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Application:

USTA League National and Southern Regulations have full force and
applicability at all levels of play in USTA League Tennis in the USTA Southern
Section and there is no authorization to modify, amplify or change them by
local or State League Coordinators, or Grievance or Grievance Appeal
Committees. USTA League Regulations (National and Southern) are available
on the USTA Southern Section website: WWW.SOUTHERNTENNIS.COM.
Printed below are the USTA Southern Section League Regulations as
authorized by the USTA League National Regulations.

(Note: The Southern Regulations are incorporated in green into the
corresponding paragraphs of the 2025 USTA League Regulations and should
be applied in conjunction with those paragraphs)

USTA League Regulations Q&A - Interpretations



http://www.southerntennis.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18nKL-U5WKAfC3LNZcXtjUNWv-hq9S3pq/view?usp=sharing

USTA LEAGUE

MAJOR REGULATION CHANGES FOR 2025 (USTA)

1. 2.01C(4)a: The USTA Section Association has the option of filing a grievance if a
full team retirement or combination of defaults occurs. If the grievance is upheld,
the match may be declared invalid and shall be scored following the
local/sectional regulations. The Section and below may impose further penalties
on the defaulting and/or retiring team. Such penalties must follow the League
Suspension System (See Regulation 3.03A(7) and 3.03D(4)).

. All National Championship advancing Mixed League divisions will enforce the
NTRP Dynamic Disqualification procedures in accordance with the USTA League
Regulation 2.04.

MAJOR REGULATION CHANGES FOR 2025 (USTA
SOUTHERN)

1. 2.05B3(b): Players who are found to have valid computer ratings, after the appeal
process, that place them above the NTRP level at which they are competing may
continue their participation at the lower NTRP level through the conclusion of the
district/state league championship if district/state regulations allow. They shall
not be permitted to advance to any National Championship and/or Southern
Championship at the lower NTRP level. Prior team matches played are valid.

2.03D(1)b: Southern permits the states/districts to determine the competition,
team match and scoring formats for the district/state championship
competitions.

3. 2.05D(1): A $100filing fee will be required for all medical appeal submissions. The
filing fee will only be returned to the filing party if the medical appeal is submitted
to the USTA National Medical Appeals Committee.




VALID NTRP COMPUTER RATINGS
FOR PARTICIPATION IN USTA LEAGUE IN 2025

Players who are 59 years or under during the 2025 League Year will have their most
current computer rating displayed in TennisLink. They must self-rate if their NTRP
rating is older than 3 years.

* Exception: A player who receives a published (M), (T), or (A) Automatic Appeal—
Mixed or Tournament rating and chooses to participate in the Adult Division will be
required to self-rate even if the (M), (T), or (A) rating is less than 3 years old, unless
such player has a valid Self (S) rating.

X indicates the years of valid computer rating in TennisLink for play in 2025

Players who will be 60 years or older during the 2025 League Year will have their
most current computer rating displayed in TennisLink. They must self-rate if their
NTRP rating is older than 2 years.

* Exception: A player who receives a published (M), (T), or (A) Automatic Appeal
Mixed or Tournament rating and chooses to participate in the Adult Division will be
required to self-rate even if the (M), (T), or (A) rating is less than 2 years old, unless
such player has a valid Self (S) rating.

X indicates the years of valid computer rating in TennisLink for play in 2025.

Last Year Computer Rating

. 2022 2023 2024
Received

Age 59 or Under during
2025 League Year

Age 60 or Over during

2025 League Year X X

TennisLink will automatically remove expired computer and self-ratings
thereby allowing individuals to self-rate. Players with expired ratings will not
be allowed to self-rate at a lower level than their last valid NTRP rating.
However, they will have the opportunity to file a self-rate appeal of the NTRP
rating level assigned.

Computer ratings are valid based on this table.

Self-ratings are valid for 2 years from the date issued or until replaced by a
dynamic or computer rating.




NTRP DYNAMIC DISQUALIFICATION

Each NTRP Level is followed by a letter
indicating the type of rating.

Who cannot be NTRP dynamically disqualified?

NTRP Level followed by the letter:
C  Computer Rated Players *
M  Mixed Exclusive Players **
T Tournament Exclusive Players **

Who can be NTRP dynamically disqualified?

Participants in the Adult and Mixed Divisions:
NTRP Level followed by the letter:

Appealed — all granted appeals including
Medical and Promoted Players 60 or Over

Self-rated Players

Dynamic or NTRP Grievance Disqualified
Players

C Exceptions to C year-end ratings as noted *

Players participating in the Adult or Mixed Divisions who are
promoted as a result of NTRP dynamic disqualification will be
immediately required to participate at their new NTRP level in
all USTA League Programs.

