
The Doctrine of Angels 
All Scriptures are from the English Standard Version unless otherwise indicated. 

Introduction 
This treatise will present an overview of the doctrine of Angelology, the biblical teaching about 
angels. The term "angel" simply means "a messenger," which can refer to a spiritual or human 
messenger depending on the context.  

The doctrine of Angelology deals specifically with the spiritual beings that God created to serve 
as His messengers. Angelology deals with the nature, organization, and ministry of these 
angels. We will explore their invisible spiritual nature, the time of their creation, the number of 
angels God created, and their personal attributes like intellect, emotion, and will.  

We will also discuss the different types of angels, including cherubim and seraphim, as well as 
their organization with ranks like archangels. We will also discuss the distinction between holy 
angels who serve God and the fallen angels who rebelled against Him.  

Finally, we will cover the ministry of angels, highlighting their roles in worshiping God, delivering 
messages, protecting believers, and carrying out divine judgments. Through this study, we will 
better understand the role that angels play in God's divine order and His ongoing plan for 
creation. 

The Nature of Angels 
Angels are unique, personal beings created by God for specific roles in His divine plan. 
Understanding their nature involves recognizing their origin, characteristics, and the ways in 
which they interact with the physical and spiritual realms. Scripture reveals the essential aspects 
of angelic beings, shedding light on their created state, personal qualities, and spiritual 
attributes. 

Angels Are Created Beings 

1. Creation by God 
Angels are not eternal or self-existent; they were created by God. Psalm 148:1–5 commands all 
of creation to praise the LORD, including "His angels," stating that He "commanded and they 
were created." 

Angels were brought into existence by the direct command of God, demonstrating their 
complete dependence on Him for their existence. The Bible also reveals that God created all 
things through Christ, which would include the angels. Colossians 1:16 says that "by Him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities—all things were created through Him and for Him." 
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The Bible also indicates that the angels were created before the material universe. In Job 38:7, 
God speaks of the "morning stars" singing together and "all the sons of God" shouting for joy 
during the laying of the earth's foundations, suggesting their presence at the time of creation. 

So, angels existed before humanity and have witnessed God’s plan unfolding throughout 
history. The Bible doesn’t provide the exact number of angels that God created. However, in 
Matthew 26:53, Jesus said that He could request twelve legions of angels, and the Father would 
instantly provide Him with over 70,000 angelic warriors. Daniel 7:10 and Revelation 5:11 also 
say that there are myriads of myriads surrounding God’s throne, implying that there were 
millions upon millions of angels that couldn’t be counted. 

2. Finite and Limited 
While angels possess remarkable abilities, they are finite creatures with limitations. Daniel 
9:21–23 gives an account of the angel Gabriel, who was sent to Daniel in response to his 
prayer. Gabriel had to travel from one place to another, showing that angels are not 
omnipresent. Although they can move swiftly and perform incredible feats, they remain bound 
by space and time, unlike God, who is omnipresent. 

Angels also have limited knowledge. In Matthew 24:36, Jesus said that the angels do not know 
the day or hour of His return: "But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only." This lack of complete knowledge 
underscores the distinction between angels and God, who alone is omniscient. 

Angels Are Personal Beings 
Angels are not mere spiritual forces or abstract powers; they are personal beings with intellect, 
emotion, and will. Their interactions with both God and humanity demonstrate these personal 
attributes. 

1. Intellect 
Angels possess remarkable intelligence. 1 Peter 1:12 reveals that angels long to investigate the 
unfolding mystery of salvation, suggesting they are eager to understand God’s plan. Throughout 
Scripture, angels display an understanding of God’s purposes and act in ways that align with His 
will, such as Gabriel’s careful explanation of God’s plan to Mary in Luke 1:26–38. 

2. Emotion 
Angels also experience emotion. Job 38:7 indicates that the "morning stars" (a reference to 
angels) sang and rejoiced when God created the world. In Luke 15:10, Jesus also taught that 
"there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents." Angels express joy and 
praise when God’s purposes are fulfilled, showing that they are capable of emotional responses. 

3. Free Will 
Angels have the capacity to make choices, including the choice to rebel against God. This is 
most clearly demonstrated in the fall of Satan and his angels, who chose to oppose God and 
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were cast out of heaven. John 16:11 speaks of the "ruler of this world" being judged, referring to 
Satan, the leader of the rebellious angels. This capacity for moral decision-making distinguishes 
angels as personal beings with the ability to make choices. 

