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INTRODUCTION - Christianese

In the diagram above, Parable of the Sower - Faith Types, on the scale of
1 through 4, where is your heart?
For those who fall into category #1, Faith Blinders (hardened hearts), the
only thing we can do is pray God will break down the barriers and they will
let Him in.
Category #2, Faith Rocky, is made up of the individuals who profess delight
with the Word; however, their heart is not changed. The speak Christianese.
Earlier this week I was talking to a gentleman at the gym that I have known
for a few years. We were just catching up on our lives and he mentioned he
had gotten a job at a mega-church a couple of years back. I asked him how
that was going. He indicated he was quitting and going to start a church of
his own; adding that he felt led to do this. I thought to myself, ok, if God has
led you to do this, great. But all the time I have known him he has been a
pious type of individual: he always came across as lacking empathy.
I asked him where he was planning to start this church and who he thought
was going to attend. He really didn’t answer so I suggested he go after the
“unwanted.” He looked at me with a questioning face so I went on to
explain, “you know, the unwanted---the teenagers or adults with all the
piercings, tattoos, colored hair, long hair, bikers, etc…” concluding with
the statement, “you cannot judge anyone.” Well, this must have been the
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catalyst that struck a nerve. He started to recite Scripture after Scripture
about how you can judge and about sinful natures. I finally just walked away
thinking “wow he speaks Christianese.” This man can recite Scripture after
Scripture and yet he is spiritually bankrupt---no heart, no compassion, no
love.
The Bible repeatedly tells us Jesus had compassion.
I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, the deeds for which he is to be
praised, according to all the LORD has done for us—yes, the many good
things he has done for the house of Israel, according to his compassion and
many kindnesses.
He said, “Surely they are my people, sons who will not be false to me”;
and so he became their Savior.
In all their distress he too was distressed, and the angel of his presence
saved them. In his love and mercy he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
(Isaiah 63:7-9 NIV)

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the good news of the kingdom and
healing every disease and sickness.
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them,
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
(Matthew 9:35-36 NIV)

You can quote all the Scriptures and look religious but without a true heart,
true love, it means nothing. There is currently a song playing on Christian
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radio stations that addresses this same thought. It is The Proof of Your Love
by King and Country. Quoting a lyric: “If I speak God’s word with power
and reveal all His mysteries, making His word plain as day, and I have faith
to say to a mountain jump and it jumps but I don’t LOVE I am nothing.”
How true. It pains me to think how many Christians speak Christianese.
Jesus never cared for religion or a religious mindset. All through His 3 year
ministry on earth He pointed out how hypocritical they were.
The Bible tells us to continually focus on spiritual things: who God really is,
what He has said in His word, and His calling to us to further His LOVE.
This requires us to spend time pondering and working on improving our
ambassadorship of God’s kingdom.
Before we look for answers to the aforementioned questions, it is beneficial
to realize how mankind got to where we are and why. To do this we must
start at the beginning, when God created man in His image.
Ponder: David told his son Solomon, "Learn to know the God of your
ancestors intimately. Worship and serve him with your whole heart
and a willing mind. For the Lord sees every heart and knows every
plan and thought. If you seek him, you will find him. But if you
forsake him, he will reject you forever."
(1 Chronicles 28:9 NLT )

Jesus belongs to everyone. Followers of Jesus Christ develop at their own
speed. Each type of seed, each person, has a unique gestational period. We
should be praying for all people. We must remember that all new life and
growth comes from God. When we surrender our efforts to God, we can
battle the discouragement that comes from listeners who do not appear to
accept the Word of God offered to them. When you truly seek Him, He will
guide your way.
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Introduction - Where is your plumb line?

In a previous sermon, Revival of Your Heart - Christianese, you were asked
a very important question: On a scale of 1 through 4, where is your heart?
For those who fall into category #1, Faith Blinders (hardened hearts), the
only thing we can do is pray God will break down the barriers and they will
let Him in.
Category #2, Faith Rocky, is made up of the individuals who profess delight
with the Word; however, their heart is not changed. They speak
Christianese.
Please read: Revival of Your Heart - Christianese.
Category #3 depicts one who seems to receive the Word, but whose heart is
full of riches, pleasures, and lusts; the things of this world take his/her time
and attention away from the Word, and the individual ends up having no
time for it. I heard someone say, you can tell what is truly in a person’s heart
by looking at his checkbook ledger. Well, that may have been true years ago,
but today most people use a different method of paying, like a debt card
etc... Just like those that fall into category #2, you can hide it from your
fellow believers but not from God:
There is nothing that can be hid from God; everything in all creation is
exposed and lies open before his eyes.
And it is to him that we must all give an account of ourselves.
(Hebrews 4:13 GNT)
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This principle is shown us in Matthew 19:16-24 and Mark 10:17-23, the
story of the rich man wanting to follow Jesus. He had done everything right
and kept all the commandments but his plumb line was off plumb. Jesus
knew his heart. On the outside he looked prim and proper but that was not
where his heart lay. Same as us, we must take care and examine our own
heart honestly and truthfully.
A plumb line is a line with a plumb (weight) attached to it, used for finding
the depth of water or determining the vertical on an upright surface. It has
been around for a very long time.
Six times God uses the term plumb line as an idiom for “measures one’s
righteousness.” This is the spiritual application of a plumb line.

I will stretch out over Jerusalem the measuring line used against Samaria
and the plumb line used against the house of Ahab.
(2 Kings 21:13a NIV emphasis added)

So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a
tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation;
the one who trusts will never be dismayed.
I will make justice the measuring line and righteousness the plumb line; hail
will sweep away your refuge, the lie, and water will overflow your hiding
place.
(Isaiah 28:16-17 NIV emphasis added)

…God will stretch out over Edom the measuring line of chaos and
the plumb line of desolation.
(Isaiah 34:11b NIV emphasis added)
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Thus He showed me, and behold, the Lord was standing by a vertical wall
with a plumb line in His hand.
The LORD said to me, "What do you see, Amos?" And I said, "A plumb
line." Then the Lord said, "Behold I am about to put a plumb line In the
midst of My people Israel. I will spare them no longer.
(Amos 7:7-8 NASB emphasis added)

Ponder: Amos, writing under the inspiration of God, referred to this familiar
tool to explain that God would measure men and their devotion to
Him by His standards---by His Word---not man’s.
…Men will rejoice when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel.
(Zechariah 4:10b NIV emphasis added)

Zerubbabel is laying a foundation straight with his plumb line. Those that
have the plumb line in their hand must look up to the eyes of the Lord and
have a constant regard for God’s Word (the Bible), thus acting in
dependence upon its guidance and submission to its disposals.
The Christian’s plumb line can be found in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4:
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
that he was buried,
that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,

This small set of Scriptures is used as a plumb line to measure all other
faiths/groups.
Ponder: God belongs to all people. He is calling everyone to Him.
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
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He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish,
but everyone to come to repentance.
(2 Peter 3:9 NIV)

Ponder: God is longsuffering in order that you may answer His call.
Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation,
just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom
that God gave him.
(2 Peter 3:15 NIV)

There is an old story that illustrates God calling us;

Thy Father Calleth Thee
An aged Quaker named Hartman had a son in the Army; and when he
received news that a dreadful battle had taken place, he went to the scene of
conflict to find him. The officer said they believed the boy was dead because
he had not answered to his name. This did not satisfy the father, however,
and he set out across the battlefield to call for his beloved son who was
dearer to him than life. Night set in and Hartman continued searching by
lantern until a gust of wind extinguished the light. In desperation, he began
shouting; “John Hartman, thy father calleth thee.” Finally, in the dark
distance, Hartman heard his boy's voice crying; “Here, father.” He then
took him in his arms, carried him to headquarters, and nursed him back to
health.
God loves us more than life itself; and as His beloved Son hung on the cross
and died for our sins, He shouted to us in a dark world, “(your name here),
thy Father calleth thee.” Have you cried, “Here, Father?”
Simon Tugwell, Dominican priest:
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“So long as we imagine it is we who have to look for God, we must often
lose heart. But it is the other way about - He is looking for us.”
Christians must train their minds to ponder who God really is, who we are to
Him, what His Word says and means, and the majesty of our calling. We are
all called in one way or another---we have the choice to accept God’s calling
or reject it. If we accept and answer His calling, we must learn to be
transformed by the renewing of our hearts and minds.
Before we jump into the Revival of Your Heart with both feet and of course
our heart, this might be the opportune time for a little self-examination.
What is blocking you from being inside Jesus Christ? Could it be some
hidden sin that is bringing you down? Is there some change you need to
make in order to fully develop your spiritual growth in Jesus? Are you
sulking when you should be singing?
Ponder: The greatest hindrance to the Christian was and still is creeping
unbelief.
I recommend you take a few minutes and read through Hebrews 10-12.
Next: The Great Reversal.
If you haven’t committed your life to Christ, I hope and pray that you will
not wait any longer. God loves you and sent His only Son to die that you
might have life eternal. Please pray this prayer with me:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
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INTRODUCTION - The Great Reversal
Before we jump into the Revival of Your Heart with both feet, we must
understand what happened to necessitate the change in God’s plan---The
Great Reversal. We need to go all the way back to the beginning in Genesis
chapter 1 if we are to find our answer.
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness,
and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air,
over the livestock, over all the earth,
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
(Genesis 1:26-27 NIV)

If we take a close look at the phrase “in our own image” we find we can
diagram what was being said:
Spirit
Soul
Flesh
Today that image is not the prevailing image of man. Spirit and flesh have
been interchanged:

How did the reversal happen?
To find the answer all we have to do is read Genesis 3:1-24. When man was
booted out of the Garden of Eden the reversal was instantaneous. If we read
a few more chapters in Genesis we find that the power of the flesh in the
world is very strong.
The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and
that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.
The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart
was filled with pain.
(Genesis 6:5-6 NIV)
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Just because you are baptized does not stop the pull of the world on you. It
was not until many years after being baptized into Christ and only after
honestly humbling myself—fully surrendering my life, seeking who God
really is, that I realized we should not be “microwave Christians.”
Microwave ovens are a great invention. You can almost instantaneously heat
a meal. Before microwaves I can remember my mother heating up leftovers
for what seemed like hours in the oven, and how good the smell radiating
from the kitchen was. It would permeate throughout the house. Yummy.
Well except when she was cooking sauerkraut. 
Now, just put something in the microwave---no aroma. Oh it’s hot in a flash
but it is just not the same as the aroma of an oven cooking food. God loves a
fragrant Christian.
Aromas are mentioned 46 times in the Bible and fragrances more than 20. It
is when our lives become a “living sacrifice” for Christ that we become a
fragrance and aroma pleasing to God.
But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ
and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.
For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved
and those who are perishing.
(2 Corinthians 2:14-15 NIV emphasis added)

Development of this aroma in us is just like food cooking in a conventional
oven. It takes time. It is a slow, time-consuming refining process (Malachi
2:17–3:6). Unlike food warming in a microwave oven, where you press a
button and viola, its ready, we are like silver in the refiner’s fire; heat burns
away the dross and reveals the true value of Christ in us.
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One of the most dominant themes in the Bible reveals God is the potter and
we are the clay. The metaphor of forming a pot out of clay denotes a process
that takes time. I personally spent many years on the “potter’s wheel” while
God shaped and re-shaped me. I suggest you read the book, The Pilgrim’s
Progress, to assist you to realize that the road to sanctification is not all
lollipops n’ roses. Finally, after total surrender to Jesus Christ, He laid out
His path before me.

Yet, O LORD, you are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
(Isaiah 64:8 NIV)

Remember: There are no imperfect pots.
In order for Christians to develop Spiritual maturity, we must learn to ponder
our own plumb line. Is your plumb line on center with the Lord Almighty?

Don’t answer that yet. Only the elite and pious religious people would say;
“of course, I am right on.”
So, before we answer that question, let’s go through the Revival of Your
Heart.
After the conclusion of the five steps of the Revival of Your Heart, we will
take a look at where our personal plumb line lines up.
Next week: Revival of Your Heart - Throne - Who is holding our Plumb
Line?
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If you haven’t committed your life to Christ, I hope and pray that you will
not wait any longer. God loves you and sent His only Son to die that you
might have life eternal. Please pray this prayer with me:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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THRONE – Who is holding our Plumb Line?
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
(Proverbs 9:10 NIV)

In the Revival of Your Heart - Introduction, we established that
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 is the “Christians’ plumb line.”
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
that he was buried,
that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
The question we must now solve is: Who is holding the plumb line?

According to the Scriptures we looked at last week, 2 Kings 21:13a,
Isaiah 34:11b, Amos 7:7-8, and the fourth chapter of Zechariah, the Lord
God Almighty is holding the plumb line. Ok, then we must ask the question:
Who is Lord God Almighty?
To answer this question our first inclination would be to go to the first book
in the Bible, Genesis; however, I think to answer this question, we should
start in the last book of the Bible – Revelation, and work backwards.
Revelation means “unveiling,” not just the unveiling of our future but also
the unveiling of Jesus the Christ. Jesus is the focus of this book, not
Armageddon or the Tribulation period as many think.
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When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.
Then he placed his right hand on me and said:
“Do not be afraid.
I am the First and the Last.
I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever!
And I hold the keys of death and Hades.”
(Revelation 1:17-18 NIV)

Continuing our quest, let’s now go to John’s first writing; the Gospel of
John. In the first chapter of John, verses 1-5, he gives us more (meat - fuel data) to formulate our answer.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made.
In him was life, and that life was the light of men.
The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
(John 1:1-5 NIV)

Ponder: “In the beginning was the Word”
John writes this a good period of time after Jesus’ death and resurrection.
John is now an elderly man in his 90’s. He begins his epistle with these
words, “In the beginning was the Word.” Now that might remind you of
another book that starts very similarly, the book of Genesis, chapter 1.
Moses begins with; “In the beginning” and goes on to talk about God and
the existence of God.
Ponder: The Bible never tries to prove the existence of God.
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The Bible just says it’s a simple fact---“I am.”

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the
Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”
Looking at creation, it’s pretty evident. In fact, David says in Psalm 14 and
53 it’s the fool that says there is no God.
John tells us the Lord Jesus is "The Word" using the term Logos. This word
is the expression of a thought---not only the spoken word but the unspoken
word. And so "The Word" is the expression of the mind of God. I urge you
to study the hermeneutics pertaining to the word Logos. It means “The
Living Word” a living being (GOD Himself), a personality, a reality. The
Word is alive.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.
(John 1:14 NIV)

Even after so many years had gone by, John still marveled at the wonder of
the “Good News,” as we should; just take a minute or so and ponder: God
came here to His creation and lived among us!
During the summer nights I enjoy going out and stargazing. Every night I
see something new and exciting. The wonderment of His creation is truly
humbling.
I invite you to go out tonight and just look up and ponder: Jesus created all.
For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal
power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from
what has been made, so that men are without excuse.
(Romans 1:20 NIV)

Before we examine some questions concerning Jesus, I would like to address
the supremacy of God. Oh sure, we just have to look outside and see the
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magnitude of His creation, but since we are created by Him in His image, I
would like to look at a couple examples of how our Lord operates.
Have you ever wondered if GOD has a sense of humor? Let’s take a look at
1 Samuel chapters 4-6. I think this bible story demonstrates that GOD
definitely has a sense of humor.
In 1 Samuel chapters 4-6, we read about the Philistines capturing God. I will
tell you my interpretation. By the way, this is one of my favorite stories in
the Bible.
The Philistines were at war with the Israelites. It was not going as planned so
the Israelites brought the Ark of the Covenant up to the front lines thinking;
“now we have God with us. Cool, we can’t lose now.” Well, once again the
battle didn’t go as they thought it would and they were defeated. They were
not only defeated but the Philistines captured the ark. They captured God--God-in-the-box: “Woe is us. No hope left, they have God. We are up a
creek!”
The Philistines took God-in-the-box to one of their cities and put it next to
their god Dagon to demonstrate their god’s superiority over the God of
Israel. Dagon was a statue resembling half fish and half man. Ok, now here
we have God-in-the-box in Dagon’s temple that first night. The Philistines
get up the next morning expecting everything to be just as they left it the
night before, but oh my, their precious Dagon is lying face down next to the
ark. They set Dagon back upright in his spot and leave. The Philistines get
up the second morning and go into the temple. Once again, there is their
poor statue not only lying facedown, but this time his head and hands are cut
clean off. Not broken off but sliced clean. They must have been thinking,
“Oh my, this is not good.” But the Lord did not stop there, He afflicted them
with rats and tumors. Today, we would say hemorrhoids. Ouch!
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I can picture GOD sitting on His throne watching all this transpire; He must
have been chuckling to Himself.
The Philistines were so frustrated with the ark that they moved it to another
of their cities. Bad mistake. Again, everyone was affected with rats and
tumors. They moved the ark to a total of five different cities, each time the
same thing occurred. Finally they had had enough and decided to send Godin-the-box back to Israel along with a guilt offering. Today, we would refer
to that as a peace offering.
They made five golden rats and five golden hemorrhoids. Wonder who
modeled for that…? They got a brand new cart and harnessed up two cows
to pull the cart. But, these were not just any cows; they had babies at their
sides. The calves were restrained. It is against nature for a momma to leave
her baby, but God was demonstrating His deity over nature.
After the Philistines loaded the ark onto the cart with their offering of gold,
the cows started pulling it toward the Israelites. All along the way the
Philistines were watching from the hills. They were amazed: the cows did
not vary, they followed the road exactly. You gotta wonder what was going
through the Philistine’s minds as they were watching. Maybe they were
thinking, “Jumpin’ Geehosofat!” They must have wondered at how great the
Israelite’s GOD really was. The ark made it back to the Israelites and
everyone was happy.
I like how this bible story demonstrates GOD’s sense of humor.

Do you ever limit GOD in your thinking? The Israelites of old thought GOD
was in a box; but He is everywhere.
There is another side of God; He is also a jealous God:
You shall not bow down yourself to them,
nor serve them: for I the LORD your God am a jealous God,

21
(Exodus 20:5a AKJV emphasis added)

For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.
(Deuteronomy 4:24 NIV emphasis added)

Ponder: God was not, is not, and never will be “politically correct.”
Next week: Who is Jesus?
God determines when we are born and when we die. We have nothing to say
about these dates. But, we have everything to say about the dash in between.
Don’t put God in a box, limiting His love for you.
If you haven’t committed your life to Christ, I hope and pray that you will
not wait any longer. God loves you and sent His only Son to die that you
might have life eternal. Please pray this prayer with me:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do

22

THRONE – Who is Jesus?
The question we are going to answer today is: Who is Jesus?
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that
is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
(Philippians 2:9-11 NIV emphasis added)

Jesus, truly a name above all other names. For over two thousands years, the
name Jesus has been the most controversial name ever spoken. The name is
loved, worshiped, and followed by some. It is hated, despised, and rejected
by others. When the name of Jesus is spoken some get a loving smile and
others a frown or even a look of hate. Sadly, it is disregarded and ignored by
most.
Many religious people throughout the ages have tried to rationalize who
Jesus actually was. Some have even created large popular religious
organizations following what they have contrived.
Along with orthodox Protestants, Roman Catholics are the only other
religious group to agree on Christ’s deity. All other religions make Jesus out
to be only a man. Oh some will go as far as to say He was a great teacher,
great prophet or believe that Jesus was a messenger sent from God. Still
other will say, “I believe that Jesus was the best of all men” and an example
for us, but still only a man.
So was Jesus really God or was He just a great individual and nothing more?
First off, if Jesus were only a man, we are wasting our time and Christianity
is one big farce. Oh, I have heard some say that, but the Bible (God’s own
Word) does not agree with that point of view. In fact, the Bible teaches that
Jesus Christ was the unique Son of God, not a man becoming God. He was
God becoming a man. The Bible teaches that Jesus is the second member of
the Trinity. And it also teaches that He was supernaturally conceived in the
womb of the Virgin Mary. He was not merely a good teacher but the greatest
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teacher—God in human form. The Bible clearly and frequently states Jesus
was and is God.
Let’s start at the beginning of the Bible, Genesis.
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness,
(Genesis 1:26a NIV emphasis added)

The word “us” has been the subject of many discussions, and sometimes
heated arguments. I believe the “us” is referring to God, His Son, and the
Holy Spirit: the Holy Trinity.
The doctrine of the Trinity means that there is one God who eternally exists
as three distinct Persons — the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Stated
differently, God is one in essence and three in person. These definitions
express three crucial truths: (1) The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct
Persons, (2) each Person is fully God, (3) there is only one God.
Ponder: Jesus was not one god among many but is the only God, equal with
the Father and above all others.

An example of this can be found in numerous Scriptures.
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water.
At that moment heaven was opened, and
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love;
with him I am well pleased.”
(Matthew 3:16-17 NIV)

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
(Matthew 28:19 NIV)

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
(2 Corinthians 13:14 NLT)
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It is not that hard to understand, if we apply the concept to us:

God summons no foreign counselor; hence we can infer that He finds within
Himself something distinct---truth---His eternal wisdom and power. God is,
as it were, taking counsel here with Himself, not with angels, since man was
to be made in the image of God, not of angels. “Our image,” therefore,
implies human likeness to the triune Godhead. Plants possess a body and
animals a body and consciousness. Man was not only to have a body (of the
created “earth”) and a consciousness (of the created “soul”), but man was
also to possess a third created entity, the Image of God, an eternal spirit
capable of communion and fellowship with his Creator---Spiritual Image.
Man, when he was made, was to glorify the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
(Spirit, Soul, Flesh).
Spirit
Soul
Flesh
Ponder: Into that great name we are baptized, for to that great name we
owe our being. It is the soul of man that especially bears God's
image.
This brings me to ask, what name?
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name
that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and
on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
(Philippians 2:9-11 NIV emphasis added)
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Ponder: Man was not only created in God’s physical image;
he was also made in God’s spiritual image.
Jesus is not only the most written about person in history; He is the
backbone of Christianity. We have already explored how the apostle John
refers to Jesus---He is "The Word" using the term Logos. The Biblical record
states very clearly that Jesus Christ was and is God. But what did Jesus say
about Himself?
* He was equal with God:
“I and the Father are one.”
(John 10:30 NIV)

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among
you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
(John 14:9 NIV emphasis added)

And, in Matthew 11:27, He claimed unique equality with God:
“All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”
* He said He was the Messiah.
The Jews who heard Him say this understood the magnitude of this claim.
To them the Messiah was Christ, the Son of God. Jesus makes this claim in
one of my favorite Bible stories found in the fourth chapter of John---The
Woman at the well.
While Jesus was in Judea, He heard of some disturbing news and decided to
go back to Galilee. The shortest and most direct route was through Samaria.
No orthodox Jew would ever go to Galilee through Samaria. In fact, they
would avoid that area altogether. It was faster and more direct to go through
Samaria, but the Jews did not want to go that route because they hated the
Samaritans. They already disliked the Gentiles, but in their minds, a
Samaritan was even worse, because the Samaritan was essentially a Hebrew
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who had intermarried with others... and so the Jews wanted nothing to do
with them (John 4:1-9).
During His travels in Samaria, in a town named Sychar, He stopped at
Jacob’s well. Yes, this is the same Jacob, Joseph’s father. There He asked a
Samaritan woman for a drink of cool refreshing water. Oh my!

So where did Jesus go? He went to the place that no other Jew would go.
And to whom did Jesus go? He went to a woman. Today that doesn't seem
like a big deal, but in this culture, the Jewish men often looked down on
women. And this woman not only was someone a religious Jew wouldn't
talk to, but she was an outcast among her own people because of her
multiple marriages and divorces—and she was living with a man at present.

This reminds me of a time when I was listening to a preacher during a
Sunday sermon. He had just delivered a good message when at the end he
added that he could not go on motorcycle rallies, even though they were for
a good cause--raising money for child abuse awareness, etc., because they
stopped frequently during the rides at “bars.” And what would someone
think about a preacher going into a bar?
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All I can say is that it is a darn good thing Jesus didn’t think this way.
The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming.
When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.”
(John 4: 25-26 NIV)

This woman could not wait to tell everyone about Jesus even though earlier
Jesus had called out her sins. Sometimes our past prevents us from following
the WAY of the Master because we either don’t want our past brought up or
we are ashamed of what we did and following Jesus would serve as a
constant reminder of our sin. Actually, this is good, as it humbles us and
reminds us to not judge anyone.
Ponder: Jesus spoke to this woman with compassion and love.
Long before Earth was even created, a decision was made in eternity that
Jesus Christ, God in human form, would have an appointment with a
burned-out, immoral woman of Samaria and unfold the gospel to her.
When you realize the gravity of who Jesus was and is---God in the flesh, and
the compassion and love He has for us, you then realize the supremacy of
GOD ALMIGHTY!
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his
glory.”
(Isaiah 6:3 NIV)
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Next week we start the second step of the Revival of Your Heart - Mirror.
Ponder: “There is only one corner of the universe you can be certain of
improving, and that’s your own self.” (Aldous Huxley)
What area of your life do you want to improve? Just take a moment and
think about that. In what area would you most like to grow? With God’s
help, you can improve your one corner of the universe. If you have not asked
Jesus into your life, please pray this simple prayer:
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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MIRROR - World View
In the first step of the Revival of your Heart (Throne), we established the
“Throne of God” is in heaven,
This is what the LORD says: “Heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool.”
(Isaiah 66:1a NIV)

In John 1:1-5, we are told that God/Jesus was the Word and all things were
created by Him.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has
been made.
(John 1:1-3 NIV)

Our next step is entitled Mirror. It is the most difficult of all the steps in our
quest for a heart like Jesus--to be “inside Jesus.”
Our instruction to perform this step is given to us in 2 Corinthians 13:5:
Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves.
Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course,
you fail the test?
Dagnabbit, I don’t like tests, especially when the test is related to me. To
look at ourselves, to truly assess one’s self is a hard thing to do, especially
if you do it honestly. However, we are instructed to examine and test
ourselves according to the above. This difficulty is compounded by the fact
that we live in a predominately spiritually dead world. The whole world is
changing at an alarming pace, affecting our nation, our communities and
even the church---Scripture.
We are experiencing generational deterioration. Each successive generation
seems to be slipping further and further into darkness. We are witnessing
first hand the result of not professing our faith and raising our children in
God’s guidance. Jesus is the target of every atheist militant group along with
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so many other social “politically correct” groups. Jesus is mocked and
ridiculed and yet, “Christians” are missing-in-action. It doesn’t take a rocket
scientist to know Satan is behind all these attacks. Please take a few minutes
and read my sermons entitled “The Church at War.”
Ponder: Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he
sows. (Galatians 6:7 NIV)
Ponder: Jesus is holding the plumb line.
I have been told many times by individuals, when asked if they thought they
would go to heaven, “yes, I am a good person.” By whose standards are they
a “good” person? There are two views; one is from a worldly point of view
and the second is from God’s point of view. Just being a “good” person from
a worldly view does not align your plumb line with God’s.

For example, let’s take a look at the church in Laodicea (end times church).
They think they are doing really well. They’re cool, they have a big super
nice building, nice seats, beautiful decorations, and do all the right religious
things churches should do. But, is this how Jesus measures them?
Ponder: When Jesus is addressing the church, He emphasizes it is
not how we perceive ourselves but how He sees us.
He and only He is holding the plumb line.
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You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’
But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and
naked.
I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can
become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your
shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.
Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.
(Revelation 3:17-19 NIV)

What? Be honest and repent.
Ponder: It is not how we or the world perceives us but how Jesus does.
Ponder: Jesus’ church is the people. US!
“As believers we need to be ruthlessly honest with ourselves. Of all the lies
we tell, the ones we tell ourselves are the most deadly.” (A Life Beyond
Amazing, Dr. David Jeremiah)
Remember the wicked witch in Snow White. She would ask the magic
mirror daily who was the fairest one of all and the mirror would reply that
she was; telling her what she wanted to hear. When we look in the mirror, is
that not what we do? We have a tendency to see things so they please us. We
start living in denial. How many times have we lied to ourselves or others
saying; “I can stop any time I want to,” or “I have the right to choose how I
live my own life,” or “My behavior doesn’t effect anyone but me so its ok.”

Come on now, we have all done this. We have rationalized many things.
Churches today have rationalized God’s Word to fit into today’s politically
correct society.
Ponder – Ironically, as we assert our freedom to live as we choose, we soon
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lose the freedom to choose anything but our dependency.
We become enslaved to it.
Suppose you were escorted into a large room full of dust. The room had
never been swept, allowing the dust to accumulate heavily on the floor. As
you were standing trying to not inhale the dust, a man comes in and begins
to sweep the floor. The dust begins to stir and permeate the air in the room.
You cannot help but to inhale the contaminated air, causing you to choke
and gasp for clean fresh air to breathe. The man then sprinkles the room with
water causing the dust to settle and the cleaning progresses steadfastly.
Would you like an explanation of this story?
There are two different ways to interpret this story; one being worldly
(literally), or the second, spiritually. I hope you prefer the spiritual
interpretation.
The room represents the heart of a man who has never been sanctified by the
sweet grace of Jesus. The dust is the man’s sin and other vile deeds. As the
person began to sweep the room, the dust started to fly. The man alone could
not clean the room. The water he sprinkled is the Gospel of Christ.
“but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water
I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
(John 4:14 NIV)

“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said,
streams of living water will flow from within him.”
(John 7:38 NIV)
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Just like in the room, the dust was subdued with the water, when the Gospel
enters into one’s heart, sin is subdued and vanquished. The soul is made
clean through one’s faith in Jesus Christ.
Ponder: There is hope for us all:
For the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
(Romans 6:23 NIV)

The problem is that the world’s draw is very powerful. Satan knows our
short-comings. He cannot force anyone to do something, but he can entice
very well. He knows our weaknesses and will exploit them.
Approximately 32 times we are warned about Satan’s effort to temp us.
Put on all of God's armor so that you will be able to stand firm against
all strategies of the devil.
(Ephesians 6:11 NLT)

And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.
(2 Corinthians 11:14 NIV)

When we’re of the world, we’re part of the problem, and cannot be an
effective witness.
Ponder: You’re not a citizen of earth on your way to heaven,
You’re a citizen of heaven traveling through earth, and you are here
on assignment to fight for the one true God.