Exceptions:

* Players who entered an Early Start League at an NTRP
Level lower than their current year-end rating are subject to
NTRP dynamic disqualification.

** Year-end (M), (T), and (A) Automatic Appeal-Mixed or
Tournament rated players are required to self-rate to enter the
Adult Division, automatically become (S) rated players and
therefore become subject to NTRP dynamic disqualification.




MATCHES REQUIRED TO ADVANCE TO CHAMPIONSHIPS
FOR ADULT AND MIXED DIVISIONS

SECTIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
AND BELOW NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

TOTAL MATCHES REQUIRED
LOCAL MATCHES DEFAULTS THAT THROUGH SECTIONAL DEFACU(;_JﬁTTHAT

REQUIRED COUNT CHAMPIONSHIP

To advance to
To advance to any . .
championship level any championship To advance to National To advance to
through Sectional level through Championshi National

9 Sectional ampionship Championship

Championship Championship

_ All players other than self-rated and
2 matches 1 default received computer-rated appealed players:
on the same team shall count

1 default received
shall count

3 matches on the same team

Section Option to

require Self-rated and | Section Option to Self-rated and computer-rated
computer- rated appealed| declare if 1 default appealed players No default received
shall count

players to play up to 4 received shall or
matches on the same shall not count
team

4 matches on the same team

RETIRED matches shall count for all players.




THE USE OF THE NATIONAL TENNIS RATING PROGRAM
AND

NTRP COMPUTER RATINGS IN THE USTA LEAGUE

The National Tennis Rating Program (NTRP) is the official system for determining the levels of
competition for the USTA League. The USTA NTRP Computer Rating System assigns ratings
based on play in the local league and at championships and select NTRP tournaments.

1. The National Tennis Rating Program (NTRP) Guidelines define the characteristics of the various
NTRP skill levels.

The USTA NTRP Computer Rating System is the official system to determine computer ratings for
players throughout the country who participate in the USTA League. It is a mathematical system that
assigns computer ratings to players by direct and indirect comparison of match results obtained from
the USTA League and select NTRP tournaments.

A valid NTRP rating level is in effect for two years for individuals 60 years of age or older prior to, or
during, the League Year and for three years for individuals 59 years of age or under, or until another
valid NTRP rating level is generated. (See Valid NTRP Computer Ratings Table)

Players with a valid NTRP rating level must enter at that level or higher. (See Valid NTRP Computer
Ratings Table)

Players in the USTA League without a valid computer rating must self-rate in accordance with the
General & Experienced Player Guidelines — Supplement to the NTRP Guidelines. Factors such as a
player's on-court performance, tennis background, and any additional information should be
considered in the self-rating decision. When players are rating themselves, if they question at which
level they should play, they should place themselves in the higher NTRP level of play.

Note: Players who are good athletes or intend to spend a great deal of time taking lessons and
practicing should be aware that their improvement may be significant enough to surpass their
original self-rating during the local league season or championship play. To avoid NTRP Dynamic
Disqualification, these players should enter at a higher NTRP level of play at the beginning of the
local league season.

In the USTA League Adult and Mixed National Championship Advancing Divisions, dynamic ratings
will be calculated at regular intervals for all participants during local league competition, at the end of
the local league season, and either during, or at the end of, District/Area through Sectional
Championships.

At the USTA League Adult and Mixed National Championships, players will continue to generate
dynamic ratings through their last match played, but there will be no NTRP Dynamic Disqualifications
at National Championships.

After the USTA League Adult and Mixed National Championships, year-end NTRP published levels
will be calculated using USTA NTRP Computer Rating System Procedures.

In the USTA League Mixed Division, an NTRP level will be calculated for participants who play in that
Division exclusively. Year-end ratings will be based on the final dynamic rating generated from local
league and championship level competition unless the player has a valid Computer (C) rating from a
previous year.




USTA LEAGUE REGULATIONS
2025 Championship Year

1.00 GENERAL / Q&A INTERPRETATIONS.

The Regulations in 1.00 GENERAL shall apply to all USTA League Divisions. Any authority delegated
by these Regulations to the Section, unless otherwise stated, may be delegated by the Section to a
lower authority.

If a Section, District/Area or Local League does not have aregulation in place to address an issue and
there is a national regulation on that issue, the Section, District/Area or Local League must follow the
national regulation.

1.01 NAME. The USTA Board of Directors has approved the adoption of rules and regulations for the
USTA League that shall be known as the USTA LEAGUE REGULATIONS.

