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Jabari's Log

INTRODUCTION
Jabari's Log IS A TIMESTAMP PIECE.

Jabari’s Log is a short film. It is a psychological thriller, that takes

place on a college campus. The story opens up with Jabari, and his

girlfriend Cameron. Now for context, Jabari has one month left

before he will be leaving for the summer because of a major

internship he’s received. Cameron is a bit sad about it, but she won’t

let that stop her from enjoying the time that they have. As a result,

Cameron has plans a surprise late night adventure for them. The

surprise however, takes a turn for the worse. 

This story, is intended not only to challenge the normal stereotypes

of horror, it presents an allegory of socio-economics and the lack

of mental health awareness in black and brown communities. This

film challenges you to ask many questions, but here are two

questions this film certainly will make you think about. First, If you

had a chance to change the outcome of your life, would you? And,

How would you feel if you were voiceless and powerless in your time

of need?

EMOTIONAL, THOUGHT PROVOKING, AND CHILLING, JABARI'S LOG IS A

STORY INTENDED TO CHALLENGE VIEWERS TO THINK ABOUT REALITY AND

THE WAY THINGS CAN CHANGE IN SUCH A SHORT TIME,, SO WE MUST BE

CAREFUL WITH IT. 



opening look #1
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story BEGINNING
it all starts friday night, at 11:19 pm... it is fairly quiet with a little

motion from the locals. in a smalltown, a young man by the name of

JABARI, sits in the passenger seat of his car waiting for his girlfriend,

CAMERON, outside of a convenient store. 

Cameron comes out the store with A BAG OF SNACKS, WITH THE

INTENTIONS OF HAVING A FUN LITTLE NIGHT WITH JABARI, WHO HAS

JUST GOTTEN BACK FROM A LONG DAY AT WORK ... they drive off

AS COUPLES DO, JABARI AND CAMERON DISCUSS THEIR DAYS, GOING BACK

AND FORTH DETAILING OUT THEIR DAYS, SHARING THEIR FRUSTRATIONS,

THEIR WANTS... AND HOPES FOR THE FUTURE. JABARI, who is one month

away from leaving for a major media internship, makes it known to

cameron, he is so excited that he doesn't have much longer left at his

current job. Cameron, tries her hardest not to think about it, since

she knows it is approaching soon. her only goal is to enjoy the time

she has with him...

they pass through the rural streets of their smalltown, passing old-

style houses, a couple of college buildings... and- their respective

dorms? jabari now has a feeling of confusion as to where cameron

is taking him. he was under the impression they would be going to

watch a movie at one of their places and just have a good time, but

that is not the case- cameron turns down a road... a dark road.
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look #2
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the road
"Woah, woah, woah, babe, where are we going?", jabari asks, as he finds

himself descending on this narrow road, that is only illuminated by

the lights on cameron's car. jabari is curious, and nervous, but

cameron assures him that everything is okay and that he should just

TRUST HER. "I TRUST YOU", JABARI SAYS... "NO, NO, -CAMERON, STOP THE

CAR!" 

JABARI COULD NO LONGER COSIGN TO THIS BECAUSE FEAR AND

INSTINCT, TOOK OVER HIS INITIAL FEELING OF TRUST FOR CAMERON. 

-WHERE ARE THEY GOING?

Now that they are stopped, cameron confesses her surprise- she

planned to take jabari stargazing as a way to spend time with him

since he does not have long before he leaves. they share a heartfelt

moment and jabari decided to continue the journey with cameron

on the dark and narrow road... until-
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look #3

Human Body?

"Oh my god, jabari, what do we do?" - cameron
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the body on the road

"UNIVERSITY POLICE, HOW MAY I HELP YOU?"- "I'D LIKE TO REPORT AN

REPORT AN INCIDENT...," JABARI SAYS... COMPOSED.

moments later...

university police:

"we don't have jurisdiction to that road. it's own by the city police,

so you will have to call them to take care of it."

"what the hell!", Jabari says, and he hangs up! -

babe... do you see that?, cameron says. as....

the body moves on the ground!
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the body on the road

Pt. 2
"cameron tells jabari, they must go check on the person, but jabari

insists they leave, and just call the city police to come-

cameron gets out the car-

she approaches the body slowly-

AHHHHHH!!!!!