34

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a
Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ;
(Philippians 3:20 NASB)

We are here to bring a light into this world---Jesus’ light.
That is why I have developed a project I call: “Light Up for Jesus”

Special request:
Light up for Jesus

We live in an ever increasingly dark world. Moral and spiritual darkness are
spreading across the land at an alarming rate. Christians must do something.
We can’t do everything, but we can do something. Jesus tells us:
“Let your light so shine before men,”
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The Crucible is the final phase of Marine Corps Recruit Training that tests
every skill learned and every value instilled. Recruits will be challenged for
54 continuous hours with little food and sleep. To complete this final test,
recruits must have the heart—and the intestinal fortitude, the body—and the
mind, the desire—and the ability. The recruits must pull together or fall
apart. Win as one or all will fail. Succeed, and you will carry a sense of
accomplishment that will last forever.
At the end of The Crucible, recruits march to the Emblem Ceremony where
Drill Instructors present their platoons with the Marine Corps Emblem—the
Eagle, Globe and Anchor—and address recruits as "Marine" for the first
time.
Receiving the emblem signifies that the recruits have earned a place in the
Marine Corps, and what's earned is theirs forever. They will now stand side
by side with their instructors at graduation as part of the Few.
Crucible, as defined in the dictionary: a place or set of circumstances where
people or things are subjected to forces that test them and often make them
change.
One of the traditions of the Crucible is the relatives of the candidates light a
candle or an electric candle or leave a light on throughout the 3 day ordeal.
This signifies they are aware of the recruit---they are remembered and in
unity with the recruit. Much like the Motel 6 saying “we’ll leave the light on
for you.” The candidate can always find his or her way home.
I am asking all Christians to let your light shine before the world.
Put a light in your window and turn it on each and every night, signifying,
like the Crucible, we are making a stand. We do have the heart and fortitude
to stand up for our LORD Jesus. We will all stand together waiting for the
wedding.
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The world will recognize our fortitude and resolve for Jesus. And when He
returns, we will be honored to stand with Him at the great wedding feast.
Light up Christian women and men. LIGHT UP!
Please give this wide, wide distribution - to every Christian you know!
Do you want God’s power in your life? All you have to do is go to the cross
and believe that He suffered and died on the cross for you. Yes you, HE
LOVES you and HE KNOWS you. Come to the LORD and give Him your
pain.
I invite you to say this simple prayer:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do

God Bless,
Chaplain Billy
DWJWD
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MIRROR - Spiritual View
In Revival of Your Heart: Mirror - World View, we talked about looking into
a physical mirror, pointing out that what we see in the mirror is not how
Jesus looks at us. Physical looks mean absolutely nothing to the Lord. What
does mean everything to Him is the look inside of your heart. This step in
the Revival of Your Heart, Mirror - Spiritual View, is an extremely
important step. If your heart is not aligned with His plumb line you are in
deep yogurt.
Has anyone ever asked you, “Are you Jesus?” Please hold your answer for
later.

The world today is in chaos. Multitudes are struggling to cope with the
troubles caused by their own moral choices. Our own government is
dysfunctional. People think they want a permissive, no rules culture: a freefor-all. Then, they ask, why is all this chaos going on? DUH! Reality is a
hard thing to swallow. People and societies from the beginning of time have
thought they could out think, do better, than the Creator.
Video: This a must watch and a “do” video http://www.youtube.com/embed/OvN1jTkzXbY?rel=0
Ponder: Do our leaders ever consult or desire God’s counseling today?
Under the category of “Best advice ever given by a president of the United
States,” is the following:
“Within the covers of that single book, are all the answers to all the
problems that face us today, if we would only read and believe.” (Ronald
Regan)
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The main reason we are in this mess today is that we don’t want to know the
truth, and for sure, we don’t want to follow it. People would rather think
they know everything and can fix it themselves.
Dr. Jeremiah Johnston, Theologian, said:
“It does not matter what the atheist (or nihilist) professors claim. Human
beings are spiritual beings. God’s fingerprints are placed on every human
heart.”

Now, let’s take a look at our spiritual mirror: the Bible. James instructs us on
how to do this:
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it
says.
Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man
who looks at his face in a mirror
and, after looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he looks like.
But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and
continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will
be blessed in what he does.
If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein
on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless.
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this:
to look after orphans and widows in their distress and
to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
(James 1:22-27 NIV emphasis added)

Let’s examine the above Scriptures:
Verse 22 is the key: Hear it and then DO IT. People love to hear the Word
(attending church), BUT, and this is a very big but, they somehow never get
around to the doing part. I have preached many times the acronym DWJWD
(Do What Jesus Would Do). If every time each person who read or heard
God’s Word would get off their hind end and do it, wow just think how we
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could change the world. Oh, one other thing, you must to it with love and
compassion. If you do all the good deeds in the world without LOVE, you
have done nothing.

Vs. 23-24 - Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is
like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself,
goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.
A while ago I was at a store shopping. I noticed a person walking toward
me. He had on a T-shirt professing Jesus along with a ball cap embodied
with Jesus on the front. But what really caught my eye was the scowl on his
face. He looked grumpy. I thought to myself, now here is a man who
probably, after dressing this morning, looked in the mirror and liked what he
saw. He might have been thinking; wow, I am really Jesusing today.

Here is a person labeling himself (literally) as a Christian but looking like he
hates everyone and everything. So many “Christians” walk around like they
just ate a plateful of lemons. You must DWJWD.
Over the exit door in a church I used to attend was a sign with big words
standing out. It read: On the other side of this door is your mission field.
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Ponder: How many “professed” Christians go through their daily lives never
once thinking they are representing Jesus Christ?
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
(John 13:35 NIV)

The Christian group Newsboys has a song out called Shine. The chorus goes:
Shine
Make ‘em wonder whatcha you got
Make ‘em wish that they were not, on the outside looking in
Shine
Let it shine before all men
Let ‘em see good works and then, let ‘em glorify the LORD.
I think everyone should print out these words and tape them to their front
door, so every time they go out into the world they will SHINE.
Once again I will ask you, has anyone ever asked you “Are you Jesus?”
And as earlier, please hold your answer for later.
A Christian friend of mine, Brian Duncan, wrote a book titled: HOGWASH –
Ride Smilin’…It Makes People Nervous. It jokes about how motorcycle
riders don’t smile while riding. It could easily be a parable about Christians
smiling. How sad.
Let’s read the above Scripture again (James 1:22-27 emphasis added):
Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man
who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away
and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently
into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not
forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he
does. If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein
on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. Religion
that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after
orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted
by the world.
James is using this illustration to show how God’s Word should be like a
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“Spiritual mirror” in our lives. It is a message to obey, a message on what to
do, a message on how to act, not just to listen to. If you don’t obey, you are
only fooling yourself.

For if you just listen and don’t obey, it is like looking at your face in a
mirror and not doing anything to improve your appearance.
Ponder: We must look at ourselves in our “Spiritual mirror,” the Bible.

The Bible compares God's law to a mirror. Mirrors are helpful, because they
reveal truth to us. For example, how many times do we look in the mirror
each day? Suppose we looked in the mirror and found that we had mustard
smeared around our mouth. Would we not immediately wash our face and
clean up the problem?
In the same way, we need to routinely look at ourselves in our “SPIRITUAL
MIRROR,” the BIBLE. For example, if you go out to lunch with your
friends and don't know why they seem to be laughing as you are talking,
then they probably haven't told you something that you need to know. When
you go into the restroom, you realize that when you put your lipstick on in
the dark that morning, you missed your lips. Your friends didn't tell you the
truth about yourself, but the mirror did. In the same way, God's law was not
given to make you righteous, but to show you that you have fallen short.
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The question now is: How does God see you and me? To answer this
question all we have to do is look in the Bible and see who Jesus chose as
His disciples.
Did He choose the religious people? NOPE!
Did He choose the rich people? NOPE!
Did He choose the famous people? NOPE!
I know, I know, he chose the smart, educated people? NOPE again!
Well, who did He choose?
He picked an unorthodox, interesting group of people: fishermen, tax
collectors, zealots (a radical political group), and sinners: all ordinary
people. They were probably the last people anyone would have picked to
carry the Christian faith to the entire world with the message of Jesus.
People just like you and me. Oh but you say, “not me, I have a big
problem,” or maybe you would say, “not me, I have an addiction”, or the
classic, “I don’t believe.” Remember, in the entire history of humanity, only
one person has lived that kind of perfect life - that sinless life - and that
person was Jesus Christ.
Ponder: If Jesus wants you, you can deny, run, whatever, but you can’t hide.
Many people don’t realize there is even a problem or an addiction keeping
them from fully loving the Lord. Behavioral patterns and things accepting to
society change over time, but the Lord’s Word, His truths, stay constant.
The apostle Peter is a great example of someone changing. Peter was
originally a gruff loud-mouthed fisherman. Probably, if he was like sailors
today, not the kind of guy you would like your young children to hang
around with.
Peter’s transition did not happen overnight. After Jesus had called him, he
was walking with Jesus and the other disciples while Jesus was teaching
them many things, when Peter opened his big mouth. Jesus took him aside
and lectured him not to speak out regarding things he did not know or fully
understand. Kind of like us, huh? Reminds me of being in school. 
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We can and will change with God’s help. There is a wide diversity of
addictions, ranging from physical and chemical to mental and behavioral.
The Bible addresses addiction on many levels.
Next week we will take a close look at how our spiritual mirror, the Bible,
addresses addictions.
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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Spiritual View - part 2 (Addictions)
Have you ever sat in church and a subject came up in Scripture that was
particularly uncomfortable (not politically correct) to talk about? People
begin to squirm and fidget in their seats. Or just before reading and
discussing the Scripture the pastor will preclude it by saying something like:
“I know this is uncomfortable for us to talk about,” or “I don’t want to
offend anyone by reading this.”
The first thing/topic that comes into my mind is child abuse. Jesus addresses
child abuse head on and He takes child abuse very, very personally. Yet, you
rarely hear a pastor address it. Addictions also fall into this realm. Just like
child abuse, addictions are real. They exist with or without Christians,
whether it is pastors or parishioners, openly addressing them. God’s Word,
our spiritual mirror, boldly brings addictions into light.
Ponder: Most of us have some sort of addiction in one form or another.
Addiction is a term usually coinciding with a negative factor in one’s life. In
the Word of God---the Bible---addiction equals idol worship. Theologians
and Christian psychologists have concluded that addiction is best
categorized as a form of idolatry.
Addictions are a very real issue and ultimately can be traced back to the
sinful nature of man. Addiction is a word typically used to describe a
person's dependence upon a substance or habit, either physically or
psychologically. Though traditionally used in relation to the abuse of
alcohol, drugs, and/or sex, people also use addiction to describe an
unhealthy focus on other areas ranging from psychological disorders and
food disorders to video games and even mobile social devices---iPads,
phones, etc... Anything that constantly has your attention could be an
addiction. Today, many have replaced the “golden calf” with an insatiable
drive for money or prestige or "success" in the eyes of the world. Some
pursue the high regard of others as their ultimate goal. Some seek after
comfort or a myriad of other passionate, yet empty, pursuits. Sadly, our
societies often admire those serving such idols. In the end, however, it
doesn’t matter what empty pleasure we chase after or what idol or which
false god we bow down to; the result is the same—separation from the one
true God.
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During our process of reading God’s Word, looking into His spiritual mirror,
we notice and are confronted by many unsettling things. Things we really
don’t want to know about ourselves, and for sure things we don’t want
known to others.
The Bible speaks about man’s addiction numerous times. For instance, if
someone is contemplating becoming a pastor or church leader, a warning is
given:
not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome,
not a lover of money.
(1 Timothy 3:3 NIV emphasis added)

Since an overseer is entrusted with God’s work, he must be blameless—not
overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not
pursuing dishonest gain.
(Titus 1:7 NIV)

Did you know that the love of money is an addiction? Yes, you can be
addicted to money. Read my sermon entitled: Church at War, especially part
3 - The Enemy Within 1 and 2.
The need of (addiction to) money is one of the major problems confronting
God’s church today. The success of an individual church is based on the
number of members it has (world view), not the fact that God’s Word is
being taught and the church members are to DWJWD.
Ponder: Knowledge is not the same as wisdom. Knowledge is knowing.
Wisdom is doing.

46

Teaching what people want to hear, being politically correct, and thus
increasing members, equates to more money being donated to the church,
feeding the addiction, not giving them the desire to DWJWD.
One thing most individuals don’t think of as an addiction is narcissism. It is
considered a pattern of addiction. That is, narcissism may not be a lifelong
personality trait in the usual sense but rather a pattern of yielding to inner
urges in a way that proves costly and self-destructive—not unlike other,
more familiar addictions.
The Old Testament patriarch Jacob illustrates the primary embodiment of
narcissism and its transformation processes. He is not alone; many other
Bible characters started out being narcissists and transitioned to humble
compassionate followers of God.
While narcissistic leaders are nothing new, today's church culture is fertile
soil for narcissism. Narcissism is widely present in the pastoral leaders of
churches today.
Our "celebrity driven" mindset of defining leadership, and elevation of
leaders who excel at casting vision, manifesting charm, and exuding
enthusiasm produces pastors whose personal "brands" are bigger than their
church's.
Our tendency to focus on the bottom-line, the "nickels and noses" measure
of church success—measuring everything by giving levels and attendance—
can also generate narcissistic spiritual leaders. Churches fueled primarily by
the leader's popularity are hazardous material.
God’s Word is clear about finding help for our addictions and encourages us
to do so. God’s Word also encourages us to help others:
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But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage,
malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.
Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its
practices
and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge
in the image of its Creator.
Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved,
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience.
(Colossians 3:8-12 NIV)

Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in
truth.
(1 John 3:18 NIV)

If we are truly honest with ourselves, when we look into the spiritual mirror
we can only come to one conclusion: our plumb line is off-center. I like what
Paul tells the Galatians. He not only is teaching them how they should
behave toward others and their burdens, but also to not try and fake it. It
becomes us to bear one another's burdens, as fellow-travelers.
Like I mentioned earlier, in today’s society it is very common for a man to
look upon himself as wiser as and better than other men. We are very quick
to judge and very slow to show love and compassion. God seems to be put
on the back burner. Paul warns us that our false actions and deeds will catch
up to us.
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Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore
him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted.
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.
Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself,
without comparing himself to somebody else,
for each one should carry his own load.
Anyone who receives instruction in the word
must share all good things with his instructor.
Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.
The one who sows to please his sinful nature,
from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit,
from the Spirit will reap eternal life.
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a
harvest if we do not give up.
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
(Galatians 6:1-10 NIV)

Ponder: As we look into the spiritual mirror, we cannot hide anything from
God.
As we venture deeper into God’s Word, our spiritual mind begins to think
God’s way instead of the world’s way. It means replacing lies with truth:
God’s truth. As the Holy Spirit penetrates us we gain understanding that
results in changed lives.
The road to redemption reminds me of years ago, when I would go
backpacking in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. One of my favorite trips was
hiking over Kearsarge Pass.
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I equate the start of the hike to the beginning of looking into the Spiritual
mirror. Just like standing at the trailhead, you realize very quickly you are in
a deep valley. Your sins of the past can and do seem overwhelming. Your
conscience is constantly nagging at you, reminding you of past deeds, and
not in a good way. It is easy to get bogged down and become self-defeated.
But not unlike the trial ahead of us leading up the mountain, God’s Word
tells us there is only one way that leads to the top of the mountain, the
CROSS, and we will make it if we don’t give in to our worldly thinking and
desires.

The objective of reaching the summit requires us to climb an almost
impossible mountain. The trail is somewhere between 10 and 12 miles in
length, and when you reach the summit the elevation is just under 12,000
feet. This task is accomplished with camping gear on your back weighing
about 70 pounds---not unlike the burdens of our pasts we are carrying
around.
As you progress up the mountain trail, that backpack (burdens) seems to
gain weight; not unlike when you read God’s Word and begin spiritually
changing. You become acutely aware of the burdens you are carrying
around. The guilt and sorrow can become so heavy you are tempted to find
an easier way. You start to question why you ever thought you could hike
this trail up this tremendously high mountain.
Next week: Revival of Your Heart - Grace (Oh My, this Mountain is High)
Here are a few final thoughts regarding addictions:
Addictions are a very real issue, but they are not impossible to overcome.
There are many good and proven programs for addiction recovery. But, if a
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person really desires a change in their life, they must change all aspects of
their existence---Heart, soul, and mind. God offers such a change:
Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God.
(Ephesians 6:17 NLT)

In order to accomplish our climb to the CROSS, God has given us a special
gift known as self-discipline---self-control. Knowing how to exercise selfdiscipline is the key to achieving your desires.
Train yourself to be godly.
(1 Timothy 4:7b NLT)

“Personal discipline---inspired, sustained, and encouraged by the greatest
help of all, the indwelling Holy Spirit---is the motivation force behind the
right actions you take to produce the fruit of the Spirit and enjoy a life
beyond amazing.” (Dr. David Jeremiah, A Life Beyond Amazing)
Ponder: Allowing the Holy Spirit to guide you along your journey will
produce a path that is unique for you and you alone.
Freedom is possible with the help of God and God's people. Scripture offers
much encouragement regarding the reality of addiction, God's power to fight
addiction, the importance of other believers to help, and the strength of
God's Spirit for the believer who seeks to fight against addictive struggles.
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The memories and regrets of your past can become the blessings in your
future. Remember, God can do more with our failures than the world can do
with our successes.
We must take an honest look - assessment - of our attitude (our Heart) and
overlay our findings on God’s plumb line.
Paraphrasing the Prophet Jeremiah; those who place their hope in the LORD
will be like trees planted near the water. Their roots will tap into a mighty
river and during a drought they will not be anxious nor will cease from
yielding fruit. (Jeremiah 17: 7-8)
How many of us take time and check if our heart, soul, and spirit, are
aligned with Gods?
Ponder: You’re a soul made by God, made for God, and made to need God,
which means you were not made to be self-sufficient.
(Dallas Willard)
What did Jesus see when He picked the disciples? The original 12 would not
have been picked by most people to carry the message of Jesus Christ
through that day and time, and throughout the world and eternity.
How does He see you and me? Does He see us as we see ourselves or does
He see someone that is powerfully anointed to accomplish the will He has
set within us?
As we look at ourselves in the mirror we have one image. But, Jesus sees us
as we can be in Him.
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Everything that we need to accomplish, His will, has been set before us and
the price has been paid. He has created each of us for a great destiny. He
looks beyond where we are to where we can be in Him. It is the devil’s
desire to defeat us, hold us back, and make us believe that we cannot
accomplish anything. Jesus died on the cross so that we might have life and
have it more abundantly. He intercedes for us and sees us as very powerful
and anointed men and women of God.
Take a fresh look at who you are and who God’s Word declares you to be.
Stand up boldly and walk in the faith and the power of God, not believing
the lies of this world. You were created on purpose, for a purpose, and
everything you have need of rests in your obedience to follow Christ.
Climb that mountain!
Remember: Light Up for Jesus

Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses us each time
we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden desires or
wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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GRACE - Oh My, This Mountain is High
After all our planning, research, and decision making we have made a
momentous decision. We decide to hike the trail leading up to the summit of
the mountain. At the trailhead all we can see is a very steep trail leading up
the ominous face of the intimidating mountain. Looking up, visualizing what
lies ahead, we realize the pack we are carrying on our back may be too
heavy. Doubt fills our minds regarding the successfulness of our endeavor.
As we proceed up the trail, we notice there are small paths leading off the
main trail. On first glance, they seem to be easier paths than we are on; they
look like they provide shortcuts and are less steep than the way we are
going. We check our hiking topical map and notice these convenient, easier
paths, are not shown. We decide to stay on the way we have been shown.
This allegory represents the Christian’s journey to sanctification.

Ponder: The same temptations apply to individuals before coming to the
CROSS and after.
Following step 2 of the Revival of Your Heart - Mirror, we begin our path of
repentance, coming to the CROSS in humility. There are many distractions
and temptations to prevent us from achieving our journey’s successful
conclusion: eternal life with Jesus. The trail up to the CROSS and even
beyond is steep.
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Just as it takes a medical miracle to restore human sight, it takes a true
Spiritual miracle to give sight to the blind eyes of the human heart. Paul's
exhortation to the Corinthians applies to all who profess Christ:
"Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves"
(2 Corinthians 13:5a NIV)

A few years ago, I went for a consultation for cataract surgery. I knew that
one of my eyes was bad but what I didn’t realize was how bad my other eye
was. I had become accustomed to my lack of vision. This reminds me of our
sinful nature. As we sin, sin becomes more and more the norm.
The Apostle Paul addresses the struggle he and all of us wrestle with
constantly, the fight between the temptations of the flesh and the spirit. It is
a battle we all face.
I do not understand what I do.
For what I want to do I do not do, but
what I hate I do.
(Romans 7:15 NIV)

Sin takes on many forms, but it can be broken down into two basic
categories: sins of omission and sins of commission.
For what I want to do I do not do = omission
What I hate I do = commission
Paul, earlier in the same letter to the church in Rome, brings up a point that
we should all have arrived at when we completed step 2 of the revival,
MIRROR, that of humility. As we begin our climb up the mountain to the
Cross, or as we proceed from the Cross on the trail to the beautiful valley
below (eternal life), we must remain in the spirit of humility.
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Earlier in Paul’s letter to the church in Rome, he says:
For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God.
(Romans 3:23 NIV)

It would seem that Paul struggled with sin the same as you and I. That is
why the Mirror step is so difficult. If you do not feel extremely humbled
after examining yourself in the “Spiritual Mirror” I suggest you go back and
start reading the Bible again---not skipping the parts that make you feel
uncomfortable.
Today, we live in a time when replacement theology is acceptable. Over and
over I hear people say the Bible is not applicable to our modern day society the Bible is not “politically correct.” Just a few years ago, NASA said that
the name Jesus could not be used in a publication at the space center.
NASA bans the word 'Jesus': Article - Feb. 2, 2016 by T. Starnes
People are afraid to face the true. The truth can hurt. This happened to the
prophet Isaiah when all obstacles were removed and he could see the truth.
“Woe to me” I cried. “I am ruined. For I am a man of unclean lips, and I
live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King,
the LORD Almighty.”
(Isaiah 6:5 NIV)

Most people read about God’s judgment and think to themselves “that
would never happen to me.” Just like when we start up the mountain, the
first quarter or half mile are pretty enjoyable. We think, “This is a piece of
cake. No problemo here.” But wait!
We will come to the knowledge of our own sin. Whether it is as we continue
to hike up the mountain or before we start our journey, one way or another,
we all will become acutely aware of our sin and even the impact it had on
others. Before we go any further on our journey up the mountain, let’s look
at Isaiah’s realization of his sin.
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Finding a nice restful place, we stop, sit down, and begin to read God’s
Word concerning Isaiah.
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne,
high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.
Above him were seraphs, each with six wings:
With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet,
and with two they were flying.
And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD
Almighty;
the whole earth is full of his glory.”
At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and
the temple was filled with smoke.
“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips,
and I live among a people of unclean lips,
and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”
Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand,
which he had taken with tongs from the altar.
With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips;
your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send?
And who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”
(Isaiah 6:1-8 NIV emphasis added)

Even though earlier Isaiah had prophesied against others, when he himself
looked into the spiritual mirror, he became painfully aware that his plumb
line did not align with God’s.
* He realized his own impure state.
* He recognized that he was no better than Judah, the people who he had
just prophesied to. He was in the same boat as they were.
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* He realized death. It could not have been a coincidence that in the year
of King Uzziah’s death, Isaiah saw the King. The prophet realized that
the fate of Judah, as well as his own fate, did not rest in the hands of a
human king, but in the hands of God---The Creator of all.
* Humbling himself he answered God by saying “SEND ME.”
Ponder: Humble yourselves, no one is without sin.
As we progress up the mountain, off in the distance we can barely make out
the summit. Something is up there and it seems to be telling us softly to
come up to it. It is beckoning us. What is this?
Next week: Light on the top of the mountain.

Jesus belongs to all. If you have not accepted Him as your personal Savior,
please pray this prayer from your heart:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Song: Sometimes by Step - Rich Mullins
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-b7TQMoZsM
Remember: Light Up for Jesus
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Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses us each time
we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden desires or
wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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GRACE - Light at the Top of the Mountain
Last week as we looked up from reading God’s precious Word, we saw off
in the distance the summit, surrounded by a glow. Something is up there and
it seems to be calling us softly to come up to it. What could this possibly be?

As we begin to walk we notice that the backpack on our back (our burdens)
seems to be getting heavier. Suddenly we realize that the seemingly added
weight is our own conscience convicting us as we recognize our past sins.
As we see more and more in our spiritual mirror and our conscience is
awakened by our lost condition, there arise in us many fears, doubts, and
discouraging apprehensions. The weight is becoming overwhelming and we
begin to fear we will not be able to make it up the mountain. We feel like we
are sinking into some dark murky swamp. Our mind rapidly searches for a
way out, away from this feeling of being dragged down by our past sins.
We remember what the great theologian Augustine (354 – 430 AD) stated:
“the beginning of knowledge is to know oneself to be a sinner.” It is no
surprise then that Psalm 32 was the favorite of this brilliant man. As he lay
dying, he had it posted next to his bed, so he could constantly remind
himself not only of his need to admit his sin, but also of God’s forgiveness.
We are sinners in need of forgiveness: knowing God offers His mercy and
grace to those who confess their sins should be the greatest delight of every
person. God’s provision of forgiveness is the theme of Psalm 32.
Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in
whose spirit is no deceit.
(Psalm 32:1-2 NIV)

We recall a bike trail we traveled a few years back called the Hiawatha Trail.
It follows an old mining trail route through the mountains. Not around the
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mountains but through them. Many tunnels were dug through the heart of the
mountains for mining purposes. If you are going to ride this trail you are
warned to bring a helmet with a mounted headlight as you cannot see the
end of the tunnel from the entrance. After a few minutes of riding in a dark
damp tunnel you can see the light at the other end. A feeling of relief comes
over you, just to know you are near the light.

Ponder: Happiness comes when we have the correct view of ourselves.
Psalm 32 begins with the pronouncement of happiness. There is a promise of
satisfaction, of contentment on a specific type of person - the person for
whom his/her burden of sin is removed. The first two verses of the Psalm
give us a promise that there is light at the end of the tunnel, or in our case, a
light at the top of the mountain.

Rounding a bend, we see a fork in the trail. Thinking that there is no mention
of a fork in the Book, we notice the side trail is marked.
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The trail off to the left is marked “worldly.” We are reminded what Jesus
said:
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.”
(John 14:6 NIV)

The worldly trail looks a lot easier and inviting---it’s big and wide.
“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road
that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.
But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few
find it.”
(Matthew 7:13-14 NIV)

In our culture of moral relativism and political correctness, the statement
that Jesus Christ is the only way to God rubs a lot of people the wrong way;
in fact it downright chaps their hide, because the statement itself seems so
narrow and dogmatic. In a way, it is. But this is what the Lord Jesus said:
"I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through Me"
(John 14:6 NIV)

A lot of people choose the wide, easy way to achieve, or let’s say, try to
achieve, their goals. How many times have you heard someone say; “Oh I
believe there must be a supreme god somewhere, but I just don’t believe
there is only one way to get there.”
As we ponder this split in our path, we remember what transpired the night
before Jesus’ betrayal when He was preparing His disciples for the events--His death and His resurrection---that were going to take place in the days
ahead. This was His final address to His disciples.
In John 13:33, Jesus said, “My children, I will be with you only a little
longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now:
Where I am going, you cannot come.” This prompted Peter to ask where He
was going (verse 36). Peter and the others did not understand that Jesus was
speaking of His death and ascension to heaven. Jesus’ response was, “Where
I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” Peter still
misunderstood and declared that he would follow Jesus anywhere and even
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lay down His life if necessary. As Jesus patiently continued to teach His
disciples, He began speaking more plainly about heaven, describing the
place He was going to prepare for them (John 14:2–3). Then Jesus said,
“You know the way to the place where I am going” (verse 4). Speaking for
the others, Thomas said they did not know where He was going, so how
could they know how to follow Him there? It was in answer to this question
that Jesus stated “I am the way.”
The desire to lose the burden on our backs is so strong we stay on “THE
WAY.” We know that all other paths are false and only result in
disappointment and death.
Ponder: The way – Jesus said “I am” distinguishing Himself as “the only
way.”
The disciples had expressed their confusion about where He was going as
they were envisioning a path or road as the “way” and how they could
follow Him. They were not thinking spiritually. I can visualize Jesus rolling
His eyes thinking, “man, they are dense.”
As He had told them from the beginning, Jesus was again telling them (and
us) “follow Me.” There is no other path to heaven, no other way to the
father. Peter reiterated this same truth years later to the rulers in Jerusalem,
saying about Jesus:
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given to men by which we must be saved”
(Acts 4:12 NIV)

The exclusive nature of the only path to salvation is expressed in the words
“I am the way.”
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As we continue up the trail toward our goal at the top, it is easy to wander
off of our “WAY.” The world would have you believe it is ok to do “it”
your way. It’s ok to look the other way and it’s ok to be tolerant and just
accept it---that’s the worldly philosophy. Secular ethics are always trying to
pull us off our path, offering a temporary deliverance from our burdens; a
quick fix, if you will. But when we see the Light, the grace from God, we
know that changing our path and not following “the way” will lead us to
destruction.
As we continue up the mountain on our pilgrimage, we remember the
phrase: “Trust in the Lord,” a phrase mentioned hundreds of times in God’s
Word.
Trust in the LORD with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will direct your paths.
(Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV emphasis added)

Next week: Our final Ascent
Song: Your Grace Finds Me by Matt Redman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=orY_OWKTyfU
Remember: Light Up for Jesus

Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses us each time
we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden desires or
wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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GRACE - Our Final Ascent
It’s been a long and arduous journey but we can finally see the summit. As
the trail becomes narrower and narrower and we progress up toward the
mountain’s top, we see an overwhelming sight: a cross. On the side of the
path just below the cross there is a person kneeling. He is intensely praying,
so much so that there are beads of perspiration running down this forehead
onto his folded and shaking hands.

The man looks up and asks, “Why do you look so tired?”
“It is because of this heavy burden on my back.”
Then he asks, “Have you not read Psalm 32?”
Our mind instantly recalls the 32nd Psalm:
Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and
in whose spirit is no deceit.
When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.
Selah
Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”— and you forgave
the guilt of my sin.
Selah
Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found;
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surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him.
You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and
surround me with songs of deliverance.
Selah
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
I will counsel you and watch over you.
Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must
be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.
Many are the woes of the wicked, but the LORD'S unfailing love
surrounds the man who trusts in him.
Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous;
sing, all you who are upright in heart!
Let’s take a few minutes and examine this Psalm.

