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THE LONG ISLAND GASOLINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION IS A NON-PROFIT TRADE 
ASSOCIATION LOCATED ON LONG ISLAND IN NEW YORK STATE. WE WORK LOCALLY,  
STATE WIDE, AND  ON THE FEDERAL LEVEL WHEN NECESSARY.  FOR PAST 88 YEARS 
WE HAVE WORKED AGGRESSIVELY TO DEFEND THE SMALL-SCALE, INDEPENDENT 
BUSINESS OWNERS,  WHO COMPRISE OUR MEMBERSHIP.     

Would you like your location to be highlighted on the cover of the LIGRA newsletter? 
Please submit a photograph along with a brief description of your location for           

consideration.   
L.I. Gasoline Retailers Association   270 Spagnoli Road, Suite 203   Melville, N.Y. 11747  
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WELCOME 
Staff & Company Info 

FYI, you can now pay your LIGRA dues online 
with no fees for ACH payments. 

Contact our office to be set up for this 
convenience  w w w . L i g r a . c o m    2  

ASSOCIATION UPDATES 

PMI USA tobacco nicotine pouches, are now   
sponsoring our bi-monthly LIGRA Newsletter 
mailings. We encourage our members to     
express their support for this partnership. 

 



 If you are currently enrolled in Medicare or plan to enroll soon, we offer com-
prehensive supplement plans to meet your needs. For further details, please 

contact us during the open enrolment period.   

w w w . L i g r a . c o m  3  
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• BRANDED & UNBRANDED GASOLINE
• BRAND IMAGE PACKAGES
• STATION IMPROVMENTS
• DIESEL FUEL & KEROSENE
• HI-OCTANE RACING FUEL
• CHEVRON/TEXACO AVIATION FUELS

SERVING THE TRI-STATE
AREA FOR OVER 75 YEARS

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL:  1-800-862-2355

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT:
www.benit.com
103 SMITHTOWN BLVD. 
SMITHTOWN, NY 11787
P: 631-265-8800
F: 631-724-2377



  
  

We represent Independent Automotive Repair Shops, Body 
Shops, Convenience Stores, and Gas Service Stations throughout 
Long Island and the Five Boroughs of New York State. Our aim is 
to support the interests of these independent businesses and the 
motoring public. 

Legislative and Regulatory Representation 
Technical Education 
Legal Representation 
Guidance on Local and State Laws and Regulations 
Workers’ Compensation Safety Group: Offers an upfront discount with year-

end dividends. A 35% rebate was paid out last year, in addition to having 
one of the lowest Workers' Compensation rates. 

Multiple Health Insurance plans are available, with assistance provided for 
enrollment and monthly billing. 

Medicare Supplement Plan available for family members or friends who are 
on Medicare. 

General Liability Insurance, Garage Keepers, and Environmental Programs 
offered. 

Updates on Current and Proposed Laws and Regulations Affecting the In-
dustry 

Credit Card Processing Program 

Membership provides representation for your industry at the Statewide Legislative 
Branch and with Local Governments and Municipalities when appropriate. Members 
also receive assistance with preparing applications for Department of Motor Vehicle 
licensing, Department of Environmental Protection permit registration, and guidance 
regarding agency rules and regulations. Access is available to discounted workers’ 
compensation safety group programs and other business insurance lines. 
For issues regarding NYVIP3 or OPUS, LIGRA has established communication chan-
nels with OPUS. If you have questions, service issues, or concerns, you can contact 
LIGRA for support in getting the needed information or assistance. 
Information about your business and industry is provided through monthly news-
letters and weekly updates as applicable.  
 

Additional resources are available on the LIGRA.com website. 
 

