ST. JOHN BREBEUF PARISH

Sunday, December 22, 2019: Fourth Sunday of Advent
Schedule of Masses December 23 - 29

23 Monday 9:00 AM Repose of the Soul of George Woodall
24 Tuesday 5:00 PM & Midnight, St John’s; 7:00 PM St Peter’s
25  Wednesday 9:30 AM Christmas Mass, 11:30 AM, St. Peter’s
26 Thursday 9:00 AM Weekday Mass

27  Friday 9:00 AM Weekday Mass

28  Saturday 5:00 PM Mass for Sunday

29  Sunday 9:30 AM Feast of the Holy Family

St. Peter’s Oustic Sunday 11:30 AM

Friday 7: 00 PM First Friday of the Month
Sunday Collection December 14/15
Regular Collection . . . . $1566.00

Thank you very much

It has been a while since | thought a good day declared only when things worked out in my favour;
or conversely, a bad day defined by the fact that | had to endure a little pain or suffering. | think
what is true, however is that life is good in its sorrow’s and joys, its ups and downs for the one
reason - that God is in it. Knowing of my salvation and, better still, the Savior himself allows the
power of the incarnations to work through us. Our union with the” Word made flesh” means that
when we are at work or play or prayer that it is the Lord himself who works, plays or prays through
us. The scriptures tell us that “we have been bought and paid for”. May our script response to this
reality be one with Mary’s when she prayed:” Let it be done unto me according to your word”.
Thank you for caring for your parish through your prayers, works and sacrifices. | know it is worth it
to you because you do it for your Lord and Savior. Merry Christmas to you all, and please these busy
days do not travel “in haste” but travel slowly and safely as you go to and from visiting loved ones.
Father Don

Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve — St. John Brebéuf 5.pm and 12 Midnight.
Christmas Eve — St. Peter’s 7.pm

Christmas Day — St. John Brebéuf 9.30am

Christmas Day — St. Peter’s 11.30am

Dear Leaders of Heart and Soul Campaign There will be a short meeting with Father Don Sanvido
Tuesday January 7™, 2020 at 7.pm in the parish hall. This is for both St. John and St. Peter leaders.
We will look at the Survey Results plus how to proceed with the campaign. Thank you.

Trip to Guelph

We drove to the drop-in center in Guelph and distributed many coats, socks, sandwiches and coffee.
The generosity of our community was overwhelming enabling us to share coats and socks with the
Willow United Church food bank in Guelph and Mission to the Seafarers in Hamilton. Extra
sandwiches were brought to the Erin food bank to be distributed to FB clients.

Thank you, Rob, Claire, Acadia, Louise, Sergio, Ron, Abby, Irene and Ralph, for supporting on Sunday.
A very special thank you to Margaret, Hilda and Ron who worked tirelessly with myself these past
few weeks organizing all the Clothing donations.

Our donations to the Christmas hampers have exceeded our targeted 30 hampers to fill over 50.
Photographs will be uploaded to the web site.

Thanks to each and every one who made this a phenomenal achievement.

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year to all. Francesca.

Volunteers Needed To Count our Weekly Offertory Contributions
We are looking for a few additional volunteers to help out with counting the money from our weekly
offertory. If you are interested, please speak with Fr. Don.

Advent and Justice

Several times in today’s readings we hear the name Emmanuel which means ‘God with us’. We
often imagine God as distant, somewhere out there overseeing the world, as transcendent and this
is true. But the message of the Incarnation is that God is also immanent; that God walks among us,
even now. So, where do we see this God who walks among us? In beauty, truth and
goodness? Yes, but also in our sisters and brothers, human and other-than-human, and especially in
those who suffer. It is one thing to pray to a transcendent God and another to respond to
Emmanuel who dwells in us, among us in the homeless, the hungry, the lonely and in the violated
earth. We are called to do both, and Advent is a great time to begin! Pray and respond!!

Keeping Christ in Christmas

Here is another suggestion to make Jesus the focus of our Christmas preparations.

Some Suggestions for Christmas Day: CHRISTMAS MORNING. Before opening the gifts take a few
minutes to gather together as a family. Put Baby Jesus in the Manger. Read the Christmas Story
(Luke 1:5-56 and 2:1-20), and discuss the true meaning of Christmas.

Have a “Happy Birthday Jesus” Party with a birthday cake. Set a place at the Christmas table for
Jesus.

Readings for Next Sunday, December 29, 2019

First Reading: Sirach 3.2-6, 12-14; Second Reading: Colossians 3.12-21 Gospel: Matthew 2.13-
15, 19-23; Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 128): “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO FEAR IN THE
LORD AND WALK IN HIS WAYS.”


bill.pokocky
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