* Verses 1-2
*Begin with happiness:
The first step in aligning our plumb line with God is knowledge of our
sins and knowing what sin is. David uses a variety of words for sin.
* Transgression - to rebel against God’s authority. It is tearing
away from God’s rule. This refers not to specific sinful or harmful
actions, but to an attitude of rebellion, a mindset of corruption. It's a
self-centered outlook; a premeditated decision to ignore God as we go
about our life.
* Sin describes a faulty action. It is the most general term meaning to turn
from the way God has prescribed, our plumb line is not aligning with
God’s. This is a word that refers to individual, specific acts of
wrongdoing. These are the "things" we do or do not do: sins of
commission and of omission.
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Ponder: Sin is often the term we use to describe others. But to call ourselves
sinners is to admit the obvious - we fail God’s commands in all we
think, say, and do.
* Iniquity (NIV "sin" in verse 2) comes from the same Hebrew word
meaning "twisted" or "distorted." Iniquity refers to a basic
crookedness" in our nature, a crookedness which leads to the attitude or
mindset of rebellion against God (transgression) which in turn leads to
actual, specific "sins."
* Verses 3-5
* Remaining silent and refusing to acknowledge our sin leads to internal
trouble and discipline by our Heavenly Father.
* David reiterates this feeling in Psalm 38:4-14:
My guilt has overwhelmed me like a burden too heavy to bear.
My wounds fester and are loathsome because of my sinful folly.
I am bowed down and brought very low; all day long I go about mourning.
My back is filled with searing pain; there is no health in my body.
I am feeble and utterly crushed; I groan in anguish of heart.
All my longings lie open before you, O Lord; my sighing is not hidden from
you.
My heart pounds, my strength fails me; even the light has gone from my
eyes.
My friends and companions avoid me because of my wounds;
my neighbors stay far away.
Those who seek my life set their traps, those who would harm me talk of my
ruin; all day long they plot deception.
I am like a deaf man, who cannot hear, like a mute, who cannot open his
mouth;
I have become like a man who does not hear, whose mouth can offer no
reply.
If we refuse God’s provision of happiness by not acknowledging our
sinfulness, then instead of happiness God provides a “CLASS A” heartache.
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In the Scripture above, when David kept his mouth shut, his conscience
screamed. To describe David’s groaning, a Hebrew word is used that refers
to the wailing of a wounded animal. He may have been silent in his
confession of sin, but that did not stop the inner agony, the horror at his
guilt. Liken this to holding your breath: after a few short moments you feel
an overwhelming need to take a breath.
Ponder: Our conscience convicts us.
While this passage may describe what we call psychosomatic illnesses: what
we think will affect our bodies, the picture here is more than just an
explanation of how sin affects us physically. The groaning is a consequence
of living with guilt and a stifled conscience.
The aging bones portray the growing weakness of the spiritual life which
follows the unhealthy practice of bottling up one’s evil within the soul,
steadfastly retaining silence, rather than finding the emancipation of
forgiveness through speech.
The heavy hand of God, experienced within the mind and conscience,
indicates an awareness of the need for repentance, but a stubborn refusal to
yield to Him. The sinner’s silence, aggravated by the heavy hand of God,
contributed to the dry curling of the tongue, as in one desperate for water in
a desert; so long as the tongue refused to speak the words of repentance, it
curled in speechless pain.
Karl Menninger, the famed psychiatrist, once said that if he could convince
the patients in psychiatric hospitals that their sins were forgiven, 75% of
them could walk out the next day.
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* Verses 6-7
* David calls for the "godly" to pray.
* In order for us to be “godly” we must experience an “AHAA” moment.
* Awareness of our sin
* Honesty about our sins
* Action regarding our sins---repent
* Acknowledgement of God’s deliverance
Ponder: Sweetly Broken by Jeremy Riddle
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sL-mF_FwPnI
* Verses 8-11
* God’s protection is by means of God’s instruction.
* Warning: Don’t reject what God has to say.
* When we think we can handle our lives apart from obedience to God,
when we think we can smooth out the rough spots in our lives without
repenting of sins; acknowledging our wickedness before God, we are
like a stubborn mule. The only way to control them is with a bit in the
mouth and reins to control their movement.
* A final word to rejoice in the Lord.
* Sing, dance, and above all SMILE.
The man on the side of the path beckons us to kneel down with him and
asks: “Do you see it? Do you see His “GRACE” falling down on us?”
No one enjoys having a guilty conscience, but if we did not have a
conscience there would be no hope for us. We would keep on doing bad
things. I think we should thank God that we do have a conscience! A guilty
conscience may actually be God's Spirit alerting us to right and wrong. Thus,
guilt is not always a negative phenomenon. It can lead to a greater
understanding of God’s grace.
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The following is a sure cure for heartache. Please pray this from your heart:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Remember: Light Up for Jesus

Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses us each time
we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden desires or
wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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GRACE - Grace Like Rain Falling Down on Me

For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God,
(Ephesians 2:8 ESV emphasis added)

After the man on the side of the path beckons us to kneel down with him and
asks: “Do you see it? Do you see His “GRACE” falling down on us?” We
notice the trail leading up to the cross becomes increasingly narrow and
there is a plethora of signs at the beginning of the path.

The first sign is a warning to any passerby, “Narrow is the path that leads to
eternal life.”
The man, seeing the concern on our face, looks upward to the cross and
asks: “Have you confessed your sins?”
“Yes.”
“Have you said you are sorry and truly repented in your heart?
“Yes.”
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“Do you believe that Jesus the Christ died for you on the cross and paid the
price for your sins?”
“Yes.”
“Do you ask Jesus into your life, submitting your life to Him, accepting and
wanting Him as your personal savior?”
“Oh, yes, yes, I do.”
A smile begins to spread across the man’s face and he softly says, “You do
know what awaits you along the path marked Grace don’t you?”
“No, would you please tell me?”

Ponder: God’s gifts to us are MERCY and GRACE and they are free:
MERCY is withholding what we DO deserve.
GRACE is getting what we DON’T deserve.
He tells us to read Ephesians 2:1-10. We open our Bible and read the
following:
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,
in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the
ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who
are disobedient.
All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our
sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were
by nature objects of wrath.
But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions —it is
by grace you have been saved.
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And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus,
in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of
his grace expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God—
not by works, so that no one can boast.
For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for us to do.
(Ephesians 2:1-10 NIV emphasis added)

In verses 1-3 Paul is setting the stage. He explains we are not only dead
because of our physical worldly sin, for the wages of sin is death (Romans
6:23a), but also because of our spiritual darkness. Yes, we are alive
physically, but dead spiritually. This comparison accurately describes not
only the nature of an unbeliever but also the impossibility of an unbeliever
recognizing and correcting their own condition. Just as a corpse cannot
revive itself, neither can an unbeliever revive his own spirit into new life.
Ponder: Spiritual darkness has existed ever since the fall of Adam and Eve.
Verse 4 tells us the “why.” God is rich in mercy and has a great love for us,
He acts to save us. God’s reason for saving us is entirely His own. We do
not merit His mercy, nor do we earn our salvation.
Verse 5 tells us the “how.” It is clearly God’s GRACE that saves us,
because men do not naturally seek God:
As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one;
there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God.
(Romans 3:10-11 NIV)

Ponder: God must act first on our behalf, because corpses are not capable of
reviving themselves.
In verse 6, Paul completes the discussion of “how” we were saved by adding
that our new spiritual life results in us being raised with Christ to be seated
in the heavenly realms. Though we are presently located on earth physically,
we have been assigned a place spiritually at the right hand of Jesus. Our
salvation should not be appreciated as merely a change in status or
intellectual thought (i.e., being saved isn't merely a matter of agreeing with
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the Gospel), it is a change of spiritual position before God. By His work, we
have been moved, spiritually speaking, from our prior position as sons of the
devil, dead in sin, to our new state as children of God, alive in Christ.
…you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
(Galatians 3:26 NLT)

In verse 7 Paul returns to finish explaining why God saved us. He appointed
us to salvation so that He might display the glory and riches of His grace. In
effect, we are His appointed audience to receive His grace and kindness, so
that in the ages to come we may glorify Him for it.
Now for the meat of our reading, verses 8-9:
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God—
not by works, so that no one can boast.
God’s grace is unmerited favor manifested by faith. When the time came for
God to bring us His grace, He delivered it through faith.

In the opening Scripture:
For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God,
(Ephesians 2:8 ESV)

There are two important elements in this passage: GRACE and FAITH.
Today we take this as common knowledge but this was not so in the early
church.
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Faith:
Several centuries after Jesus’ crucifixion, around A.D. 397, Saint Augustine
wrote his Confession. This, along with some of his other writings, served as
a partial foundation for scholasticism and formed the doctrine in the early
church known as the “sacrament of penance.” Scholastics believed three
things were necessary for repentance: a feeling of remorse, verbal
confession, and restitution. These three tenets of the doctrine of penance
seemed reasonable, but the practice of repentance soon become externalized--a matter of fulfilling the church’s rules rather than a matter of the heart.
In the mid 1500’s, John Calvin recognized the shortcomings regarding the
doctrine of penance. Calvin argued that confession should be offered
secretly to God---hence, the Reformation of the church. The spirit of
confession cannot be captured by the doctrine of penance; confession is a
humble and contrite posture that we should assume continually in the
presence of God. True repentance requires a heart that is humble and
contrite. It also requires forgiveness.
Martin Luther was a German Reformer. Like John Calvin, he strongly
disputed the claim that freedom from God's punishment for sin could be
purchased with money. Luther taught that salvation, and subsequently
eternity in heaven, is not earned by good deeds but is received only as a free
gift of God's grace through faith in Jesus Christ as redeemer from sin and
subsequently eternity in hell.
Simply put, faith is knowing you are going to do something. You just don’t
know how. Carrie ten Boom described faith this way: “Faith sees the
invisible, believes the unbelievable and receives the impossible.”
I like to describe faith with the following example. One evening while I was
playing pool, the que ball ended up in a position I could not reach. As I
moved around the table trying to find a way to make a shot, it became
apparent that was not going to happen. Like faith, I knew I could make the
shot, I just didn’t know how. I took a final look around and saw a bridge que
leaning against a far wall. A bridge que is used to support the pool que;
enabling you to make shots where you cannot reach the que ball. I now
could do something that looked impossible before.
PICTURE - Bridge cue.png
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Ponder: Faith isn’t just knowing something but doing something about it.
We see an excellent example of this principle in Luke 8:43-48;
And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years,
but no one could heal her.
She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak,
and immediately her bleeding stopped.
“Who touched me?” Jesus asked. When they all denied it, Peter said,
“Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you.”
But Jesus said, “Someone touched me;
I know that power has gone out from me.”
Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling
and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had
touched him and how she had been instantly healed.
Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.”
The woman mentioned above had a medical condition and probably tried all
sort of things and spent what money she had trying to alleviate her infliction.
She must have heard of Jesus’ healing power before she saw Him coming
down the path. Her faith must have been real because she believed that if she
could just touch Jesus’ garment, she would be healed. She reaches through
the crowd and touches the hem of His garment. Jesus stopped, the crowd
parted, and there she was.
Did Jesus want to rebuke this woman? Nope, The Lord did just the opposite.
He says: “Your faith has made you well. Go in peace.”
Ponder: The woman acted on her faith, we should be doing the same.
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Grace:
Ponder: Until you experience the grace of the Almighty, you cannot have
true peace in your life.
Eighteen books in the New Testament begin with a greeting of peace. But it
should be noted, each greeting of peace is proceeding by grace. The reason
is because we must accept God’s “GRACE” before we can have true godly
peace.
The concept of grace is unknown among the pagan gods, idols, cults and
false religions invented by man. All those who practice these false religions
to some degree are seeking to merit or earn the right to heaven. However,
true biblical Christianity is in a class all by itself because salvation is
received by FAITH based solely on the GRACE of God.
Grace, by definition, excludes the slightest hint that human merit contributes
to our righteous standing before the most holy and perfect Creator, and faith,
which admits our inability to help ourselves and rests wholly on another for
salvation, confirms that our works have no power to atone for our
wickedness. John Calvin writes, “If, on the part of God, it is grace alone,
and if we bring nothing but faith, which strips us of all commendations, it
follows that salvation does not come from us.”
The Bible tells us that it is "by grace you have been saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should
boast." (Ephesians 2:8–9)
We find a classic example of grace in the story of the prodigal son. The son
had sinned. He dragged the family name through the mud. If the father had
dealt with his prodigal son justly, he would have allowed the boy to suffer a
severe punishment. That would have been justice. If the father would have
dealt with the son in mercy, he would have let him come home as a hired
hand as the boy had requested.
But the father dealt with him in grace when he provided his son, upon his
arrival back home, with luxurious attire and placed a signet ring on his
finger. That was grace, not justice, and it was even more than mercy. It was
grace extended. (Luke 15:11-32)
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It was God's grace that sustained the apostle Paul in his days of difficulty
with his “thorn in the flesh.” Paul had some kind of physical infirmity. It
may have been a disability or an injury resulting from one of his stonings or
shipwrecks. Whatever it was, he asked God three times to take it away. But
God told him, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made
perfect in weakness." (2 Corinthians 12:9)
Ponder: Grace is getting what we don't deserve.
As we begin to reflect inward regarding our own sin, one final thought races
around in our head. It is the events of another prodigal son, John Newton.
John Newton was an eighteenth century British slave trader who had a
dramatic faith experience during a storm at sea. Although early in his life he
was raised in a Christian home, he became the prototypical "bad boy." His
devout Christian mother, who hoped he would become a minister, died when
he was six. He says that through much of his youth and life at sea, "I loved
sin and was unwilling to forsake it." At times, "I pretended to talk of virtue,"
he wrote, "yet my delight and habitual practice was wickedness." He
espoused a "freethinking" rationalist philosophy and renounced the Christian
faith.
As he progressed deeper and deeper into a life of sin, he became very
depressed. Newton called himself a terrible "blasphemer" who had rejected
God completely. But then, as Forrest Gump might say, God showed up.
Wow, does that sound familiar.
One night during a violent storm, the ship started to flood. Fearing for his
life, Newton surprised himself by saying, "Lord have mercy on us!"
Spending long hours at the ship's helm, he reflected on his life and rejection
of God. At first, he thought his shortcomings too great to be forgiven. Then,
he says, "I . . . began to think of . . . Jesus whom I had so often derided . . . of
His life and of His death . . . for sins not His own, but for those who in their
distress should put their trust in Him."
They made it through the storm and during the next few days, John
repeatedly thought of the Bible story about the prodigal son (Luke 15).
Changes started taking place in his life. He began attending church again
along with reading the Bible. God was working on molding him.
Remember; He is the potter; we are the clay (Isaiah 64:8).
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John Newton went through many trials and tribulations during his journey
from slaver to pastor and hymn writer. The theological term, sanctification,
describes the process of becoming more holy--clean. Sanctification is a
continual process, living each day in awe and remembrance of Jesus' blood
sacrifice on the Cross. During his journey through his sanctification he wrote
one of the most inspiring songs ever penned---Amazing Grace. Newton's
song and story have inspired millions.
"Amazing Grace! (how sweet the sound)," Newton wrote, "That saved a
wretch like me! I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see."
Our eyes open and a smile begins to spread across our face. Tears are
streaming down from our eyes as we realize that God’s gifts cannot be
earned and they can never be repaid. Nothing we do can add to or take away
from the gift of salvation and a relationship with God. Accepting this gift
opens our hearts to God. The CROSS simultaneously radiates an ever
increasing luminous glow. The man looks over saying, “Welcome, please
proceed up the path of God’s grace.”
Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses us each time
we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden desires or
wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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CROSS - Final Approach - GUMPS Check
One of things that a student pilot learns is when you are on the final
approach to the runway to land, you perform what is called a GUMPS check.
GUMPS is an acronym widely used by fixed-wing aircraft pilots as a mental
checklist to ensure nothing critical has been forgotten before landing.

The acronym stands for:
G - Gas (Fuel on the proper tank, fuel pump on as required, positive fuel
pressure)
U - Undercarriage (landing gear down)
M - Mixture (fuel mixture set)
P - Propeller (prop set)
S - Seatbelts
Likewise, as we are on our final approach to the CROSS, we also have a
GUMPS check:
G - Grace
U - Unpretentious (humble)
M - Mercy
P - Peace
S - Salvation
Grace - But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness." (2 Corinthians 12:9 NIV)
Unpretentious (humble) - The sacrifices God desires are a humble spirit--O
God, a humble and repentant heart you will not
reject. (Psalm 51:17 NET)
Mercy - Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:16 KJB)
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Peace - Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. (John 14:17a NIV)
Salvation - For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
(1 Corinthians 1:18 NIV)

Proceeding up the path of GRACE toward the CROSS, we can’t help but
think of the burdens we have strapped to our back. Quickly we glance over
our shoulder, marveling at the long steep path we have traveled to reach the
summit---the CROSS. Thinking of all the trials we have gone through in life,
we realize there is a connection: why we have made this arduous journey. A
game we used to play as a child comes to mind.
The game is called “Connect the Dots.” As you draw a line, connecting the
dots sprinkled across the page of the puzzle book, a picture is created.
Similarly the verses in the Old and New Testament can be connected,
revealing a great wonder---Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Ponder: The Old Testament points forward to the CROSS, while the New
Testament points back to the CROSS.
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A few examples in the Old Testament are: the creation of man, the first dot.
The second dot is sin entering the world through Adam and Eve. Next are
the many dots of wandering prophets and kings.
A picture of need emerges---humankind is in need of a Savior. Broken and
sinful, man is incapable of saving himself.
The first dot in the New Testament is the genealogy of Christ in Matthew.
This dot connects us to the past. Jesus is from the genealogy foretold in the
Old Testament from which the Messiah---Savior will come. From this point,
the four Gospels are filled with dot after dot, revealing the life and character
of Jesus. He came with truth and compassion, speaking accurate judgment
but offering forgiveness and mercy. As the line is drawn leading to Christ's
death and resurrection, the picture is complete. Jesus is our perfect Savior.
He was the blood offering for our sins.

As we continue up the path, the walls of salvation on both sides become
increasingly narrower, leading straight up to the cross.
… God makes salvation its walls and ramparts. (Isaiah 26:1b NIV)

82

Our path to the CROSS has been long and bumpy. Sometimes it has been
hard to connect the dots and sometimes we have even made the wrong
choice and had to re-do and ask for forgiveness. The only way we can be
sure to connect the right dots in our own life is to read, study, and meditate
on God’s Word, and then, read, study, and meditate again. The process of
connecting the dots should never end until that day when we are welcomed
into Jesus’ arms and He says:
“Well done, good and faithful servant.” (Matthew 25:21 NIV)
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures
we might have hope.
(Romans 15:4 NIV)

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who
does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.
(2 Timothy 2:15 NIV)

and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.
(2 Peter 1:11 NIV)

The dots record our greatest advances and our most difficult times. It is not
the easy times, but the hard times, when God’s glory descends. We should
be moving forward during times of testing and trials. As a matter of fact, it is
during these times that God actually makes us into what He has called us to
be. All reconstruction in our lives happens during difficult times. These are
the most beneficial times of growth.
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.
(James 1:2-3 NIV)
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Strange and wondrous feelings begin to overtake us as we make our way
toward the cross. Trying to run we are still held back by the weight of those
dang burdens on our back.
Finally, after great effort, we reach the CROSS. All of a sudden the straps on
our burdens become loose, our pack falls from our back, and begins to
tumble down the mountain, where it disappears into a deep dark crevice.
Once we learn to come to the cross and lay our burdens down, trusting and
leaving them with Jesus, the weight of them seems to lighten and disappear.

A modern day example would go something like this:
Ever been to an airport or some other place where moving sidewalks are
operating? Picture a person carrying their luggage, stepping onto a moving
sidewalk. Many people will carry their bag the whole time, when they could
just put it down next to them and save energy.
Christians do this a lot. They don’t fully understand that Jesus wants us to
trust Him and leave our baggage with Him.
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest.”
(Matthew 11:28 NIV)

Cast all your anxiety (burdens) on him because he cares for you.
(1 Peter 5:7 NIV burdens added)
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Without the weight on our back we are able to look up and see the Cross
from a new perspective. Looking up we see…
If you haven’t committed your life to Christ, I hope and pray that you will
not wait any longer. God loves you and sent His only Son to die that you
might have life eternal. Please pray this prayer with me:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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CROSS - What a Wondrous Sight
Last week we were completing our final approach to the CROSS. Looking
up we see a wondrous sight, an old rugged cross; but there are some figures
near it.

In the foreground we see a defenseless lamb.
The next day John sees Jesus coming to him, and said, Behold the Lamb of
God, which takes away the sin of the world.
(John 1:29 AKJV)

We next notice a big, magnificent, stately, lion slightly behind the cross--His presence commands our respect.
Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed.
(Revelation 5:5a NIV)

As we ponder these two figures, our awareness of a man hanging on the
cross begins to come into focus.
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The wonderment of this is overpowering. We see Him dying for us. The
vision of the blood being shed, the nails in His hands, and the spike in His
feet cascades across our heart and mind. His story becomes so real.
The Lion and the Lamb are descriptions of two aspects of the nature of
Christ. Once again we ponder connecting the dots from the Old Testament to
the New Testament.

Lamb of GOD:
The Old Testament contains many prophecies concerning the coming of
Christ as a “guilt offering” and the cross. The whole sacrificial system
established by God in the Old Testament set the stage for the coming of
Jesus Christ, who is the perfect sacrifice God would provide as atonement
for our sins.
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But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our
iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
(Isaiah 53:5-7a NIV emphasis added)

Ponder: Jesus was born to die.
The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said,
"Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
(John 1:29 NASB emphasis added)

When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!"
(John 1:36 NIV emphasis added)

Pre-lamb
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Sheriff’s Academy Years ago, too many years I would like to admit, I attended the Sheriff’s
academy. One thing stands out; it was what one of drill instructors said at the
beginning of the academy that stuck with me throughout my life: “You can
start out as a lamb and go to a lion, but you cannot start as a lion and go
to a lamb.” This philosophy is applicable to all aspects of life, especially
when it comes to Jesus.
Ponder: God communicates the nature of Jesus to us through images.
Stop for a minute and imagine how you picture the Lord Jesus. Some might
picture Jesus as a lamb.

Others: a lamb for slaughter --- sacrifice.

Or maybe you picture Jesus surrounded by children (my vision).

How about picturing the compassion of the Lord?
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Maybe you are picturing the healing power of Jesus.

Do you picture Jesus on the cross for you?

Could it be that you picture Thomas putting his hand into Jesus’ side?

Finally, maybe you picture Him as the roaring lion of Judah.
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There are hundreds of ways to picture Jesus. No two people are going to
picture Him the same. It is impossible for only one picture to define our
Lord---Jesus. To see Jesus fully you must see Him in all His complexity --from a LAMB to a LION.
He encompasses both, one hundred percent. The complexity of Christ takes
our opening statement, “you can start out as a lamb and go to a lion,” to its
maximum meaning. Can you imagine Jesus beginning His ministry as a
lion?
It is the same idea as witnessing the sun eclipse that happened in 2017.

You don’t get the full effect of the eclipse by not being directly in the path.
You kind of get the idea by being near the path, but experiencing the totality
of the eclipse is so much more spectacular. It is the same when knowing
Jesus Christ.
First, we begin by looking at Jesus as the Lamb of God. Once again we start
in the Old Testament.
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Pre-lamb
Throughout the Old Testament God was setting the stage for His own
sacrifice. We begin in the Old Testament. Why? Because that is where Jesus
directs us to begin:
Then Jesus took them through the writings of Moses and all the prophets,
explaining from all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.
(Luke 24:27 NLT)

Ponder: Luke 24:27 is the first Bible lesson after the Resurrection.
Considering the laws in Leviticus: many today consider them irrelevant and
obsolete but without an understanding of them it is impossible to grasp the
relevance of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. Thus, they are relevant and
extremely important.
For instance, without studying the laws of the Old Testament we cannot
grasp the concept of blood sacrifice to atone for sin.
That core concept in God’s plan for redemption helps us to comprehend the
sacrificial death of Yeshua (Jesus) the Messiah. It is like building a house in
the sand. Oh, it may be ok for a while but in the end it will collapse. For the
house (us) to endure under pressure, it must have a solid foundation.
Yes, Jesus was establishing the sacrifice of an unblemished lamb as the only
sacrifice He would accept. If we take a look at Genesis 22, we begin to see
what the lamb represents:
Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac,
and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on
together,
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Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?”
Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is
the lamb for the burnt offering?”
Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt
offering, my son.”
(Genesis 22:6-8 NIV emphasis added)

Ponder: In references to the lamb in the Old Testament, the word lamb is not
capitalized. It is not until the word lamb refers to the Lamb of God
is it capitalized.
Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been
revealed?
He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance
that we should desire him.
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with
suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we
esteemed him not.
Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered
him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we
are healed.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led
like a lamb to the slaughter,
(Isaiah 53:1-7a NIV emphasis added)

“This is what you are to offer on the altar regularly each day: two lambs a
year old.
Offer one in the morning and the other at twilight.
(Exodus 29:38-39 NIV emphasis added)

The place of the sacrifice is the place where the glory and grace of God is
made known:
and the place will be consecrated by my glory.
(Exodus 29:43b NIV)
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This reminds me of an artist preparing his canvas. God is preparing and
putting into place all the materials needed for his masterpiece. Believe me
when I say, God is going to create His masterpiece soon.
Ponder: It is not so much the cross, but what happened on the cross. That is
the whole of what God’s Word is pointing to.

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God.
(1 Corinthians 1:18 NIV)

If you have not given your life to Jesus, I invite you to say this simple
prayer:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone, including those we’re closest to, with
compassion and love---no hidden desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
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CROSS - The LAMB of GOD

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world!
This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has
surpassed me because he was before me.’
I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was
that he might be revealed to Israel.”
Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as
a dove and remain on him.
I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with
water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain
is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’
I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.”
The next day John was there again with two of his disciples.
When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”
(John 1:29-36 NIV emphasis added)

God was now preparing His canvas for one of His most divine and glorious
events, bridging the bond between His earlier sacrifices (Exodus 29) to His
one and only Son---Jesus---thus creating a path of redemption for mankind.
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There must have been a wide dichotomy of reactions to John’s
announcement “Look, the Lamb of God.” You might have seen:
* Total denial
* Naysayers
* Disbelief - no way
* Yea rite - maybe yes, maybe no (fence sitters)
* John and Andrew - both could see and understand what he was
announcing.
Ponder: Which of the above would you be?

When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.
Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do
you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where
are you staying?”
“Come,” He replied, “and you will see.” So they went and saw
where He was staying, and spent that day with Him. It was about
the tenth hour. (4pm)
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard
what John had said and who had followed Jesus.
The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell
him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ).
And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said,
“You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which,
when translated, is Peter).
(John 1:37-42 NIV emphasis added)

Ponder: Verses 41 and 42 – The first thing Andrew did was to go.
The second was to tell his brother, and the third was to bring
his brother to Jesus.
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We could spend hours, even days, talking about verses 41 and 42.
These are the three key elements to EVANGELISM:
* Go - He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.
(Luke 10:2)

* Tell - And he said to them,
“Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.
(Mark 16:15 ESV emphasis added)

* Bring them to Jesus the Messiah----Christ.
And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.”
So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked,
“Do you understand what you are reading?”
And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?”
(Acts 8:29-31 ESV emphasis added)
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A new chronicle on the Lord’s canvas is now developing: the merging of the
lamb to the “Lamb of God.”

God’s Word references the Lamb over thirty times in the New Testament,
with the majority of the references in the book of Revelation.
Ponder: The lamb referred to in the Old Testament was required to be
spotless; the same requirement would be required for the Lamb--Jesus’---otherwise the Lamb would have to die for His own sins.
But since Jesus was sinless, He was the perfect sacrifice.
For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet
without sin.
(Hebrews 4:15 NASB)

When Philip was sent to evangelize the Ethiopian eunuch, the Ethiopian was
reading a passage in Isaiah 53:
The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: “He was led like a sheep
to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not
open his mouth.”
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This ties the Old Testament lamb to the New Testament: the Lamb of God.
Paul, when addressing the Corinthians, also points out that Christ is the
Lamb of God:
Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast—as you
really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.
(1 Corinthians 5:7 NIV emphasis added)

Although Jesus never directly says He is the Lamb, He does indirectly
identify Himself as the Lamb of God (Matthew 20:28):
just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
his life as a ransom for many.”
Peter reminds us that they were redeemed “with the precious blood of
Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:18-19)

God’s canvas is now ready for His central masterwork: the CROSS. But
first, He is going to introduce the “lion” side of Jesus.
If you have not given your life to Jesus, I invite you to say this simple
prayer:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You

99

will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone, including those we’re closest to, with
compassion and love---no hidden desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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CROSS - Pre-lion

Earlier I said that Jesus was totally Lamb and totally Lion. Before His
return---second coming, we get a glimpse of the wrath of God. So the
question that arises is: Does God get angry? Oh yea!
Ponder: God’s anger is not the same as the human experience of anger.
“In your anger do not sin.” Do not let the sun go down while you are still
angry,
and do not give the devil a foothold.”
(Ephesians 4:26-27 NIV)

Probably one of the most poignant examples of God’s feeling is found in
1 Kings 11:
The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned
away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice.
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Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not
keep the LORD'S command.
(1 Kinds 11:9-10 NIV emphasis added)

When I read through this passage an old TV commercial comes to mind:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LLrTPrp-fW8

It is a commercial about fooling Mother Nature. Yes, I know it’s a little bit
of a reach from fooling Mother Nature to fooling God, but there is one thing
God will NOT tolerate and that is turning to other gods, or other things for
that matter.
Ponder: You cannot hide your actions or motives from God.
King Saul tried to hide his actions from God. That didn’t work out so well:
This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘I will punish the Amalekites for what
they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt.
Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to
them.
(1 Samuel 15:2-3a NIV emphasis added)

King Saul had his instructions from God. Did he fulfill them? Did he do
what God said?
But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the
fat calves and lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling
to destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they
totally destroyed.
(1 Samuel 15:9 NIV emphasis added)

Saul did not obey God’s instructions and on top of that, he tried to hide it:
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Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel:
“I am grieved that I have made Saul king, because he has turned away from
me and has not carried out my instructions.” Samuel was troubled, and he
cried out to the LORD all that night.
Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told,
“Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own
honor and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal.”
When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The LORD bless you! I have carried
out the LORD'S instructions.”
But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is
this lowing of cattle that I hear?”
Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they
spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the LORD your God,
but we totally destroyed the rest.”
“Stop!” Samuel said to Saul
(1 Samuel 15:10-16a NIV emphasis added)

Here we see Saul’s true heart, one of disobedience: conceited, egotistical,
narcissistic, and deceitful; in other words, downright evil. When we read a
little further into his conversation with Samuel, he once again is going to try
and lie his way out. There is an old saying about digging yourself into a
deeper hole, well, good old Saul is going to do just that.