1.02 GOVERNANCE. The USTA LEAGUE REGULATIONS shall apply to the USTA League Program
(USTA League). The FRIEND AT COURT - The USTA Handbook of Tennis Rules and Regulations,
including Wheelchair Rules of Tennis; or any other USTA regulations; shall apply to all matches played
in the USTA League (unless modified by these USTA LEAGUE REGULATIONS). In all matches
played without officials, the USTA official publication, THE CODE, shall be observed. The USTA Point
Penalty System shall be used at all championship levels.

1.02A Waliver of Regulations and Procedures Prohibited. Except where a waiver is specifically
permitted by a USTA League Regulation or by a USTA League Procedure, no USTA League
Regulation or USTA League Procedure shall be waived by any Sectional, District/Area or Local
Association or by any Sectional, District/Area or Local League Coordinator. Any violation of this
Regulation shall be subject to such penalties as may be imposed by the USTA League Committee.
Such penalties are not subject to appeal.

1.02B Amendments. These USTA LEAGUE REGULATIONS may be amended by the USTA
League Committee with the approval of a committee comprised of the Chair and Vice-Chair of the
USTA League Committee and the National League Administrator. All proposed amendments shall
be in writing and shall be forwarded to the USTA League Committee at least 10 days before any
meeting of the USTA League Committee. Without the approval of the Chair and Vice-Chair of the
USTA League Committee and the National League Administrator, no amendments to these USTA
LEAGUE REGULATIONS shall become effective prior to January 1st of the next USTA League
Year. (See 1.04D(2)).

Southern Regulation: The USTA Southern Sectional Regulations may be amended by the
Southern Sectional Adult League Committee.

Louisiana Regulation: These USTA LOUISIANA LEAGUE REGULATIONS may be amended
by the USTA Louisiana Adult League Committee with approval of the USTA Louisiana Executive
Board,

1.02C Written Interpretation. A committee comprised of the Chair and Vice Chair of the USTA
League Committee and the National League Administrator has the authority and the responsibility
to provide written interpretations of USTA LEAGUE REGULATIONS in the USTA League
Questions and Answers (Interpretations).

Southern Requlation: The Sectional League Coordinator, in conjunction with the USTA
Southern Adult League Committee Chair and Vice Chair, shall have the authority to
interpret the USTA League Southern Sectional Regulations.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zFo6xeEH7xssNfg9gf9T6P8cjUYunHPX/view?usp=sharing

Louisiana Requlation: The Adult State League Coordinator, in conjunction with the USTA
Louisiana Adult League Committee shall have the authority to interpret the USTA Louisiana
League Regulations.

1.02D Glossary of Terms. For purposes of these Regulations, certain words and phrases are
defined in a glossary included herein. This glossary has been prepared as a reference to many
terms included in these Regulations. The definitions provided have been drawn from these
Regulations and, in some cases, other documents published by the USTA.

1.02E Committees. Each committee referenced in the USTA League Regulations shall consist
of a minimum of three members, including a chair. All decisions shall be by majority vote. The
members of a committee may be the same as, or different in whole or in part from, the committee
first approved.

1.02F Safe Play Compliance. All participants in the USTA League Program may not appear on
the Safe Play Disciplinary List.

1.03 NON-DISCRIMINATION. Discrimination in the USTA League is prohibited as specified in the Bylaws
of the United States Tennis Association.

1.04 USTA LEAGUE.

1.04A USTA League Program. The USTA League is a team competition for men, women and mixed
genders at specified National Tennis Rating Program (NTRP) levels of play. The purpose of the USTA
League Program is to provide organized recreational play, emphasizing local competition, with
advancement for winning teams from local competition to District/Area, Sectional and National
Championships to determine annually USTA League National Championship teams in each approved
level of competition. The USTA League is approved by USTA without necessity of a sanction application
(See FRIEND AT COURT XVII B).

A A D P . 2 A . - A A . \ A . A
DIVISION AGE GROUP LEAGUE FORMAT NTRP LEVELS
1 - Singles
2 — Doubles
2 — Singles
3 — Doubles

1 - Singles
40 & Over 4 — Doubles 3.0,35,4.0,45

55 & Over 3 — Doubles 6.0, 7.0, 8.0, 9.0
18 & Over 3 — Doubles 6.0, 7.0, 8.0, 9.0, 10.0
40 & Over 3 — Doubles 6.0, 7.0, 8.0, 9.0

DIVISION AGE GROUP LEAGUE FORMAT NTRP LEVELS

1 - Singles
2 — Doubles 25,50

2 — Singles
3 — Doubles

1 - Singles
40 & Over 4 — Doubles

55 & Over 3 — Doubles 3.0,3.5,4.0,9.0
18 & Over 3 — Doubles 2.5,3.0,3.5,4.0,4.5,10.0
40 & Over 3 — Doubles 3.0,35,4.0,45

