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Who are the Divas on the Bima?
The Divas are four of the top Cantors in the Conservative movement.  The artists, Jen Cohen, Magda Fishman, Alisa Pomerantz-Boro and Elizabeth Shammash, represent current and future leadership in the cantorate and in the Cantors Assembly.  (The Cantors Assembly is the largest organization of professional hazzanim. Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro is the current President of the CA.)  

Their musical program has a wide variety of styles, guaranteeing something for every taste. In addition to traditional Jewish music, the Divas perform in various combinations, singing Israeli, Broadway and pop numbers. 

According to Cantor Jack Chomsky of Congregation Tifereth Israel, Columbus, Ohio,  “’Divas on the Bima’ is their title.  They are divas only in the sense that they are fabulous singers and performers.  Outside of that – offstage – they are hardly divas!  They are among the hardest working, most sincere and generous colleagues I know.  And as Immediate Past President of the Cantors Assembly, I know a lot of colleagues!” 
http://www.divasonthebima.com

The Divas

Hazzan Jen Cohen, soprano, grew up in Easton, PA and earned a B.A. in East Asian Studies, Magna Cum Laude, from Yale University. She then moved to Nashville, TN, and toured the U.S. playing universities, recording two CDs and earning nominations for Campus Entertainer of the Year three years running. With a love of Jewish music and transformative experiences in volunteer and interfaith work while in Nashville, she entered the Jewish Theological Seminary, where she explored the intersection of her pop music background and the traditional melodies of the synagogue. Upon graduating, Cantor Cohen received the Womens League of Conservative Judaism Kol Isha Award. In 2010, Chancellor Arnold Eisen named her to the task force to restructure the H.L. Miller Cantorial School at JTS. Hazzan Cohen serves Temple Beth Shalom of Cherry Hill, NJ.  

Hazzan Magda Fishman, mezzo-soprano, is a cantor, singer, musician, and songwriter who has a large following among a wide spectrum of audiences. She has created a unique blend of traditional and contemporary styles. Her repertoire includes Israeli songs, jazz, liturgical masterpieces, musical theater and her own compositions.  She was chosen in the Israel Defense Forces to be the soloist with the internationally respected Israeli Army Orchestra, where she also played trumpet, often performing for visiting world leaders.  She came to the U.S. as part of the Tel Aviv-Broadway Musical Theatre Project, continuing her musical studies at the Manhattan School of Music, the Tisch School of the Arts at N.Y.U. and the William Esper Studio for professional acting, and she is a recipient of the prestigious America-Israel Cultural Foundation scholarship.

 Hazzan Fishman has performed at the Prague State Opera, Kennedy Center, National Gallery of Canada, First Night Festival in Boston, 92nd Street Y Festival, Philadelphia Museum of Art, Potato Jazz Club in Los Angeles, Walter Reade Theater, Town Hall, AIPAC, The Apollo Theater, The Jewish Museum of Heritage and the Israeli Embassies in Washington and NYC. Most recently she was featured at the annual (American-Israel Culture Foundation) gala at Jazz at Lincoln Center and for the Folksbiene (National Yiddish Theater) in an event honoring Elie Wiesel.  She also produced a fabulous concert a few weeks ago at the USCJ centennial celebration in Baltimore.

Hazzan Fishman is a graduate of the Jewish Theological Seminary's H.L. Miller Cantorial School.   She served as the Intern Cantor at Congregation Beit Simchat Torah in Manhattan, and from 2011-13 at Congregation Beth Am in Los Angeles as their full-time cantor. She currently serves North Shore Synagogue in Syosset, NY, where she makes her home with husband Zarin Keydar and son Yair. She recently released a CD with her band, Magda and Shorashim, which can be found on her website atwww.shorashimmusic.com.
Hazzan Alisa Pomerantz-Boro, soprano, grew up on Mercer Island, Washington, in a rabbinic home, instilled with a love of Judaism and music. From an early age, she knew she would continue the long family line of rabbis, cantors and educators. Hazzan Pomerantz-Boro was invested as a Hazzan and earned her degree in Sacred Jewish Music from the Cantors Institute of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, where she was awarded the Jacobson Memorial Prize in Hazzanut. She also holds a B.A. in Near Eastern Studies and Music from the University of Washington. 

Hazzan Pomerantz-Boro serves as the cantor of Congregation Beth El in Voorhees, NJ. While in cantorial school, she held the position of assistant cantor at New York’s prestigious Park Avenue Synagogue. Following her investiture, she was the Hazzan at Tifereth Israel Synagogue in San Diego, CA for 13 years. In May 1991, Hazzan Pomerantz-Boro was among the first 14 women to be inducted into the Cantors Assembly, and currently serves as President.
Hazzan Pomerantz-Boro is known for her moving renditions of liturgical music and enjoys concertizing throughout the country. The Milwaukee Jewish Chronicle reported,“The controversy a few years back about admitting women to the Cantors Assembly should be quieted for good after hearing San Diego Cantor Alisa Pomerantz-Boro sing Moshe Ganchoff’s Yiru Einenu.” After one concert performance, The Washington Post reported, “The evening’s finest moment came in the powerful chanting of the prayer Modim by Cantor Alisa Pomerantz-Boro, whose voice has all the earthiness and intensity of the finest folk singers.” 
Hazzan Pomerantz-Boro was featured in a nationally televised ABC special, “At Evening I Seek You,” on the Showtime television documentary, “An American Tapestry” and on “Good Morning, Lithuania.”  She has appeared with the Los Angeles Jewish Symphony at the Disney Concert Hall, as well as with the San Diego Symphony Orchestra at Symphony Hall in San Diego, premiering her composition "Modim -We Give Thanks" which appears on her solo CD of the same name. She was thrilled to have released her second CD, "Together As One", duets of praise and inspiration, with her close friend and collaborator, Hazzan David Propis. Several of her recordings have been selected for the highly regarded "Spirit of....." CD series of Conservative Jewish Hazzanim. Her music can be heard on iTunes, Amazon, CDbaby.com, and Sirius/XM radio. Alisa was recipient of the 2011 Hiddur Mitzvah Award, presented by Masorti Olami/World Council of Conservative Synagogues. 

Hazzan Pomerantz-Boro married to Stephen Boro, and the mother of Rebecca and Joshua. http://www.alisapomerantzboro.com
Scott Stein, Accompanist, is a New York-based pianist, composer, songwriter and conductor. He was born and raised in Akron.  Scott holds a B.Mus. in Composition from the Ohio State University School of Music.  He is in demand as a collaborator, conducting four vocal and choral ensembles and playing with several bands in the New York metro area. He is also a recent winner of the Guild of Temple Musicians’ Young Composer Award and is the conductor of New York’s HaZamir Choir.  More information on his various projects can be found at www.scottsteinmusic.com.
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