Well, our boy Saul continues to dig:
Why did you not obey the LORD? Why did you pounce on the plunder and
do evil in the eyes of the LORD?”
“But I did obey the LORD,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the LORD
assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag
their king.
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The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was
devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at Gilgal.”
But Samuel replied: “Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better
than sacrifice,
and to heed is better than the fat of rams.
For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of
idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has rejected
you as king.”
(1 Samuel 15:19-23 NIV emphasis added)

The oldest trick in the book, “they did it not me.” Kind of reminds me of
Adam and Eve, “she made me do it.” 
You won’t get away with playing the “blame game” --- blaming someone
else --- when dealing with God. He knows and sees all and He knows our
hearts!

The second Psalm of the Bible teaches that people can either defy God and
perish, or submit to him and be blessed. Psalm 2 does not directly identify
the psalmist, but in the New Testament, Acts 4:24-26 attributes the
authorship of the psalm to David.
Psalm 2
Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against
the LORD and against his Anointed One.
“Let us break their chains,” they say, “and throw off their fetters.”
The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.
Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,
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“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”
I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have become your Father.
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth
your possession.
You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like
pottery.”
Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth.
Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling.
Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his
wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
(emphasis added)

Ponder: God even laughs, verse 4: “The One enthroned in heaven laughs.”
Ponder: God’s righteous judgments are not all stored for further
dispensation, they can be exercised wherever He determines.
God judges the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day.
(Psalm 7:11 AJKV emphasis added)

All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight,
But the LORD weighs the motives.
(Proverbs 16:2)

"I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give to each man
according to his ways, According to the results of his deeds.
(Jeremiah 17:10)

Ponder: You can run, but you can’t hide.
Scripture tells us God is capable and has anger, so the question now is: Did
Jesus display anger and if so, how could He entertain anger since He was,
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and is God? Remember, God cannot be present where evil is. Good question,
huh?

Jesus’ anger is portrayed in all four of the Gospels---Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John. Both Matthew and Luke illustrate Jesus’ actions, but in Mark the
event begins to develop and continues to the totality of the event in John.
There we see the spiritual angle.
Let’s begin in Matthew:
Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling
there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of
those selling doves.
“It is written,” he said to them, “ ’My house will be called a house of
prayer,’ but you are making it a ‘den of robbers.’ ”
(Matthew 21:12-13 NIV)

Then he entered the temple area and began driving out those who were
selling.
“It is written,” he said to them, “ ‘My house will be a house of prayer’; but
you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’’”
(Luke 19:45-46 NIV)

Matthew and Luke’s accounts are what I would call plain vanilla. They only
give a brief depiction of the event.
Mark’s account gives us a more in depth description:
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On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple area and began driving
out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the
money changers and the benches of those selling doves,
and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple
courts.
And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: “ ‘My house will be called
a house of prayer for all nations’ ?
But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’”
(Mark 11:15-17 NIV emphasis added)

Putting together the past two accounts of Scripture, along with John’s
account, you get the whole enchilada:

In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others
sitting at tables exchanging money.
So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both
sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and
overturned their tables.
To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! How dare you turn
my Father’s house into a market!”
His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will
consume me.”
Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to
prove your authority to do all this?”
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Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three
days.”
The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you
are going to raise it in three days?”
But the temple he had spoken of was his body.
(John 2:14-21 NIV emphasis added)

In this set of verses we are told Jesus made a whip, emphasizing His anger.
Anger when viewed from a human perspective is a selfish, destructive
emotion. It has destroyed many individuals and we are warned about its
power in Ephesians 4:26:
“In your anger do not sin. Do not let the sun go down while you are still
angry,”

We are not told to avoid anger but to deal with it properly, in a timely
manner. If we don’t we are opening the door for the devil to gain a foothold.
for anger gives a foothold to the devil.
(Ephesians 4:27 NLT)

So, in answer to our question, yes God does get angry, and in itself anger is
not a sin. Once again, it is a heart issue.
If you haven’t committed your life to Christ, I hope and pray that you will
not wait any longer. God loves you and sent His only Son to die that you
might have life eternal. Please pray this prayer with me:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
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will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
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CROSS

Before Jesus goes from the Lamb of God to the Lion of Judah, there is one
more significant event He must complete before His ministry on earth would
be complete. This one event is paramount in His journey: He must go and be
sacrificed as the Lamb of God for all humanity.
The whole purpose of Jesus’ ministry is culminated in a three day period:
His death and resurrection. Two thousand years later the human race is still
embracing this action. Whether or not they accept it as the cornerstone of
their faith or resent it, it still leaves an impact on people.

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God.
(1 Corinthians 1:18 NIV)

Ponder: Out of the greatest bad came the greatest good.
I can tell you from experience that people do not like to be confronted with
Biblical topics that remind them of their own sin. The cross is one of those
Biblical topics. It is offensive to some because it says to the world, “You’re
a sinner.” On the cross, Jesus confronted the thief who was dying on the
other cross, “You’re a sinner. You’d better repent.” He, the thief, did repent.
He confessed his sins. And he said, “Remember me when You come into
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Your kingdom.” Immediately Jesus replied; “Today you will be with Me in
Paradise.” Christ forgave him right there. But first, the cross condemned his
sins and made him confess and acknowledge that he was a sinner.
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the
Christ? Save yourself and us!”
But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since
you are under the same sentence?
We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this
man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when
you come into your kingdom.’”
Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in
paradise.”
(Luke 23:39-43)

Please take a moment and ponder the above Scripture.
It is far easier to insult and repudiate Jesus and the cross than to accept Him.
By accepting you would have to look inside yourself and admit your past,
giving up all to Him. It is easy just to submit to the world and all its evil
rather than to go against it, giving up your pride, arrogance, and self. I have
told people over and over it is much more difficult to follow Jesus than not.
When you do, people seem to come out of the woodwork to judge,
especially if you have a past, and we all do. They seem to, and probably do,
resent you. I think they recognize and are jealous of what you have--JESUS.
Take a good look at the above picture representing Jesus on the cross; what
do you see?
The obvious is a man hanging on a cross. But it is so much more. Many
today, millions in fact, feel it is foolishness --- the Gospel of Christ and His
crucifixion, followed by His resurrection. This is no different than what the
people felt when Paul was preaching to the Corinthians:
This foolish plan of God is wiser than the wisest of human plans, and God's
weakness is stronger than the greatest of human strength.
(1 Corinthians 1:25 NLT)

The cross may not be the literal middle of the Bible but it sure is
metaphorically the center. Yes, the cross unites all of the Old Testament and
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all of the New Testament into one remarkable composition. It is the focal
point of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

If we remove the physical cross out of the picture we are left with Jesus, His
arms out, beckoning us to Him, signifying many good and wonderful things
like comfort, protection, safety, and love. Jesus, opening His arms saying,
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest.”
(Matthew 11:28 NIV)

In the morning when we get up we are facing an ever increasingly evil
world. Headlines hit us with alarm. Just when you think things could not get
any worse, viola, they do. Look up to the cross and visualize Jesus with His
arms stretched wide, welcoming you into His comfort and protection. Jesus
is beckoning us to take a moment, take refuge in Him. One of our great
comforts is what the Bible says about the Lord shielding His people in times
like these:
•Psalm 17 - we are hidden under the shadow of His wings.
•Psalm 27 - we are hidden in the shelter of His tabernacle.
•Isaiah 49 - we are hidden in the shadow of His hand.
•Psalm 32 - tells us that God is our hiding place.
•And Colossians 3 - our lives are hidden with Christ in God.
Ponder: The "arms of the Lord" also represent His salvation, which is only
found in Jesus Christ.
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You may not get another chance. Accept the Lamb of God - Jesus - today, or
face the Lion.
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CROSS - LION of Judah

When I go to the gym I drive past a cancer treatment center. Every time I
always say a little prayer for all those in the center, not only the patients but
all the personnel working there. Just recently I saw while driving past the
center that it was completely vacant. No one was around as it was a holiday.
This got me thinking how it will be when the “LION” returns. No more
sickness, tears etc., just the joy and peace of the Lord Almighty.
To understand the phrase “Jesus is the Lion of Judah” we have to jump into
the “Way Back machine” and go all the way back to Genesis.

Beginning in Genesis and throughout the Old Testament we are given the
analogy over and over again of a sacrificial lamb. As time progresses and we
move into the New Testament, the Jews were looking for a mighty king, a
savior, to deliver them out of foreign rule. God’s sense of humor comes into
play: yes He sends a savior but not through the male lineage, through the
female side---Mary---Jesus’ mother. I do love God’s sense of humor.
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But the one who rules in heaven laughs.
(Psalm 2:4a NLT)

They fully expected the Messiah to be a great mighty warrior, kind of like
Conan.

We get a hint of this in Genesis 49:9-10:
"Judah is a lion's whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up He
couches, he lies down as a lion, And as a lion, who dares rouse him up? The
scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler's staff from between his
feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.”
Remember: This was the blessing Jacob gave to his son Judah.
Jesus fulfills this prophecy, but in a way that was not expected. He is the
Messiah who would come from the tribe of Judah that is true, but, He came
as the Lamb of God, the perfect and ultimate sacrifice for sin. Jesus preached
love and compassion for all. This did not fit the mold of their expectations of
what and how the Messiah would be. In fact, it was the opposite. Again, I
say, you have got to love how God operates.
After God’s entire plan---pre-lamb, Lamb of God, and pre-lion, culminates
at the cross, we are primed for the last step---The Lion of Judah.
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JESUS - The LION of JUDAH
I think all of us would agree just the name lion conjures up a big, wild,
mean, and dangerous beast in our minds. This is in direct contrast to how the
Messiah appeared during His first coming. But, it is not in conflict with His
second coming. There is a lot of truth to the saying: “Accept the Lamb or
face the Lion.”

Quite often when you mention the Lamb and the Lion people think about the
Scripture passage in Isaiah when the prophet describes animals all in peace
with each other, lying around singing Kum Ba Yah.
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In that day the wolf and the lamb will live together; the leopard will lie
down with the baby goat. The calf and the yearling will be safe with the lion,
and a little child will lead them all.
(Isaiah 11:6 NLT emphasis added)

Let’s now venture into the heavenly throne room, Revelation 4-5. It opens
with John noticing a door standing open in heaven. Oh how this must have
intrigued him. Then he hears a voice summoning him to come in through the
door. I can’t help but wonder what was going through his mind.
John realizes he is in front of the throne of God with someone sitting on it.
Hum, wonder who that someone is? Now you might try and answer that
question but don’t. What is important is that the glory of God was the intent
of the vision rather than an anthropomorphic representation.
John, now being “caught up in the spirit,” receives a series of stunning
revelations. These visions culminate in the ultimate victory of Christ at the
end of the age. The chapter shows us a very important practice that we
should all follow, the endless praise that God receives from the angels and
the 24 elders.
Ponder: Do you praise Him always, even through a storm?
In chapter 5 we get to the final step of our study. But before that happens,
the chapter begins with John noticing that there is a scroll in the “right hand
of Him who was seated on the throne.” The scroll has writing on the inside
and is sealed with seven seals. But there is a slight problem, no one is found
worthy of opening it. John realizes the gravity of the situation and begins to
weep.
Something else to consider: John was the only living person to see Jesus in 5
different states:
* God as a man
* Transfigured
* God on the throne
* Lamb of God
* Lion of Judah
Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with
writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals.
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And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to
break the seals and open the scroll?”

But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or
even look inside it.
I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the
scroll or look inside.

Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe
of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed.
(Revelation 5:1-5a NIV emphasis added and pictures)

Ponder: Today, the lion is known as “the king of the jungle.” Many would
say that the earth has turned into one big jungle. Christ coming back
as the Lion of Judah just might fit.
In the next few verses, John shares with us an event that is both amazing and
of significant importance.
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Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of
the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into
all the earth.
He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the
throne.
And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four
elders
fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.
And they sang a new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its
seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for
God from every tribe and language and people and nation.
(Revelation 5:6-9 NIV emphasis added)

In Revelation 5, we are shown the true nature of God. This is very important
and is overlooked by many. First, we are shown the majesty of the throne
room in heaven. Second, we are witness to the supremacy of the Lamb of
God---Jesus. Third, we see the judgment side of God; the Lion of Judah.
And finally we see the slain Lamb of God, worthy above all things and all of
mankind. It is important to note that the Lion of Judah is mentioned only
once but the Lamb is mentioned numerous times in Revelation. Why?
Answer: God will only take so much and then His anger, His wrath, will be
dispersed righteously. We have the tendency to overlook this side of God or
interpret it incorrectly. “Accept the Lamb now or face the Lion.” There are
no two ways about it. There is only ONE WAY! Any person, or religion for
that matter, who does not accept the supremacy of the Lamb of God---Jesus,
is "up the proverbial creek". To put it bluntly, the old proverb is that you are
in trouble if you find yourself up a creek with no paddle: you are sunk. In
other words, without Jesus as your personal savior, you’re sunk.
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If Jesus had not become the Lamb of God, there wouldn’t be a multitude of
saints gathered around the throne singing his praises. God exalts the Lamb
because the Lamb humbled himself and became a man. Nothing will ever
make that statement less astounding: God became man. The king became the
servant.
The Lion became the Lamb.

Zechariah 14 says, "Behold, the day of the LORD is coming.... The LORD
will go forth and fight against those nations, as He fights in the day of battle.
And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives.... And the LORD
shall be King over all the earth" (verses 1, 3, 4, 9). The Book of Revelation
speaks of a day when the kingdoms of this world will "become the kingdoms
of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever"
(Revelation 11:15).

Ponder: Are you ready?
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As children I am sure most of us played a good game of Hide and Seek ever
so often. We would hide our face as the others would go and hide. Upon
counting to ten we would yell out, “ready or not, here I come.” I ask you;
“are you ready for Jesus’ return? Or are you hiding, hoping He is not
really real and/or not coming back soon?”
Ponder: You can run, but you can’t hide!
Over time, two thousand years and counting, people have grown complacent
regarding Christ’s return. Every past generation has contemplated His return,
waiting, and nothing. This has happened to so many past generations that
people, through the many years, have lost faith, and belief in Jesus’ return
has definitely weakened.
Ponder: What would your reaction be, if you were told Jesus Christ’s 2 nd
coming would be exactly 15 minutes from now? Let’s see, maybe:
* You would just shrug and say “no way Jose.” (Non-believer)
* You could say, “I have some big-time repenting to do.” (Fence sitting
semi-believer)
* You would just bend over and kiss yourself good-bye.
* Or say, “I am a pretty good person. I’ll be ok.” (False sense of what is
good)
* Rejoice in His 2nd coming. (Believer)
* Rejoice and volunteer to stay “behind” and preach to those who are not
saved. (True believer having the spirit of God)

When I began this series “Lamb to a Lion,” I related what one of my drill
instructors said at the beginning of the police academy that stuck with me
throughout my life: “You can start out as a lamb and go to a lion, but you
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cannot start as a lion and go to a lamb.” There is another saying that the
instructors would say, actually a warning, “beware of the John Wayne
syndrome.”

Basically this means you are NOT invincible. New peace officers have a
tendency to feel invincible (John Wayne syndrome), when they pin that
badge on for the first time. Somewhat the same feeling as people who feel,
“I am not going to die,” or “it would never happen to me.” Today more than
ever before in human history, that may not be true. We live in very perilous
times.
God’s thoughts are of peace and not of evil, not to cause you harm. But, His
judgment is righteous. He wants you to have hope and a future. You are a
work in progress and God isn’t done yet. Swallow your pride and give your
fears to Him. Trust Him and heaven is opened to you. There will be a
completion, I can guarantee you that. The Lion is coming.
Final thought - Psalm 1:
Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand
in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.
But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day
and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.
Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the
assembly of the righteous.
For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the
wicked will perish.
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If you have not given your life to Jesus, I invite you to say this simple
prayer:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone, including those we’re closest to, with
compassion and love---no hidden desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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CROSS - In the Shadow of the Cross
Kneeling in front of the cross, we look up. The sun is centered directly
behind it, giving the effect that the old rugged cross is glowing. We can’t
help but notice that the shadow of the cross is falling over us.

We begin to ponder all the things this old cross means to us, and recalling all
the names used in the New Testament to describe the One who hung on it.

We think of the One who suffered this horrible diabolical treatment for us…
He paid the price for our sins in full.
When Jesus humbled Himself---the Son of God---He became the ultimate
sacrifice for us. God’s Son comes into the world and the world does not
recognize Him for who He is. It rejects Him, mocks Him, and kills Him.
He came into the very world he created, but the world didn't recognize him.
(John 1:10 NLT)

Ponder: His own creation did not recognize Him.
But His death on the cross did not go unrecognized, and until the end of the
age, it will be acknowledged. God declares the greatness and glory of what
is accomplished upon the cross by four specific miracles that accompanied
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the crucifixion. Each miracle has significance to the meaning and purpose of
our Lord’s death.
First, everything went dark.
When the sixth hour came, darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth
hour.
(Mark 15:33 NASB)

Matthew and Luke address the same miracle. It is in Luke that we find a
little more detail.
It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over
the whole land until the ninth hour,
for the sun stopped shining.
(Luke 23:44-45a NIV)

If that was not enough, God performed another miracle. The second was a
physical feat in the temple.
With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.
The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
(Mark 15:37:38 NIV)

This was a very significant act. Not only was the Light - Jesus is the Light gone, the divide between man and God was breached. The veil separated the
front segment, called the Holy Place, the main area of the temple, from the
most inner area referred to as the Holiest of Holies.
The veil was torn from top to bottom. This was a very tall veil. Solomon's
temple was 30 cubits high (1 Kings 6:2), but Herod had increased the height
to 40 cubits, according to the writings of Josephus, a first century Jewish
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historian. There is uncertainty as to the exact measurement of a cubit, but it
is safe to assume that this veil was somewhere near 60 feet high.
In its first room were the lampstand, the table and the consecrated bread;
this was called the Holy Place.
Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place,
which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered Ark of the
Covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had
budded,
and the stone tablets of the covenant.
(Hebrews 9:2b-4 NIV)

We must pay special attention to the thickness of the veil. An early Jewish
tradition says that the veil was about four inches thick, but the Bible does not
confirm that measurement. The book of Exodus teaches that this thick veil
was fashioned from blue, purple, and scarlet material and fine twisted linen.
This would be impossible for man to tear.
But the real significance is in what this act represents. First, no more animal
sacrifices were necessary. Jesus was the final blood sacrifice for all. Second,
and the most important, access to God is now open to all who would
approach him in the name of Jesus Christ. The veil was symbolic of Christ
Himself as the only way to the Father.
Ponder: “Our sins, yes yours and mine, nailed Jesus Christ to the cross, and
we have His blood on our hands. But God wants the blood of His
Son to cover the sin in our hearts. This is why He came.”
(Billy Graham, Where I am)
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.”
(John 14:6 NIV)
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Now Christ is our superior High Priest, and as believers in His finished
work, we partake of His better priesthood. We can now enter the Holy of
Holies through Him. Hebrews 10 says that the faithful enter into the
sanctuary by the “blood of Jesus, by the new and living way which he
opened for us through the veil, that is, through his flesh.” Here we see the
image of Jesus’ flesh being torn for us just as He was tearing the veil for us.
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place
by the blood of Jesus,
by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body,
and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and
having our bodies washed with pure water.
(Hebrews 10:19-22 NIV)

The third is: an earthquake happens at the very instant Jesus speaks His last.
They can be tremendously disorienting. I’ve personally experienced many
mild to very strong earthquakes. As soon as they start you are disoriented.
Many of you remember the Carole King song; I feel the earth move. The
first three lines of the lyrics describe this very well:
I feel the earth move under my feet
I feel the sky come tumbling down,
I feel my heart start to tremblin’
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Perhaps the two most dependable realities are the rising of the sun each
morning and the solidity of the ground beneath our feet. Both of these
realities are shaken at the crucifixion.
And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
The earth shook and the rocks split.
(Matthew 27:50-51 NIV)

Simultaneously, at the 4th miracle, tombs became open. Matthew is the only
book where this event is noted. Theologians have speculated what was
entailed during this event, and its meaning, over and over. Fact is, anything
said is just that: speculation.
There are a few things that can and should be said. First, we should note the
clearly intended symbolism that at the moment our Lord’s body is being
readied for the tomb, the power of his death was such that other sepulchers
were being opened by him. Secondly, there is the clear suggestion that it is
by the power of his death that others will be released from death.
There are two other passages that could refer to this miracle:
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the
supremacy.
(Colossians 1:18 NIV)

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead,
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
(1 Corinthians 15:20 NIV)

The twenty-four elders mentioned in Revelation 4 could be members of the
group that rose as the firstfruits.
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Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them
were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold
on their heads.
(Revelation 4:4 NIV emphasis added)

The final miracles had the most profound impact. The Roman soldier at the
crucifixion witnessed what had taken place and said “surely he was the son
of God.” The miracles at the cross portray God’s love for us, and that
salvation is by the power of Christ.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
(John 3:16 NIV emphasis added)

Our last step in the Revival of Your Heart is Spirit. This is the final step on
our journey up the mountain: sanctification. Before we start on this final leg
of our journey let’s take a look at two parables Jesus related to His
followers:
* Parable of the Sowers
* Parable of the Weeds
The miracle of the crucifixion is the same miracle that is available to you
this day.
If you haven’t committed your life to Christ, I hope and pray that you will
not wait any longer. God loves you and sent His only Son to die that you
might have life eternal. Please pray this prayer with me:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen
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CROSS - Final Examination - Parables
The following two parables connect the previous steps (Throne, Mirror, and
Grace) to the Cross. They are the Parable of the Sower and the Parable of the
Weeds.

Parable of the Sower:
Then he told them many things in parables, saying:
“A farmer went out to sow his seed.
As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path,
and the birds came and ate it up.
Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.
It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.
But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched,
and they withered because they had no root.
Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.
Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred,
sixty or thirty times what was sown.
He who has ears, let him hear.”
(Matthew 13:3-9 NIV)

* Also found in Mark 4:2-9, and Luke 8:4-8.
* Jesus gives us the interpretation of this parable in Matthew 13:18-23,
Mark 4:13-20, Luke 8:11-15.
“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:
When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand
it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart.
This is the seed sown along the path.
The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears
the word and at once receives it with joy.
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But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time.
When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls
away.
The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who
hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth
choke it, making it unfruitful.
But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil
is the man who hears the word and understands it.
He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was
sown.”
(Matthew 13:18-23 NIV)

The Parable of the Sower denotes a sower who scatters seed, which falls on
four different types of ground:
* Sower - God Himself---Jesus
* Seed - The Word of the Kingdom of God
* Hard ground - hard ground “by the way side” prevents the seed from
sprouting at all, and the seed becomes nothing more than bird food.
The person does not understand the teaching - the evil one, Satan,
comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart - result, keeping
the heart dull and preventing the Word from making an impression.
* The rocky ground portrays a person receiving the teaching with great
joy and enthusiasm but when trouble comes he has a crisis of faith and
falls away. Jesus warns us about this in the 14th chapter of Luke:
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife
and children, his brothers and sisters—yes,
even his own life—he cannot be my disciple.
And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple.
“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and
estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it?
For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it,
everyone who sees it will ridicule him,
saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’
“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not
first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to
oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand?
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If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way
off and will ask for terms of peace.
In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot
be my disciple.
“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?
It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
(Luke 14:25-33 NIV)

Ponder: Jesus does not want quitters.
A true commitment to follow Jesus Christ requires you to place yourself on
the sacrificial altar---take up your cross.
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.
(Matthew 16:24 NIV)

* The thorny ground depicts one who seems to receive the Word, but
whose heart is full of riches, pleasures, and lusts; the things of this
world take his time and attention away from the Word, and he ends up
having no time for it.
Ponder: How many times have you heard, “Christians have no fun”?
* The good soil - The individual hears the Word of God and grasps it
with open arms and an open heart allowing the Word to accomplish its
result in their life. The man represented by the “good ground” is the
only one of the four who is truly saved, because salvation’s proof is fruit
(Matthew 3:7-8; 7:15-20).
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Meaning: The Parable of the Sower addresses the condition of a person’s
heart.
A secondary lesson would be: Salvation is more than a
superficial, albeit joyful, hearing of the gospel, it is an action:
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
Parable of the Weeds:

Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who
sowed good seed in his field.
But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among
the wheat, and went away.
When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.
“The owner’s servants came to him and said,
‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field?
Where then did the weeds come from?’
“ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants asked him,
‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’
“ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds,
you may root up the wheat with them.
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Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the
harvesters:
First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned;
then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’ ”
(Matthew 13:24-30 NIV)

* Also found in the other gospels.
* Jesus gives us the interpretation of this parable in Matthew 13:37-43:
He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.
The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom.
The weeds are the sons of the evil one,
and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age,
and the harvesters are angels.
“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire,
so it will be at the end of the age.
The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his
kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil.
They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.
Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
He who has ears, let him hear.”
(Matthew 13:37-43 NIV)

Before we interpret this parable, I would like to draw your attention to the
verse preceding Jesus’ explanation, v36:
Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him
and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”
(Matthew 13:36 NIV emphasis added)

His disciples “came to Him and asked.” Then immediately Jesus answers
them.
There is a movie entitled God’s not Dead 2: I find it hard to believe how
many believe that God could be dead or at the very least, He does not care
any more. In fact, some churches preach on how ineffective prayer can be.
How ridiculous. For further information see my sermons entitled: Church at
War.
When the miracles at the cross took place---sudden darkness, temple veil
torn in half, earth moving, and the tombs opening---a two-way line of
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communication was established. We are all invited into God’s presence but
we must believe and accept the cross and most importantly, Jesus Christ as
our personal savior.
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God
so that you may know that you have eternal life.
This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything
according to his will, he hears us.
And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we
have what we asked of him.
(1 John 15:13-15 NIV)

No matter what is taught in a church or what someone might say, prayer is
an extremely powerful tool in the Christian’s quiver.
Now back to the Parable of the weeds. This parable is very often associated
with the church. Many commentaries and sermons have attempted to use this
story as an illustration of the condition of the church, noting that there are
both true believers (the wheat) and false professors (the weeds) in both the
church at large and individual local churches. Jesus makes it very clear that
that the field is not the church; it is the world (v. 38).
* Sower - God Himself---Jesus
* Good Seed - True believers of the Kingdom of God
* Field - World
* Weeds (tares) - Sons of the Satan (false believers and teachers)
* Sower of the weed (tares) - Satan
* Harvest - End of the age (world)
To bring this parable into perspective, let’s take a look at the agricultural
practices of Christ’s time. Many farmers depended on the quality of their
crops. An enemy sowing weeds would have sabotaged a business. The
weeds (tares) in the parable were likely darnel because that weed, until
mature, appears as wheat. Without modern weed killers, what would a wise
farmer do in such a dilemma? Instead of tearing out the wheat with the tares,
the landowner in this parable wisely waited until the harvest. After
harvesting the whole field, the tares could be separated and burned. The
wheat would be saved in the barn. Remember, judgment is left up to Jesus,
not us.
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Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the
Son,
(John 5:22 NIV)

All unbelievers will be judged for their sin and unbelief; then, they will be
removed from God’s presence. True followers of Christ will reign with Him.
Maybe you are not in the shadow of the cross but you desire to be. Simply
pray this prayer:
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
LIGHT UP for JESUS
PICTURE - Light Shine6.jpg
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SPIRIT - Road to Sanctification
As we begin to rise up from our kneeling position in the cross’s shadow, we
feel excited and even giddy. It reminds us of the feelings we had when we
first fell in love. The smile on our face is like a bride’s smile when she is
walking down the aisle to her beloved groom.

Looking around in wonderment, off in the distance we see a beautiful “new”
city; a city we have only vaguely heard of.

I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God,
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.
(Revelation 21:2 NIV)

In order to get there, we are going to have to travel over many peaks and into
and through many valleys. We realize that this journey is going to be very
challenging and trying, and we are going to need the whole armor of God to
reach our goal---Christian Sanctification.
Ponder: What is the definition of “Christian Sanctification?"
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Christian Sanctification is God’s will for us:
It is God's will that you should be sanctified:
(1 Thessalonians 4:3a NIV emphasis added)

It also means to “make holy” or to “purify.’ The origin of this word is from
the Latin “sanctus” which means “holy” or “to consecrate.” The suffix
“tion” in sanctification is the ongoing or continuing process of becoming
holy; set apart for holy use. This is exactly the goal of every believer in
Christ. Our journey is a progression to holiness - growing in purity - and it
takes a lifetime.

When we start on this part of our spiritual journey, from the cross forward,
we are beginning an adventure in uncharted waters.
Ponder: There is an old Hawaiian saying, “You cannot discover new oceans
until you have courage to lose sight of the shore.”
Paul gives us a description of what our journey of sanctification will require
in Romans 12:1-2:
Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service of worship.

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is,
that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
(Romans 12:1-2 NASB picture added)
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When Jesus died on the cross and shed His blood, God accepted that blood
sacrifice instead of you and I having to make that sacrifice. Revelation
12:11a - They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb…
There is power in the blood shed at the cross. Without Christ making that
sacrifice, we would not have forgiveness.
There is another condition we must recognize and possess: presenting our
bodies as a living and holy sacrifice and being transformed by the renewing
of our mind.
Ponder: God requires us to do, action, and we will be sanctified; holy,
reaction.
The idea of a sacrifice in America is not the same as in other areas of the
world. We have grown soft in this country. A sacrifice here would be going
to church and giving up a Sunday football game. I don’t think that is quite
what Paul was meaning when he said in verse 1: to present your bodies a
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God.
Ponder: Are you willing to sacrifice your whole body, your existence?
Let’s take a look at Joseph in Genesis chapters 37-49. He is a good example
of following the road to sanctification. You may recall, he was sold into
slavery by his brothers who were jealous of him. Joseph was a teenager at
the time. Most of us would have been extremely upset and could have
blamed God for our circumstances. So many people blame God for the
injustices they have had to endure. I always wondered why. Why not blame
the one who is responsible for all the injustice in the world: Satan?
Joseph’s true character was revealed when he refused to blame God and turn
bitter while languishing in prison for many, many years. Later we see
evidence of his character when, after many years in prison, he was placed in
an official’s, Captain of Pharaoh’s Guard, house as a domestic staff member.
Potiphar trusted Joseph enough to leave him in charge of his entire
household (Gen 39:5) and when Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him, Joseph
refused. He not only refused, but ran, and ran so fast he left his cloak.
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Ponder: He left his cloak but kept his character.
Talk about resisting temptation, he was in prison for many years and now
she was tempting him. I don’t think this temptation from Potiphar’s wife was
a one time occurrence. This tempting must have gone on over a period of
time.
Now, during this temptation, Joseph’s true character is once again revealed:
and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said,
“Come to bed with me!”
But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not
concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has
entrusted to my care.
No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing
from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a
wicked thing and sin against God?"
(Genesis 39:7-9 NIV)

Ponder: Joseph’s plumb line was aligned with God’s.
I don’t use this example to make any of us look and/or feel bad. Believe me
when I say, we all have failed and will continue to fail due to some
temptation the devil will put in front of us. Remember in the beginning as
we looked over towards the beautiful “new” city, what did we see?
Answer: Many peaks and many valleys. The road we have to travel is very
bumpy and difficult. When we glorify God in our bodies, we are being
sanctified, thus glorifying God by our decision not to sin against Him. That
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is easier said than done. I thank the Lord every day that He does not leave
me when I do something against Him. Do you?
By adhering to Romans 12:1, we are going to the cross to be crucified:
Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service of worship.

