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confessing to our brethren, nor does it exclude
coming before the church. We have examples/
commandments of such, Matthew 18:15-20, if
they do not hear you after two or three witnesses,
then take them before the church.

Also, when a brother was committing
fornication (1 Corinthians 5:1-11), he was to be
brought before the church in order to save his
soul. This was done before the church in order,
“To deliver such an one unto Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor. 5:5).
In doing so, he would be restored to the fold of
God. How often should this be done? Matthew
wrote, “Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord,
how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I
forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto
him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but,
Until seventy times seven.” (Matt. 18:21-22).

As we confess our faults one to another, we
are to pray for each other. The text says: “The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much” (5:16). The prayer of righteous
people has great power as we continue to pray
for each other.

If we continue to walk in the light, His
blood continues to wash all our sins away, (1
John 1:6-10). Because when “we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sin
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” To
whom do we confess our sins? God! Not to the
world! Why would Christians take their sins
before the world? Can the world pray for the
Christian? NO! The world has no access to the
Father of lights; only the child of God has this
right.

The Bible teaches that we are a family, and the
family takes care of their own. We cry with each
other, we rejoice with each other (Romans 12:15),
and we pray with each other. Jesus said, “Give not
that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye
your pearls before swine, lest they trample them
under their feet,
you” (Matt. 7:6). When we put our business on
Facebook for the world to see, we are casting our

and turn again and rend

pearls before the swine. Furthermore, we are giving
people the means to be busybodies in business
which they have no business knowing about. Peter
wrote, “But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or
as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in
other men’s matters” (1 Pet. 4:15).

I understand the need for accountability.
When I was younger, I had a smoking problem and
needed help quitting. I tried for many years to stop,
but it seemed hopeless. Finally, I went to a brother
(a fellow Christian, not the world) and told him my
problem, and we prayed about it. Knowing that he
knew and that he and I were praying about it, [ was
able to quit smoking. But remember, the
accountability was to a church member, not the
world.

Brethren, Facebook, social media, the World-
Wide-Web, etc., are good tools to use for God’s
glory. But, beware because they are also tools used
by Satan to destroy your influence and the church’s
influence. So, if what you place on these platforms
is not for the edifying of the church (Romans
14:19; 1 Corinthians 10:23; 14:26; 2 Corinthians
12:19; Ephesians 4:29), then please for the love of
the church and the salvation of souls, do not let
Satan use you to the destruction of your soul and
the soul of others.
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Have the faith
that moves mountains.

Have the faith that comes from ;
the abiding presence of Jesus i

Live each day
believing God's promises,
watching for Jesus' return,
and expecting to meet Him
at any time.
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Church Office
478-272-7515

EVANGELIST
Johnie Scaggs, Jr.
478-279-0754

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Sunday Bible Classes................10:00
Morning Worship ....................11:00
Evening Worship........ccc.cveeeee. 6:00
Wednesday Classes..........ccoc....... 6:30

Leave no room for dotibt!
Live each day
in the glory of His presence,
always being ready
to give the reason
for your faith in Jesus

Leave no room for doubt!
Don't let the worries

of the moment

have a place in your heart.
With faith that moves mountalns
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Free Bible Correspondence Course g
to all who ask. Please call us or

write to us and we will help you get ¥
started. '
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CONFESS YOUR FAULTS ONE TO ANOTHER

Johnie Scaggs, Jr.

James said, “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (Jas 5:16). What does it mean to
“confess your faults (sin)?”” And to whom should we confess our sins? These are questions that have a
biblical answer.

It is becoming a trend among those who use Facebook and other media outreaches to layout ones
whole life history for the world to see. This is worldly and is not of God. It is unfortunate that in our
modern “woke” world, even within the church, we have left biblical principles and adapted to the
world’s ways. The wise man warned of such foolishness: “There is a way which seemeth right unto a
man, But the end thereof are the ways of death” (Prov. 14:12). It is only natural when men of the world
lead men, they will do as men of the world do.