Angels Are Spiritual Beings 

1. Greater Than Humans 
Angels are spiritual beings, and this sets them apart from humans in several ways. Hebrews 2:7 
says that angels are greater than humans in certain ways: "You made him [mankind] for a little 
while lower than the angels." While humans are created in the image of God, angels possess 
certain capabilities that exceed human limitations. For example, angels are described as 
possessing great strength. 2 Peter 2:11 refers to angels as "greater in might and power," 
emphasizing their superior abilities. 

2. Immortal and Non-Procreative 
Unlike humans, angels do not die. Luke 20:36 states that those who share in the resurrection 
from the dead like the angels and "cannot die anymore." Angels are immortal beings who do not 
experience physical death as humans do. Matthew 22:30 also says that angels do not marry or 
procreate, which is another way that their nature differs from that of humanity. 

3. Invisible but Capable of Manifesting 
Although angels are spiritual beings and are normally invisible to human eyes, they can appear 
in physical form. Colossians 1:16 says that angels belong to the "invisible" realm, yet Scripture 
records many instances where angels appeared in visible form. 

In Genesis 18:1–5, the LORD and two angels appeared to Abraham as men and ate a meal 
with him. Other times, their appearance was striking and supernatural, such as Daniel 10:5–6, 
where an angel appeared with a face "like lightning" and eyes "like flaming torches." And, in 
Matthew 28:3, when the women went to the tomb of Jesus, they encountered an angel whose 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing was "white as snow." 

These examples show that while angels are inherently spiritual beings, they can manifest 
themselves in physical ways to accomplish God’s plan. 

Angels are truly extraordinary beings with a unique role in God’s creation. Created by God 
before the foundation of the world, they possess intellect, emotion, and free will, setting them 
apart as personal beings. As spiritual beings, they exceed human capabilities in power and 
immortality but remain finite and dependent on God. Their interactions with both God and 
humanity demonstrate their essential place in the fulfillment of God's plan, both in the heavenly 
realm and in the world. 

The Organization of Angels 
The Bible reveals that angels are not chaotic or unstructured beings. They are highly organized 
and operate within a structured hierarchy, with specific roles and responsibilities. This 
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organization reflects God's order and wisdom, as it enables angels to carry out their various 
ministries. Several passages of Scripture offer insights into this hierarchy and the distribution of 
authority among the angels. 

Ranks and Titles of Angels 

1. The Archangel 
The Bible uses the term "archangel" to indicate a high-ranking angel with authority over other 
angels. Jude 1:9 identifies Michael as "the archangel," implying that he may be the only one with 
this title. Daniel 12:1 describes him as "the great prince who has charge of your people," 
referring to the Jewish nation. In this role, Michael contends with the forces of evil that seek to 
harm God’s chosen people. In Revelation 12:7, Michael leads an angelic army in a war against 
Satan and his fallen angels. His leadership in this cosmic battle highlights his unique authority 
within the angelic ranks and that he plays a significant role in spiritual warfare. 

2. Cherubim and Seraphim 
The Bible also mentions the cherubim and seraphim as two other specific groups of angels. The 
cherubim are often associated with the presence and glory of God. Genesis 3:24 says that God 
placed cherubim with flaming swords at the entrance of the Garden of Eden to guard the way to 
the tree of life after Adam and Eve's expulsion. This suggests that cherubim function as guards 
or protectors. Ezekiel 1 and 10 describe the cherubim as living creatures with four wings and 
four faces, symbolizing their role in carrying God’s portable throne in any direction. 

Isaiah 6:1–3 describes the seraphim, with their six wings, standing above God’s throne, calling 
out, "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!" The seraphim 
seem to have a special role in worshiping and proclaiming God’s holiness. Their name in 
Hebrew means "burning ones," which may symbolize their purity or zeal in serving God. 

3. Other Angelic Ranks 
The Bible also suggests that there are other ranks and classes of angels. Daniel 10:13 says that 
Michael is "one of the chief princes," implying that there are other high-ranking angels with other 
subordinates under them. Colossians 1:16 says that Christ created all things, "whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities," which implies that He established different levels of 
authority and functions among the angels when He created them. While the specific roles of 
these various ranks are not always fully explained in Scripture, angels aren’t equal in power or 
responsibility. 

4. Gabriel, the Messenger 
The Bible also mentions the angel Gabriel by name. In contrast to Michael’s role as a warrior, 
Gabriel serves as a personal messenger from God. Gabriel’s name means "God is my 
strength," and he appears several times in Scripture to deliver critical messages. In Daniel 
9:21–27, Gabriel revealed the seventy weeks prophecy to Daniel, explaining future events in 
God’s plan of salvation. In the New Testament, Gabriel announced the birth of John the Baptist 
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and Jesus. In Luke 1:19, Gabriel told Zechariah, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 
and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news." Likewise, in Luke 1:26–38, 
Gabriel appeared to Mary to announce that she would give birth to the Messiah. 

