domanski 
Parker Brode 
Paul David 
Renee Troutman 
Ricky Everett 
Rita Yarmell 
Russel Miller 
Russell Snyder 
Sharon Horning 
Sue Hower 
Teresa Fowler 
Tracie & Scott Clews 
Wayne Lazarus 

 
Those on our                

Visitation List: 
Buddy Arner, Jr. 

Hazel Arner 
Edith Coombe 

Robert Coombe 
Olga Faust 

Barbara Kershner 
Wendy Kunkel 
Larry Miller 

Gary Steigerwalt 
Doris Wolfe 

 
 
Our Missionaries: 

Michael, Kay, Mikayla, 
Leilani, & Michael 

Killar 
 

Maude, Valera, Zarina, 
Alexander, & Nicolas 

Motovilov 
 
 

If you know of someone to be added or removed from the Prayer List, please contact 
Pastor Josh, Chris Miller or the church office. 



Mark Habel 
Dustin Hoppes 

LeRoy E. Kromer II 
Timothy Kromer 
Ezekiel Kuneck 

Sean Kurtz 
Antonio Lorenzo 
Dominic Lorenzo 
Amanda Miller 

     Austin Resch 

Tyler Resch 
Alexis Scott 

Trevor Schilling 
Andy Snyder 
Ryan Snyder 

Alexander Thomas 
Chad Wehr 
Mark West 
Scott West 

Michael Zeigenfuss 

Our Military ~ Active Not Deployed: 

Our Military Overseas: 
 

Deployed to Japan: John McGuire 
Deployed to Germany: Joyce Steigerwalt 
Deployed to Saudi Arabia: Ryan Snyder 

To Our St. Peter’s Church Family, 
 We would like to thank everyone for the thoughts, prayers and cards 
during grieving times of the loss of our Dad and Pap Harold. 
 Thanks to Pastor Tony and Pastor Josh for being there. 
 Thanks to our great Kitchen Krew for a delicious funeral dinner, 

 
   Scott, Charlene and Family 

St. Peter’s Church, 
 Thank you so much for your continued support and prayers during 
Colson’s journey.  Words cannot express how much your kindness means to 
our family. 
 Knowing we have such an incredible pack standing behind Colson 
gives us so much strength.  We are Incredibly grateful 
for each and every one of you! 
 

   The Tkach’s 



Upcoming Sunday School Events: 
Sunday School will begin again in September 
   

           HAPPY SUMMER! 
      Adult Sunday School ~ Every Sunday at 10:15am. 

[ 7/13 ~7/17 ~ Vacation Bible School from 6:00-8:00pm 

[ 7/19 ~ VBS Closing Program; 9:00am at St. Peter’s 
Catch the excitement and join a Sunday School Class in September.  We 

have classes for all ages.  Teachers and helpers are also always welcome.  
Anyone willing to be part of this great educational experience should see Nicki 
Hunsicker or Hannah Miller.  

Just remember, you can’t ask “What would Jesus do?” until you know 
“What Jesus did and said!” 

NOTE:  Sunday, July 26th ~ Worship Service at West Penn Park at 
10:00am.~ covered dishes requested ~ signup sheet is in the church 

parlor.   Hamburgers & hot dogs will be provided. 

ACTORS NEEDED 

Looking for character (actors) for the dinner theater 
in April 2027.  Let Christine Miller know if your                              

interested by September 1, 2026 for details. You can 
call her at (272) 208-6800 

WEST PENN TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY CELEBRATION 
 

 West Penn Township will be holding a community celebration, 
America 250PA Fireworks Event at the West Penn Soccer Field, 
45 Cold Spring Rd, Andreas, PA 18211 on July 4th,(rain date July 
5th)from 6:00pm to 10:00pm. 
 They are looking for our support for their bake sale        
fundraiser, benefiting our local police, fire, and ambulance 
services. 
 Baked goods will be accepted at the church on  Friday, July 
3rd from 10:00am to 2:00pm. For other drop off arrangements, 
or questions, please contact Mike Hunsicker AT 570-778-1972. 