The cross symbolizes: dying to self.
It really is a paradox: by “dying to self,” or “losing yourself,” you “find
yourself.” Through death, you find real life. What does it mean to “die to
self?” So much could be said, but allow me to give you a few practical
examples of how this would work in day-to-day living.
* To bear the cross means forgiving, instead of harboring that grudge.
* It means resisting the temptation to do what everybody else does.
* It means “swallowing your pride” and boldly telling someone about
Jesus.
* It means doing what God wants you to do, instead of what you want to
do.
* It means DWJWD.
The apostle Paul summed it up when he wrote:
“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”
(Galatians 2:20)
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God’s ultimate aim is for us to be sanctified and grow in holiness, but unless
you are born again, you have no hope to be sanctified because sanctification
takes the power of the Holy Spirit.

If you are not in the shadow of the cross but you desire to be, simply pray
this prayer:
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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SPIRIT - Renewal of Your Mind

Last week we took a look at Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service of worship
and we examined what the Scripture is implying by “presenting ourselves as
a living sacrifice.”
This week we are going to look at the second requirement for sanctification:
the renewal of our mind as Romans 12:2 states:
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is,
that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

If we break this down to the reader’s digest version, we would say:
Don’t follow the world views, but think like Jesus so as to please God.
Again, easier said than done. By committing to Romans 12:1, you have
made a “blood sacrifice” to God. This is not to be taken lightly.
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I will not violate my covenant or alter the word that went forth from my lips.
(Psalm 89:34 ESV)

“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not
break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.’
(Matthew 5:33 NIV)

Before you present yourself as a living sacrifice you must count the cost
associated with this commitment.
This is why your sacrifice to God is compared to a circumcision of the heart.
Paul in Romans 2:29 states:
…circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Holy Spirit,
(Romans 2:29a)

Paul uses this example to stress the importance of your vow to God. Baptism
is an outward act of accepting Jesus and an inward repenting of your sins.
Both must take place. One cannot be effective without the other. In other
words, a circumcised body and a sinful heart are at odds with each other.
Rather than focus on external rites, Paul focuses on the condition of the
heart. Using circumcision as a metaphor, he says that only the Holy Spirit
can purify a heart and set us apart to God. Ultimately, circumcision cannot
make a person right with God; the Law is not enough. A person’s heart must
change. Paul calls this change “circumcision of the heart.”
In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature,
not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but
with the circumcision done by Christ,
(Colossians 2:11 NIV emphasis added)

Ponder: When you make this decision to follow Jesus, it is like joining the
Christian mafia, “you know too much to get out.” 
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There are no guarantees following Jesus except one. And that one outweighs
all the lack of guarantees: eternal life with Him in heaven. However, there
are costs to following Jesus. And, before someone decides to present himself
or herself on the Lord’s alter, this cost should be weighed.

In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot
be my disciple.
(Luke 14:33 NIV emphasis added)

Ponder: It isn't easy to be a Christian—that is, a committed, growing
Christian.
It costs to follow Jesus. But it costs a lot more not to.
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.
If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is,
you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.
That is why the world hates you.
Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his
master.’
If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.
If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.”
(John 15:18–19 NIV)

This is hard to accept if you have been a popular person throughout your life
and then become a Christian. You try to be loving, compassionate and
helpful, but then people find out that you're a Christian. So they give you a
difficult time or make fun of you or spread lies about you. You think: “this
isn't fair. I am so sweet and nice.” Maybe you are. But the fact is that now
you are a representative of Jesus. And effectively you will be treated as He
was treated. The Bible says:
"Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution"
(2 Timothy 3:12)
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Are you being persecuted now? If the answer is yes,
CONGRATULATIONS!
If you’re not, you have to ask yourself one question and answer it truthfully:
Are you living a Godly life?
Ponder: Persecution is the Christian’s Badge of Honor.
God has always wanted more than just external conformity to a set of rules.
He desires His followers to possess a heart to love, know, and follow Him.
That’s why God is not concerned with a circumcision of the flesh. Even in
the Old Testament, God’s priority was a spiritual circumcision of the heart:
“Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, circumcise your hearts, you men of
Judah and people of Jerusalem, or my wrath will break out and burn like
fire because of the evil you have done”
(Jeremiah 4:4)

Circumcision was an outward act of obedience to God just like baptism
today is an outward act of obedience to Him. But, circumcision of the heart
is an inward act by the Holy Spirit.
The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your
descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart
and with all your soul, and live.
(Deuteronomy 30:6 NIV)

The individual that is baptized and does not present his/her body as a living
sacrifice----circumcision of their heart, is the person mentioned in the
Parable of the Seeds; regarding the rocky ground and the thorny ground:
* The rocky ground portrays a person receiving the teaching with great
joy and enthusiasm but when trouble comes he has a crisis of faith and
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falls away.
* The thorny ground depicts one who seems to receive the Word, but
whose heart is full of riches, pleasures, and lusts; the things of this
world take his time and attention away from the Word, and he ends up
having no time for it.
The Church in this country has never been tested. Taking into consideration
all the events happening in the world and in this country, you must devote
your entire self: being, body and mind, to Christ or you just may be one of
the first to capitulate under pressure.
Nearly 60 years ago, Billy Graham wrote: “Since we have experienced little
religious persecution in this country, it is likely that under pressure many
would deny Christ. Those who shout the loudest about their faith may
surrender soonest. Many who boast of being courageous would be cowardly.
Many who say, ‘Though all others deny Christ, yet I will never deny Him,’
would be the first to warm their hands at the campfires of the enemy.”
With everything happening so fast today, many people feel we are very close
to the blessed second coming of our Lord Jesus. This should only hasten our
journey down the road of sanctification.
Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If
anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for me and for the gospel will save it.
What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?
(Mark 8:34-36 NIV)

Let’s repeat this last verse in today’s language: “What good is it for a man
to be politically correct in order to fit into the world, yet forfeit the gospel
thus losing his soul?”
Today, Christians are faced with an ever increasing pressure to conform to
the world’s thinking. If you don’t you are threatened with legal action etc...
The good side is they haven’t gotten around to killing Christians (at least in
this country) yet. Don’t say that will never happen, just look around the
world and you will see that it is happening.
Ponder: When we refer to the world we are actually saying Satan. So the

148

world’s view is Satan’s view.
We must pay attention to what is being said in Romans 12:2:
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is,
that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
When we present ourselves as a living sacrifice to God we have access to a
great new power, the Holy Spirit. It is only through the Holy Spirit that we
can achieve the transformation of our mind.
I can do everything through him who gives me strength.
(Philippians 4:13 NIV emphasis added)

I strongly recommend you memorize and believe the above verse in your
heart.
Are you alive on the outside but spiritually dead on the inside?
Wake up!
Wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is almost dead.
I find that your actions do not meet the requirements of my God.
(Revelation 3:2 NLV)

Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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SPIRIT - Down in the Valley, the Valley so Low

As we continue our journey on the road of sanctification, our hearts are
overjoyed with happiness. We begin to sing a new song coming from our
heart.
Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy.
(Psalm 33:3 NIV emphasis added)

He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.
(Psalm 40:3a NIV emphasis added)

Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.
(Psalm 96:1 NIV emphasis added)

We are so engrossed in singing at the top of our lungs we don’t see the fork
in the road until we are right on it. Making a quick judgment call we take the
side road that seems easier.

We find ourselves descending down a path that is not “The Way.” We tell
ourselves, it’s ok, we can just find another path. Well, that doesn’t work out
well. We find that the more we rely on our own choices, the more we
wander and get lost deeper in the darkness of the valley.
PICTURE - Blog #116 Valley of the Shadow of Death1.jpg
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If this little scenario sounds familiar, it should. You are not alone. Many
great Bible characters lost their way at one time or another.
* Elijah doubted the Lord, which resulted in a deep state of depression:
Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had
killed all the prophets with the sword.
So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say,
“May the gods deal with me,
be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow
I do not make your life like that of one of them.”
Elijah was afraid and ran for his life.
When he came to Beersheba in Judah,
he left his servant there,
while he himself went a day’s journey into the desert.
He came to a broom tree,
sat down under it and prayed that he might die.
“I have had enough, LORD,” he said.
“Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors.”
(1 Kings 19:1-4 NIV)

Elijah became afraid, and he ran away. Yes, he ran away. He went over 100
miles south, to Beersheba. Elijah fled out of fear, not because God told him
to. Remember, the first time that Elijah went to hide out God had told him to
go, but this time it was not God’s plan.
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Ponder: Elijah had doubts even after he had seen what God had done at the
“Great BBQ Cook-off.”

* Abraham lied about Sarah being his wife:
“and there Abraham said of his wife Sarah,”
(Genesis 20:2a NIV)

He did this because he was afraid. He forgot what God had promised him
and that God will never leave you.
Ponder: Half a lie is still a lie.
* Noah got smashed and became a nudist (drunk and nude, oh my):
One day he drank some wine he had made, and he became drunk and
lay naked inside his tent.
(Genesis 9:21 NLT)

* Jonah tried to run and ignore God:
“Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its
wickedness has come up before me.”
But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish.
(Jonah 1:2-3a NIV)
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We all know how that worked out.
* Samson decided to play with temptation:
Then she (Delilah) called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” He
awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as before and shake myself
free.” But he did not know that the LORD had left him.
(Judges 16:20 NIV parenthesis added)

Samson had disobeyed God by telling Delilah the reason for his strength.

* Now for King David, even though he was a man “after God’s heart,” he
did cause God a few headaches by committing some of the most
serious sins recorded in the Old Testament:
Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”
(2 Samuel 12:13a NIV)
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King David let his sinful fleshly desires rule his thinking.
Ponder: Romans 12:2 - And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that
you may prove what the will of God is,
that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
Even Jesus’ disciples were not immune to making errors in judgment.
* James and John squabbled about who was greatest:
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked,
"Who, then, is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?"
(Matthew 18:1 NIV)

They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them,
“What were you arguing about on the road?”
But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who
was the greatest.
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said,
“If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last,
and the servant of all.”
He took a little child and had him stand among them.
Taking him in his arms, he said to them,
“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me;
and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”
(Mark 9:33-37 NIV)

In the above passage, there are two interesting details I would like to point
out. First, Mark makes no mention that the disciples asked this question
verbally, instead, Jesus knew what was in their hearts. Second, Jesus uses
this question as an intro into His discourse on children and how important
they are to Him and how horrific it is to harm (abuse) one of His children.
(Matthew 18:1-14)
* Peter denies the Lord:
Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the
high priest. Peter followed at a distance.
But when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and
had sat down together, Peter sat down with them.
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A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight.
She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.”
But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said.
A little later someone else saw him and said,
“You also are one of them.” “Man, I am not!” Peter replied.
About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him,
for he is a Galilean.”
Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!”
Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed.
The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter.
Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the
rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.”

And he went outside and wept bitterly.
(Luke 22:54-62 NIV emphasis added)

Ponder: Peter denied Him not only once but three times.
* In Romans 7:15, Paul admitted his own failure:
I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do,
but what I hate I do.
(Romans 7:15 NIV)
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Reading through the above list, I am sure all of us are guilty of one or more
of the actions of these great faithful men. What do all these people have in
common?
First, their plumb line is not aligned with God’s.

Second, they all have to climb the “Hill of Humiliation.”
Ponder: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)
If you have not given your life to Jesus, I invite you to say this simple
prayer:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
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Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
LIGHT UP for JESUS
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SPIRIT - Eating Crow (part 1 )
Last time we took a look at Elijah, Abraham, Noah, Jonah, Samson, David,
James, John, and Paul. This list of Bible greats that stumbled is by no means
complete. I would venture to say: everyone that became a champion for God
had some kind of stumble in their life. Each one of them had to climb out of
the valley and up the hill of humility; the trail that is littered with slippery
slopes, and full of snares. I like to refer to the trail as “eating crow.”
Let’s take a look at how the above mentioned Bible characters handled
“eating crow.”

Ponder: Humility is a sure road to GOD.
* Elijah - Lapse in faith
- Thought too highly of himself (inflated ego)
Then Elijah said to them, "I am the only one of the LORD's prophets left
(1 Kings 18:22a NIV)

- Fell into deep depression
Eating crow - Only after Elijah cried out to the LORD to finish him off
did God tell him his work was not complete and gave him
another assignment. Elijah had humbled himself, realizing
that he was just like his ancestors.

And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here,
Elijah?”
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He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty.
The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars,
and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and
now they are trying to kill me too.”
The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the
LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind
tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD,
but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake,
but the LORD was not in the earthquake.
After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire.
And after the fire came a gentle whisper.
When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face
and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.
Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty.
The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and
put your prophets to death with the sword.
I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”
The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of
Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram.
Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet.
(1 Kings 19:9b-16 NIV emphasis added)

* Abraham - Lapse in faith - forgetting what God had promised him
- Lied to save himself
- Compounded his lie by trying to weasel out of it by saying
it was only a half lie. Today we would say he was digging
himself into a hole.
Eating crow - Only after being confronted about his lie did Abraham
confess. But he tried to make it ok by saying it was only a
partial lie: just a little white lie. In verse 17, we see
Abraham praying to the LORD; Then Abraham prayed to
God,
Ponder: Confess your sins and they will be forgiven.
Then Abimelech called Abraham in and said, “What have you done to us?
How have I wronged you that you have brought such great guilt upon me
and my kingdom? You have done things to me that should not be done.”
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And Abimelech asked Abraham, “What was your reason for doing this?”
Abraham replied, “I said to myself, ‘There is surely no fear of God in this
place, and they will kill me because of my wife.’
Besides, she really is my sister, the daughter of my father though
not of my mother; and she became my wife.
(Genesis 20:9-12 NIV)

* Noah - Used wine in excess---drunk
- Caused another to sin
This is where our study gets interesting. One of the areas of study in Bible
College is Hermeneutics---the branch of theology that deals with the
principles of Biblical exegesis. When I am conducting a Bible study, I
encourage people to discern what they are studying. One area of the Bible
that is often discussed is what actually happened when Noah caused one of
his sons to sin. First let me say, most people today do not use the original
King James Version. They instead use one of the modern day versions, NIV,
NLT, or possibly NASB, just to name a few. The new translations are good
but I do recommend that people cross-reference Scripture with the King
James Version. Once in a great while, you will find a notable difference.
This set of Scriptures is one of those times.
We will compare the New International Version (NIV) to the original King
James Version and maybe see a difference.
When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and
lay uncovered inside his tent.
Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father’s nakedness and
told his two brothers outside.
But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it across their shoulders;
then they walked in backward and covered their father’s nakedness.
Their faces were turned the other way so that they would not see their
father’s nakedness.
When Noah awoke from his wine and found out what his youngest son had
done to him,
he said, “Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers.
(Genesis (9:21-24 NIV emphasis added)

And he drank of the wine, and was drunken;
and he was uncovered within his tent.
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And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told
his two brethren without.
And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their
shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their
father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not their father's
nakedness.
And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done
unto him.
And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his
brethren.
(Genesis 9:21-25 KJV)

Even in the most prudish of times, this seems to be a little strange for
demanding such a harsh punishment. They were both males and one would
have to think that they didn’t have the more private bathrooms during this
period. I don’t think the local bush was all that concealing.
So the question has to be asked: what is going on here and why so harsh a
punishment for just, by mistake, walking in on your father in his birthday
suit?
Let’s see if we can define the phrase “father’s nakedness.”
“ ‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s wife;
that would dishonor your father.
(Leviticus 18:8 NIV)

The nakedness of thy father's wife shalt thou not uncover:
it is thy father's nakedness.
(Leviticus 18:8 KJV emphasis added)

Oh oh, maybe we have discovered something…
“ ‘If a man sleeps with his father’s wife, he has dishonored his father.
(Leviticus 20:11a NIV)

And the man that lieth with his father's wife hath
uncovered his father's nakedness:
(Leviticus 20:11a KJV emphasis added)

You can draw your own conclusion, but I think improper relations - incest had taken place.
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Ponder: Proper Bible study involves discernment---hermeneutics.
Eating crow - Noah put a curse on Ham’s son, his grandson. I am sure
this hurt Noah greatly, all because of his own original sin.
Noah had to live with knowing his sin was the catalyst to
all his troubles.
If you have not given your life to Jesus, I invite you to say this simple
prayer:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”

Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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SPIRIT - Eating Crow (part 2)
Jonah is a classic example of pride and the slippery slope of the Hill of
Humility.
* Jonah - God says to do one thing and Jonah does another. After hearing
exactly from God what he was supposed to do, Jonah
intentionally does just the opposite. He got up and went in the
opposite direction to get away from the Lord.
“Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its
wickedness has come up before me.”
But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish.
(Jonah 1:2-3 NIV)

Ponder: When I read the first chapter in Jonah, I thought what a foolish thing
to do--running from God. This is God, creator of the universe--creator of everything. I then began to realize that is what I’ve done
time and time again in my own life. Haven’t you?
In the Revival of Your Heart - Mirror, we looked into the spiritual mirror. I
now ask you to look back at the choices you’ve made, trying to do things
your way. Think about the nights you’ve lain awake with a knot in your
stomach, full of fear and anxiety about things that most likely weren’t going
to happen anyway. Think about the times you’ve chosen to numb yourself
with food, alcohol, drugs, sex, shopping, or something else that wasn’t really
the answer you were looking for or needed. When you “sobered up” you felt
a little emptier than the day before.
When I was teaching students to fly, I would always talk to them about
“death spirals;” the causes and avoidance techniques, and the method of
recovery - thus stabilizing the flight path of the airplane.

A death spiral (sometimes called a graveyard spiral) is a dangerous spiral
dive entered into accidentally by a pilot who is not trained or not proficient
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in instrument flight when flying in instrument meteorological conditions.
The untrained pilot mistakenly believes they are flying with the wings level
when the plane is actually in a dive and/or sharp turn. The aviation condition
is known as vertigo---when a person feels as if they or the objects around
them are moving when they are not. The solution is for the pilot to
consciously override the brain's imperative to judge the physical attitude of
the plane on the basis of signals from the vestibular, and rely solely on the
instruments in the airplane, until the brain once again adjusts, and vestibular
sensory input agrees with visual instrument input. The analogy of a death
spiral is the same for an individual caught up in pride. Pride is a death spiral
and the solution is one thing, and one thing only, humility. We must override
our brain, our feelings, and humble ourselves, surrendering our wills to God.
- Incorrect motives
Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time:
“Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.”
Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh.
(Jonah 3:1-3a NIV)

This was Jonah’s second chance to obey. He had already tried to run from
God, was thrown overboard in the middle of a violent storm, and had been
swallowed by a big fish. Jonah knew that if Nineveh repented, the Lord
would not destroy it, and it would remain a threat to Israel, whereas, if they
did not repent, then the Lord would destroy them, and they would no longer
be a danger to Israel. In his mind he did not want them to come to the Lord.
Well, low and behold, they did repent, all of them, including the king.
When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he
had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had
threatened.
(Jonah 3:10 NIV)

- Jonah’s pride was standing in his way; this really chapped his hide.
Ponder: We have no right to judge anyone.
But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?”
“I do,” he said. “I am angry enough to die.”
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But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this vine, though you
did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight.
But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who
cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well.
Should I not be concerned about that great city?”
(Jonah 4:9-11 NIV)

Eating crow - The Lord states that Jonah mourns the loss of the vine
which came up in a day and was lost in a day–a nothing
and trivial thing. Yet the city of Nineveh had a hundred
and twenty thousand people who didn’t know any better
and Jonah thinks their preservation is a bad thing?
By so doing, the Lord is showing Jonah that his priorities
are more than a bit messed up.

This is the basic premise that God used when Moses said that he could not
do what He was asking of him because he was slow to speak. God basically
says: who created your mouth and tongue? Just do what I say (Exodus 4:10-11).
Both men, after God told them that, probably just looked down and thought,
“Oh man, there is no comeback for that.”
* Samson - Did not listen to God, chose instead to rely on his own
judgment.
When he returned, he said to his father and mother, “I have seen a Philistine
woman in Timnah; now get her for me as my wife.”
His father and mother replied, “Isn’t there an acceptable woman among
your relatives or among all our people? Must you go to the uncircumcised
Philistines to get a wife? ” But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me.
She’s the right one for me.”
(Judges 14:2-3 NIV emphasis added)

- Vengeful
Samson said to them,
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“This time I have a right to get even with the Philistines; I will really harm
them.”
(Judges 15:3 NIV)

- Womanizer
One day Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a prostitute.
He went in to spend the night with her.
(Judges 16:1 NIV)

Eating crow - At the very end, Samson calls out to God, swallowing his
pride, humbling himself to be used by God for the last
time.
Then Samson prayed to the LORD, “O Sovereign LORD, remember me.
O God, please strengthen me just once more,
(Judges 16:28a NIV)

This action on God’s part does create an ethics dilemma. Samson request
God to commit divinely approved suicide despite the moral prohibition
against murder, including yourself (Exodus 20:13). God apparently approved of
Samson’s request thus disregarding one divine command in order to obey
the other.
Then Samson prayed to the LORD, “O Sovereign LORD, remember me. O
God, please strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get
revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.”
Then Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple
stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on the one and his left
hand on the other,
Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his
might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus
he killed many more when he died than while he lived.
(Judges 16:28-30 NIV)

Ponder:

* David - What can I say? There is a children’s song sung in Sunday
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schools called Father Abraham. The lyrics go: Father Abraham
had many sons. Many sons had Father Abraham. Well, the first
thing that comes into my mind when looking at David is this
song. Just substitute the word sons for sins. With all the sins
David committed he still humbled himself and sought after
God’s own heart.
Eating crow - Nathan, a court prophet in the time of Kind David, comes
to David and tells him of a story of two men in a nearby
town. After Nathan’s account of what transpired, David,
burning with anger passes judgment on one of the men. It
is then that Nathan says: “You are the man!” Nathan then
proceeds to tell him that God has also passed judgment on
him. David, now realizing what he has done, says
something I find very interesting:
Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”
(2 Samuel 12:13 NIV emphasis added)

At the moment of Nathan confronting King David all the sins of David’s
past became abundantly clear. It has been over nine months and apparently
David had not exhibited any particular expressions of remorse and sorrow.
In fact, he contrived plots and murdered so that his adultery would go
unnoticed. But even if he was successful at deceiving Nathan and the nation
of his crimes, he could not deceive himself. His sin was staring him in the
face. Even if for those months before Nathan cornered him he tried to cover
up the truth, his sin was still there. He could not escape his conscience.
In Psalm 51 David penned his climb up the hill of humility.
PSALM 51
David has been in the Valley of the Shadow of Death. He now is looking up
the Hill of Humility and opens with a prayer of confession over grievous
sins. Beginning not with remorse or contrition over evil, but with assurance
that God is gracious and will forgive. David begins with words which
presuppose love.
To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came
unto him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba. Have mercy upon me, O God,
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according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender
mercies blot out my transgressions.
(Psalm 51:1 KJV)

Starting in verse 3 and moving through verse 6, we see the contents of a true
confession.
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.
Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
Surely you desire truth in the inner parts;
you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.
(Psalm 51:3-6 NIV emphasis added)

This is a critical step in true heartfelt repentance: not only must you know
the grace and mercy of your Savior; you must also know the depth of your
own sin. Confession is not just filling God in on what you did; rather it is
acknowledging what God knew all along. It is that final point when you stop
trying to excuse your sin, trying to rationalize it away: when you humble
yourself.
Not only does repentance demand we come clean with what we have done,
repentance also admits that our sin is ultimately against God. Verse 4 at
first seems odd, as though David misses an important point. What about his
sin against Bathsheba or his killing of Uriah? He sinned against others, too.
What about his other wives as he counted them worthless when he went after
another man’s wife? He sinned against other soldiers in their deaths, and
sinned against other families in loss of husbands, fathers and sons. There
was sin against palace servants, implicating them in his sin and crime as well
as pulling Joab into the web of his deception.
But his sin against them is ultimately sin against God. As people are created
in the image of God; when we harm them, we are doing that which is an
affront to God. Our sin always goes back to God: God’s weight of judgment
always outweighs all others.
Jesus exemplifies this idea of sinning against God in Matthew 18:5;
“And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.”
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He is definitely telling us in the verse, how we should and shouldn’t act
toward His children, but He is also showing us the relationship between His
children and Himself. Jesus is saying: “What you do to a child, you do to
Me.” It is personal to Jesus. David realized this without the aid of having the
Bible before him. I find this truly inspiring.
Ponder: Make it personal.
Psalm 51:17 points out the one thing God desires more than any other:
brokenness over our own sin.
The sacrifices God desires are a humble spirit--O God, a humble and
repentant heart you will not reject.
(Psalm 51:17 NET)

When we agree with God about how bad our sin is, we take the first step
toward reconciliation with Him. As long as we try to justify, excuse, or
rationalize the evil of our own hearts - pride - we never find our way back
into God's presence. Repentance is the doorway to freedom. Satan knows
this and does everything he can to detract us from it. He suggests things that
our selfish nature likes to hear: "Your sin wasn't that bad." "Compared to
others, you're okay." "God has forgotten it already. No need to confess it."
When we listen to the devil’s oily words, we slip down the hill, away from
the doorway to freedom, and remain in bondage. We may feel remorse or
regret, but neither is a sufficient substitute for true repentance (see Hebrews
12:17).
David reminds us that the only path to forgiveness is a broken heart and a
humble spirit (Matthew 5:3). We must strive to climb the Hill of Humility.

Personal observation: Although David knew and loved the Lord, when he let
his worldly desires influence his decisions everything went south. Even
though David followed his own desires, God never left him. Finally after he
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hit rock bottom, David turned and looked up. I personally know that feeling.
I have been asked so many times how did I ever get into this ministry. My
answer is always the same, “I finally listened.”
If you have not given your life to Jesus, I invite you to say this simple
prayer:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”

Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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Eating Crow (part 3)
Last week, we ended with the premise of “listening to God.” This is an
important part of what Jesus is going to teach James and John in Matthew
18, Mark 9, and Luke 22.
As the disciples were out walking they began to discuss different ideas. One
of them brought up the question, who among us is greatest? Kind of like
playing “king of the mountain.”