18 & Over 2.5 women, 5.0

18 & Over 3.0,35,4.0,45

18 & Over

18 & Over 3.0,35,4.0,4.5

3.0,35,4.0,4.5




USTA LEAGUE PROGRAM ORGANIZATION AT THE

LEAGUE NTRP LEVELS
DIVISION AGE GROUP FORMAT
1 - Singles
2 — Doubles
2 — Singles
3 — Doubles
1 - Singles
3 — Doubles

18 & Over 2.5, 5.0

18 & Over 3.0, 3.5,4.0,45

40 & Over 3.0, 3.5,4.0,45

55 & Over 3 — Doubles 3.0,3.5,4.0,9.0
18 & Over 3 — Doubles 2.5,3.0,35,4.0,45, 10.0
40 & Over 3 — Doubles 3.0,3.5,4.0,45

1.04B Administration.
1.04B(1) USTA League Committee.
The USTA League shall be governed by the USTA League Committee appointed by the President
of the USTA and subject to the control and direction of the USTA Board of Directors.

1.04B(2) USTA National League Administrator. The USTA National League Administrator shall
be responsible for the day-to-day administration of the USTA League.

1.04B(3) Sectional Associations. The USTA has 17 Sectional Associations, the names and
territories of which are defined in the USTA Bylaws. Each Sectional Association is responsible for
the development and implementation of the USTA League within its geographic territory in
accordance with the USTA LEAGUE REGULATIONS.

Southern Requlation: The USTA Southern League Program shall be governed by the Adult
League Committee appointed by the President of USTA Southern and subject to the control
and direction of the USTA Southern Board of Directors. The USTA Southern Adult League
Committee authorizes state associations and local associations to amend their state and
local regulations in compliance with USTA and USTA Southern regulations.

Louisiana Requlation: The USTA Louisiana Adult League Committee establishes the USTA
Louisiana League Regulations. The USTA Louisiana Executive Board grants final approval of the
USTA Louisiana League Regulations.

1.04B(3)a Sectional League Coordinators. Each Sectional Association shall appoint a
Sectional League Coordinator to implement and administer the USTA League.

1.04B(3)b District/Area League Coordinators. Each District/Area may have a District/Area
League Coordinator to implement and administer the USTA League. The District/Area shall
have such geographic boundaries as the Sectional Association may determine.

Southern Reqgulation: Each State/District organization shall appoint a District League
Coordinator to implement and administer the USTA League in his/her designated District.

1.04B(3)c Local League Coordinators. Each Local League may have a Local League
Coordinator to implement and administer the USTA League.

Southern Regulation: Each local organization, or the entity that oversees a local
program, shall appoint a Local League Coordinator to implement and administer the
USTA League in his/her designated area.




1.04B(3)c Local League Coordinators. The Board of Directors of the local Community Tennis
Associations are responsible for promoting the USTA League Programs in their area. Local
League Coordinators are responsible for implementing and administering the USTA League
Programs in their area.

1.04B(3)c(i) League Code of Ethics. All league administrators will adhere to the USTA
Southern Section League Tennis Officials Code of Ethics (http://www.southern.usta.com/USA-
League-Tennis-

Pages/9305 USTA_Southern_Section_League_Tennis_Officials_Code_of Ethics__As_of 21
804/)

1.04B(3)c(ii) League Coordinator Responsibilities. Establish procedures and regulations for
all aspects of their local league that are not covered by the national, sectional or state
regulations. A copy of the local regulations must be submitted to the State/District League
Coordinator for review prior to the league’s team captain’s meeting.

USTA League Tennis Regulations (National, Southern Section, State, Local) are available on
(Local League website or louisianatennis.com prior to the start of local league competition).

1.04B(3)c(iii) Captains Meeting. A mandatory team captain’s meeting must be held prior to
the start of league play for each local league program. Topics to be covered include local
regulations (provide internet links to National, Sectional, State regulations), championships
eligibility requirements, and deadlines. Local league coordinators should review all regulations
and procedures with new team captains. The captains meeting may be held by any of the
following methods: in person, conference call, video call, webinar or email communications

1.04B(4) Team Captain. Each team shall appoint a captain to manage team activities and to
represent the team in USTA League matters.

1.04B(5) Championships Committees. A Championship Committee, one of whom may be a USTA
Certified Referee or Umpire, shall govern each championship. At least one member of the

Championship Committee shall be in attendance at all times during play. The Championships
Committees, except for the National Championships, shall be appointed by the Sectional and
District/Area Associations at their respective championships. The Chair of the USTA League
Committee shall appoint the Championship Committees for the National Championships.

