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BY IRCDUC 
Information and Resource Centre for the Deprived Urban 
Communities (IRCDUC) has launched the Urban October 
Campaign to highlight the problems of growing inequality 
in the urban spaces exacerbated by COVID-19, Climate Crisis, 
and Conflicts. Emphasising on the theme for the World 
Habitat Day (3 October 2022) for the year 2022 'Mind the 
Gap. Leave No One and No Place Behind', IRCDUC seeks to 
generate awareness on the issues faced by the deprived 
urban communities related to access to land, housing, social 
entitlements, and opportunities. 

Through the campaign, IRCDUC seeks to - 

Facilitate a platform to amplify the voices of the 
marginalised communities 
Advocate for legal and policy safeguards to protect the 
deprived urban communities from arbitrary eviction 
Reiterate the need for adopting inclusive climate resilient 
strategies without displacing marginalised communities 
from their places of habitation, and 
Ensure enhanced access to social entitlement by 
connecting people with the policy makers 

Contact: 
ircduc.chennai@gmail.com  
https://ircduc.org/  

mailto:ircduc.chennai@gmail.com
https://ircduc.org/


WORLD HABITAT DAY   
3 OCTOBER  2022 
FACILITATE A PLATFORM TO AMPLIFY THE 
VOICES OF THE MARGINALISED COMMUNITIES  
IRCDUC facilitated creative engagement initiatives with 
children to emphasise the need for facilitating a democratic 
space for children to provide their inputs for strengthening 
public policies and programmes. IRCDUC firmly bellies that 
inclusion of the voices of children in planning and 
development will help the Government efficiently address 
issues with a child-friendly perspective.  



Over 50 children (31 girls and 19 boys) participated in this 
initiative and through drawings they expressed their 
aspirations for a child-friendly city.  

A child-friendly city is defined as “a city, town, community, 
or any system of local governance committed to improving 
the lives of children within their jurisdiction by realising 
their rights as articulated in the UN Convention on the 
Rights of Child. In practice, it is a city, town, or community 
in which the voices, needs, priorities and rights of children 
are an integral part of public policies, programmes, and 
decisions.” - UNICEF, Child Friendly Cities Initiative. 

In June 2022, Government of Tamil Nadu formulated rules for 
formation of Ward and Area Committees under the Urban 
Local Bodies to enhance participation of public in 
governance. However the rules formulated had no reference 
to participation of children. Through this campaign IRCDUC 
reiterates the Government of Tamil Nadu to amend the rules 
and facilitate formation of groups for children



ENSURING ACCESS TO SECURITY OF LAND 
TENURE FOR THE DEPRIVED URBAN 
COMMUNITIES: REPORT RELEASE  

The report released on World Habitat Day 2022 reveals that 
64% of settlements eligible for land titles do not have access 
to secured tenure in the city of Chennai.  

Media Link: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/
tamil-nadu/four-decades-on-world-bank-funded-
beneficiaries-in-city-slums-yet-to-get-sale-deeds/
article65967630.ece 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/
2022/oct/04/sale-deed-evades-residents-for-35-yrs-in-
chennai-2504708.html  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/four-decades-on-world-bank-funded-beneficiaries-in-city-slums-yet-to-get-sale-deeds/article65967630.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/four-decades-on-world-bank-funded-beneficiaries-in-city-slums-yet-to-get-sale-deeds/article65967630.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/four-decades-on-world-bank-funded-beneficiaries-in-city-slums-yet-to-get-sale-deeds/article65967630.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/four-decades-on-world-bank-funded-beneficiaries-in-city-slums-yet-to-get-sale-deeds/article65967630.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/four-decades-on-world-bank-funded-beneficiaries-in-city-slums-yet-to-get-sale-deeds/article65967630.ece
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2022/oct/04/sale-deed-evades-residents-for-35-yrs-in-chennai-2504708.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2022/oct/04/sale-deed-evades-residents-for-35-yrs-in-chennai-2504708.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2022/oct/04/sale-deed-evades-residents-for-35-yrs-in-chennai-2504708.html




POSTER A DAY 
INITIATIVE 
31 AWARENESS POSTERS TO ADVOCATE FOR 
LEGAL AND POLICY SAFEGUARDS TO PROTECT 
DEPRIVED URBAN COMMUNITIES FROM 
ARBITRARY EVICTIONS AND REITERATE THE 
NEED FOR ADOPTING AN INCLUSIVE CLIMATE 
RESILIENT STRATEGY WITHOUT 
DISPLACEMENT COMMUNITIES FROM THEIR 
PLACES OF HABITATION 



POSTER TEMPLATE  

POSTER CONTENTS  

Day Theme Content

Day 1 Urban October Urban October is an opportunity for 
everyone to be part of the conversation 
about the challenges and opportunities 
created by the fast rate of change in our 
cities and towns. The month begins with 
World Habitat Day on the first Monday of 
the month and ends with World Cities Day 
on 31 October.