Remember, they all knew about being humble and had heard Jesus address
the premise of humility many times. All we have to do is go back and look at
the Sermon on the Mount - The beatitudes in Matthew’s Gospel.
You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is
more of God and his rule.
(Matthew 5:3 MSG) MSG - The Message

The Ten Commandments, given to Moses on Mount Sinai in the Old
Testament Book of Exodus, related a series of "Thou shalt not" phrases,
evils one must avoid in daily life on earth. In contrast, the message of Jesus
is one of humility, charity, and brotherly love. He teaches transformation of
the inner person. Jesus presents the Beatitudes in a positive sense, virtues in
life which will ultimately lead to reward. Love becomes the motivation for
the Christian. All of the Beatitudes have an eschatological meaning, that is,
they promise us salvation - not in this world, but in the next. They also
initiate one of the main themes of Matthew's Gospel: that the Kingdom so
long awaited in the Old Testament is not of this world, but of the next, the
Kingdom of Heaven. While the Beatitudes of Jesus provide a way of life that
promises salvation, they also provide peace in the midst of our trials and
tribulations on this earth. We will discuss this point in a later sermon.
PICTURE - Blog #116 Spirit Sermon on the Mount
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“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
(Matthew 5:3 NIV)

Let’s compare the two versions of Matthew 5:3. At the end of your rope or
"poor in spirit" means to be humble. When there is nowhere to go/nowhere
to look, you are at the end of your rope and open to being humble. Humility
is the realization that all your gifts and blessings come from the grace of
God. To have poverty of spirit means to be completely empty and open to
the Word of God. When we are an empty cup and devoid of pride, we are
humble. Humility brings openness and an inner peace, allowing one to do
the will of God. He who humbles himself is able to accept our frail nature, to
repent, and to allow the grace of God to lead us to Conversion.
It is pride, the opposite of humility, which brings misery. Pride brings anger
and the seeking of revenge, especially when one is offended. If every man
were humble and poor in spirit, there would be no division in the church!
* Pride and self-centered attitude
Eating crow - They were personally called to the carpet, corrected by Jesus.
They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What
were you arguing about on the road?”
But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the
greatest.
Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to be first,
he must be the very last, and the servant of all.”
(Mark 9:33-35 NIV)

An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the
greatest.
Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and
had him stand beside him.
Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my name
welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.
For he who is least among you all—he is the greatest.”
(Luke 9:46-48 NIV emphasis added)
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For all of you who are under the impression you can get away with it
(whatever it is), verse 47 dispels that idea. Reminds me of the picture we
used during Christmas regarding the ministry’s cookie drive:

Ponder: The old adage is true: “you can run, but you can’t hide.”
Peter found that out the hard way. After Jesus was arrested and taken away,
a servant girl pointed Peter out to the crowd asking him if he was associated
with Jesus. Wanting to save his own skin he denied it and went away. Later,
he again was accused of being an associate of Jesus and once again he
denied it. Well, later in the evening, for the third time, someone again
pointed him out; Peter, still having a lapse in faith, denies it.
* Lapse in faith---backsliding
* Feared for his own life - self-interest resulting from a wicked heart
Eating crow - (or in Peter’s case, eating rooster) After Peter's third denial,
the rooster crowed just as Jesus said it would. When Peter heard the rooster
crow, he "broke down and wept." Peter was instantly convicted of his sin
which brought him to tears. Peter realized that he feared man more than he
feared God and this brought him a great sorrow.
Another interesting chain of events takes place after Jesus’ resurrection.
He said, “Don’t be afraid. I know you’re looking for Jesus the Nazarene, the
One they nailed on the cross. He’s been raised up; he’s here no longer. You
can see for yourselves that the place is empty. Now—on your way. Tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going on ahead of you to Galilee. You’ll see
him there, exactly as he said.”
(Mark 16:6-7 MSG emphasis added)
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The messenger that Jesus had left to instruct the women told them to go tell
His disciples and Peter that He had raised from the dead. Peter was a
disciple of Christ so why did Jesus want to make sure his messenger
specified for the faithful women to tell Peter?
The Bible does not say why, but I think Jesus wanted to make sure that the
repentant Peter knew that he was forgiven for his great sin and was still one
of His sheep. Christ did not forsake Peter. Jesus also made it a point to eat a
meal with them: it was a means of reassuring them that if they had failed
Him, there was no loss of relationship between them.
And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he
asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”
They gave him a piece of broiled fish,
and he took it and ate it in their presence.
(Luke 24:41-43 NIV)

This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was
raised from the dead.
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of
John, do you truly love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you
know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?” He
answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of
my sheep.”
The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter
was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He
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said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said,
“Feed my sheep.
(John 21:14-17 NIV)

This is a powerful example of the love and forgiveness of Christ toward
those whom He has already claimed as his own by giving them the gifts of
faith and repentance. Everyone who genuinely repents of their sin and puts
their faith in Jesus Christ has been given eternal life by God and cannot lose
their salvation:
And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son.
He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not
have life.
(1 John 5:11-12 NIV)

At the moment of a person's genuine trust in Christ, forgiveness of sin takes
place and salvation is guaranteed because it is an unchangeable work of
God, not a work of man:
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God—
(Ephesians 2:8 NIV)

There is a constant battle that takes place in each and every one of us 24/7. It
is a battle that is magnified in Christians. Paul describes this in the Book of
Romans, especially in chapter 7 verse 15-19:
I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do,
but what I hate I do.
And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good.
As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me.
I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have
the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.
For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—
this I keep on doing
Paul is like a spectator at a boxing match. On one side he sees the Law of
God and rejoices in it, but on the other side he sees his earthly desires. This
is a match we all experience.
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* Vacillation of faith
* Backsliding
Eating crow - Paul is convicted by his own conscience. No matter how much
we may wish to serve God in our minds, we find ourselves sinning in our
bodies. He was confronted with a dilemma as we are, to live righteously.
What, if any, is the answer for this dilemma?
Thanks be to God, there is a solution! The answer is found in the next
chapter, Romans 8.
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus,
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from
the law of sin and death.
(Romans 8:1-2 NIV emphasis added)

Ponder: The answer is Jesus.
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Humility - Old Neb (Us)
A man once told me, “you will be surprised who you see in heaven.”
Conversely, taking that statement one step further, I think, “you will be
surprised who you do not see in heaven.”
In order to absorb the true meaning of humility, you must first understand
what and how dangerous pride is. Pride has been referred to as the essential
vice and the utmost evil. Sins, such as anger, greed, drunkenness etc…, are
small in comparison to the sin of pride. Remember, it was “pride” that led
Lucifer to became the devil: Pride leads the way of every other vice.
Ponder: Pride is the complete anti-God state of mind and has been the chief
cause of misery in every nation and every family since the world
began.
I could be mistaken but, pride is only used in the Bible once in a positive and
then, the actually translation from Hebrews says “his heart was exalted.”
He took great pride in the ways of the LORD and again removed the high
places and the Asherim from Judah.
(2 Chronicles 17:6 NASB)

One of the best examples of pride and its consequences is found in a most
unlikely character in the Bible, King Nebuchadnezzar. I like to refer to him
as Old Neb as it is much easier to type. Old Neb was the man. He was King
over the whole Babylonian empire. He was one powerful dude. We begin in
Daniel chapter 4.
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Daniel 4 takes place about 20 plus years after Old Neb’s first dream. He had
just begun his reign when he experienced a strange and terrifying dream. In
the dream he saw a huge statue made of various substances. These
substances decreased in value from the head down to the feet.
One might ask why God would give a heathen king such a vivid prophecy?
The answer is found in what the dream prophesied---The beginning through
the end of the Gentile rule. Many so called Bible scholars struggle with the
idea of a divine prophecy given to such a wicked man, but remember Isaiah
55:8;
"My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts," says the LORD. "And my
ways are far beyond anything you could imagine.”
Ponder: God was working in Old Neb’s life.
Some time later, God addressed Old Neb’s life for the second time. This
time a dream was not involved but Old Neb’s own decree. Once the king
made a decree, it was encased in cement. In other words, it could not be
rescinded. Old Neb had a huge image made in human form. It was decreed
that all in his empire would bow down to this image and would not worship
any other gods. If you refused to bow, the penalty was death. Well, this
didn’t sit well with the Jews, especially Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
The king had to follow through with his decree to have the violators killed,
so he had them thrown into a big furnace. This is where the story gets
interesting.
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He had the thermostat on the furnace turned up to an extremely high
temperature. He was going to make sure these guys cooked---well done.
After they were in the furnace, Old Neb looked inside and was astonished
with what he saw. There were Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the
furnace just standing there - but there was a fourth person with them.

Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his
advisers,“Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?”
They replied, “Certainly, O king.”
He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and
unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”
Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and
shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High
God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came
out of the fire,
(Daniel 3:24-26 NIV)

Ponder: Old Neb referred to them as “servants of the Most High God.”
This brings us to the third time God is going to do His work on the king.
If you have not given your life to Jesus, I invite you to say this simple
prayer:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
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Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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Humility - Old Neb (Us) part 2 Dreams really do come true
In the previous sermon we discussed the first two interventions of God in
Nebuchadnezzar’s (Old Neb’s) life. If you have not read the previous
sermon, I suggest you read it before moving on to this one.
Our final ascent up the Hill of Humility takes place in a very unusual chapter
in the entire Bible, Daniel chapter 4. This chapter is actually a letter. That
might not seem so out of the ordinary, but, this letter was written by the king
of the Babylonian empire, yep, Old Neb himself. And, it is addressed to the
whole world.
Ponder: You have to wonder how a man as ruthless as Old Neb could and
would write a letter praising God’s wonderful power and glory?
We know that God has intervened twice already in Old Neb’s life.

Chapter 4 is the account of the third time God performs His wondrous work
- aimed directly at Old Neb. Just like us, over time he either forgot, or,
through his own arrogance and pride, placed what God had done on the back
burner of his mind. We, like Old Neb, seem to forget the works of the
Almighty and depend on our own understanding and accomplishments…
just look at history and then focus in on your own life.
Before we dive into Daniel 4, please take a few minutes and write down the
account of your conversion and/or any of the other wonderful things God
has done during your life. This is not an easy exercise. Many of us have
forgotten, over time, what God has brought us through. What He has done to
guide us, and how He has intervened for us. Maybe we just don’t recognize
what He has done…? We will review our list when we have completed this
study in chapter 4.
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Daniel chapter 4 is basically Old Neb’s result of performing the same
exercise. It is his personal testimony: a first-person telling of the events he
experienced with God. This third dream takes place many years after his first
dream. Daniel was near fifty years old during this time.
As was the custom at the time, Old Neb begins his account with the
conclusion. This way, when a person received a letter, he or she knew right
away who sent it, who it is addressed to, and why it was written.
King Nebuchadnezzar,
To the peoples, nations and men of every language, who live in all the
world:
May you prosper greatly!
It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that the
Most High God has performed for me.
How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an eternal
kingdom; his dominion endures from generation to generation.
(Daniel 4:1-3 NIV)

Verses 4:4-37 are flashback time, telling how he came to reach the
conclusion expressed in 4:3. Neb first explains his dream and how it made
him feel: afraid. Today we would call such a dream a nightmare.
I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace, contented and prosperous.
I had a dream that made me afraid. As I was lying in my bed,
the images and visions that passed through my mind terrified me.
(Daniel 4:4-5 NIV)

As in chapter 2, all the wise men in Babylon are summoned but, unlike the
first dream when they were summoned, the king this time gave them the
content of his dream and all he required was a simple interpretation of it. Yet
they failed, once again, to discover the meaning (4:7). Again, it's Daniel to
the rescue (4:8), for by this time the king sees the difference between Daniel
and all the other “wise men” (4:9). But Old Neb still did not see that all other
gods are false except the Lord Almighty---the one true God. Not unlike what
we do today.
The largest section in any book store is the “self-help” section. People’s first
choice of advice is some known author, or they turn inside. They will rely on
their own thoughts and try to understand.
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Those who trust in themselves are fools,
but those who walk in wisdom are kept safe.
(Proverbs 28:26 NIV)

Ponder: Nothing happens by chance and there is no such thing as luck.
Remember, God makes us the person we need to be for that day and that
hour.

These are the visions I saw while lying in my bed: I looked, and there before
me stood a tree in the middle of the land. Its height was enormous.
The tree grew large and strong and its top touched the sky;
it was visible to the ends of the earth.
Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit abundant, and on it was food for all.
Under it the beasts of the field found shelter, and the birds of the air lived in
its branches; from it every creature was fed.
“In the visions I saw while lying in my bed, I looked,
and there before me was a messenger, a holy one, coming down from
heaven.
He called in a loud voice: ‘Cut down the tree and trim off its branches;
strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the animals flee from under it and
the birds from its branches.
But let the stump and its roots, bound with iron and bronze, remain in the
ground, in the grass of the field. “ ‘Let him be drenched with the dew of
heaven, and let him live with the animals among the plants of the earth.
Let his mind be changed from that of a man and let him be given the mind of
an animal, till seven times pass by for him.
“ ‘The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones declare the
verdict, so that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign over
the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes and
sets over them the lowliest of men.’
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“This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, had.
(Daniel 4:4-18a NIV)

Envision Daniel listening to the king thinking, “C’mon man!”

“I don’t really want to tell the king the meaning of this dream. Since I have
to, should I give the bad news first, then the good news? Or, should I give
him the good news first, then the bad?”
Ponder: Daniel represents the kindness of God to Nebuchadnezzar in giving
him truth and clarifying the king’s dilemma concerning his dream
and his frame of mind---prideful.
Take a few minutes and re-think about the exercise, writing down how and
when God has intervened in your life.
Ponder: God does His best work when we are in the middle of a storm.
Next we will learn Daniel’s interruption (God’s meaning) of Old Neb’s
dream, the dream coming to pass---trial, and the result of that trial.
Jesus’ blood covers all of your sins—past, present, and future…. He wants
you to tell Him straightforwardly what you’ve done so that you can
experience the power of His forgiveness.
Charles Stanley
If you have not given your life to Jesus, I invite you to say this simple
prayer:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
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Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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Humility - Old Neb (Us) part 3 Dreams really do come true cont.
As we open, we find Daniel perplexed after Old Neb related his dream to
him. He wasn’t stymied over interpreting the dream, he was saddened by the
ominous nature of the dream and what it meant to his friend. Old Neb and
Daniel had been together for many decades; I am sure they had a measurable
amount of camaraderie between them. With the look of concern on Daniel’s
face, Old Neb encourages Daniel to tell him his interpretation.
Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was greatly perplexed for a time, and
his thoughts terrified him. So the king said, "Belteshazzar, do not let the
dream or its meaning alarm you." Belteshazzar answered, "My lord, if only
the dream applied to your enemies and its meaning to your adversaries!
(Daniel 4:19 NIV)

Have you ever been the bearer of bad news? You care about this person and
yet you have to tell them something you know will hurt them. Maybe you
have had to tell a parent or close relative a bad diagnosis from the doctor. Or
maybe, you have received a phone call requesting you to go to the hospital
to be with a surviving spouse who has just lost their partner. Any scenario
like these or a variation of them is not a pleasant experience. A lot of people
will shy away and try to avoid similar situations but they come with the
territory: representing Jesus. Many times there is nothing you can say, for
instance to a grieving widow who just lost her husband. Often a simple "I
love you" or "I am here" or "I am praying for you" will suffice. If they don't
want to talk, you don't talk. Don't try to explain things, because explanations
never heal a broken heart. Just be there with them. The fact that you came is
comforting. Jesus gives us an example of just being there.
Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he
said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”
He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to
be sorrowful and troubled.
Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of
death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”
(Matthew 26:36-38 NIV emphasis added)

Ponder: Jesus knew exactly what was waiting for Him. He knew they would
crucify Him. Worst of all, being God, He knew He would have to
bear all the sins of the world. He still wanted Peter, James, and John
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along with Him to stay and keep watch with Him.
Daniel wasn’t afforded this opportunity; that of remaining speechless. He
was being requested to speak.

The Interpretation: Daniel 4:20-26
The tree you saw, which grew large and strong, with its top touching the sky,
visible to the whole earth,
with beautiful leaves and abundant fruit, providing food for all,
giving shelter to the beasts of the field,
and having nesting places in its branches for the birds of the air —
you, O king, are that tree! You have become great and strong;
your greatness has grown until it reaches the sky,
and your dominion extends to distant parts of the earth.
“You, O king, saw a messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven and
saying, ‘Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave the stump,
bound with iron and bronze, in the grass of the field, while its roots remain
in the ground. Let him be drenched with the dew of heaven; let him live like
the wild animals, until seven times pass by for him.’
“This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the Most High has
issued against my lord the king:
You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals;
you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven.
Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is
sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.
The command to leave the stump of the tree with its roots means
that your kingdom will be restored to you when you acknowledge that
Heaven rules.
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Meaning: The large tree that was cut down – is Nebuchadnezzar himself!
The king would lose his mind for a period of time, actually live with and like
the animals until the lesson was learned that it is God who rules the
kingdoms of men and gives them to whomever He wishes. The ray of mercy
is that it will not be permanent, his senses will return and the Empire will
still be his (4:26).
Most news events do not take place without someone recording the event on
their cell phone. When the recording is televised you often hear someone
yelling “oh my god!” I often wonder why? Are they turning to God in a plea
for help? I don’t know, but I do know it is through trials God can do His best
work. As a matter of fact, it is during these times that God actually makes us
into what He has called us to be. Most reconstruction in our lives happens
during difficult times. These are the most beneficial times of growth. In one
of my most recent times of difficulty, a friend asked me this question, “Did
you think it would be easy?”
Ponder: No matter what or how severe the trial is, God always provides us a
way out.
No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind.
And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can
bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you
can endure it.
(1 Corinthians 10:13 NIV emphasis added)

I like what Arnold said:

The way out:
"'King Nebuchadnezzar, please accept my advice. Stop sinning and do what
is right. Break from your wicked past and be merciful to the poor. Perhaps
then you will continue to prosper.'
(Daniel 4:27 NLT)
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Daniel pleads with the king to humble himself, repent, thus making a clean
break from his sins, in order that such a judgment may be averted. What an
important lesson for us to take to heart. Doing right in God’s eyes involves
both cessation of selfish behavior, and truly caring for the less fortunate.
Does he or doesn’t he listen? The result of Old Neb’s choice: Well, he might
have heeded God’s warning for a while but not very long.
Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace
of Babylon,
he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by
my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”
The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven,
“This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar:
Your royal authority has been taken from you.
You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals;
you will eat grass like cattle.
Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is
sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.”
Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled.
He was driven away from people and ate grass like cattle.
His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the
feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.
(Daniel 4:29-33 NIV emphasis added)

You would think, after all Old Neb knew and had witnessed (God’s glorious
works) he would have heeded God’s warning. He actually did for a short
period of time, not unlike you and me, but as the time increased from his
warning, it became more and more obscure. Just take a moment and think
back to September 11, 2001. On that day nineteen militants associated with
the Islamic extremist group al-Qaeda hijacked four airliners and carried out
suicide attacks against targets in the United States. The county was in shock
and angry that this could happen. The whole of the country’s citizenry
became united for a common cause, to eliminate our enemy. Well, years
later, the unification has all but disappeared. People have forgotten what has
happened, is happening, and will continue to happen.
One year after Old Neb heard the interpretation of his dream and Daniel’s
warning, his arrogance and pride overtook his judgment. One evening he
was out for a leisurely walk on the roof of his palace overlooking the most
famous city in the world at that time. He begins to reach around and pat
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himself on the back and think, “wow, look what I have done. I am so cool.”
Voila! God instantaneously takes the most powerful man in the world and
transforms him into living with the animals.

Ponder: Patiently, God gave Old Neb an entire year in which to turn from his
evil ways.
One of the prevalent mistakes people make today is to limit God’s power
and what He can and will do.
The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and
rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished;
(Numbers 14:18a NIV)

I have heard people say; God just doesn’t care any more, or God must be
dead, or the classic, if He was real, why would He allow bad things to
happen?
Repentance: For the answers to the statements and questions above all we
have to do is look at what has happened and is going to happen to Old Neb.
The answer to all our situations/trials is found in verse 34:
At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven,
and my sanity was restored.
(Daniel 4:34a NIV emphasis added)

Look up! Until we look up to God and repent we will not gain any favor in
God’s eyes. There is no way to get around it. You must HUMBLE yourself
and LOOK UP!
If everything is going hunky-dory, humans will not look up but will look
straight ahead, patting themselves on the back.
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Result of Old Neb looking up to GOD: Daniel 4 illustrates that God resists
the proud. The last part of the chapter shows how He gives grace to the
humble. Old Neb can’t praise the grace of God enough.
Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives
forever.
His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation
to generation.
All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases
with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold
back his hand or say to him: “What have you done?”
At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and
splendor were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and
nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even
greater than before.
Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven,
because everything he does is right and all his ways are just.
And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.
(Daniel 4:34b-37 NIV emphasis added)

Let’s re-read the first few verses of this chapter: this time with enlightened
hearts:
King Nebuchadnezzar,
To the peoples, nations and men of every language, who live in all the
world:
May you prosper greatly!
It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that the
Most High God has performed for me.
How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an eternal
kingdom; his dominion endures from generation to generation.
(Daniel 4:1-3 NIV)

God’s GRACE emphasized for the rest of us in the New Testament:
But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the
proud but shows favor to the humble."
(James 4:6 NIV)

Think of every awful thing that has happened in your life. Every single
instance that was painful and maybe you are still not "over it." What can
make a difference is praying to God for wisdom, for healing, and for love.
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No matter what hardships you are facing, look up and give it to God. That is
a very hard thing to do. Most people do not want to give up control, no
matter how false it really is. Remember that God loves you. He gave up his
only Son for you! So pray for grace and pray for strength - each one of us
can make it through our trials, we just need to relinquish control to Him.
He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of
you But to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your
God?
(Micah 6:8 NASB emphasis added)

Ponder: When we surrender to God, we ultimately win.
My prayer for you today is that you will surrender and be what God has
called you to be and you will be willing to be used by Him, even in the
tough times.
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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Road of Sanctification - Chutes and Ladders
We can never achieve total humility; only Jesus Christ could do that. In the
New Testament we see that Jesus Christ humbled Himself:
Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a
slave and was born as a human being.
(Philippians 2:7a NLT emphasis added)

What we do see is Jesus, who was given a position "a little lower than the
angels"; and because he suffered death for us, he is now "crowned with
glory and honor." Yes, by God's grace, Jesus tasted death for everyone.
(Hebrews 2:9 NLT emphasis added)

Jesus humbled Himself when He became a servant of God and mankind. But
Jesus was anything but weak and fawning. He was not the pale, anemic,
namby-pamby Jesus, the gentle Jesus meek and mild, but Christ Jesus of the
Gospel, going up and down the hot and dusty streets, suntanned, fearless,
with hands hardened from being a carpenter’s son---working the wood. The
Christ, oh yea, the same Christ Jesus who upset the money lenders, who
went to a wedding and had a fun time, who would not let his host be
embarrassed by running out of wine, that Jesus. The Jesus who loved all
kinds of people especially the ones that are red blooded, for He Himself was
red blooded. The Jesus who went to places most preachers say we shouldn’t
go and He enjoyed it! Once we understand what true humility is we can
progress toward our ultimate Goal---to be with Jesus in heaven.
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand,
that he may lift you up in due time.
(1 Peter 5:6 NIV)

The apostle Paul is a good example of humility. After his conversion, Paul
was preaching in the synagogues in Damascus. He preached with such a zeal
and steadfastness that the established religious sect became alarmed and
plotted to kill him. Once again, pride and arrogance guided men’s thoughts.
The local followers of The Way found out and devised a plan to help Paul
escape. They put him into a basket and lowered it over the city wall at night.
Think of the irony! Just a short time before, he was Saul of Tarsus, the
notorious persecutor of Christians. The hunter had become the hunted. He
was getting a taste of his own medicine.
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People often don’t pay attention to why his name changed from Saul to Paul.
Well, Saul was the name of the first king of Israel. He was filled with pride
and arrogance, to the point of not obeying God. Saul of Tarsus transformed
into Paul (of God). Paul means "little." It would be like deliberately
changing your name from Spike to Squirt. Obviously, God had changed Paul
into a man of humility. (Acts 9:20-25)
This Road of Sanctification travels through Satan’s territory. It is lined with
Satan’s many traps, all designed to snare us, thus preventing us from
achieving our objective. Instead of the path being lined with gold, it is lined
with Satan’s arrows.

This journey reminds me of a game I played in my childhood, Chutes and
Ladders. If we compare the Chutes and Ladder game board to the Pilgrim’s
Progress map, they resemble each other.

There are two opposite actions on the board game, Chutes and Ladders. The
chutes are designed to teach the players (God’s children) the consequence of
naughty deeds, which is sliding down the chutes. In the Bible this is
addressed as “backsliding.” In most churches today backsliding is not a
common sermon topic. The term backslider refers to an individual who once
followed God and has, for whatever reason, turned and fell away from the
faith: grieving the Holy Spirit by hardening their heart. All twelve of the
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Minor Prophets warned of the consequences of people turning, backsliding,
from God.
While biblical prophecy does predict what is to come, the most important
aspect is to sound a warning, giving people the chance to consider their ways
and repent before its too late. That is why I wrote the Revival of Your Heart
and feel so strongly it be preached in all churches and throughout the world.
There is a great falling away from The Way and most don’t recognize what
is happening, just like the people the prophets were preaching to.
The backslider in heart will have the fill of his own ways, but a good man
will be rewarded for his.
(Proverbs 14:14 BSB emphasis added)

The ladders represent the rewards associated with doing good deeds.
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If we lay the Road of Sanctification over the Chutes and Ladders game, we
can visually see the ups and downs that happen in our lives. All of us go
through many trials in life. Bad things happen to all of us. And just maybe,
we have in the past even caused some things to happen. Christians and nonChristians face the same tragedies.
1 Peter 4:12 reminds us, "Dear friends, don't be surprised at the fiery trials
you are going through, as if something strange were happening to you." In
other words, don't be shocked that it is happening to you.
Jesus said: "I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here
on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I
have overcome the world"
(John 16:33 NIV)

I like how Chuck Swindoll addresses trials: He made a very perceptive
point, "God never promised He would inform us ahead of time all about His
plan. He's just promised He has one. Ultimately, it's for our good and His
glory.” All we have to do is believe in Him and have FAITH.”
When you are playing Chutes and Ladders, if you land on a chute space you
slide all the way to the bottom. Likewise, when some people are faced with
life’s trials, they fall and fall hard. The outcome of hardships (trials) depends
on how you approach them, how you handle them, and what you expect
from them.
Ponder: How we approach trials matters.
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When a pilot is going to land at an unknown airport, he/she will spend time,
prior to the flight, familiarizing themselves with the layout of the intended
airport and the recommended landing approach. The same is true of a person
who desires to make a successful landing at the airport in the sky: heaven.
Jesus addressed this principle in the Parable of the Sower. (Matthew 13,
Mark 4, and Luke 8)

Parable of the Sower Synopsis:
* Sower - God Himself: Jesus
* Seed - The Word of the Kingdom of God
* Hard ground - hard ground “by the wayside” prevents the seed from
sprouting at all and the seed becomes nothing more than bird food.
The person does not understand the teaching - the evil one, Satan,
comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart - result, keeping
the heart dull and preventing the Word from making an impression.
* The rocky ground portrays a person receiving the teaching with great
joy and enthusiasm but when trouble comes he has a crisis of faith and
falls away.
We must be prepared for the fiery arrows from Satan. Jesus is warning us
that along the Road of Sanctification trials will happen. Not if they
happen…they will happen.
The only way we can complete our pilgrimage successfully is to study the
Word of God - this is especially true today. We live in unprecedented times.
Never have people felt more confused and uncertain about the future. This
feeling of hopelessness is compounded when you are not familiar with
God’s Word and you have no trust in Him. By understanding and trusting
God you have a sense of peace because you know He is in control. Oh, you

197

might not understand why, but you know He has a plan. One passage I have
on my wall in my office is:

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I
will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right
hand.
(Isaiah 41:10 NIV emphasis added)

I often wonder how people that do not know Jesus or have fallen way from
him cope with all that is happening in these last days. What do they turn to
and where is their peace? If not Jesus, what then?
Once we leave the cross and begin our journey down the Road of
Sanctification, like beginning the Chutes and Ladders game, there are many
snares (chutes) that could affect us.
Ponder: If you are not in the devil’s crosshairs, you are doing something
wrong.
Peter tells us that we should not be surprised when we encounter trials:
Dear friends, don't be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as
if something strange were happening to you. Instead, be very glad--for these
trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering, so that you will have
the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world.
(1 Peter 4:12–13 NLT)

Ponder:
Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses,
with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak,
then I am strong.
(2 Corinthians 12:10 NASB)
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Sometimes, we want God to take certain things out of our lives that cause us
pain. It could be in the form of temptation, doubts, trials, etc… We pray over
and over for those things to be removed. But do we ever stop to think that
God is using those things in our lives to transform us and make us more like
Him?
Prayer for times of Depression, Doubts, and Confusion; please join me in
praying the following prayer:
Father God, in this world of conflict and confusion, my mind is torn apart by
questions and doubts that steal my sleep at night and rob me of my peace.
You are my light, the One who lights my flickering candle and keeps it
burning. You know all the darkest corners of my soul, the things I try to hide
even from myself, and you love me as I am. My sins did not drive you away
from me, but you filled my heart with a strong desire to be healed and a deep
longing for you. You never leave me.
I come before you today and I pray with all my heart that You don't let go of
my hand, so that even if I walk through a dark valley, I can still feel the
warm touch of your hand guiding me. You are the light that gave light to my
eyes, the love that gave love to my soul. In you I lack nothing, in you nothing
can harm me, in you my victory is complete. Bring me to you and keep me by
your heart.
In Your name, Jesus I pray.
AMEN
To be successful in our journey, we must know and understand our enemy.
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
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Road of Sanctification The Art of War - Knowing Our Enemy
In the ancient Chinese military treatise The Art of War, chapter 13 is devoted
to the importance of knowing your enemy. It is amazing how little Christians
know about Satan, the devil. A good percent believe he is not real or at best,
they know very little about him. When I was a Boy Scout, it was required to
learn topography: knowing the terrain. We, like the scouts, must know the
topography both in the physical world and in the spiritual world. It is
important to know God (of course) but it is also important to know what has
been revealed about Satan. There is an old saying; “know your friends and
your enemies!” Let’s take a look at the one against whom we fight, our
enemy the devil.
The Beginning:
Satan was originally God’s cherished creation. Both Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel
28 address the early days of Satan. He was originally referred to as Lucifer;
“the son of the morning” and the “shining one.” In Ezekiel, we see that
Satan was referred to as the “anointed cherub.”
You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you. You were on
the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones.
(Ezekiel 28:14 NIV)

What happened?
To find the answer to the question, all we have to do is go to the book of
Isaiah chapter 14:12-14 (emphasis added):
How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You
have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! You
said in your heart,
“I will ascend to heaven;
I will raise my throne above the stars of God;
I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the
sacred mountain.
I will ascend above the tops of the clouds;
I will make myself like the Most High.”
I will ascend to heaven;
Satan was in God’s inner circle. God had already given him great power and
authority. But Satan wanted more. He wanted a higher position than he
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already had, and the only higher position was God’s throne, a right that
belongs only to the Messiah (Eph. 1:20–21). With the first “I will”, he desired to
usurp God’s throne and sit on it himself in place of the Messiah.
I will raise my throne above the stars of God;
The stars of God is a reference to God’s angels. It was used of Satan in verse
12---“morning star”. Satan wanted to be above all of them. Not a few but
all. With this I will he expressed his desire to become the sole authority over
each individual angel. This meant that he wished to depose Michael from his
position of archangel to become the archangel himself.
I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the
sacred mountain;
Satan knew that God’s glorious plan was for the Son of God to rule as the
Messiah over Israel. With this I will Satan expressed his desire to become
the messianic ruler over Israel in the millennial kingdom.
I will ascend above the tops of the clouds;
Whenever the word cloud is used symbolically, it is always a symbol of the
Shechinah Glory. The Shechinah Glory is the visible manifestation of the
presence of God. It is the majestic presence or manifestation of God in
which He descends to dwell among men. Whenever the invisible God
becomes visible, and whenever the omnipresence of God is localized, this is
the Shechinah Glory. The usual title found in Scriptures for the Shechinah
Glory is the glory of Jehovah, or the glory of the Lord. (Ex. 16:10; 40:34-38; I Kg. 8:10-11;
Mat. 26:64). This unique glory, a glory that belongs only to God, is something
Satan desired for himself.
I will make myself like the Most High:
Satan wants to be the Big Kahuna---Hawaiian for Big Cheese, Top dog,
etc… Satan expressed his desire to become the sole possessor of everything
that God created in Genesis 1:1: he wished to be like God in authority, and
power, and control.
With these five I wills, he led a revolt in Heaven, brought violence to
Heaven, and was judged and cast down.
If we are honest with ourselves, we all have one or more of these I will
desires in us. The desires to have power, be in control, or possibly be looked
up to, are all in us. But, we have climbed up the steep Hill of Humility and
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through the Holy Spirit’s help overcome these satanic desires. This is not
easy, as Jesus tells us;
Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If any of you wants to be my follower, you
must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow me.”
(Matthew 16:24 NLT)