 These are some of the benefits of being a member of LIGRA: 
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U.S. drivers hesitate to choose an electric vehicle (EV) for their next vehicle purchase despite the growing number of EV mod-
els introduced to the market in recent years.  
According to a new AAA study, just 16% of U.S. adults say they are very likely to likely to purchase a fully electric vehicle as 
their next car — the lowest percentage recorded of interest in EVs since 2019. Meanwhile, the percentage of consumers say-
ing they are unlikely or very unlikely to purchase an EV rose to 63%, marking the highest point since 2022.  
AAA conducted the annual survey March 6-10, using a probability-based panel designed to be representative of the U.S. 
household population overall. A total of 1,128 interviews were completed among U.S. adults  
Surveyed drivers cited high battery repair costs (62%) and purchase price as key barriers to going fully electric. Other top con-
cerns include the perceived unsuitability of EVs for long-distance travel (57%), a lack of convenient public charging stations 
(56%) and fear of running out of charge while driving (55%).  
Additionally, 31% of drivers who are undecided or unlikely to purchase an EV have safety concerns; 27% reported challenges 
installing charging stations at their homes; and 12% pointed to the potential reduction or elimination of tax credits and re-
bates.  
Still, interest in EVs isn't dead. Nearly three-fourths of surveyed drivers pointed to gas savings as a reason for potentially buy-
ing an EV, along with concern for the environment (59%) and lower maintenance costs (59%). While AAA's 2024 "Your Driving 
Cost" analysis found that EVs had the second-highest total ownership costs due to depreciation, purchase prices and finance 
charges, it also found that EVs had the lowest fuel cost of any vehicle type and the lowest maintenance costs.  
Overall, public perception regarding the future of EVs remains uncertain, AAA found. The percentage of drivers who believe 
that most cars will be electric within the next 10 years dropped from 40% in 2022 to 23% this year. Interest in EVs to take ad-
vantage of tax credits and debates is also down, falling from 60% of those saying last year they are likely to buy an EV to 39% 
this year.  
AAA noted that today's consumers may find more appeal in hybrid or plug-in hybrid vehicles, as they combined the ad-
vantages of traditional internal combustion engines with electric power, which reduces range anxiety while providing an envi-
ronmentally friendly alternative.  
  L I G R A  p a g e  6  

 Interest in Electric Vehicle Cars  Stalls Among U.S. Consumers  

  
New York State, MANDATES all 
employers, regardless of the company's 
size, must have a sexual harassment 
policy. Employers must also conduct 
ANNUAL interactive sexual harassment 
training and provide a written anti-
harassment policy to ALL employees, to 
help keep you in compliance with 
these regulations.  
To comply with the MANDATORY 
interactive sexual harassment training, 
LIGRA will be hosting this  training 
class.  These classes will be held in our 
LIGRA Office . 
We do also offering sexual harassment training in addition, at your location,.   
The cost is $40.00 per person for LIGRA members and $75 per person for non-
LIGRA members. 
Contact us to set up your training, at Chris@LIGRA.COM   

IS YOUR TRAINING UP TO DATE? 

mailto:chris@LIGRA.COM


 The DMV field inspectors are out in force conducting undercover inspections. The fines they have been 
issuing have more than doubled, and court appearances have not significantly reduced these fines. 
Therefore, it is important to ensure that all inspections are thorough and complete. These are some of 
the violations that licensed inspection stations can incur: 

• Issuing inspection stickers without performing proper inspections. 

• Using unauthorized or fraudulent inspection stickers. 

• All lug nuts are checked. 

• The ends of the wiper blades are intact. 

• The rear safety belts are present and functional. 

• There are batteries in the tint meter, and that all windows comply with the tint limits. 
• Failing to maintain the required equipment or records. 

• Performing inspections by uncertified inspectors. 

• Conducting inspections outside the scope of the station’s license (e.g., emissions testing without prop-
er authorization). 

 
Don’t allow the DMV to fine you for these simple items. 

  
Fine Structure 

Fines vary based on the violation’s nature and whether it’s a first or subsequent offense. Examples in-
clude: 

• Fraudulent or Unauthorized Stickers (VTL 306-f): A misdemeanor charge with fines up to $300 per vio-
lation plus an $85 surcharge. Repeated offenses within 18 months can lead to higher fines and up to 
30 days in jail. 

• General Inspection Violations: Fines for improper inspections or record-keeping can range from $50 to 
$500, depending on the violation’s severity and the station’s history. Persistent violations may lead to 
license suspension or revocation. 

  
How Stations Can Avoid Fines 

• Ensure all inspections are conducted by certified inspectors using DMV-approved equipment. 

• Maintain accurate records and return unused stickers by the March 1 deadline. 
• Display the Official Inspection Station sign and adhere to scheduling requirements (e.g., inspecting ve-

hicles within eight working days or providing a written appointment). 