Day 2 Legal and 
Policy 
Safeguards – 
Resettlement 
and 
Rehabilitation 
Policy

The draft Resettlement and Rehabilitation 
Policy was made available in the public 
domain for comments in October 2021. 
One year on, the policy is yet to be 
finalised by Government of Tamil Nadu

Day 3 Legal and 
Policy 
Safeguards – 
Definition of 
‘Slums’

“Any area is or may be a source of danger 
to the health, safety, convenience of the 
public of that area or of its 
neighbourhood, by reason of the area 
being low-lying, insanitary, squalid, 
overcrowded or otherwise.” (Tamil Nadu 
Slum Areas (Improvement and Clearance) 
Act, 1971. Need for adopting a sensitive 
definition upholding the dignity of the 
residents. 

Day 4 Legal and 
Policy 
Safeguards – 
Urban 
Homeless

The ‘Tamil Nadu State Policy to Address 
the Needs of the Homeless Persons with 
Mental Health Issues’ is the only policy 
available. There is a need for framing a 
Comprehensive State Policy for the Urban 
Homeless to address the intersectional 
issues faced by families, individuals, 
elders, persons with disabilities, and 
transpersons in homeless situations.

Day 5 Legal and 
Policy 
Safeguards/ 
Rights of 
Children – 
Participation of 
children in 
urban 
governance

The Tamil Nadu State Policy for Children, 
2021 and the Tamil Nadu Urban Local 
Bodies (Ward Committee and Area 
Sabha) Rules, 2022 notified by 
Government on 24 June 2022 has no 
reference to formation of Bala Sabhas or 
‘Siruvar Nagara Mandrams’ in urban 
areas. The inclusion of the voices of 
children in planning and development will 
help the Government efficiently address 
issues with a child-friendly perspectives.

Day 6 Legal and 
Policy 
Safeguards – 
Notification of 
‘Slums’

After the Tamil Nadu Slum Areas 
(Improvement and Clearance) Act, 1971 
was passed, 1202 ‘slums’ were notified in 
Chennai. 17 more were added to the list in 
1985. Since then, no new ‘slum’ has been 
officially recognised in the city.



Day 7 Legal and 
Policy 
Safeguards – 
Notification of 
‘Slums’

Of the 100 ‘slums’ surveyed under Rajiv 
Awas Yojana (RAY) only 87 ‘slums’ are not 
notified.  Notification process of the 13 
notified ‘Slums were carried out prior to 
1992.

Day 8 Legal and 
Policy 
Safeguards – 
Notification of 
‘Slums’

The absence of information about the 
status of notified ‘slums’ in the Slum Free 
Plans of Action (Rajiv Awas Yojana) for the 
cities of Chennai, Coimbatore, Tiruppur, 
and Vellore (Tamil Nadu) and the high 
prevalence of non-notified ‘slums’ in the 
other cities reveal the lack of importance 
given to the notification process.

Day 9 Legal and 
Policy 
Safeguards – 
Notification of 
‘Slums’

In the city of Salem, none of the ‘slums’ 
surveyed under the Slum Free Plans of 
Action (Rajiv Awas Yojana) are notified.

Day 
10

World 
Homeless Day

The World Homeless Day is observed 
every year on 10th October to draw 
attention to the needs of people who 
experience homelessness.

Day 
11

Evictions in 
Chennai: Facts

96% of the evictions carried out in 
Chennai from 2015 to 2022 were carried 
out for ‘restoration of waterbodies’

Day 
12

Evictions in 
Chennai: Facts

88% of the evictions carried out in 
Chennai from 2015 to 2022 were carried 
out in the middle of the academic year 
affecting children’s education.

Day 
13

Evictions in 
Chennai: Facts

99% of the settlements evicted from 2015 
to 2022 in Chennai were not issued legal 
notices prior to the eviction.

Day 
14

Evictions in 
Chennai: Facts

In Chennai, 18,723 families (around 
74,000 individuals) were evicted from 
2015 to 2022.

Day 
15

Evictions in 
Chennai: Facts

In the last two decades, 61,432 families 
(around 2,34,728 individuals) were 
evicted from Chennai and resettled in 
sites located in the peripheral areas of 
the city.



Day 
16

International 
Guidelines: 
Forced Eviction

A forced eviction is defined as, “the 
permanent or temporary removal against 
their will of individuals, families and/or 
communities from the homes and/or land 
which they occupy, without the provision 
of, and access to, appropriate forms of 
legal or other protection.” - Article 3, 
General Comment 7 (‘Forced evictions’) of 
the UNCESCR.

Day 
17

International 
Guidelines: 
Forced Eviction

Evictions shall not be carried out in a 
manner that violates the dignity and 
human rights to life and security of those 
affected. - United Nations Basic Principles 
and Guidelines on Development based 
Evictions and Displacement, 2007

Day 
18

Demands for 
Upholding 
Human Rights 
of the Resettled 
Families

•     Undertake comprehensive and 
holistic human rights-based impact 
assessment in all the resettlement 
sites 

•     Evolve site-specific development 
plans for all resettlement sites.

Day 
19

Demands for 
Upholding 
Human Rights 
of the families 
facing eviction 
threat

·     The Tamil Nadu Draft R&R Policy 2021 
should be finalised with provisions 
upholding the principles of Social 
Justice. The Policy framework should 
include a human rights-based 
approach that is gender-inclusive, 
child-friendly, and facilitating an 
enabling environment for persons 
with disabilities and the elderly.