Southern Regulation: Each State/District association within the Southern Section is
responsible for appointing championship committees for their state league championship
within their area in accordance with this regulation.

Louisiana Regulation: The Adult State League Coordinator is responsible for appointing
championship committees for all USTA Louisiana Championships.

1.04C Official Information System. TennisLink is the official information system of the USTA League.
1.04C(1) Official League Registration. TennisLink is the official system for registering teams
and players for the USTA League. A player's name must be listed on the team roster, as shown
in TennisLink, prior to participation in any match. This includes any player who is added to a team
roster after the commencement of local league play. Each Section shall establish deadlines and
procedures for registering teams in TennisLink. Players shall not be added to the team roster
during local league flight play-offs or at any championship.

Southern Regulation: Team names listed in TennisLink are limited to the following
descriptive(s): Facility Name, Captain Name, CTA and/or Location. All other descriptives
must be approved by the Sectional League Coordinator.

Louisiana Requlation: Team name format shall be as follows:
Captain’s LAST NAME/AGE GROUP/LEVEL/LEAGUE/FACILITY (MAX 4 LETTERS).
Example: Smith/55/3.5/WD/ST




Southern Regulation: Each State/District shall establish deadlines and procedures for
registering teams on TennisLink. Players who submit an appeal of their self-rating through
the TennisLink system before their local league deadline for registering players will be
permitted to register up to seven (7) days after the notification of their final self-rating.

Louisiana Reqgulation

1.04C(1)a Team Registration. Team captains must create their team and register the following
minimum number of players in TennisLink by the deadline established by the local league
administration in accordance with the “team Composition” chart listed in 1.04D(4)

The deadline date must be prior to the start of the local league season and must be no later than
one (1) month prior to the state championship with local league schedules published with times and
facilities of local league matches. Local teams must be included in the local league schedule if the
teams have fulfilled this requirement.

Failure to register a team in TennisLink by the established deadline date may result in the team
being declared ineligible for the USTA League Program. The Local League Coordinator may amend
local league team registration deadline dates in order to optimize flights.

1.04C(1)b Player Additions. All player additions to existing registered team rosters must be prior
to the end of the local league season but no later than 14 days prior to the state championship,
including local leagues played during a state championship.

Local leagues may set a deadline date that is more than 14 days prior to the state championship for
player additions to existing teams.

1.04C(1)c League Fees & Financial Statement. All Local leagues must have any local league fees
approved by the USTA Louisiana Adult League Committee prior to the start of their local league
registration.

Any increase to Local League head tax must be approved by the USTA Louisiana Adult League
Committee prior to the start of the league’s team registration.

Local league fees include all monies collected through TennisLink and/or directly from teams and/or
players as a requirement for registration/participation in the USTA League Program.

Any fees paid to the local league coordinator, level coordinators, league assistants, and/or league
secretary must be itemized on the financial report.

1.04C(1)d League Financial Statements. The local Community Tennis Associations or Local
League Council in the absence of a CTA are responsible for making available upon request a
financial statement to the local team captains at the conclusion of each league year.

1.04C(1)e. The 2023 USTA Louisiana league year enrollment fees are as follows:
USTA Adult 18 & Over: $15/person/roster entry
USTA Adult 40 & Over: $15/person/roster entry
USTA Adult 55 & Over: $10/person/roster entry
USTA Adult 65 & Over: $5/person/roster entry
USTA Adult 70 & Over: $5/person/roster entry
USTA Mixed 18 & Over: $15/person/roster entry
USTA Mixed 40 & Over: $15/person/roster entry
USTA Mixed 55 & Over: $10/person/roster entry
Southern Combo 18 & Over: $15/person/roster entry
Southern Combo 40 & Over: $15/person/roster entry
Southern Combo 55 & Over: $10/person/roster entry
Tri Levell8 & Over: $15/person/roster entry
Tri Level 40 & Over: $15/person/roster entry
Tri Level 55 & Over: $10/person/roster entry
Flexible Format: $2/person/roster entry




1.04C(1)f. Local League State Head Tax Refunds.
Local League player refunds will only be issued for the following: league did not make, injury,
illness, or permanent move from local league area.
If player participated in a later league where registration could have been transferred, a refund
will not be issued.
Refund request must be made prior to the state championship for league in which refund is being
requested.
Refund request must be documented via email to the LLC and that request may be required for
refund.
Local league coordinators may move player registration to another league/team if player has not
played any matches on team which requesting refund. Transfer of player registration can only
be between 18/40 age group registrations to 18/40 age group team, 55 age group to 55 age
group team.
Refunds will be administered once a year in December for all qualifying refunds request that
could not be transferred.