Some tell us that the way to confess your sins today is by acknowledging them on the “World-
Wide-Web” for all to see. They want to place it on Facebook, where they will receive all kinds of
accolades for their “bravery” in confessing those sins to all. They call it “having accountability.”
“Accountability” to who? To whoever will read what they post! The problem with this type of
reasoning is it is not of God but of the world. That is, it is worldly. Once again, remember, when men
of the world lead men, they will do as men of the world do.

What does the Bible say about confessing our sins? In James chapter five, James set forth three
questions: (1) “Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray.” (2) “Is any merry? Let him sing psalms.” (3)
“Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church....” (5:13-14a). In this context, James
is writing to Christians. It informs us that if we are afflicted, we should pray about it. If we are merry,
then we should lift up our voices in song, singing praises to the Lord, for it is He who has made us be
merry. But if we are sick, we should call for the elders to come and pray over us or for us.

This sickness is both physical and spiritual. When we are physically sick, we should call for elders
to come and pray for us. However, the same is true when we are spiritually sick. The Bible teaches us
that they (the elders) have the rule over us, and they watch for our souls (Hebrews 13:17). They also
tend to and feed our spiritual needs (1 Peter 5:1-4; Acts 20:28). These men are mature and spiritual men
who can help us in times of trouble (Titus 1:9).

After calling for the elders and having prayed for the one who is sick, the text says “and if he have
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him” (5:15b). Then in verse 16, the text says, “Confess your
faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16).

In the context we are to confess our sins to the elders “one to another.” This does not exclude
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“ FAMILY MATTERS H

ONGOING HEALTH
PROBLEMS

SICK:

Pat Joiner, Leslie Guevara, Letha Angst, Gracie
Pope, Michael Baugh, Melba Wilkins, Brenda
Rogers, Jackie Flowers, June Breazeale, Sharon
Joiner’s mother, James Parlor, and Gail Brown,
Tim Franks, Jan Moses, Martha Stewart, Coby
Gay and Barbra Jenkins aunt to Fred Jenkins.
Cody Coleman Melissa Hickman’s cousin and
Karen Jones.

LOCAL NEWS

PANTRY ITEMS FOR THE WEEK:
When buying items for the Pantry, try to buy
canned goods that have a top on them that can
be opened without a can opener.

Quick oats and Instant (microwave)

CEDAR LANE:

March 29th the adults’ will be going to Cedar
Lane for a night out of fellowship. We will
meet there at 6:00 pm., if you want a ride, the
van will leave here at 5:00 pm. If you are
going, please sign the list in the foyer so we
can have a room reserved.

SINGING:

Next Sunday the area-wide singing is at
Hillbridge at 3:00 pm. Lets try and have a good
showing and enjoy the fellowship.

BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARY FOR
THE MONTH OF Mar.

Lynne Brown .......cccccevieienninnn. 3/9/1957
Lorraine Burcks .....ccvvevveveennnnn. 3/4/1963
Vivian Foster ....ccceeevvvvvveieeennnne. 3/24/1945
Melissa Hickman ..................... 3/4/1975
Ryan Hinson .......c.ocvvvvniinnnns 3/12/1985
Heaven Richardson .................. 3/19/2008
James and Sherri Smith ............. 3/1/2008
Scott SMith ...cvvvvviiineneiiiinnnnnnn. 3/2/1973
Amorous Williams .................... 3/5/2016

Jim Dearman and the TV program “Good
News Today” airs on Macon TV every
Sunday morning at 6:30 A.M. on WGXA-
ABCTV16 both on Cox Cable and over the
regular airwaves and may be picked up on
an antenna. You can even download an app
and see the programs any time you wish. See
the website at http://gnttv.org/ and on
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
Good-News-Today-TV.

SHUT-IN:

Sonny Teagle, Mary Harris
Crystal Pierce

Welcome to the Bellevue
Road Church of Christ. If
you are a visitor, you are our
honored guest. Please sign
the guest book in the foyer.




