USTA Louisiana
Junior Team Tennis
Sportsmanship Statement

Players participating in Junior Team Tennis programming, across Louisiana, will abide by the
2025 USTA Friend at Court’s sportsmanship policy (see below):

SPORTSMANSHIP POLICY

Sportsmanship is the foundation of tennis. It is essential to tennis as a welcoming, open, and
inclusive sport. Sports integrity follows a boundless set of core values and attributes that enrich
the lives of all who participate.

These attributes include, but are not limited to:

* Understanding and following the rules

* Being fair

* Acting with character

* Respecting others

* Winning with humility and losing with grace

* Maintaining composure

* Being accountable for one’s own actions

* Giving others the benefit of the doubt.

Tennis is more fun when players are good sports, and when persons associated with the players
and the sport reinforce the ideals of good sport conduct. It entices people to stay involved with
the sport their entire lives. Being a good sport is its own reward—both on and off the tennis
court. Sportsmanship builds trust, generates mutual respect, and promotes friendship among all
people. As we grow and develop the game, we do so with the highest commitment to sports
integrity.

PRINCIPLES

1.Courtesy is expected. Tennis is a game that requires cooperation and courtesy.

2. Points played in good faith are counted. All points played in good faith stand. For example, if
after losing a point, a player discovers that the net was four inches too high, the point stands. If a
point is played from the wrong court, there is no replay. If during a point, a player realizes that a
mistake was made at the beginning (for example, service from the wrong court), the player must
continue playing the point. Corrective action may be taken only after a point has been completed.
Shaking hands at the end of a match is an acknowledgment by the players that the match is over.
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