• Regularly train staff on DMV regulations and stay updated on changes via the DMV website or indus-
try resources. All the regulations are on the LIGRA.COM website 

• Address customer complaints promptly to avoid escalation to the 
DMV w w w . L i g r a . c o m  7  

Keeping you informed 
This is what the DMV is up to  
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Advertise in our Newsletter!

CONTACT ME  
Maureen Weber

mweber@4LPi.com 

 (800) 477-4574 x6021



   

PLUS Nassau and Suffolk Counties  made Changes to their BULK storage  
 
 
 DEC has released a revised version of DER-25: Petroleum Bulk Storage Inspection Guidebook. The primary pur-
pose of this document is intended to provide guidance to DEC inspectors. However, the document also benefits 
owners/operators of petroleum bulk storage facilities by highlighting items evaluated during a DEC inspection 
so owners/operators may self-inspect to ensure that they are meeting applicable PBS regulations. 

Proposed Guidance: 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is revising DER-25 / Petroleum Bulk Stor-
age (PBS) Inspection Guidebook. 
The policy provides guidance on consistent procedures for inspecting PBS facilities, as well as consistent inter-
pretation and application of the PBS regulations. While owners/operators of PBS facilities are not the target au-
dience of DER-25, they will benefit from the guidance by knowing which compliance items DER staff will evalu-
ate during PBS inspections. 
Revisions include: 
• Updated to match current inspection practices 
• Incorporated the new (electronic) PBS Inspection Form based on Survey123 

• Structured to match the 2023 PBS regulations 
• Addressed any recently discovered issues, as well as any lingering discrepancies between 40 CFR 280 and 

Part 613 (and associated stances, respectively) 
• Specified parallel and/or superseding Codes/regulations (in case the inspector observes possible violations 

that need to be referred to another agency) 
  
CP-51, Soil Cleanup Guidance – DER is issuing revisions to Commissioner’s Policy (CP)-51, Soil Cleanup Guidance 
for public comment. 
PURPOSE: CP-51 was first issued in October 2010. The policy describes the procedures for developing soil clean-
up levels for remedial programs administered by the New York State DEC Division of Environmental Remedia-
tion (DER) that are not otherwise listed in the Soil Cleanup Objective tables published in 6 NYCRR Part 375, Envi-
ronmental Remediation Programs. 
Revisions include: 
• Guidance values for perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluoro octane sulfonic acid (PFOS) are provided. 

• Updated guidance values on polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) cleanups to be consistent with the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s cleanup criteria. 

• Updates to the supplemental soil cleanup objectives in Table 1. 

• Values for ecological resource and protection of groundwater are revised and the basis for the new values is 
included in an appendix. 

• Residential values previously included in Table 1 were based on outdated criteria and procedures and have 
been removed. New cleanup values for those contaminants will be developed. 

Various other amendments to incorporate needed changes, clarifications, and modifications to the policy based 
on experience gained since the policy was first implemented.  

 Changes to the  Petroleum Bulk Storage Inspection Guide-

w w w . L i g r a . c o m           9  Continued to page 10 



 
Text of Proposed Revisions to CP-51 
Red-line Strike-out Document of Comparing October 2010 issued CP-51 versus June 2024 Proposed Revisions 
Combined Appendices, A-E A revised document correcting a typo in the values for 1,2,4-Trimethylbeneze and 
1,3,5-Trimethylbenzene in Tables 2 and 3 was re-posted on June 25, 2024. 
Requests for information on the proposed policy may be directed to Jenn Dawson, NYS DEC - Division of Envi-
ronmental Remediation, 625 Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-7012, E-mail: derweb@dec.ny.gov. 
DER-41, Financial Assurance Guidance - DER issued DER-41, Financial Assurance (FA) Guidance for public com-
ment on October 12, 2023. Public comments on this policy are being reviewed.  
PURPOSE: This program policy provides guidance to project managers and remedial parties to ensure that finan-
cial funding is available for the continued Operation, Maintenance, and Monitoring (OM&M), and enforcement 
of institutional or engineering controls required by a Decision Document and/or a Consent Order. These controls 
are necessary for the continued protection of public health and the environment. At a minimum, FA will be re-
quired as part of the remedial alternative if: the present worth of the OM&M costs are greater than three mil-
lion dollars; or it is anticipated that the selected remedy will require OM&M for greater than 10 years. 
For additional information regarding the policy revision, visit DEC’s proposed guidance on their website. 

