HAVE I BECOME YOUR ENEMY BECAUSE I TELL YOU THE TRUTH?
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Truth, when spoken, often causes many people to be mad at the one speaking instead of opening up their ears and receiving the Truth? It is indeed sad to think that many people are happy to continue in sin and do not want others to expose their sin, and when such happens, they become angry with the person doing the speaking. The words of the apostle Paul ring loudly in our ears, “Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?” (Gal. 4:16).

      
Does the Truth matter? Does it matter what one believes? One of the reasons many will become the enemy of the one speaking is because they do not think Truth matters. That is, they believe Truth is subjective and not absolute. But what does the Bible say about such a doctrine?

      
Paul said, “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:6-9). Paul said there is not another gospel, meaning there is only one Gospel, and we need to give heed to the one Gospel. To listen to something other than the one Gospel is to be cursed. When Paul writes about the one faith in Eph. 4:5, he speaks about the one Gospel of Galatians 1:6-9. When Jude says we are to contend for the faith, he talks about the one gospel or one faith of Galatians 1:6-9 and Ephesians 4:5.

When one rejects the Truth, it is not the messenger he/she is refusing, but instead, they are contradicting one who is far greater than anyone. They are rejecting the God of heaven. They are rejecting the one who died for them on the cross of Calvary. Jesus said, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth, not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak” (John 12:48-50). When we reject the words of the messenger who is speaking the Word of the Lord, we are rejecting the Lord Himself. When the children of Israel cried for a king to be like the other nations, God said to Samuel, “And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them” (1 Sam. 8:7). Likewise, when the children of Israel murmured against Moses, Moses said, “And Moses said, This shall be, when the LORD shall give you in the evening flesh to eat, and in the morning bread to the full; for that the LORD heareth your murmurings which ye murmur against him: and what are we? your murmurings are not against us, but against the LORD” (Ex. 16:8). 

One must obey the Truth. It is only obedience to the Truth that will set us free from sin and give us a home in heaven. Jesus said, "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). And then He told us what that Truth was and still is today. "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth" (John 17:17). There is a right way and a wrong way; we can choose one or the other, but we cannot choose to do both. Jesus said, “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Matt. 6:24). John wrote to the church in Laodicea and said, “So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth” (Rev. 3:16).  
      
My friends, are you rejecting the messenger, or are you denying the Truth? Remember, there is a difference. When we reject God's message, we are not abandoning the messenger but rather the God of heaven. By doing so, we place our eternal soul in danger of hellfire, everlasting destruction. Let us make sure we listen to Truth and accept it no matter what it may cost us in this life; heaven is too near and too great to miss. 
 

