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     James is a book written to instruct us in some very practical ways of living. The truths found in this small but powerful book will aid one in living a better life and help him in his dealings with both his brother and sister in Christ and those folks who live in and for the world. James wrote one of the great truths was this, "A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways" (James 1:8).

     Let us ask this question and then answer it in this short article. Who is a "double-minded man?"
     (1) A "double-minded man" does not keep his eyes focused in the right direction. Instead of always looking to Jesus when he makes decisions, he will sometimes look to others who pull him in their path. He will allow his friends and even family to cause him to make decisions that are not good for the cause of the Lord,

     (2) A "double-minded man" looks to power in making his decisions. He likes to think that he alone has the rule and that all others must do as he says, and if they disagree with him, he will devise a plan to bring them down to their knees. He is ruled by his need for power instead of his need to follow Jesus.

     (3) A "double-minded man" lets money stand in his way of making the right decisions. People have often been pulled into the wrong direction simply because they lost sight of the Lord and began to look to the riches of this old world, and thus they became double-minded.

     (4) A "double-minded man" does not always tell the truth! He is pulled in two or more directions by different things and or people. His decisions will sometimes be made based upon his love for his family and friends rather than his love for the Lord.

     One who finds himself/herself in this sinful condition of being a "double-minded man" is said by James to be “unstable in all his ways.” Why is this true? Because the one who is "double-minded" cannot be trusted in anything whatsoever. As Luke wrote, 'He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. If, therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man’s, who shall give you that which is your own?” (Luke 16:10-12).  If you cannot be trusted to make decisions based upon the Lord and His righteous, instead of the things of this world such as money, friends, power, and family, then you cannot be entrusted with heavenly things, and thus, you are called "unstable in all your ways."

     May God help us always say and do the right thing based on our love for God and not our love for man and the things of this world.

