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Meet the first Chicago-based African-American rapper with Autism. Shakar 
Griffin, aka Shakar-Ism, is a lyricist, beatmaker, and audio engineer diagnosed 
with this neurodevelopmental condition when he was four. Doctors’ claimed 
he would have issues communicating, but with faith and the support of both 
parents, Shakar-Ism lives by his motto.
“Autism does not stop me!” 
– Shakar-Ism
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“Autism does not stop me!”
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Notable Performances

KRS-One
Bone Thugs In Harmony
Common Endorsement
Seandell Interview and Endorsement
Chairman Fred Hampton Jr Interview
C.O.R.E. / CORE Music Foundation
State Senator Willie Peterson
Richard J. Daley Center

Presented Live Freestyle Performance
Opening Act at Power 92 Radio Event
Video of Common Endorsing Shakar-Ism
Power 92 Endorsement and Introduction
Chairman of the Black Pantha Party Cubs
C.O.R.E. Talent Discovery Project Winner
Dan Ryan Woods Appreciation Event
Outdoor Performance Series

https://linktr.ee/shakarism?utm_source=linktree_profile_share&ltsid=8e5d1dd9-5fc2-465d-8ee1-442c7cf38b86


Watch Video Here Watch Video Here

https://youtube.com/shorts/hSCRWc4mems?si=frwYePqMIw4pmt1F
https://youtube.com/shorts/qnjqa1CmKNY?feature=share


Watch Video Here

Watch Video HereWatch Video Here

Watch Video Here

https://youtu.be/onhekSXpKWs?si=EOwoRLePbfFM7pfu
https://www.facebook.com/1600577799/videos/3483963368522070/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1532322070606660
https://www.facebook.com/messenger_media?attachment_id=971576118078895&message_id=mid.%24cAABa_r45MyCXPCTG1GRCt93E72Jf&thread_id=100050606212976


SHAKAR-ISM
"Shakar" means "one who is grateful" in Arabic. "Ism" is defined by the Oxford Dictionary as a 

distinctive practice, system, or philosophy. "Shakar-Ism" is the practice of being grateful. 
"Shakar-Ism" is primarily the practice of Shakar Griffin, simply being himself. He was diagnosed 

with Autism at the age of four. Doctors and school officials stated that Shakar would have 
trouble communicating, interacting with other children, and with social skills. By age eight, 

Shakar-Ism had already taught himself to sing and play piano, trombone, and recorder by ear. 
He later began to experiment with different audio recording programs.

Shakar-Ism defied all odds! Not only did he learn to communicate and drive, but he also 
became a talented songwriter who makes beats and writes lyrics. He is a skilled audio engineer 
who records, mixes, and produces his music. He is a performing artist and graphic designer who 

created the Shakar-Ism clothing line. He supports autism awareness and motivation efforts 
towards mental health. All are uplifted or moved by his winning spirit and quest to inspire 

everyone. Although Shakar Griffin received offers of two scholarships to attend Harvard 
University, Shakar-Ism turned them down to follow his passion for music. Shakar graduated 

with an Entertainment Business Certificate from SAE Institute Chicago, where he continues to 
study for the Entertainment Business Associates Degree.

Shakar-Ism has had the honor of winning the title and being crowned King at the Quad Fest, in a 
Verzuz-styled rap battle with local talent. He is one of the talented winners of the C.O.R.E. Talent 
Discovery Project with CORE Music Foundation. He also received recognition and endorsement 
from Grammy-winning artist Common. Shakar-Ism has opened up for Bone Thugs In Harmony 

and was honored to give a live freestyle performance for KRS-One. He has performed at the 
Harold Washington Cultural Center, The Grand Ballroom Chicago, Richard J. Daley Center, The 

Wrigley Building, Promontory, and various events throughout the Chicagoland area. Shakar-Ism 
has graced the stage with Chicago Legends Twista, Shawnna, Crucial Conflict, Three Piece, 

and many more.

Shakar-Ism performed at the mourning family’s birthday celebration for Chicago's missing 
postal worker, Kierra Coles. The event aired on WLS TV, WBBM TV, WGN TV, and WMAQ TV in 

Chicago. He also performed for IL State Senator Willie Peterson. Seandell of WPWX-FM Power 92 
Radio interviewed Shakar-Ism, broadcast his music on the station, and featured him in his 
upcoming documentary What Seandale Means To Chicago. Shakar-Ism took pride in being 

interviewed by Chairman Fred Hampton Jr. of the Black Pantha Party Cubs and ChiBlizz of My 
Radio Chicago. Shakar-Ism was grateful to have had the opportunity to work behind the scenes 

for shows featuring Twista, DJ Quick, Too Short, and Morris Day. "Autism does not stop me! " 
States Shakar-Ism. He has independently released the songs AUT and Get From The Matrix on 

all streaming platforms. Shakar-Ism is ready to take his career to the next level.