Cameron wails and cries... she falls to the ground. Jabari runs to her. 
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who is the body?

jabari grabs cameron! he holds her closely, comforting her-

HE TAKES A GLIMPSE AT THE BODY... ONLY TO FIND-
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it is jabari...

jabari
wounded clone



"jabari stands pale-faced and stunned at the site of an identical

clone of himself.

cameron continues to cry and she begins to say....

jabari come back to me.

But is jabari not behind her?

red and blue lights-

jabari standing bewildered, looks on, while cameron

continues to console the identical man.

Jabari's Log

jabari's clone
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unheard/Unseen and

helpless

Cameron

Jabari Clone Jabari (Unseen by Cameron)

The police tells jabari to step away from the girl, and put his
hands up. jabari begins to plead his case to the officer,
urging him it's all a misunderstanding. he tries to call on
cameron, but she no longer sees or hears him, as she now is
only connected with the identical jabari clone. JABARI HAS
PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY BEEN SEPERATED FROM HER REALITY,
AS SHE BEGS SOVERNLY FOR HELP. wHAT IS INTERESTING TO
NOTE, IS THAT THE POLICE DOES NOT SEE THE IDENTICAL MAN,
BUT ONLY THE GIRL- WHY?
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JABARI'S LAST CRY

JABARI STANDS BETWEEN A GUN, HIS GIRLFRIEND, AND A
WOUNDED CLONE OF HIMSELF. WITH NO ONE TO HEAR HIM IN
HIS TIME OF HELP, HE IS DEFENSELESS.. HIS SCREAMS TURN TO
WHISPERS AND THE NOISE AROUND HIM GETS SWIRLY.
CAMERON CALLS OUT AND THE POLICE WARNS HIM ONE LAST
TIME-

BANG!
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THE DREAM

JABARI WAKES UP TO FIND THAT HE WAS DREAMING....

HE RECEIVES A TEXT...

HE LOOKS AT HIS PHONE AND IT IS FROM CAMERON-

"What are you doing after work tomorrow night? I have a
surprise for you!" 

He looks across his room and he sees his outfit from the
dream hanging up in his closet.
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characters

JABARI - 21, african american male; he is witty, empathetic, and
easily enticed. jabari is a well educated young man, with all
the upside in the world. he is career-driven and passionate.
he has done everything right and well thus far. as a result,
he has landed one of the biggest opportunities of his life,
and he has to find out that the only thing in his way, are
two things he can't avoid, the world, and himself.

cameron - 20, female. she is very lively, intelligent,
spontaneous, and thoughtful., YET INSECURE. she only wants
to make the most out of every remaining moment, she has
with jabari. SHE IS VERY EDUCATED, Studying to become a
teacher, and her dedication and preparation is unmatched
because she understands the challenges she faces to
overcome the hump of achieving her goal. however, she is
not real, she serves as a symbol and key figure in the
repressed thoughts jabari is having within himself. In the
story, her connection is untethered from jabari, symbolizing
the split in between African American households.
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tone and style

the visual style of jabari's log, shifts from a state of calm,
into chaos, then back to calm. it is intended to be a soft
cinematic approach. the cinematography is dark, given the
location and timing of everything, and it is intended to
make you think

jabari's log is a timestamp piece. i call it a timestamp piece
because it is relevant in today's time, along with the past and
future.

aesthetically the colors follow the minimalist palate. lots of
browns, and blacks, throughout the film. their is no
soundtrack, but the sound design is intended to ebb and
flow through the anxious feeling the film gives viewers. 
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COSTUMES

JABARI CAMERON

"good things take time"
foreshadows the coming

events in the story with jabari.

browns and blacks contrast
with overall setting of the
scene. brown is comforting,

black is strong, but dark.

the seven chain is a symbol of
luck. the phrase "luck has run
dry" comes to mind with this

piece.

cameron represents a minority in the education workforce,
representing the 7.6% of black female teachers in america. this

sweatshirt is also from a b.o.b. and it gives power to the
importance fo being black and educated

browns and blacks contrast
with overall setting of the
scene. brown is comforting,
and it symbolizes support..