1.04C(2) Official Score Reporting and Standings System. TennisLink is the official system for
reporting scores and providing standings for the USTA League. Each Section should establish
deadlines and procedures for reporting scores in TennisLink. Unless otherwise established by a
Section, the initial entry of match scores into TennisLink must take place within 48 hours of the
completion of the match. After match scores have been entered in TennisLink, they must be
confirmed by the opposing team within 48 hours of the initial entry or the initial score will
automatically be considered valid.

Southern Reqgulation: Failure to comply may subject teams to a grievance and/or double
default.

1.04D Local League.
1.04D(1) Definition. A local league is a team competition in a specified geographic area that

applies specific local league regulations and consists of NTRP level(s) with a minimum of two
teams per level. A local league may choose to divide any or all NTRP levels into flights. Where
flights are used, a playoff structure may be established to determine a champion for each NTRP
level (See Reg. 2.01C Competition Format).

Louisiana Regulation

1.04D(1)a New Local Leagues. The local CTA or Local Tennis Entity in the absence of a CTA
must present a proposal to the USTA Louisiana League Committee showing growth potential for
league and USTA membership.

The following in conjunction with the requirements of the USTA Louisiana CTA Star Program
shall be the criteria for establishing a new local league area to be recognized by USTA Louisiana:
e Must run no less than two USTA Louisiana approved Tennis Apprentice programs per year.
¢ Have access to an adequate number of courts available for league play that are available to
the league for scheduling matches.
Must run a minimum of (but not limited to) two USTA Louisiana League programs each year.
Programs available:
° Adult Program
Mixed Program
Tri-Level Program
° Combo Program
Must have a coordinator of record for each USTA Louisiana League program. A coordinator’s
role is provided in the Louisiana State regulations - 1.04B(3)c.
Each coordinator is encouraged to attend workshops provided by any USTA entity in order to
stay current with all USTA League rules and regulations as well as all administrative duties.
Coordinators are responsible for ensuring all rules and regulations are being implemented
and adhered to in their local leagues.
Should have no less than a social media page for communication to the public e.g. Facebook,
Instagram, etc.




e Failure to follow all National, Section or State regulations may result in the loss of recognized
league area status.
Newly recognized league areas shall be in a probationary period. The Adult League
Committee shall review the league’s performance at the conclusion of each year based on
the above criteria until such time it is believed the local league has been successful in
establishing itself as a fully functioning league.

All proposals must be submitted three months prior to the USTA Louisiana State Championship
scheduled for the inaugural program.

1.04D(2) USTA League Year. The League Year shall be January 1 through December 31, except
that the USTA League Committee may authorize the commencement of a local league season
prior to January 1, subject to such conditions as may be prescribed by the Committee.

Southern Regulation: Requests for new “Early-Start” leagues must be submitted in writing
to the Section League Coordinator. Final approval is given by USTA League Committee.

1.04D(3) Local League Season. Each Sectional Association shall determine the dates for the
season(s) of the local leagues within its Section. The local league season ends on the date
entered in TennisLink as the league season end date.

Southern Requlation: All local leagues shall obtain the approval of the State/District League
Coordinator for the dates of the local league season(s). In the event a local league is not
concluded on the date published in Tennislink, the end date in Tennislink should be
amended to reflect the date of the last match played.

Louisiana Regulation All local matches shall be completed two (2) weeks prior to the state
championship.

e Any Local League whose matches are published in TennisLink beyond the Local League
deadline date set by USTA Louisiana will be ineligible to advance to the league’s USTA
Louisiana State Championship unless the local league has been granted approval by USTA
Louisiana due to extenuating circumstances.

1.04D(4) Team. A team shall consist of players eligible to compete at a specific NTRP level of
competition in accordance with the following table. A Section may limit the number of players on
a team who have an individual NTRP level lower than the team NTRP level. A Section may also
limit the number of players who appear on a team roster, but may not have fewer than the
minimum number of players as shown in the following table:

Southern Requlation: Each State/District may limit the number of players that appear on a
team roster and /or the number of players on that roster that are at a specific NTRP level.

Each state/district may authorize local leagues to make such determinations.

TEAM COMPOSITION

MINIMUM
DIVISION AGE GROUP NUMBER OF GENDER NTRP LEVEL
PLAYERS

18 & Over
2.5 women 2.5 Men** & 5.0
18 & Over A player’s NTRP rating level shall not exceed
3.0, 3.5,4.0,4.5 8 Same Gender the team NTRP level.
40 & Over
3.0,3.5,4.0,4.5

5 Same Gender

Same Gender




TEAM COMPOSITION

DIVISION

AGE GROUP

MINIMUM
NUMBER OF
PLAYERS

GENDER

NTRP LEVEL

55 & Over
Straight Levels
3.0,35,4.0,4.5

OR

Combined Levels 6.0, 7.0, 8.0,
9.0

Same Gender

When using straight NTRP
levels, a player's NTRP rating
level shall not exceed the team

NTRP level.

