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The hall is a place for the community to gather for Coffee Sundays, Lenten 
Lunches, Potlucks and many other events.  These gatherings give us the opportunity 
to renew our commitment to living in an environmentally and socially sustainable 
way.  Pope Francis echoes the theologians of Latin America in saying “The cry of 
the earth and the cry of the poor are one and the same.”  The Canadian Conference 
of Catholic Bishops state “The earth is entrusted to humanity like a garden that is 
managed but not owned.  Humans are responsible for being gardeners for the 
species of plants and good shepherds for the species of animals.  Humanity is 
accountable, not only for managing the domain entrusted to it, but also the image 
of God reflected by means of their management.” 

 
Using the hall in an environmentally and socially sustainable manner requires 

a bit of forethought and a bit of effort!  The following is a great start; 
• Avoid disposables.  Styrofoam takes more than a thousand years to 

break down!  There are plenty of dishes in the cupboards and washing 
up is a great time to reconnect with old friends or meet new 
parishioners.  For offsite events dishes are still preferable but the 
option to use compostable cups/plates that come with an 
environmental surtax to the buyer is a possibility.  If this is 
necessary, please ensure that the dishes are composted. 

• Avoid bottled water.  Water is a human right and as such should not 
be sold.  Bottled water costs much more than tap water, is less 
regulated and the bottles are often thrown in the landfill (yes, even 
those put into the recycling bin). 

• Recycle anything that can be.  Bins are provided.  If they aren’t there, 
take it home. 

• Compost coffee grinds and filters, tea bags and any appropriate 
vegetable matter.  Please take it home. 

• Use Fair Trade, organic products.  The following items are available 
from Heidi (833-9816/gsheidim@gmail.com):  coffee, tea, hot 
chocolate and sugar. 

• Ideally parishioners are follow these practices at home. 
 
Let us, at St John Brebeuf, take this opportunity to renew our relationship with 
the earth and, by extension, with God.  Thanks for caring for creation! 
 


