
Inspection of Twinkletoes (Early 
years) Pre-school Limited
Horton Kirby & South Darenth Village Hall, Horton Road, Dartford, Kent DA4 9AX

Inspection date: 8 October 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children quickly settle into the familiar routines of the day and show they feel 
reassured and safe at the welcoming nursery. Staff show an interest in what 
children have to say and ask questions to extend their thinking and language. They 
encourage mutual respect and good manners. Staff are positive role models, 
showing warmth towards children and being highly attentive to their needs. This 
helps children to have positive attitudes and behaviour. 

There is a strong focus on children's supporting children's emotional regulation, 
confidence, and resilience. Staff understand children's preferred play patterns. They 
plan targeted activities that are tailored to children's individual needs. These 
support children to focus and engage more effectively. Children enjoy the exciting 
activities available to them, and this helps them behave well. Staff are calm in their 
approach if children get frustrated or upset. They intervene quickly to prevent 
disagreements escalating. Children explore and investigate alongside their peers 
and are supported to understand their own and other's emotional needs.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff deliver an effectively sequenced curriculum. They plan activities which 
follow children's interests to help to ensure that children are motivated to learn. 
Staff assess what children have previously learned and can do. They regularly 
observe children and use their findings as a foundation for further learning. 
Children make good progress in all areas of their development.

n Children have many opportunities to develop their physical skills. For example, 
they have access to indoor and outdoor spaces where they can move in different 
ways. Children enjoy climbing and balancing on climbing frames and slides in the 
local park. They learn to manage risks from a young age with encouragement 
and support from staff. This helps children to develop confidence, as well as 
improve their strength and coordination. 

n The managers ensure staff implement fun and engaging activities. For example, 
they provide real food to explore and play with in the role play 'Harvest Shop'. 
Children learn new vocabulary as they describe the autumnal items that they 
have found at home. Overall, children remain focused during these activities and 
experiences. However, at times, staff are less confident in using spontaneous 
opportunities to develop children's play and extend their learning. This does not 
fully support children to consistently build further on their knowledge and skills.

n Children enjoy adult-led group times as part of their daily routine to support 
their listening and attention skills. Younger children, and those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities are invited to engage and sing along with 
activities, such as rhymes to count and name the days of the week. Staff ensure 
that all children are involved and included in the daily activities. 
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n The curriculum offers wonderful learning opportunities in and around the local 
environment. For instance, children enjoy regular visits to the park and nearby 
shops. Staff also help children to develop some understanding of personal 
difference and identity, for instance they discuss their likes and dislikes and find 
out what makes them unique. However, these experiences are not yet fully 
extended to help children learn in greater detail about wider cultural experiences 
and the wider world in which they live. 

n Parents state they feel well informed about their child's progress in the nursery. 
For example, staff keep parents up to date with their child's learning and 
development via an online digital app. Staff build strong relationships with 
parents to ensure open communication and combined efforts to support 
children's emerging needs.  

n Leaders are reflective of the provision and understand the importance of 
ensuring that staff feel valued. They review staff performance and demonstrate 
that they benefit from ongoing professional development. Leaders provide a 
wealth of training opportunities for staff, much of which is delivered at face-to-
face staff meetings and by using an online training package. Staff practice is 
continuously improving as they are supported learn more about how children 
learn and develop. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to more consistently extend and challenge children's learning 
during spontaneous play 

n enhance the provision for children to learn about diversity outside of their 
communities and in the wider world.

Inspection report: Twinkletoes (Early years) Pre-school Limited
8 October 2024 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 2726875

Local authority Kent

Inspection number 10366812

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person Twinkletoes (Early Years) Pre-School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP561331

Telephone number 07989707036

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Twinkletoes (Early Years) Pre-school Ltd. registered in 2023. It operates from a 
community hall in Horton, Kent. The setting is open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday from 9.15am until 2.45pm. It opens on a Wednesday from 9.15am until 
12.15pm. It operates term time only. The pre-school has a staff team of eight. Of 
these, all eight hold relevant early years qualification to level 2 and above. The 
manager holds qualified teacher status. The pre-school provides funded places for 
two-, three- and four year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kate Williams
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an adult-led activity with the 

Nominated Individual.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Twinkletoes (Early years) Pre-school Limited
8 October 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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