Combined NTRP rating levels of partners shall
not exceed the team NTRP level.

NTRP rating level difference between partners
shall not
exceed 1.0.

The minimum NTRP Level for:
6.0is 2.5; 7.0is 3.0; 8.0is 3.5; 9.0 is 4.0.

18 & Over
Straight Levels
25,3.0,35,4.0,4.5,5.0
OR
Combined Levels
6.0, 7.0, 8.0, 9.0,10.0

40 & Over
Straight Levels
3.0,3.5,4.0,4.5

OR
Combined Levels
6.0, 7.0, 8.0, 9.0

3 men
3 women

Men and Women

When using straight NTRP levels, a player’s
NTRP rating level shall not exceed the team
NTRP level.

Combined NTRP rating levels of partners shall
not exceed the team NTRP level.

NTRP rating level difference between partners
shall not exceed 1.0.

The minimum NTRP Level for:
6.0is 2.5; 7.0is 3.0;
8.0is3.5;9.0is4.0; 10.0is 4.5.

18 & Over
Straight Level 2.5**

Combined
5.5,6.5, 7.5, 85,9.5,10.5

40 & Over
Combined Levels
55,6.5, 7.5, 8.5

55 & Over
Combined Levels
6.5,7.5,85

When using straight NTRP rating levels,
player’s NTRP rating level shall not
exceed the team NTRP level

Combined NTRP rating levels of partners
shall not exceed the team NTRP level.

The maximum NTRP Level for: 5.5is
3.0;6.5is3.5; 7.5is 4.0; 8.5is 5.0; 9.5is
5.5; 10.5is 6.0

18 & Over
Div | =3.5, 3.0, 2.5,
Div I - 4.0, 3.5, 3.0
Div lll -4.5, 4,0, 3.5
Div IV —=5.0,4.5,4.0

40 & Over
Div Il - 4.0, 3.5, 3.0,
Div lll = 4.5, 4,0, 3.5,

55 & Over

Div Il - 4.0, 3.5, 3.0

Same
Gender

When using straight NTRP rating levels,
player’s NTRP rating level shall not
exceed the team NTRP level




TEAM COMPOSITION
MINIMUM
DIVISION AGE GROUP NUMBER OF GENDER NTRP LEVEL
PLAYERS

*Assigned and/or additional Divisions, Age Groups and Levels that USTA Southern will use.
“Assigned and/or additional Divisions, Age Groups and Levels that USTA Louisiana will use.

1.04D(5) Two Team Leagues. If any Adult Division Age Group consists of only two teams in a level
of play, each team must maintain its roster with a minimum of 40 percent of its players at the
designated NTRP level of play. A Section may increase the required minimum percentage. The
Adult Division 55 & Over Age Group that uses combined NTRP rating levels will not be required to
comply with this Regulation.

1.04D(6) Courts for Local Play. The use of tennis-related blended lines is permitted on courts
used for local league matches. The use of other lines for another sport, such as pickleball,
is not permitted on courts used for local league matches. Except as otherwise provided in
local league regulations: (1) “Home teams” will have the choice of court surface for which
they wish to play their home matches; and (2) Court surface must be the same surface for
all individual lines. (Southern Regulation)

1.04E Player Eligibility.
1.04E(1) Domicile and Residency Requirements. Any individual who competes in the USTA
League must be domiciled within the boundaries of a USTA Sectional Association or participate
through a USTA Direct Member Club. Residents of foreign countries who meet membership and
age requirements may be invited by a USTA Section to participate in the USTA League Program
provided that all such matches are played within the Section. Sections may create residency
requirement rules to encourage and foster local league play.

Southern Requlation: Southern will have no residency requirements for local league play.
Exception: A state/district may impose residency requirements for teams that play a local
league at a state championship, advance directly to a state championship and/or play in a
single-weekend local league tournament.

Louisiana Requlation: Teams that play a local league at a state championship, advance directly
to a state championship (if applicable for the Adult 65 & Over league) and/or play in a single-
weekend local league tournament may have players from other areas as long as the 51% of players
registered on each team residency as shown in TennisLink is in the state of Louisiana.