 
Each Day Is A Gift From God 

 

View each day as a precious gift, 
To you from God above. 

To Him, each thoughtful deed you do, 
Is an expression of your love. 

And, as you travel down your path, 
Know that He’s at your side. 

As a constant source of comfort, 
And an understanding guide. 

 

His love for you is infinite, 
And his mercy never fails. 

For you He was the sacrifice, 
Hung on a cross by nails. 

So, put Him first in all you do, 
And your life will be blessed. 

With the strength and confidence, 
To do your very best! 

    ~author unknown 



Daily Lectionary Readings for July 2026 

The word of God is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path (Psalm 119:105). It is 
a sure foundation that we can build our lives upon (2 Timothy 3:16). When we neglect 
the word of God, we are neglecting the very thing that has the power to change our lives.  

Wednesday, July 01, 2026:Psalm 47; Isaiah 51:1-3; Matthew 11:20-24; 
Thursday, July 02, 2026:Psalm 45:10-17; Genesis 25:19-27; Romans 7:1-6; 
Friday, July 03, 2026:Psalm 45:10-17; Genesis 27:1-17; Romans 7:7-20; 
Saturday, July 04, 2026:Psalm 45:10-17; Genesis 27:18-29; Luke 10:21-24; 
Sunday, July 05, 2026: Psalm 145:8-14; Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Monday, July 06, 2026:Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Genesis 27:30-46; Romans 1:18-25; 
Tuesday, July 07, 2026:Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Genesis 29:1-14; Romans 3:1-8; 
Wednesday, July 08, 2026:Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Genesis 29:31-35; John 13:1-17 
Thursday, July 09, 2026:Psalm 119:105-112; Exodus 3:1-6; Romans 2:12-16; 
Friday, July 10, 2026:Psalm 119:105-112; Deuteronomy 32:1-10; Romans 15:14-21; 
Saturday, July 11, 2026:Psalm 119:105-112; Isaiah 2:1-4; John 12:44-50; 
Sunday, July 12, 2026:  Psalm 65:(1-8), 9-13; Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
Monday, July 13, 2026:Psalm 142; Micah 1:1-5; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; 
Tuesday, July 14, 2026:Psalm 142; Jeremiah 49:7-11; Ephesians 4:17-5:2; 
Wednesday, July 15, 2026:Psalm 142; Obadiah 15-21; Matthew 13:10-17; 
Thursday, July 16, 2026:Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24; Isaiah 44:1-5; Hebrews 2:1-9; 
Friday, July 17, 2026:Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24; Ezekiel 39:21-29; Hebrews 6:13-20; 
Saturday, July 18, 2026:Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24; Exodus 14:9-25; Matthew 7:15-20; 
Sunday, July 19, 2026: Psalm 86:11-17; Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
Monday, July 20, 2026:Psalm 139:13-18; Genesis 32:3-21; Revelation 14:12-20; 
Tuesday, July 21, 2026:Psalm 139:13-18; Genesis 33:1-17; Galatians 4:21-5:1; 
Wednesday, July 22, 2026:Psalm 139:13-18; Genesis 35:16-29; Matthew 12:15-21; 
Thursday, July 23, 2026:Psalm 105:1-11, 45b; Genesis 29:1-8; 1 Corinthians 4:14-20; 
Friday, July 24, 2026:Psalm 105:1-11, 45b; Genesis 29:9-14; Acts 7:44-53; 
Saturday, July 25, 2026:Psalm 105:1-11, 45b; Genesis 29:31-30:24; Matthew 12:38-42; 
Sunday, July 26, 2026: Psalm 119:129-136; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Monday, July 27, 2026:Psalm 65:8-13; Genesis 30:25-36; James 3:13-18; 
Tuesday, July 28, 2026:Psalm 65:8-13; Genesis 30:37-43; Ephesians 6:10-18; 
Wednesday, July 29, 2026:Psalm 65:8-13; Genesis 46:2-47:12; Mark 4:30-34; 
Thursday, July 30, 2026:Psalm 17:1-7, 15; Isaiah 14:1-2; Philippians 4:10-15; 
Friday, July 31, 2026:Psalm 17:1-7, 15; Isaiah 41:8-10; Romans 9:6-13; 