Organization in the Fallen Realm 
Just as holy angels have a structured hierarchy, the fallen angels also maintain a hierarchical 
structure, mimicking the organization of holy angels. This highlights the reality of spiritual 
warfare between these different ranks of angels and demonic powers. 

In John 16:11, Jesus referred to Satan as the "ruler of this world" indicating his position of 
authority over demonic forces. In Mark 5:9, Jesus encountered a demon-possessed man whose 
demons identified themselves as "Legion," implying there were many demons organized in 
ranks under a single commander, with some having more power and authority than others. 
Ephesians 6:12 categorizes these fallen angels into "rulers, authorities, cosmic powers, and 
spiritual forces of evil." This structured hierarchy allows demons to carry out Satan’s plans in a 
systematic and comprehensive manner. 

The organization of angels reflects the order and structure of God's creation. Michael and 
Gabriel hold special roles of authority and service, and other angels operate in different ranks 
and functions within God's heavenly government. Even fallen angels maintain a powerful 
hierarchy, but their rebellion against God Almighty will ultimately fail. Through this organization, 
the holy angels serve as both warriors and messengers, fulfilling God's purposes in the spiritual 
and physical realms. This clear structure in the angelic world highlights God’s wisdom and 
sovereignty in His creation, even as spiritual warfare continues between the forces of good and 
evil. 

The Ministry of Angels 
Angels play an active and diverse role in both the spiritual and physical realms. They serve as 
God's messengers and agents, carrying out His will and protecting His people. The ministry of 
angels is multifaceted, encompassing various responsibilities toward God, Christ, believers, and 
even unbelievers. Their roles reveal the depth of their involvement in God's plan, showing them 
to be crucial actors in the unfolding of human history and salvation. 

Ministry Toward God 
Angels are first and foremost servants of God, and their primary responsibility is to worship and 
serve Him. In Revelation 4:8, angels are continually praising God: "And the four living creatures, 
each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never 
cease to say, 'Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!'" This 
passage highlights the ceaseless devotion and reverence that angels offer to God. Their 
worship reflects God's holiness and majesty, and they take part in glorifying His name eternally. 

In addition to worship, God gives the angels various tasks as part of His government over the 
universe. Psalm 103:20 declares, "Bless the LORD, O you His angels, you mighty ones who do 
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His word, obeying the voice of His word!" Here, the Psalmist highlights the obedience and 
readiness of angels to carry out God's commands. Angels act as His agents in both the 
heavenly and earthly realms, doing whatever He decrees. As we saw earlier, in Daniel 10:13, 
Michael intervened in a spiritual conflict at God’s command, demonstrating that angels 
participate in both worship and warfare as part of their service to God. 

Ministry Toward Christ 
Throughout Christ’s life and ministry, angels played key roles in significant moments, 
highlighting their connection to God’s plan of salvation. One of the most well-known angelic 
appearances is Gabriel’s announcement to Mary of the coming Messiah. In Luke 1:30–31, 
Gabriel said, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus." Gabriel’s message 
marked the beginning of Christ’s earthly ministry, and emphasized the role of angels as 
messengers who reveal God's redemptive plan to humanity. 

Angels also ministered directly to Christ. After Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, Matthew 4:11 
says, "Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to Him." This 
shows that angels not only delivered messages but also provided physical and emotional 
support to Christ during His earthly struggles. Likewise, in Luke 22:43, during Jesus’ agony in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, "there appeared to Him an angel from heaven, strengthening Him." 
Angels encouraged Christ during key moments of suffering, helping Him to complete His work. 

Angels were present at the empty tomb, announcing Christ’s resurrection. In Matthew 28:5–6, 
an angel told the women who came to the tomb: "Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek 
Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for He has risen, as He said." Here, an angel testified 
about the resurrection, declaring the central truth of the Christian faith. Angels also attended 
Christ’s ascension into heaven. In Acts 1:10–11, two angels told the disciples, "This Jesus, who 
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw Him go into heaven." 
So, angels proclaimed Christ’s birth, announced His resurrection, and predicted His return, 
illustrating their role in revealing God’s plan of salvation. 

Ministry Toward Believers 
One of the most comforting truths for Christians is the knowledge that angels are actively 
involved in the lives of believers. Angels act as protectors, messengers, and guides for God’s 
people. 