What was Jesus literally saying when He said “take up your cross?”
Luke 23:26 gives us some insight to what our Lord Jesus was telling us:
As they led Jesus away, a man named Simon, who was from Cyrene,
happened to be coming in from the countryside. The soldiers seized him and
put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.
Simon from Cyrene - Cyrene was a Greek city in the province of
Cyrenaica; it had a Jewish community of about 100,000 Judean Jews. It was
to become an early establishment of Christianity. The Cyrene area also had a
school of philosophers established by Aristippus, a disciple of Socrates, with
doctrines nearly the same as those of the Epicureans (disciple or student of
the Greek philosopher).
Put the CROSS on him - Simon was seized, which in itself on the surface
seems to be not his choice, but by doing what he was told, Simon, this Jew
from Cyrene, was given a great privilege - not a chore - to take up the
CROSS of the Lord. Many of us wear a cross around our necks. Some type
of jewelry representing the CROSS of Jesus. That is fine. I know I do and
everyday it reminds me of the unfathomable sacrifice Jesus made upon that
CROSS.
Carry it behind Jesus - I have people say, “My cross is my (you insert your
own personal “cross” here).” Each one of us would have a different answer
but that is not what Jesus was saying. He was not referring to individual
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problems but His CROSS. When someone was carrying their cross it was on
the way to die.
So when Jesus said, “Take up your cross daily,” He was saying to take up
your cross is to put God’s will above your own. It is to die to your
ambitions, to your plans, and to your choices. To take up your cross is to
love God more than anyone or anything else. Taking up your cross requires
a Revival of Your Heart!
Satan wants just the opposite and we must know, understand, and be able to
recognize his operating tactics. Remember, He especially wants to destroy
followers of Jesus. In the book of John we get a general look at the devil’s
modus operandi:
The thief's purpose is to steal and kill and destroy.
My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.
(John 10:10 NLT)

1 Peter 5:8b, warns us: Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring
lion looking for someone to devour.
I find it rather ironic that Satan is compared to a lion, especially when
Yeshua, Jesus, is called the Lion of Judah. I think this is to warn us of
Satan’s great power.
In the book of Daniel, we get a glimpse of what the angel Gabriel looks like
when Daniel is confronted by him;
I looked up and saw a man dressed in linen clothing,
with a belt of pure gold around his waist.
His body looked like a precious gem. His face flashed like lightning, and his
eyes flamed like torches. His arms and feet shone like polished bronze, and
his voice roared like a vast multitude of people.
(Daniel 10:5-6 NLT)

If this is any indication of what an angel of the Lord looks like (which it is),
Lucifer alias Satan/the devil, resembles something like Gabriel or even more
impressive. Not like how he is portrayed today, red and ugly.
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In revelation 20:20, he is referred to as a dragon:
He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and
bound him for a thousand years.
Ponder: I find it intriguing that in most ancient cultures dragons are
mentioned. They can be traced back as far as approximately 4000 B.C.
Dragons are said to have been able to live almost anywhere, depending on
the type of dragon mentioned. Their habitats ranged from the center of the
earth to the middle of the ocean. They could also be found in caves, fire, or
anywhere dark and damp. So here is the conundrum; God mentions the
dragon in His word, also the dragon is mentioned in ancient cultures before
humans could travel across large areas of the world---Europe, Japan, Korea,
and other East Asian countries. If you have any doubt that the devil exists, I
would think again. Just food for thought.
Satan’s Limitations:
I have certainly been hit with temptations orchestrated by the Devil, but
Satan only can be in one place at one time. Sometimes we think of him as
roughly God's equal, only on the dark side. We know that God is allpowerful, all-knowing, and everywhere-present, and we may imagine Satan
to have similar attributes. He doesn't. The Devil is not God's equal. The
Devil is a powerful spirit being, but he has limitations. He can't be all over
the world, tempting and harassing everyone at the same time. That is why he
employs his vast army of demons. Even though Satan himself may have
never tried to tempt you and drag you down, he's had lots of help over the
years.
Four Tactical D’s of Satan:
Distraction: He uses many types of temptations and they vary for each
person. Worry, fear, men/women, and food (yes, I said food!) are but a few
of the tactics used. All you have to do is take an honest look at your own
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weaknesses (and you have some), to see what and how Satan is going to try
and distract you.
The world is a very alluring place. Satan has had many years to develop a
plethora of tempting distractions. “The grass is greener on the other side,” is
a common distraction. He has solidified his ways in enabling many people
who have developed different points of view in direct conflict with God’s
Word. Again I say, all you have to do is go to any bookstore and look at the
large number of self-help books. My question is: “Why isn’t the Bible
displayed in the middle of the self-help section?”
Satan weaves a very tangled web.
Deception: Only three chapters into the Bible, we find our spiritual enemy in the form of a serpent - lying to Eve and telling her that God is the one
who lied to her when, in reality, it was he who lied.
You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.
“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
(Genesis 3:4-5 NIV)

Satan is the father of all lies, John 8:42-45:
Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me,
for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own;
but he sent me.
Why is my language not clear to you?
Because you are unable to hear what I say.
You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s
desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he
is a liar and the father of lies.
Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me!
That deception has had long-lasting consequences. Unfortunately, he did not
stop with the one lie or the one deception, but has continued to lie to and
deceive man in his unending effort to bring about our spiritual destruction.
Not content with the souls he has already caused to be lost, our spiritual
enemy has his sights set on you and me and anyone else he can deceive into
thinking he is their best friend, that he cares about them, and that he wants
only the best for them. One of the most common deceptions Satan causes is
self-doubt. In the Valley of the Shadow of Death, doubt and especially self-
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doubt lurks. Often we feel life is unfair. Hard times and tough circumstances
can trigger self-doubt and despair.
Biblical heroes have often experienced doubt. But in each instance, God’s
Word affirms the truth---that when we're faced with opposition, faith
restores. Whether a physical trial like Paul's or imprisonment like Joseph's or
depression like Jeremiah's, the trial itself can be the experience God uses to
make us aware of His presence in our lives.
You may be in the fieriest trial of your life. If you've wandered from the
conviction of your faith, renew it today. Draw near to God and He will carry
you through. All we have to do is LISTEN.
Division: He wants to divide you: both physically and spiritually. How is
Satan trying to cause division in your home, with other family members, at
work, at church??
Polarization is common in the world today. All you have to do is look at
what is going on in the political arena. This country, along with many other
countries in the world, is divided on many social and political platforms.
Even God’s church is divided.
Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: "Any kingdom divided against
itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall.”
(Luke 11:17 NIV)

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of
you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united
in the same mind and the same judgment.
(1 Corinthians 1:10 ESV)

I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and
create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid
them. For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own
appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the
naive.
(Romans 16:17-18 ESV)

Ponder: One of Jesus’ final prayers for us was that we would be one,
John 7:22-22:
"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in
me through their message,
that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.
May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”
PICTURE - One Church.png
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He prayed this, at the Last Supper just before he went out to suffer and die
for us. As such, he highlights that a chief aspect of his work on the Cross is
to overcome the divisions intensified by Satan. Some argue that the Greek
root of the word “diabolical” (diabolein) means to cut, tear, or divide. Jesus
prays and works to reunify what the devil divides.
Jesus knew Satan’s power and how he would attack His church by attacking
His followers. The devil’s work of division starts within each one of us as
we experience many contrary drives, some noble, creative, and edifying,
others sinful and destructive. So often, we struggle within and feel torn
apart. There is an old saying: “We are our own worst enemy.” The apostle
Paul describes this conflict:
I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do,
but what I hate I do.
And if I do what I do not want to do,
(Romans 7:15-16a NIV)

Looking at churches today, division is pronounced. Just imagine if all
followers of Jesus united and had one mindset. Oh my!
Destroy: Finally, he wants to destroy you. Satan’s ultimate goal is to take
you out. Drugs, alcohol, sexual immorality, anger, and unforgiveness are
some of the tools he uses to seek to destroy us. Many people ruin their health
and their lives by taking the poison of bitterness, resentment and
unforgiveness. The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant, Matthew 18:23-35,
tells us that if we do not forgive people, we get turned over to the torturers.
That includes forgiving ourselves. Remember, Jesus died that we may live.
Ponder: What is Satan working to destroy in your life?
Ponder: The Bible:
* When you carry "the Bible", Satan has a headache,
* When you open it, he collapses,
* When he sees you reading it, he loses his strength,
* When you stand on the Word of God, Satan can't hurt you!
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Prayer
Lord, help us to become intelligent regarding how our enemy operates and
the tactics he uses against us. I pray for every person reading this message.
Help them to understand the 4 D’s so that they may withstand the attacks of
the enemy. In Jesus’ name, Amen!
May God bless you in ways you never even dreamed.
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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Road of Sanctification Why did God create the devil?
When people know you are active in God’s Ministry, you seem to draw a
multitude of questions and people expect answers. Well, anyone who studies
God’s word soon realizes there are some things we just don’t know or
understand.
Wisdom from the Spirit
We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature,
but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age,
who are coming to nothing.
No, we speak of God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden
and that God destined for our glory before time began.
None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not
have crucified the Lord of glory.
However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has
conceived what God has prepared for those who love him” —
but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things,
even the deep things of God.
For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit
within him?
In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.
We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God,
that we may understand what God has freely given us.
This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in
words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.
The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand
them, because they are spiritually discerned.
The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not
subject to any man’s judgment:
“For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?”
But we have the mind of Christ.
(1 Corinthians 2:6-16 NIV emphasis added)
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And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.
(1 Timothy 3:16 KJV emphasis added)

With that said, as a result of my last sermon, a couple questions have been
asked. The first one is: If God knew that Satan would rebel, why did God
create him?
In order to answer this, we must divide the question into two parts. Let’s
answer the first part by checking out God’s knowledge. The Bible tells us
God is omniscient, which literally means “all-knowing.” Supporting
Scripture:
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is
beyond measure.
(Psalms 147:5 ESV emphasis added)

Do you know the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him
who is perfect in knowledge,
(Job 37:16 ESV emphasis added)

You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.
You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my
ways.
Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely,
(Psalms 139:2-4 NIV emphasis added)
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By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before
him; for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart,
and he knows everything.
(1 John 3:19-20 ESV emphasis added)

Let’s look at some of the superlatives in these verses—“perfect in
knowledge”; “his understanding has no limit”; “he knows everything”—it is
clear that God’s knowledge is not merely greater than our own, but it is
infinitely greater. He knows all things in totality. If God’s knowledge is not
perfect, then there is a deficiency in His nature. Any deficiency in God’s
nature means He cannot be God, for God’s very essence requires the
perfection of all His attributes. Therefore, the answer to the first question is;
Yes, God knew that Satan would rebel.
Now, let’s look at the second part, why did God create him knowing ahead
of time he was going to rebel? The “why” puts a little kink in answering this
part of the question. The Bible does not tell us why, but God’s Word does
give us an insight into His logic. It indicates that the fall of Satan was part of
God’s sovereign plan from the beginning. No other answer makes sense. But
as we learned, there are mysteries we don’t and probably can’t understand
while we are on this earth.
Here is what we do know:
* God did not create Lucifer as the devil; He created him good
(Genesis 1:31).
* Lucifer’s rebellion does not change God’s original intent from
something good to something bad.
* Even with Satan’s evil schemes, God is able to use Satan’s evil actions
to ultimately bring about God’s holy plan.
you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that
his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.
(1 Corinthians 5:5 ESV)

Some have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith.
Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to
Satan to be taught not to blaspheme.
(1 Timothy 1:19b-20 NIV)

* The suffering that Satan brought into the world actually became the
means by which Jesus, in His humanity, was made the complete and
perfect Savior of mankind.
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In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and
through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation
perfect through suffering.
(Hebrews 2:10 NIV)

Ultimately, we cannot know for sure why God created Lucifer, knowing he
would rebel. It’s tempting to assume that things would be “better” if he had
never been created or to declare that God should have done something
differently. But such assumptions and declarations are unwise. In fact, to
claim we know better than God how to run the universe is to fall into the
devil’s own sin of promoting himself above the Most High (Isaiah 14:13–14).
Next week: Why worship a God who allows horrible things to happen to
defenseless little children?
The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel (Jacob) is a God of love, mercy, and
grace. He does not want anyone to perish, but for each of us to enjoy
eternity with Him. In mercy and grace, He sent His only Son to become our
final sacrifice so that all who trust in Him as their Savior will never perish.
If you want Jesus in your life, simply pray this prayer:
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!
(2 Corinthians 5:17)
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Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
LIGHT UP for JESUS
PICTURE - Light Shine6.jpg
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Road of Sanctification Why worship a God who allows horrible things to happen to defenseless
little children?
Child abuse is a devastating injustice to the victim. Quite typical of children
who have been abused comes one or more wounds in their psyche that
silently fester like a cancerous wound that refuses to heal. This is often fear.
It becomes the “lock” that traps the victim into a prison of hell that can last
their entire lifetime, to one degree or another, if it stays buried inside them.
The question that almost always comes to mind to the person who has been
traumatized is: “WHY God, did you allow this to happen to me?”
Years ago a woman confided in me regarding her childhood experiences.
She suffered abuse beginning when she was just a very young girl. The
following is an excerpt from my book Blanketed by Love:

“That evening, after a child’s day of fun and play, the small girl puts on her
pjs, feeling safe and protected as she climbs into her welcoming bed. She
snuggles up under her blankets---the soft, warm feeling comforting her.
Daddy comes into the room to say “good night.” He approaches her bed, a
child’s cocoon of security and warmth, with malice and evil intent. That
sweet child’s whole world is destroyed---shattered into shards of pain and
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disbelief. The daddy she found comfort in, like the security of her familiar
bed in her pinkly decorated room, permanently destroys her innocent
childhood.
After the abuse, the little girl grabs her blanket, the one that used to
surround her with soft promise of nighttime dreams and rest, and runs out
into the dark cold night. Falling down under a tree, she clenches her
blanket, the cold, wet grass pressing up against her clammy skin. And with
warm tears flowing down her flushed cheeks, she looks up to the starry sky
and cries out silently “WHY?””
“Why did God allow these horrible things to happen to me?” is a question
asked by abuse victims. With no satisfactory answer, the abuse victim is
open for temptation to distance themselves from God, which is what Satan is
REALLY after.
It is ironic that the answer to this question and many other related questions
is found in one of God’s greatest gifts to man, the gift of “freewill.” Yes,
God is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent, that is true. Keeping that in
mind, most people jump at the premise that God doesn’t care or delights in
people suffering. Atheists and agnostics would argue that God, if He does
exist, with His omniscience, should have decided NOT to give man freewill
because He knows that they'll just use it to rebel against Him, which will
result in them going to Hell to pay for their sins. If He does exist then He
must enjoy seeing people go to Hell?
How foolish!

As surely as I live, says the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death
of wicked people. I only want them to turn from their wicked ways so they
can live. Turn! Turn from your wickedness…
(Ezekiel 33:11 NLT)

He knows what will happen for all of eternity. The things that man knows
are not even a tip of a nail compared to what God knows. He even knows
what will happen to you a minute from now; which you don't have any idea
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of. God NEVER wants any of His children to be abused or hurt in any way.
But, the devil does. He knows the abuse survivor will start to question God
and Satan jumps in with both feet. Once an individual starts to doubt he tries
to get you hook, line, and sinker.
The other thing I hear is “God doesn’t know how much I hurt.” Baloney!

All anyone has to do is really look at what transpired at and on the CROSS.
Prior to being nailed to the cross, Jesus (GOD) was whipped, beaten, and
humiliated for hours.
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.
The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head.
They clothed him in a purple robe
and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And
they struck him in the face.
(John 19:1-3 NIV)

Then after many hours of physical abuse, He was required to carry His own
cross to His execution.

Dying by crucifixion was the most appalling, grisly form of execution
devised at that time. It produces a horrifying death, yet Jesus, because of His
love for YOU, endured this.
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So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.
Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull
(which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).
Here they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and
Jesus in the middle.
Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross.
It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.
(John 19:16b-19 NIV emphasis added)

About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?”
(Matthew 27:46 NIV)

God knows YOUR pain.
Ponder: Freewill = true love.
God gave man freewill so that He can experience true love from His created
beings. Love that's not freely given is not true love.
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Back in 1983, Dr. James Dobson wrote a book entitled Love Must be Tough.
Yes, it is a book about marriage counseling but it is also a good way to
reference God’s feelings and love for us, especially chapter 5 - Opening the
Cage Door. Dr. Dobson’s answer to the question; What can be done to
preserve marriages? applies to how our Lord contends with His children
(us). “The answer requires the vulnerable spouse to open the cage door and
let the trapped partner out.” In this case the vulnerable spouse is the Lord
and the trapped partner is His children. God gives His children free will
(open door) and the ability to choose.
Throughout God’s Word, He uses the analogy of a parent’s love toward their
children, in this case a parent (God) toward His children (His creation.) As
believers, we are adopted children in the household of God:
So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you
received God's Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we
call him, "Abba, Father."
For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God's children.
And since we are his children, we are his heirs. In fact, together with Christ
we are heirs of God's glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must also
share his suffering.
(Rom. 8:15-17 NLT emphasis added)

We are also heirs with Christ (Rom. 8:17; Eph. 1:11; 3:6). The living God is
our loving Father (Heb. 12:5-11), and we are His children:
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us,
that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!
The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
(1 John 3:1 NIV emphasis added)

These analogies illustrate the high calling and responsibility that
accompanies parenthood.
How should we feel about the fact that God doesn't prevent other people
from doing evil to us? Why doesn’t He stop this from happening? These
questions are derived from our original question, "If there is a loving God,
then why is there so much evil in this world?"
If you have suffered childhood abuse you are probably thinking; “I can’t
relate to this. It just cannot be true.” Oh, but it is. Every coin has two sides.
On one side is God’s amazing love and on the other side are Satan’s evil lies
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and deeds. You have experienced the evil side, so flip that dang coin over
and accept the joy and peace of God’s love. It’s FREE!

Children are a gift from the Lord and never, never should be mistreated. The
abuse victim has a double-whammy to confront. One, they have to overcome
the consequences of the abuse, and two, they must break the cycle and be a
role-model for their own children.
A couple of other questions I have been asked are: How about the fact that
in man's use of his freewill it results in him doing evil, thus, suffering in
Hell?
Shouldn't God have just sacrificed His desire to experience true love from
His created so that no one goes to Hell?
Both of these are valid questions and when asked require an answer. I
believe that God could have chosen to do that...If He had no power to use
evil to bring out good. But, that is exactly what He does. God is great!
God still uses evil in our time to bring out good. How many people have
turned to God for assurance of life in Heaven after they've realized how
fragile and short life is through the death of someone they know? Think
about it, you probably can name a few. God uses natural calamities like the
tsunami in Japan and the big earthquakes that rocked major cities in recent
years to bring to the minds of people that there is a powerful God that they
should look for, or better yet, be reconciled with. Remember God always
provides a way---light at the end of a dark, dark tunnel.
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Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right
hand of my righteousness.
(Isaiah 41:10 KJV)

For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
(Jeremiah 29:11 NIV)

Crimes around us, heavy and petty crimes alike, show how man has
progressed very low in their morals, and therefore, disqualified them from
the future joys of Heaven. Your own offense of God's Moral Standards, the
Ten Commandments, should bring you to the realization that you're not a
good person, that's why you need to seek Jesus' perfection to be transferred
on you - confess and repent - to enter into His Kingdom.
Christianity is unique because it offers a solution. Jesus was and is the
solution. God turned evil to good by transferring all of man's evil on His
beloved Son so He could pay for it. The chains of sin on us were broken
because Jesus let himself experience the evil of men.

For Christians, God uses circumstances to bring out new strength from us so
that, we, in turn, can also be used by Him to strengthen others, for instance
when you share your witness. He also uses suffering to re-focus us to Him so
that we can enjoy Him even in this world---finding His peace and joy.
If you are struggling and desire to break free from the chains hindering you,
please ponder all the above. Don’t end up like Pharaoh did in Exodus.
As we begin our story about Egypt’s Pharaoh, we find Moses and Aaron in
front of Pharaoh telling him what the Lord Almighty had instructed them to
relay. This went over like a lead balloon.
PICTURE - Lead Balloon.png
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When Pharaoh saw that the Lord had taken one of the plagues away he once
again had no care to pay any attention to the Lord’s command to let His
people go.
But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and
would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said.
(Exodus 8:15 NIV emphasis added)

This was one stubborn man. Again and again he hardened his heart toward
God’s request. Finally God had had enough. God Himself hardened
Pharaoh’s heart (Exodus 10:1). That isn't a contradiction; it's just two sides of the
same coin. It's true that Pharaoh hardened his heart. But it is also true that
God hardened Pharaoh's heart.
Does that mean that Pharaoh had no choice in the matter? No, God gives
each one of us free will. He will not violate that free will, but once we have
made our choice, God may, in effect, strengthen us in that choice.
No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind.
And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can
bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you
can endure it.
(1 Corinthians 10:13 NIV emphasis added)

Ponder: God is the same today as He was yesterday.
I implore each and every one of you to think carefully about denying God.
You just may end up like Pharaoh---to turn from the truth is to become
entrenched in darkness more thoroughly than ever.
Next week: We graduate to the final phase on our journey on the Road of
Sanctification: Inside Jesus Christ.
Song: Come, Now is the Time to Worship
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NPWq8eM4lu8
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Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone with compassion and love---no hidden
desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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Road of Sanctification Inside Jesus Christ (1)
The lesson today is an addition to the Revival of Your Heart: Spiritual Road of Sanctification series, adding part 5 - Inside Jesus Christ.
I recommend you read through the Revival of Your Heart: up to and
including Spiritual - Sanctification part 4 before going to this next step on
your personal journey on the Road to Sanctification.
Sermon verses:
Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from
sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.
The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the
deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.
Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not
in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
(Romans 13:11-14a NASB emphasis added)

Ponder: Jesus’ words in John 15:7a - "If you abide in Me,”

From the beginning of God’s Word --- Genesis, to the end --- Revelation,
there is one main underlying theme; “I will be their God and they will be my
people.” We are made from God Himself. I hear a lot of ministers preaching
Jesus is with us and that is most definitely true. But, how often have you
heard someone preach on being inside Christ? You might be thinking; there
is a difference between Jesus being with us and being inside Jesus? Yep,
there is.
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We are going to delve into the above Scriptures in order to answer what
Jesus meant when He said, “abide in Me,” and when Paul said “put on the
Lord Jesus Christ,” in other words, to be inside Jesus Christ.
Today, the world we grew up in no longer exists. It’s gone and it is gone
forever. There are many sociological changes taking place that make no
sense at all. It is like an out of control freight train speeding to the abrupt end
of the track. Evil is becoming the norm. The culture is becoming a
narcissistic society. People have shifted from caring about others to just
looking out for number one: themselves. Living inside Jesus is not
compatible with this sociologic attitude, known as Narcissistic personality
disorder.
Narcissistic personality disorder is characterized by a long-standing pattern
of grandiosity (either in fantasy or actual behavior), an overwhelming need
for admiration, and usually a complete lack of empathy toward others. The
lack of empathy is the most dangerous of the signs of narcissistic leadership
in a church. A church mimics its leader. If the pastor has narcissistic
tendencies, which empirical research shows most do, it will almost certainly
result in the body of believers having the same tendencies. Reading through
the first three chapters in Revelation you get a good idea of how a church
reacts, especially the church in Laodicea. Narcissistic church leaders lack
empathy. They try to look good but that is as far as it goes. No LOVE.
Ponder: A person who is traveling on the road of sanctification will progress
over this bump called narcissism.
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Any such tendencies are very difficult to identify in one’s self. Oh, it is easy
to see them in someone else but to look internally, not so easy. Completing
our Christian sanctification process successfully depends on our ability to
know ourselves. So, take a step back and think objectively.
Ponder: Blessed is the man who realizes his own sin. For it is not until then
that true communion with God can take place.
In many of the old churches you could find a mourner’s bench. It was there
so people could come, weep, and face their sins. Today, we deflect our own
sins and point to the other guy. You know deep down this is true.

You probably won’t find a mourner’s bench in churches today. We have
become a society that practices deflection. Turning something aside and/or
diverting a conversation are common forms of deflection. You see this over
and over if you watch news broadcasts. Another form of deflection is not
telling the truth. It is difficult to get a precise count on the number of times
the Bible says not to lie. But it is safe to say, many. The Lord does not take
lying lightly. In fact lying to the Lord is an abomination.
Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD,
(Proverbs 12:22a NASB emphasis added)

Today, lying is not only prevalent but it is totally acceptable with little or no
consequences. It shows you just how far we have gotten away from God.
Those individuals, whether they be believers or not, who are entrusted with
important responsibilities are strongly warned not to go against God’s Word.
We don’t, in these modern times, hold our leaders to a higher (if any at all),
degree or standard. This is not God’s will.
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But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will
be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much
will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much,
much more will be asked.
(Luke 12:48 NIV emphasis added)

Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No.' Anything more comes from
the evil one.
(Matthew 5:37 BSB)

In 1973, a book entitled: Whatever Became of Sin? by Karl Menninger,
questioned sin. His conclusion basically said that sin had been redefined,
and that was over forty years ago by a non-believer. Oh my, just think how
far we have progressed, in the wrong direction. The world today is spinning
out of control. Values have been turned upside down. Wouldn’t it be
fantastic to live in a world where the standard of God was the norm? A
Christian today can take great solace in knowing, under no uncertain terms
this will be when our Lord returns to take charge.
As I study more and more into God’s Word, I find there is so much more I
don’t know and most importantly, the more I progress down the Road of
Sanctification, just how far I fall short of the standard of God.
“BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO
ACCOUNT.”
(Romans 4:8 NAS)

Mourner’s Bench Song Lyrics (1992)
Something got hold of me
Oh, yes it did! I said
Something got hold of me
It rattled around my head
I went to a meeting last night
But, my heart wasn't right
I went to a meeting last night
But, my soul wasn't right
Something got hold of me
Oh, yes it did! I said
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Something got hold of me
It rattled around my head
Early one morning
On the mourner's bench
My heart it was filled with misery
The same God that touched you one day
He laid his hand on me!
Ponder: Happiness comes when we sorrow for our own sin.
The day you become a Christian you realize just how great of a sinner you
are. The realization only becomes more intensified as you progress in your
relationship with Christ.
Ponder: When I thought I was on the mountain top, I was actually in the
valley.
In part 2, we will look at Paul and his journey down the road to becoming
“Inside Jesus Christ.”
To realize how far we are from God’s standard is a humbling but rewarding
experience. If you have not asked Jesus into your life or maybe you are
wanting to ask Him again, please join with me in looking up, saying these
few simple words:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
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Road of Sanctification Inside Jesus Christ (2)
In part 1, we closed with the following conclusion:
The closer we get to being inside Jesus Christ, the more we realize how far
we actually are from Him.
In order to prove this, we are going to take a look at Paul and how he
developed on his road to becoming inside Jesus Christ. Remember Paul, then
called Saul, was traveling on a mission to persecute - arrest and if needed,
kill - any followers of Jesus.
The apostle Paul wrote many letters during his ministry to the different
bodies of Christians spanning over many years. During his journey Paul
evolved how he perceived himself. Let’s take a look at Paul’s view of
himself through this period. He demonstrates our conclusion from part 1
extremely well.
Let’s start out with Paul’s opening greeting to the church at Galatian. This is
the first letter he penned. He opens with the following description of
himself:
This letter is from Paul, an apostle. I was not appointed by any group of
people or any human authority, but by Jesus Christ himself and by God the
Father, who raised Jesus from the dead.
(Galatians 1:1 NLT emphasis added)

Maybe we could say this is boastful and even arrogant? Sounds a little like
into one’s self: narcissism.
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A few years later Paul writes another letter to the church in Corinth. He once
again states he is an apostle but this time is added “by the will of God.”
Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus,
(1 Corinthians 1:1a ESV emphasis added)

Paul has, over the past 7 years, begun a transition. This transition is one all
Christians must participate in to obtain the goal of being “Inside Jesus
Christ.”
In chapter 15, Paul takes another giant step down the Road of Sanctification.
He begins to humble himself. He compares himself to his colleagues and
determines himself to be the least and recognizes his own sin.
For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.
(1 Corinthians 15:9 NIV emphasis added)

Years later, Paul opens his letter to the predominantly Gentile church in
Rome describing himself as a “bond-servant” of Christ Jesus.
Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God
(Romans 1:1 NASB emphasis added)
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In other versions of the Holy Bible the words slave or servant are used,
having the same connotation as bond-servant. The word bond-servant is the
translation of the Greek word doulos, which means “one who is subservient
to, and entirely at the disposal of, his master: a slave.” In Paul’s time,
involuntary servitude was much different from voluntary servitude. In the
latter, the bond-servant says, “I choose to serve you above all others; that is
my free choice.” Having chosen, a bond-servant would seek only to please
his master out of love and devotion. The thought of seeking to please anyone
else wouldn’t make sense to a true bond-servant. That is Paul’s argument in
Galatians 1:10: As a bond-servant of Christ, the thought of trying to please
men instead of God was illogical for him.
For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to
please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ.
(Galatians 1:10 NASB emphasis added)

Skipping ahead a few years to Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, he now says he
is at the bottom of all the saints.
To me, the very least of all saints,
(Ephesians 3:8a NASB emphasis added)
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Ponder: Paul has now taken himself out of the apostolistic category down to
the saint’s category and he claims to be the least even here.
In Paul’s last book, he says: Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners--of whom I am chief. (1 Timothy 1:15)
PICTURE - Blog #133.2 Road5.jpg

Take a few minutes and ponder what Paul just said and how far he has
progressed down the Road of Sanctification. He started out saying he was an
apostle and ended by saying he was at the bottom of the barrel---worst of the
worst. He truly came to the realization: “Blessed is the man who realizes
his own sin. For it is not until then that true communion with God can
take place.”
This is not what the world adheres to. In the world people are happy to brag
and tell you how much they have accomplished, to flaunt their social status.
It’s all false bunk. Years ago I attended a funeral for a great Christian man.
During the eulogy it was mentioned he held a doctorate degree. After the
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service was over and the attendees were standing around, I overheard many
say that they didn’t even know he held a doctorate degree. This stuck with
me, because he was not only a great Christian, he was a HUMBLE great
Christian. He never bragged about his degree or flaunted it. He never
bragged about his knowledge of Jesus, he just used it his whole life to
influence others. He was glowing with the light of Jesus Christ.
Light up for Jesus.

To realize how far we are from God’s standard is a humbling but rewarding
experience. If you have not asked Jesus into your life or maybe you want to
ask Him again, please join with me in looking up, saying these few simple
words:
“Lord Jesus, I am a sinner. I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
for loving me. I desire to be born again with a new heart indwelt by
You and Your Holy Spirit.
Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone, including those we’re closest to, with
compassion and love---no hidden desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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Road of Sanctification Inside Jesus Christ (3)
Falling outside is good… Sometimes!
The story goes that Isaac Newton was sitting under an apple tree one day
when “boink” an apple dislodged itself and hit him on his head. It dawned
on Newton that what goes up must come down, and this formed the basis
of his Universal Law of Gravity. Some will tell you this is just a tale…
perhaps, but there is evidence in writings at that time to suggest it actually
happened.