 
 

 Continued from page 9  

w w w . L i g r a . c o m             1 0  

Not sure if you are in Compliance?  
As a LIGRA member you can always contact 

Paul at MES   631-393-6655 

https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2024-06/draftcp51revised.pdf
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2024-06/draftcp51revised.pdf
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2024-06/rlsocp512010vs2024.pdf
https://dec.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2024-06/combinedappendixa.pdf
mailto:derweb@dec.ny.gov
https://x9ojrgfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZVO-CGN0FKsX21TyMv-uSpbj4JKR4pCoO18Jxr4_2yyJqSfFxouhaKguVrr3P7rljCz5hnBCuP-hSyPtC-vf9DAwGrKizG1GBjI9OfLNZJn8xwHN316Dm5XJOpl2bbM0dsAopGTPZJfdbB0A6zc8pbUsFpN44CMPltWJAuMWwbLqV_CTWO6p5_OzhuHLzhAuHD0yJrtZXoE89RZIcn3ofggZdl


Hybrid electric vehicles continued to gain market share in the U.S. in 
the first quarter, while plug-in hybrid and battery EV sales were flat, 
the Energy Information Administration said on Friday.  
The agency said that the pricing difference between the two 
categories could explain the divergence in sales.  
The agency said the cost of an average BEV rose to $59,200 in March 
from $55,500 in December, while the average price of all new 
vehicles fell to $47,500 from $49,700.  
This 25% difference between BEVs and the industry average prices in 
March was the highest in any month since April 2023, it said.  
EIA said the drop in EV sales was driven by lower demand for certain 
battery electric models such as the Honda Prologue, Chevrolet 
Equinox, and Tesla Model Y. These declines were partially offset by 
increased sales of other BEV models, such as the Volkswagen ID.4 
and Toyota bZ4X.  
About 22% of light-duty vehicles sold in Q1 in the U.S. were hybrid, 
BEV, or plug-in hybrid vehicles, up from about 18% in the Q1 2024, 
the agency said. EIA based its report on data from Wards 
Intelligence.  
--Reporting by Frank Tang  
 
© 2025 Oil Price Information Service, LLC. All rights reserved. 

Hybrid EV's Share of US Market Up in Q1,  
PHEV, Battery EVs Sales Flat: EIA  

  Did You Know 
That LIGRA  sells 10 Day Petroleum 

Reconciliation books (dip books). These books 
have been produced in cooperation with the 
NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation and are intended for use by 
stations having up to six totalizers for sale of 
each petroleum product and a total of four 
petroleum tanks or less. Each book has space 
for  200  days of record keeping,  that  will last 
for slightly more than six months. 

The price is $20 per book . Contact either 
your Ligra  rep or call our office 631-755-5550  t 
o order, call (518) 452-4367. 
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DIP BOOKS 
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Lou Halperin’s Station, Inc. & SPJ Distributors
Branded Wholesale Distributors SHELL, CONOCO and CITGO

Gasoline and Motor Oil 
	

“Competitive Pricing,
Unbeatable Service”

1144 Atlantic Avenue | Baldwin, New York 11510
516-546-8414 • 718-426-1616 • Fax 516-623-5103

• Image Enhancement 
• Superior Credit Card System

• Dynamic Colors and Graphics
• Outstanding Seasonal Promotion Programs

LEVITTAN & GOETZ  
CPA’S, PC

320 Crossways Park Dr. 
Woodbury, NY 11797

513.326.8282

Your Long Island Business Insurance Specialists for Over 100 Years

Small Business Owners Policies Management & Professional Liability
General Liability • Workers Compensations 

Surety Bonds • Cyber
Contact Chris today!

Walter P Geoghan Agency 
Inc870 Montauk Hwy, Bayport, New York 11705

(631) 472-5000	 chris@geoghanagency.com
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Are you turning 65 this year?  If so contact us, we will help you navigate the 
Medicare and supplement  confusion.   