1. Protection and Deliverance 
Scripture also teaches that angels protect those who belong to God. Psalm 91:11–12 says, "For 
He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. On their hands they 
will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone." This passage reveals that angels 
watch over God’s people, guarding them from harm. 

One of the clearest examples of angelic protection is found in Daniel 6, where God sent an 
angel to save Daniel from certain death in the lion’s den. Daniel 6:22 records Daniel’s testimony: 
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"My God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they have not harmed me." This shows 
how angels can deliver God’s people in times of danger. 

Angels not only protect but also deliver believers from trouble. In Acts 5:19–20, an angel 
opened the prison doors and set the apostles free, telling them, "Go and stand in the temple and 
speak to the people all the words of this Life." Here, angels intervened to ensure that God’s 
servants continued proclaiming the gospel, showing their role in advancing the spread of God’s 
kingdom. 

2. Guidance and Revelation 
In addition to protection, angels guide and reveal God’s truth to believers. In Acts 8:26, an angel 
directed Philip to meet the Ethiopian eunuch, leading to the conversion of this man who would 
carry the gospel to Ethiopia. The angel's guidance helped orchestrate a divine encounter that 
had far-reaching effects. Likewise, in Acts 10, an angel appeared to Cornelius and told him to 
send for Peter, leading to the first Gentile conversion and the expansion of the church. These 
instances highlight the role of angels in guiding believers to fulfill God’s plan. 

Angels also play a role in revealing God’s truth. In Galatians 3:19, Paul explained that the Law 
was "put in place through angels by an intermediary." This shows that angels had a hand in 
delivering the Mosaic Law to Israel, revealing God’s will for His people. Although angels do not 
supersede Christ as the ultimate revealer of truth, they are important agents in conveying God’s 
instructions to His people. 

3. Encouragement and Strengthening 
Angels also provide encouragement and strength to believers. In Acts 27:23–24, an angel 
appeared to Paul during a storm at sea, assuring him that his life would be spared so he could 
stand before Caesar. The angel’s message gave Paul the courage to continue his mission, 
despite the perilous circumstances. This shows how angels encourage believers, helping them 
persevere in the face of trials. 

Ministry Toward Unbelievers 
While angels primarily serve God’s people, their ministry also extends to unbelievers, especially 
in the context of judgment. Matthew 13:41 describes how, at the end of the age, "The Son of 
Man will send His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all causes of sin and all 
law-breakers." Angels will play a central role in executing God's judgment, separating the 
righteous from the wicked and bringing God's justice to completion. 

In Genesis 19, angels carried out God’s judgment on the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
The angels warned Lot and his family to flee and then rained down destruction on those cities. 
This account demonstrates that angels not only warn of impending judgment but also act as 
agents of God's wrath against sin. 

Conclusion 
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The ministry of angels is vast and varied, covering everything from worshiping God to protecting 
believers, from delivering divine messages to executing judgment. Angels serve as an extension 
of God’s will, working in the spiritual realm to accomplish His purpose in both the heavenly and 
earthly spheres. Their ministry reflects the power, wisdom, and sovereignty of God, and offers 
believers a profound sense of comfort, knowing that these mighty beings are working on their 
behalf according to God's plan. 

Bibliography 
House, H. Wayne. Charts of Christian Theology & Doctrine. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 

1992. 

Ryrie, Charles C. Basic Theology. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1986. 

Published by Didactic Ministries 

© 2024–2026 Didactic Ministries. All rights reserved. 

www.didacticministries.org 

8 


	The Doctrine of Angels 
	Introduction 
	The Nature of Angels 
	Angels Are Created Beings 
	1. Creation by God 
	2. Finite and Limited 

	Angels Are Personal Beings 
	1. Intellect 
	2. Emotion 
	3. Free Will 

	Angels Are Spiritual Beings 
	1. Greater Than Humans 
	2. Immortal and Non-Procreative 
	3. Invisible but Capable of Manifesting 


	The Organization of Angels 
	Ranks and Titles of Angels 
	1. The Archangel 
	2. Cherubim and Seraphim 
	3. Other Angelic Ranks 
	4. Gabriel, the Messenger 

	Organization in the Fallen Realm 

	The Ministry of Angels 
	Ministry Toward God 
	Ministry Toward Christ 
	Ministry Toward Believers 
	1. Protection and Deliverance 
	2. Guidance and Revelation 
	3. Encouragement and Strengthening 

	Ministry Toward Unbelievers 

	Conclusion 
	Bibliography 
	House, H. Wayne. Charts of Christian Theology & Doctrine. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1992. 
	Ryrie, Charles C. Basic Theology. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1986. 



