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Good Samaritan Law in USA
All 50 states and DC have some type of GS law.   The details of the law vary by jurisdiction, 
including who is protected from liability and under what circumstances.

COMMON FEATURES

➢ Duty to Assist: No person is required to give aid of any sort to a victim.

➢ Imminent Peril: If a victim is not in imminent peril and aid is provided, a court may rule 
that this law does not apply.

➢ Reward/Compensation: Only first aid provided without the intention of reward or 
financial compensation is covered.

➢ Obligation to Remain: If a responder begins giving aid, he/she must not leave the 
scene until it is necessary to call for needed medical assistance.  The responder is not 
legally liable for any harm to the person assisted, as long as he/she acted rationally, in 
good faith, and in accordance with their level of training.
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