1.04E(2) Membership. All individuals who compete in the USTA League must be current USTA
members in good standing through the local league season. Any individual who progresses to a
championship level in the USTA League must be a current USTA member through each
championship progression. Individuals shall only have one USTA membership account/ USTA
number. Individuals who obtain more than one USTA membership account/ USTA number may
be subject to a grievance and such suspension penalties as outlined under the League Suspension
Point System.

1.04E(3) Age. Players must be 18 years of age prior to participating in the USTA League program.
Each player over the age of 18 shall have reached the required minimum age prior to or during the
calendar year in which such player participates in their first local league.

1.04E(4) Player Agreement. All players participating in the USTA League, as a condition of said
participation, agree to abide and be bound by the USTA Constitution and Bylaws; the USTA
LEAGUE REGULATIONS; the FRIEND AT COURT - The USTA Handbook of Tennis Rules and
Regulations including THE CODE and Wheelchair Rules of Tennis (unless modified by these USTA
LEAGUE REGULATIONS); any other USTA regulations (unless modified by these USTA LEAGUE
REGULATIONS); and the standards of good conduct, fair play and good sportsmanship.




1.04E(5) Waiver of Claims. Players participating in the USTA League acknowledge the risks
associated with playing competitive tennis, accept those risks voluntarily, and in consideration of
their acceptance in the USTA League Program, assume all risks for bodily injury, waive all claims
for injury and property damage and release and hold harmless the USTA and the host facility, their
officials, employees and agents with respect to any injury or loss caused by negligence or
otherwise to the fullest extent permitted by law.

Southern Regulation: Players participating in the USTA League acknowledge the risks
associated with playing competitive tennis, accept those risks voluntarily, and in
consideration of their acceptance in the USTA League Program, assume all risks for bodily
injury, waive all claims for injury and property damage and release and hold harmless the
USTA Southern and the host facility, their officials, employees and agents with respect to
any injury or loss caused by negligence or otherwise to the fullest extent permitted by law.

Louisiana Regulation: Players participating in the USTA League acknowledge the risks associated
with playing competitive tennis, accept those risks voluntarily, and in consideration of their
acceptance in the USTA League Program, assume all risks for bodily injury, waive all claims for
injury and property damage and release and hold harmless the USTA Louisiana and the host facility,
their officials, employees and agents with respect to any injury or loss caused by negligence or
otherwise to the fullest extent permitted by law

1.04F Official League Rating Program. The National Tennis Rating Program (NTRP) is the official

system for rating levels of competition for the USTA League.
1.04F(1) Entry. A player without a valid NTRP rating level in TennisLink, a returning player with
an expired NTRP rating level, a Tournament Exclusive (T), Mixed Exclusive (M), or Automatic
Appeal-Mixed or Tournament Exclusive (A) rated player who does not have a valid Computer (C)
rating from a previous year, or does not have a valid Self (S) rating, and chooses to participate in
the Adult Division, must self-rate to be assigned a new rating, reassigned to their last expired rating
or a higher rating based on their playing history to enter the USTA League Program as shown in

the following table:
NTRP RATING LEVEL FOR ENTRY INTO LEAGUE PLAY

DIVISION AGE GROUP PLAYER’S NTRP RATING LEVEL

18 & Over
40 & Over
55 & Over
Straight NTRP Levels (3.0, 3.5,
4.0)

Current NTRP level and/or up to one
level higher than the player’s current NTRP level.

Combined NTRP rating levels of partners shall not exceed
the team NTRP level.

55 & Over NTRP rating level difference between partners shall not
Combined NTRP Levels (9.0) exceed 1.0.

The minimum NTRP Level for:
6.0is2.5;7.0is3.0;8.0is3.5;9.0is 4.0

18 & Over
2.5,30,35,4.0,45
40 & Over
3.0,35,4.0,45
Straight NTRP Levels

Current NTRP level and/or up to one level above the
player’s current NTRP level.

Combined NTRP rating levels of partners shall not exceed
the team NTRP level.
18 & Over (10.0)
40 & Over NTRP difference between partners shall not exceed 1.0.
Combined NTRP Levels
The minimum NTRP Level for:
6.0is2.5;7.0is 3.0; 8.0is 3.5; 9.0is 4.0; 10.0 is 4.5.




NTRP RATING LEVEL FOR ENTRY INTO LEAGUE PLAY

DIVISION AGE GROUP PLAYER’S NTRP RATING LEVEL

**18 & Over

2.5 Straight NTRP level Limited to 2.0 and 2.5 NTRP rated players

18 & Over Combined NTRP rating levels of partners shall not

40 & Over exceed the team NTRP level.

55 & Over . . .
. The maximum NTRP Level for: 5.5is 3.0; 6.5is 3.5; 7.5
Combined N