Ponder: For Christians, in order for us to go up, we must first go down.
Many worldly successful people failed big time before they ever made it.
For instance, Winston Churchill was estranged from his political party over
ideological disagreements during the "wilderness years" of 1929 to 1939.
Thomas Edison's teachers told him he was "too stupid to learn anything." He
then experienced hundreds of failures before he invented many life changing
devices.
Failure before success is not only limited to secular individuals but God’s
chosen as well. If this little scenario sounds familiar, it should, and
remember you are not alone. Many great Bible characters lost their way at
one time or another.
Abraham lied about Sarah being his wife:
“and there Abraham said of his wife Sarah,”
(Genesis 20:2a NIV)
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He did this because he was afraid. He forgot what God had promised
him and that God will never leave you.
Noah got smashed and became a nudist (drunk and nude, oh my):
One day he drank some wine he had made, and he became drunk and
lay naked inside his tent.
(Genesis 9:21 NLT)

Elijah doubted the Lord which resulted in a deep state of depression:
Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had
killed all the prophets with the sword.
So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say,
“May the gods deal with me,
be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow
I do not make your life like that of one of them.”
Elijah was afraid and ran for his life.
When he came to Beersheba in Judah,
he left his servant there,
while he himself went a day’s journey into the desert.
He came to a broom tree,
sat down under it and prayed that he might die.
“I have had enough, LORD,” he said.
“Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors.”
(1 Kings 19:1-4 NIV)
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Elijah was overcome by fear, and he ran away. He went over 100 miles
south, to Beersheba. Elijah fled out of his own fear, not because God told
him to. Remember, the first time that Elijah went to hide out God had told
him to go, but this time it was not God’s plan.
Ponder: Elijah had doubts even after he had seen what God had done at the
“Great BBQ Cook-off.”

I could keep going, as a good number of Bible biggies failed before they
were successful. If they hadn’t experienced falling down they would have
never looked up. I have always thought, the best preachers are the ones who
have experienced failure in their life. One special man comes to mind: Raul
Ries. In his book Fury to Freedom, Raul describes the change Jesus made in
his life.
“Just out of high school, Ries got into a fight that would mark a significant
choice in his life: a choice between prison or the military. At the age of 19,
he joined the United States Marines and soon after shipped off to the war in
Vietnam. A young man with training in the martial arts, Kung Fu San Soo,
he made an excellent Marine and excelled in the physical challenges.
After two years of active combat service and two near death experiences,
Ries was discharged and sent home where he married the girl he fell in love
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with through letters while in the service. Sharon was the young daughter of
missionaries to South America and dreamed of being a missionary herself,
while he was a young man still filled with anger and bitterness. They
experienced difficult times throughout their marriage due to his abusiveness
and were on the verge of separating when God got hold of his heart and his
life. On Easter 1972, thinking his wife would leave him, Raul waited for her
and the kids to come home from church so he could kill them.”
Yes, kill them. But God intervened and while Raul was waiting, he just
happened turn on the TV. A program featuring an evangelistic preacher,
Chuck Smith, was on. The rest is history. Raul, feeling the pull of God, laid
down his rifle and asked for God’s mercy. Decades later, he is still on fire
and preaching God’s word. AMEN!
Billy Graham, perhaps the greatest evangelist of all time, experienced
serious doubt in his early beginnings. Another preacher he knew had been
questioning whether the Bible was truly and entirely the authoritative Word
of God. The issue this preacher raised began to trouble the young Billy. It
troubled him so deeply that he was considering giving up preaching.
Late one night his mind kept going over and over the questions and doubt,
and he could not sleep. He got up and starting walking in the cool dark air.
He stopped, opened his Bible and looked up to God. He poured his heart out
in agony to God--not holding back. He prayed, “Father, I am going to
accept this as Thy Word---by faith! I will believe this to be Your inspired
Word.” At that moment, he later said, he felt the burden lift and sensed the
freedom and power of the Holy Spirit in and around him.
Ponder: A lesson for us all: no matter what our trouble is, LOOK UP and
PRAY.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
(Matthew 5:3 NIV)
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The same struggle stirs within many today: they are questioning their faith
and/or are still chained by their past. In times of grieving, questions come
up and there seems to be no answers. Nevertheless, here's what I know for
sure: one day all our questions will be answered. Everything will be
revealed: like a giant jigsaw puzzle coming together. Believing is faith and
faith believes. You just might be “INSIDE CHRIST” if you need Him when
all is going well.
Now we see things imperfectly,
like puzzling reflections in a mirror,
but then we will see everything with
perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial
and incomplete, but then I will know
everything completely, just as God now
knows me completely.
(1 Corinthians 13:12 NLT)

C. S. Lewis wrote, "God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our
conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf
world."
Ponder: Psalm 119:67 - "Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I
obey Your word.”
Psalm 199: 71 - “It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might
learn your decrees"
Next, we are going to take an in depth look at the characteristics of a man
truly abiding in God his whole life, Caleb.
If you have not given your life to Jesus, I invite you to say this simple
prayer:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
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Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone, including those we’re closest to, with
compassion and love---no hidden desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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Road of Sanctification Inside Jesus Christ
Caleb
In three books of the Holy Bible; Numbers, Deuteronomy, and Joshua,
Caleb is mentioned by the Holy Spirit on six separate occasions, in only 30
total verses. In those verses GOD gives us the keys to Caleb’s godly life. He
is presented as someone who wholeheartedly followed the LORD. Many
biblical characters just followed, and many people today still do. They just
follow the LORD half-heartedly, but Caleb is recorded as following Him
wholeheartedly. It was all or nothing for Caleb.

Ponder: Half-heartedly = asking WWJD
Wholeheartedly = DWJWD
As we read through the Bible, I am sure you have come across individual
characters who you would like to imitate---be more like them. I know I have,
but Caleb is a man who we should all strive to emulate. He was definitely on
the “INSIDE.” Some of you might be asking; who is this person? Or maybe
wondering why he was so special. Well, let’s take a look.
We begin in Joshua 14:6-13:
Now the men of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know what the LORD said to
Moses the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you and me.
I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from
Kadesh Barnea to explore the land. And I brought him back a report
according to my convictions,
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but my brothers who went up with me made the hearts of the people melt
with fear. I, however, followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly.
So on that day Moses swore to me, ‘The land on which your feet have
walked will be your inheritance and that of your children forever,
because you have followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly.’
“Now then, just as the LORD promised, he has kept me alive for
forty-five years since the time he said this to Moses, while Israel moved
about in the desert. So here I am today, eighty-five years old!
I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out;
I’m just as vigorous to go out to battle now as I was then.
Now give me this hill country that the LORD promised me that day.
You yourself heard then that the Anakites were there and their cities were
large and fortified, but, the LORD helping me, I will drive them out just as
he said.”
Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as his
inheritance.
(Joshua 14:6-13 NIV emphasis added)

Many other translations of this Scripture use other words in place of
wholeheartedly such as “wholly followed” or “remained loyal” but they
don’t capture the essence of the true meaning of what Caleb felt,
wholeheartedly does.
Definition of wholeheartedly:
* Completely and sincerely devoted, determined, or enthusiastic
* Marked by complete earnest commitment
And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy might.
(Deuteronomy 6:5 KJV)

Caleb’s story began over forty years before he received the inheritance God
had promised him. As the Israelites approached the land of Canaan - the
Promised Land - twelve men, one from each tribe, were sent out to explore,
spy, on the land and its inhabitants. They spent 40 days spying, watching the
inhabitants of this land.

Ponder: The number 40 is significant; we see this pattern many times in the
Scriptures.
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In Numbers 13, we get their report from the covert spy operation.

This is where Caleb begins to stand out. Twelve chosen men go out to scout
the land God promised them. They all witness the same thing and yet only
two of the twelve bring a favorable report back. The majority, ten men, are
petrified of what they saw:
But the people living there are powerful, and their towns are large and
fortified. We even saw giants there, the descendants of Anak!
(Numbers 13:28 NLT emphasis added)

So they spread this bad report about the land among the Israelites: "The
land we traveled through and explored will devour anyone who goes to live
there. All the people we saw were huge.
We even saw giants there, the descendants of Anak. Next to them we felt like
grasshoppers, and that's what they thought, too!"
(Numbers 13:32-33 NLT emphasis added)

This directive by God to Moses describes how God tests the Israelites by
sending out 12 representatives from each tribe (spies) to check out the
situation in the Promised Land (as God had commanded them) before going
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in to take possession of it. They were all aware of what God had said and
promised them but they let their human fear override their faith.
Isn’t that a lot like us? If we are honest with ourselves, we have all thought
at one time or another, we aren’t smart enough or qualified to mention Jesus
let alone preach about Him. Let me say, if you are a born again Christian,
through faith you are more than qualified to make a difference for Him.
If you want to be “INSIDE JESUS CHRIST” start believing you are
qualified and remember, you have been shepherded to be exactly where He
wants you to be. Many great Bible characters did not think they were
qualified at first. Gideon is a classic example:
"But Lord," Gideon replied, "how can I rescue Israel? My clan is the
weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh, and I am the least in my entire
family!”
(Judges 6:15 NLT)

You too can be successful, if you follow and have faith in Jesus.
Ponder: God made you qualified.
And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you,
will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ
Jesus returns.
(Philippians 1:6 NLT)

Next, we are going to look at Joshua’s and Caleb’s responses concerning
their covert operation into the Promise Land and the resulting consequences
on Caleb’s life.
Ponder: It is God who uses our obedience and our faithfulness
(wholeheartedly) to change the future.
If you have not given your life to Jesus, I invite you to say this simple
prayer:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
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the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone, including those we’re closest to, with
compassion and love---no hidden desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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Road of Sanctification Inside Jesus Christ
Caleb (cont.)
Last time we closed with the following ponder: It is God who uses our
obedience and our faithfulness (wholeheartedly) to change the future. I hope
you have taken the time to really think about this and apply it to your own
life. Many times we do not recognize how God has worked and the many
blessing He has provided. Stop! Look what you are doing right now, right
at this very moment. It is not by chance you are reading this. It is by God
Himself. Sure, you can dismiss it but, you are then dismissing God.
That is basically what the ten men that were with Caleb and Joseph did.
Twelve chosen men go out to scout the land God promised them. They all
witness the same thing and yet only two of the twelve bring a favorable
report back. The majority, ten men, are petrified of what they saw:
But the people living there are powerful, and their towns are large and
fortified. We even saw giants there, the descendants of Anak!
(Numbers 13:28 NLT emphasis added)

This is where Caleb begins to stand out.

Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up
and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it."
(Numbers 13:30 NIV emphasis added)

The men, all except Joshua, did not heed what Caleb was saying. They
continued to encourage the Israelites not to listen to Caleb.
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So they spread this bad report about the land among the Israelites: "The
land we traveled through and explored will devour anyone who goes to live
there. All the people we saw were huge.
We even saw giants there, the descendants of Anak. Next to them we felt like
grasshoppers, and that's what they thought, too!"
(Numbers 13:32-33 NLT emphasis added)

Ponder: Only Caleb and Joshua gave a report prompted by having true faith.
Later that night a very chaotic or disruptive situation develops: the so called
followers/believers in God go berserk. It is truly amazing how we (humans)
forget so easily and lose faith. God has just fed, watered, and guided them
for the past two years and poof, overnight they are saying, God who?
But God doesn’t forget. It is only because of Moses’ intercession and appeal
to God’s reputation and merciful nature that God relented from completely
destroying the entire nation of Israel. Nevertheless, He decreed judgment on
those who refused to trust in Him the way Joshua and Caleb trusted in Him.
“I have forgiven them, as you asked. Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as
surely as the glory of the LORD fills the whole earth, not one of those who
saw my glory and the signs I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness but
who disobeyed me and tested me ten times — not one of them will ever see
the land I promised on oath to their ancestors.
No one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it.
(Numbers 14:20-23 NIV)

The entire generation (ages 20 and up) who had just been counted in the
census would not enter the Promised Land they longed for. They would all
die in the wilderness: that is, all but Joshua and Caleb, who would live to
enter the Land. Even though Joshua will be the one who leads the tribes after
Moses, God singles out Caleb and promises him a great reward for being
wholeheartedly “INSIDE” God:
"But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me
wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his
descendants will inherit it.”
(Numbers 14:24 NIV emphasis added)

Ponder: Are you a wholehearted Christian, or are you only a half-hearted
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Christian?
PICTURE - Fence-sitting.png

Ponder:
"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.

Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you
evildoers!'
(Matthew 7:21, 23 NIV)

To answer the question: are you a wholehearted Christian, we must examine
Caleb’s attributes, and they are many. Keep in mind, on six separate
occasions the Holy Spirit testifies to the fact that Caleb wholly followed the
Lord. Back then, and continuing today, are some who believe God exists,
but that is as far as they go. Caleb followed wholeheartedly---Numbers 14:
24; 32: 11-12; Deuteronomy 1: 36; Joshua 14: 8, 9 and 14.
Attributes of Caleb
Before we start, let’s apply Matthew 18:16b to our testimony regarding
Caleb:
… take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by
the testimony of two or three witnesses.'
Our first witness is Caleb himself but my brothers who went with me frightened the people from entering the
Promised Land. For my part, I wholeheartedly followed the LORD my God.
(Joshua 14:8 NLT)
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Our second witness is Moses So that day Moses solemnly promised me, 'The land of Canaan on which you
were just walking will be your grant of land and that of your descendants
forever, because you wholeheartedly followed the LORD my God.'
(Joshua 14:9 NLT)

Our third and final witness is God Himself But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me
wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his
descendants will inherit it.
(Numbers 14:24 NIV)

Can you produce three witnesses testifying your wholeheartedness toward
Jesus?
One reason why the gospel is not making greater progress in the world today
is that many Christians who are wholehearted in everything else they do are
only half-hearted in their Christian living.
Think about it!
After approximately 45 years of waiting for what God had promised him,
Caleb still held that hope in his heart. You really have to think about what
that means. All those years he still clung to that promise. Now they were not
45 easy years. Think about it. I hear people all the time say, I prayed for
(whatever) and He has not answered me. Well Caleb waited for many, many
years for God to fulfill His promise. It must have been terribly difficult for
Caleb to watch all his friends and companions die through the years. I know
from personal experience how hard it is to watch a friend die or tend to a
family or relative of someone who has died. Believe me, it is not a pleasant
experience. Hardships were abundant: he had no home to speak of, just the
wilderness. And to top it off, Caleb was not chosen to be the leader of God’s
people, Joshua was. Caleb was content to assist Joshua. He was a “second.”
Today, he might be called an assistant pastor.
We know Caleb was a self-starter. He shows this attribute when he spoke up,
defending His faith and obedience in God. He tried to encourage the people,
but they didn’t listen. Caleb stood with Joshua (the future leader of Israel)
and encouraged him.
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Ponder: Obedience comes as the result of our desire to please the Lord.
Obedience is not general, it’s specific.
It wasn’t uncommon in Caleb’s time and it sure is not uncommon now for
people in a leader’s inner circle to betray them. Caleb was definitely an
exceptional man. Most people’s fire for God, if they even had it in the first
place, dies out after a few months. Not Caleb. He had a zest for God, fire in
his heart, his whole life.
Ponder: “When you are so possessed with the Living God that you are, in
your secret heart, pleased and delighted over this peculiar, personal, private,
jealous guardianship and management of the Holy Spirit over your life, you
will have found the vestibule of Heaven.” - L. E. Romaine
As we will see next, there is nothing that can compare to being in the
“INSIDE of Jesus Christ.” If you have not given your life to Jesus, I invite
you to say this simple prayer:
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone, including those we’re closest to, with
compassion and love---no hidden desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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Road of Sanctification Inside Jesus Christ
Caleb - Cowabunga Dude!
Caleb was different than most men. Let’s take a look at Caleb’s zest for life
as a result of him being “INSIDE GOD.” First, Caleb was stoked on life.

Stoked, for you non-surfers, means he was enthusiastic, exhilarated about
life. Look at what he says when he was 85 years old:
“Now then, just as the LORD promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five
years since the time he said this to Moses, while Israel moved about in the
desert. So here I am today, eighty-five years old!
I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I’m just as
vigorous to go out to battle now as I was then.”
(Joshua 14:10-11 NIV emphasis added)

WOW! No matter what your age, how many of us feel like that?
For as long as I can remember people have been searching for the Fountain
of Youth. If you research the Fountain of Youth you find in 5th century BC
Herodotus, a Greek historian, wrote about it. The fountain is supposedly a
spring that restores the youth of anyone who drinks or bathes in its waters. In
the 16th century, the Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de León searched for it in
the Western hemisphere. He was said to have traveled to what is now
Florida in 1513, although this has not been substantiated.
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The first thing we notice is that Caleb was enthusiastic about life.
Enthusiastic is probably an understatement, he was stoked about life.

Verse: 11b, “I'm just as vigorous to go out to battle now as I was then.”
Ponder: Just prior to declaring his vigorous attitude, Caleb gives all credit to
God, verse: 10.
This is one of the keys to Caleb’s attitude, giving all credit to God. How
often do you stop and give credit to God? There is no right or wrong answer
to this, it is never enough.
Caleb didn’t let the onset of aging discourage his outlook about life. As we
get older we develop a discouraging mindset. Many times I have heard
someone remark that old people are crabby. Social disconnectedness and
isolation are not uncommon among the elderly, resulting in a large
population of seniors becoming depressed. Not so much for Caleb. He was
on the “INSIDE.”
Ponder: When you are INSIDE JESUS CHRIST, you are stoked on life.
Caleb was excited about the future. Years before he made his pitch before
the people, saying:
Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, "We should by all
means go up and take possession of it, for we will surely overcome it."
(Numbers 13:30 NASB emphasis added)

Caleb is saying we’re going to kick their booties. Caleb was a true
OVERCOMER.
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Ponder: You also can be an OVERCOMER.
God’s Word has a lot to say about being an OVERCOMER:
For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory
that has overcome the world-- our faith.
(1 John 5:4 NASB)

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!
I have overcome the world.”
(John 16:33 emphasis added)

Overcomers are followers who successfully resist the power and temptation
of the world. An overcomer holds fast to God’s truths no matter what; even
when faced with giants. He does not turn away when times get difficult or
become an apostate. Overcoming requires complete dependence upon God
for direction, purpose, fulfillment, and strength to follow His plan for our
lives, for us---INSIDE JESUS CHRIST. We need to believe that no matter
what challenge we face today, we are “well able to overcome it” with God’s
help. Caleb was “inside” when he argued about going to take and face the
inhabitants of the Promised Land and for decades after. He never became
lost or discouraged. He trusted God’s promises dutifully, as evidenced when
the time had come for them to enter the Promise Land.
Now the men of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You know what the LORD said to
Moses the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you and me.
I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from
Kadesh Barnea to explore the land. And I brought him back a report
according to my convictions,
but my brothers who went up with me made the hearts of the people melt
with fear. I, however, followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly.

251

So on that day Moses swore to me, ‘The land on which your feet have
walked will be your inheritance and that of your children forever, because
you have followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly.’
“Now then, just as the LORD promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five
years since the time he said this to Moses, while Israel moved about in the
desert. So here I am today, eighty-five years old!
I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I’m just as vigorous
to go out to battle now as I was then.
Now give me this hill country that the LORD promised me that day. You
yourself heard then that the Anakites were there and their cities were large
and fortified, but, the LORD helping me, I will drive them out just as he
said.”
(Joshua 14:6-12 NIV emphasis added)

Here is Caleb, eight-five years old and just as strong and vigorous as he was
years ago and he asks for the hill country to prove it. The hill country is
where he was on his spy mission and saw the giants. He wanted to then and
still, eighty-five years later, kick the giant’s booty. And, he does.
Caleb could have asked for an easier part of the land but no, he asked for the
area where the most vicious of all lived, the hill country of the Anakites. So
what made Caleb so fearless throughout his life?
In Numbers 14:24 we find the answer:
But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me
wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his
descendants will inherit it.
Wholeheartedly:
* To follow the Lord wholly means to concentrate all, everything, on
doing this one thing.
No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one
thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead,
(Philippians 3:13 NLT)

"No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the
other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other.”
(Matthew 6:24a NIV)
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* To follow the Lord wholeheartedly means completely, utterly,
absolutely, with heart and soul, and without any reservation---100%.
Do not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin.
Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you
have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right
for the glory of God.
(Romans 6:13 NLT emphasis added)

* To follow the Lord wholeheartedly means to follow Him constantly.
We cannot be on fire for the Lord one day and the next day not.
You cannot sit on the fence.

If we are honest, this is where most of us are, right smack on the top of the
fence. It is impossible to wholly follow the Lord in our own strength. Yet
Caleb did wholly follow, so what secret did he learn?
In Numbers 14: 24, the key to Caleb wholeheartedly following the Lord is
revealed.
But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me
wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his
descendants will inherit it.
He had a different spirit with him. This is the same Spirit you and I are
offered to achieve being “INSIDE JESUS CHRIST.”
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate,
who will never leave you.
He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive
him, because it isn't looking for him and doesn't recognize him. But you
know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in you.
(John 14:16-17 NLT emphasis added)
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Yes, that is the secret: strength and power to follow the Lord wholly is not in
ourselves, but it is in the Holy Spirit and with the Holy Spirit indwelling and
infilling us we can then do as Caleb did: wholly, fully, follow Him, our
glorious Lord!
Ponder: He will be in us and we will be in Him.
Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength.
(Deuteronomy 6:5 NIV emphasis added)

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in
me through their message,
that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.
May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”
(John 17:20-21 NIV emphasis added)

The time has come, now is the time to open your heart and accept Jesus. You
may not get another chance. The Lord is waiting with open arms.
“Lord Jesus, I confess I have sinned and I am sorry for my sins.
I believe You died on the cross and paid the price for my sins.
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
Remember: Heaven reaches down to earth with every act of love. Jesus uses
us each time we reach out to someone, including those we’re closest to, with
compassion and love---no hidden desires or wants.
Do
What
Jesus
Would
Do
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CONCLUSION
A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words

255

It is often said, “A picture is worth a thousand words.” I would like you to
study the above picture and write down what you see represented in this
picture. Then proceed to read my commentary.

Done? Ok, let’s continue.
Over the past few months I have gone through the Revival of Your Heart;
definitely well over a thousand words. We started out with discussing the
Throne of God. We talked about God’s plumb line. A plumb line is a line
with a plumb (weight) attached to it, used for finding the depth of water or
determining the vertical on an upright surface. It has been around for a very
long time. Six times God uses the term plumb line as an idiom for “measures
one’s righteousness.” This is the spiritual application of a plumb line.

In the book of Amos we find out who is holding the plumb line:
Thus He showed me, and behold, the Lord was standing by a vertical wall
with a plumb line in His hand.
The LORD said to me, "What do you see, Amos?" And I said, "A plumb
line." Then the Lord said, "Behold I am about to put a plumb line In the
midst of My people Israel. I will spare them no longer.
(Amos 7:7-8 NASB)

In John’s first writing, the Gospel of John, the first chapter verses 1-5, he
gives us more (meat - fuel - data) to formulate our answer: Who is the
prominent figure in the painting?
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
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He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made.
In him was life, and that life was the light of men.
The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
(John 1:1-5 NIV)

Ponder: “In the beginning was the Word”
John writes this a good period of time after Jesus’ death and resurrection.
John is now an elderly man in his 90’s. He begins his epistle with these
words, “In the beginning was the Word.” Now that might remind you of
another book that starts very similar, the book of Genesis, chapter 1. Moses
begins with “In the beginning” and goes on to talk about God and the
existence of God.
Ponder: The Bible never tries to prove the existence of God.
The Bible just says it’s a simple fact---“I am.”

The great “I AM” is standing at the door.
Next, we look at something the painting does not show us; who is behind the
door. This brings us to the second stage of the Revival of Your Heart Mirror.
Only each of us individually can know “WHO” is behind the door.
Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves.
Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course,
you fail the test?
(2 Corinthians 13:5 NIV)

There are two views; one is from a worldly point of view and the second is
from God’s point of view. Just being a “good” person from a worldly view
does not align your plumb line with God’s.
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Remember the wicked witch in Snow White? She would ask the magic
mirror daily who was the fairest one of all and the mirror would reply that
she was; telling her what she wanted to hear. When we look in the mirror, is
that not what we do? We have a tendency to see things so they please us. We
start living in denial. How many times have we lied to ourselves or others
saying; “I can stop any time I want to,” or “I have the right to choose how I
live my own life,” or “My behavior doesn’t affect anyone but me.”

Come on now, we have all done this. We have rationalized many things.
Churches today have rationalized God’s Word to fit into today’s politically
correct society.
We then went on to discover, it is not about the mirror, it is about the person
looking into the mirror.

The Bible compares God's law to a mirror. Mirrors are helpful, because they
reveal truth to us. For example, how many times do we look in the mirror
each day? Suppose we looked in the mirror and found that we had mustard
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smeared around our mouth. Would we not immediately wash our face and
clean up the problem? In the same way, we need to routinely look at
ourselves in our “SPIRITUAL MIRROR,” the BIBLE.
Ponder: What priority does Bible reading have in your daily routine?
Picture - Bible and cross.jpg

Following the second phase of the Revival of Your Heart, we transition into
the third stage - Grace. Here we begin realizing our true state in relationship
to God’s plumb line. There are many distractions and temptations to prevent
us from achieving our journey’s successful conclusion---eternal life with
Jesus. The Apostle Paul addresses the struggle he and all of us wrestle with
constantly, the fight between the temptations of the flesh and the spirit. It is
a battle we all face.
I do not understand what I do.
For what I want to do I do not do, but
what I hate I do.
(Romans 7:15 NIV)

Sin takes on many forms. In today’s world anyone can have trouble
recognizing it. That doesn’t mean we should just throw in the towel but we
do need God’s great gift of GRACE. In the picture, just the fact that He is
standing at the door represents His GRACE.
For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God.
(Romans 3:23 NIV emphasis added)

So here we have the great “I AM”, Jesus, standing at the door knocking. Do
you have the Faith to open it? Take a good look at the door, there is no peep
hole or window to see who is knocking. There is no door handle on the
outside, therefore it can only be opened from the inside, representing "the
obstinately shut mind", and most disturbingly, the door doesn’t look like it
has been opened in a long time; there are overgrown plants in front of it.
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Ponder: It takes FAITH to open the door.
This whole scenario represents coming to the cross: Revival of Your Heart Cross.
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God.
(Ephesians 2:8 NIV emphasis added)

We’ve talked about Pharaoh and how he hardened his heart toward God and
how God said “Ok, if that is what you want I will harden it for you.” Not
good for Pharaoh. Don’t be like Pharaoh; open your heart to let Jesus in.
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.
(Revelation 3:20 NIV emphasis added)

Invite Jesus in and let Him sit in your bark-a-lounger. Give your life to Him
and let Him control your decisions. You may not get another chance!
We now come to the fifth and final stage - Revival of Your Heart - Spiritual.
In the painting Jesus is holding a light. The light of God is not only physical
as in Genesis 3, but it is God Himself---the spiritual side of God. When the
word ‘cloud’ is used symbolically, it is always a symbol of the Shechinah
Glory. The Shechinah Glory is the visible manifestation of the presence of
God. It is the majestic presence or manifestation of God in which He
descends to dwell among men. Whenever the invisible God becomes visible,
and whenever the omnipresence of God is localized, this is the Shechinah
Glory. The usual title found in Scriptures for the Shechinah Glory is the
glory of Jehovah, or the glory of the Lord.
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The LIGHT:
In him was life, and that life was the light of men.
(John 1:4 NIV emphasis added)

The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.
(John 1:9 NIV emphasis added)

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness
instead of light because their deeds were evil.
Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for
fear that his deeds will be exposed.
But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen
plainly that what he has done has been done through God.”
(John 3:19-21 NIV emphasis added)

Ponder: Have you ever wondered why bars are dimly lit?
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life.”
(John 8:12 NIV emphasis added)

Personal message from Yeshua HaMashiach: “Here I am! I stand at the
door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come
in and eat with him, and he with me.”
He is knocking at YOUR door (YOUR HEART) right now. Will you let
Him in?
I accept You as my savior, and repent of my sins. I thank you
that I am born again with a new heart indwelt by You and
the Holy Spirit. Thank You that I’m now Yours, and that You
will not leave me or forsake me. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen”
PICTURE - I need you lord.jpg
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The ultimate goal for any Christian is revealed to us in Romans 13:14,
“put on the Lord Jesus Christ.”
The Lord is watching those who are believers and their actions---giving of
themselves and their time to comfort and assist those in need.
And you yourself must be an example to them
by doing good works of every kind.
(Titus 2:7a NLT emphasis added)

There is a song by Matthew West, Do Something, that conveys what it
means to abide inside Jesus Christ. For example:
The thought disgusted me
So, I shook my fist at Heaven
Said, “God, why don’t You do something?”
He said, “I did, yeah, I created you”
(emphasis added)

I have known so many people who profess to be Christians and yet they sit
on their back-sides doing nothing for Him. I have heard just about all the
excuses why they don’t but when they come before Jesus at the Bema seat I
think they are going to have a rude awakening. I am currently participating
in a PhD program at a Bible College. The program is in the discipline of
ministry philosophy. They had been observing the PJS Ministry for years
and since it is “outside the box” thought it would be a good candidate for
their PhD program. I point to this to motivate you to think outside the box.
Another example regarding outside the box thinking is for over a decade I let
my hair grow---not an easy thing to do. I know people were thinking I was
off-my-trolley. One person told me that I can’t be a Christian having long
hair because Jesus didn’t have His hair long. HUH?
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When I finally had my hair cut, it was just a little less than four feet long and
donated to Children with Hair Loss.

This was just one of the tasks our Lord let me do. All credit goes to Jesus.
You too can be used for the Lord. Pay attention and listen for Him.
One final comment; I would have never imagined in my wildest dreams,
Jesus would take a wretch like me and perform unbelievable works. I truly
can testify it is not me but me in Jesus and Him in me. AMEN!
Ponder: The ability to rejoice in any situation is a sign of spiritual maturity.
You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.
(Jeremiah 29:13 NIV emphasis added)

Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him.
(1 John 3:24a ESV)

We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding,
so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true by
being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.
(1 John 5:20 NIV emphasis added)

By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us,
because He has given us of His Spirit.
(1 John 4:13 NASB emphasis added)

GOD Bless,
Chaplain Billy
DWJWD