Day 
20

Children & 
Resettlement

56% of the children from the resettlement 
sites of Perumbakkam, Navalur and 
Gudapakkam, travel more than 10 
kilometres every day to access education. 
(IRCDUC, 2018)

Day 
21

Children in 
Street 
Situations

54% of the children in street situation do 
not have access to anganwadi centres 
(Day Care Centres) -  (IRCDUC, 2018)

Day 
22

Children in 
Street 
Situations

There are 10,674 children in street 
situations in Tamil Nadu



Day 
23

Women-
headed 
households 
and 
Resettlement

44 per cent of the women-headed 
households have lost their livelihood after 
resettlement. (IRCDUC, 2020)

Day 
24

Persons with 
Disabilities and 
Resettlement

40 per cent of persons with disabilities 
have lost their livelihood after 
resettlement. (IRCDUC, 2020)

Day 
25

Domestic 
Workers and 
Resettlement

Of the women who lost livelihoods after 
Resettlement 50.2 per cent are domestic 
workers (IRCDUC, 2020)

Day 
26

Women and 
Resettlement

Absence of adequate day care facilities 
for children and lack of safety in the site 
forces resettled women to stay at home 
and take care of their children. Lack of 
safety in the settlements results in 
restriction of mobility of women and 
children and increases the dependence 
on family members for their mobility. 
(IRCDUC, 2020) 

Day 
27

Women and 
Resettlement

In the resettlement site of Perumbakkam, 
Chennai women travel over 10 kilometres 
to access maternity care (IRCDUC, 2022) 

Day 
28

Disaster and 
Vulnerable 
Communities

The disaster management policies of 
Tamil Nadu should have specific 
interventions for the vulnerable 
communities and comply with, the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
2015–2030 and the Inter-Agency 
Standing Committee’s Operational 
Guidelines on the Protection of Persons 
in Situations of Natural Disasters. 



 

Day 
29

Restoration of 
Water Bodies 
and Vulnerable 
Communities

Historically, marginalized communities 
settled near water bodies, as these were 
the only available lands that were neither 
in demand nor in possession of affluent 
communities. The trend of excluded and 
deprived communities settling on non-
titled, government lands is directly linked 
to the process of historical 
marginalization that has prevailed in the 
state of Tamil Nadu and other parts of 
India. The act of forcibly dislocating 
marginalized and vulnerable families from 
their places of habitation to city margins, 
without exploring possibilities of 
relocation near their existing sites of 
residence, is an act of socio-spatial 
segregation.

Day 
30

Restoration of 
Water Bodies 
and Vulnerable 
Communities

All conservation and restoration 
programmes and processes should 
include the active participation of poor 
and marginalized communities. They 
should be seen as contributors to the 
process, and not targeted and 
discriminated.

Day 
31

World Cities 
Day

World Cities Day brings Urban October to 
an end on 31 October each year and was 
first celebrated in 2014. As with World 
Habitat Day, a global observance is held 
in a different city each year and the day 
focuses on a specific theme. This year’s 
global observance is planned to take 
place on 31 October 2022 under the 
theme Act Local to Go Global.



ENSURE ENHANCED ACCESS TO SOCIAL 
ENTITLEMENTS BY CONNECTING PEOPLE WITH 
POLICY MAKERS  

On World Homeless Day Observed on 10 October every 
year, IRCDUC took up a campaign to ensure access to 
social entitlements for the urban homeless. With support 
from students of two city colleges (Loyola College and 
Madras School of Social Work) health insurance scheme 
was availed for 18 individuals in homeless situations.  
372 individuals in homeless situations were identified and 
efforts are being taken to access social security measures 
applicable for workers engaged in informal sector of 
employment. This process was also supported by students 
of social work departments.  

Entitlement Camps for persons in 
homeless situations 



Students filling up the application forms 
for health insurance 

Rights holders with their health 
insurance cards



 

URBAN OCTOBER CAMPAIGN IN THE MEDIA  
Policy needed to help homeless people lead dignified 

life in Tamil Nadu, The New Indian Express, 8 October 
2022. https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-
nadu/2022/oct/08/policy-needed-to-help-homeless-
people-lead-dignified-life-in-tamil-nadu-2505878.html  

How flawed eviction and resettlement are triggering 
child marriages in Chennai, Citizens Matters, 4 November 
2022, https://chennai.citizenmatters.in/child-marriages-in-
chennai-resettlement-areas-evictions-school-dropouts-girl-
child-protection-53551 
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ABOUT US 

Information and Resource Centre for the Deprived Urban 
Communities (IRCDUC) is a community-centric information 
and resource hub for the urban communities located in 
Chennai, India. Since 2011, IRCDUC has evolved as platform 
to enhance capacities of communities, facilitate community-
led initiatives, information about laws and policies, and 
undertake policy researches related to land and housing of 
the deprived urban communities.  

Contact us for more information: https://ircduc.org/contact-us 
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