Blessed are those who read and hear  
the Word of God and keep it. 

Daily Lectionary Readings for August 2026 

Saturday, August 01, 2026:Psalm 17:1-7, 15; Genesis 31:1-21; Matthew 7:7-11; 
Sunday, August 02, 2026: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21; Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21 
Monday, August 03, 2026:Psalm 17:1-7, 15; Genesis 31:22-42; Romans 1:8-15; 
Tuesday, August 04, 2026:Psalm 17:1-7, 15; Genesis 32:3-21; Acts 2:37-47; 
Wednesday, August 05, 2026:Psalm 17:1-7, 15; Isaiah 43:1-7; Matthew 15:32-39 
Thursday, August 06, 2026:Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b; Genesis 35:22b-29; Acts 17:10-15; 
Friday, August 07, 2026:Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b; Genesis 36:1-8; Acts 18:24-28; 
Saturday, August 08, 2026:Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b; Genesis 37:5-11; Matthew 16:1-4; 
Sunday, August 09, 2026:  Psalm 85:8-13; Romans 10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33 
Monday, August 10, 2026:Psalm 28; Genesis 37:29-36; 2 Peter 2:4-10; 
Tuesday, August 11, 2026:Psalm 28; Genesis 39:1-23; Romans 9:14-29; 
Wednesday, August 12, 2026:Psalm 28; Genesis 40:1-23; Matthew 8:23-27; 
Thursday, August 13, 2026:Psalm 133; Genesis 41:14-36; Revelation 15:1-4; 
Friday, August 14, 2026:Psalm 133; Genesis 41:37-57; Acts 14:19-28; 
Saturday, August 15, 2026:Psalm 133; Genesis 42:1-28; Matthew 14:34-36; 
Sunday, August 16, 2026: Psalm 67; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28 
Monday, August 17, 2026:Psalm 130; Genesis 43:1-34; Acts 15:1-21; 
Tuesday, August 18, 2026:Psalm 130; Genesis 44:1-34; Romans 11:13-29; 
Wednesday, August 19, 2026:Psalm 130; Genesis 45:16-28; Matthew 8:1-13 
Thursday, August 20, 2026:Psalm 124; Genesis 49:1-33; 1 Corinthians 6:1-11; 
Friday, August 21, 2026:Psalm 124; Genesis 49:29-50:14; 2 Corinthians 10:12-18; 
Saturday, August 22, 2026:Psalm 124; Genesis 50:15-26; Matthew 16:5-12; 
Sunday, August 23, 2026: Psalm 138; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20 
Monday, August 24, 2026:Psalm 8; Exodus 1:1-7; Romans 2:1-11; 
Tuesday, August 25, 2026:Psalm 8; Exodus 2:11-15a; Romans 11:33-36; 
Wednesday, August 26, 2026:Psalm 8; Exodus 2:15b-22; Matthew 26:6-13; 
Thursday, August 27, 2026:Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b; Exodus 2:23-24; Ephesians 5:1-6; 
Friday, August 28, 2026:Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b; Exodus 3:16-22; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12; 
Saturday, August 29, 2026:Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b; Exodus 4:1-9; Matthew 8:14-17; 
Sunday, August 30, 2026:  Psalm 26:1-8; Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28 
Monday, August 31, 2026:Psalm 83:1-4, 13-18; Exodus 4:10-31; Revelation 3:1-6; 




