
The Doctrine of Satan 
All Scriptures are from the English Standard Version unless otherwise indicated. 

Introduction 
This treatise will present an overview of Demonology, the doctrine of Satan and the demons. 
Demonology covers the biblical teaching about the origin, nature, and fall of Satan. This 
includes his goals, activities, power, and influence over this world. Believers must understand 
the spiritual environment and battle that they face if they want to defend themselves against this 
potent foe. 

Demonology also examines the origin, nature, and fall of the demons, who followed Satan into 
sin and constitute an army of darkness arrayed against Christians. This also includes the biblical 
teaching about their activities, the abyss where many are currently confined, their release during 
the Great Tribulation, their defeat by Jesus Christ, and their final punishment. 

The Reality of Satan 

Satan Is a Personal Being 
Satan is not merely a personification of evil; he is a real being. The Bible describes him as an 
active opponent of God, constantly working to oppose God’s plans, and Jesus often referred to 
Satan, leaving no doubt about his existence. 

In Matthew 13:39, Jesus called Satan "the enemy," and in Luke 10:18, He said, "I saw Satan fall 
like lightning from heaven." Jesus’ words confirm that Satan is not a fictional figure but a real 
being engaged in conflict with God. 

Evidence of Personality 
Scripture also confirms Satan’s existence through the personal traits and pronouns used to 
describe him. These characteristics show that Satan is more than just a force or idea. 

The Traits of Personality 
First, he has intelligence. In 2 Corinthians 11:3, Paul warned the church that "the serpent 
deceived Eve by his cunning." 

Second, he has emotions. In Revelation 12:17, John wrote that Satan "became furious with the 
woman." In Luke 22:31, Jesus told Peter that "Satan demanded to have you," showing his 
desire to harm believers. 

Third, he has free will. 2 Timothy 2:26 says that Satan tries to snare people “to do his will.” 
Satan’s actions are not robotic; they come from his own choices. He exercises his will to entrap 
people and lead them away from God’s truth. 
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The Pronouns of Personality 
Scripture refers to Satan using personal pronouns, which is additional evidence for his 
personhood. 

In Job 1:6–8, God asks Satan questions using personal pronouns to address him, such as, 
“From where have you come?” and “Have you considered my servant Job?” 

Satan is real, personal, and actively working against God and His people. Understanding 
Satan’s reality as a personal being prepares believers to recognize his schemes and resist his 
influence. Rather than dismissing Satan as a mere symbol of evil, we should be alert and 
equipped, knowing that this adversary is cunning and willing to use his power to deceive and 
destroy. Scripture urges us to take him seriously while relying on God’s power and instruction to 
overcome his attacks. 

The Creation and Fall of Satan 
Understanding Satan’s origin and fall helps us grasp the nature of his activity and influence. 
Contrary to popular misconceptions, Satan is not equal to God in power or wisdom; he is a 
created being who fell from his original state. The Bible offers insight into Satan’s nature, 
creation, and fall, showing that he is a finite being who once held a high position in God’s 
heavenly order. 

His Nature 

He Is a Created Being 
Colossians 1:16 says, "For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible." God alone is eternal and uncreated. He made all things through Christ, and that 
includes Satan, who, despite his power and cunning, is still subject to the limitations of a created 
being. Satan is not omnipotent, omnipresent, or omniscient as God is. Satan’s abilities, while 
formidable, are finite. 

He Is a Spirit Being 
Ezekiel 28:14 describes him as a guardian cherub, who walked among the stones of fire on the 
holy mountain of God, indicating that he originally held a high position among the angels. Like 
other angels, Satan is a spiritual being without a physical body, although he can influence and 
control physical reality. 

The Time of His Creation 
Job 38:7 says that "the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy" 
when God laid the foundation of the earth. This implies that God created the angels, including 
this guardian cherub, before He created the material universe. 

His Original State and Fall 
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Ezekiel 28:12 says that he was "full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.” Verse 13 says that he was 
“in Eden, the garden of God,” and he was covered in gold and jewels. Verse 15 says he was 
blameless from the day he was created until unrighteousness was found in him. Satan did not 
start out as an evil being. His beauty and splendor were unmatched, and he had a privileged 
role in the heavenly realm; but he chose rebellion, and this free act led to his downfall. 

The Cause of His Fall 
Ezekiel 28:17 states, "Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom 
for the sake of your splendor." Satan’s sin began with pride. He became so enamored with his 
own beauty and position that he sought to challenge God Himself. His arrogance led him to 
rebel against his Creator, setting in motion the conflict between good and evil that continues to 
this day. 

The Results of Satan’s Sin 
Satan’s rebellion had widespread consequences in both the spiritual and physical realms. 

He Corrupted Other Angels 
Revelation 12:7 describes a war in heaven, where Michael and his angels fought against the 
dragon and his angels. This suggests that a significant number of angels joined Satan in his 
rebellion. 

He Controls Humanity 
Ephesians 2:2 calls him “the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the 
sons of disobedience.” The Bible teaches that Satan holds significant sway over fallen humanity. 
Apart from God’s saving grace, people are under Satan’s control, following his lead in rebellion 
against God. 

He Rules This World 
In John 16:11, Jesus referred to Satan as the "ruler of this world." Although Satan’s reign is 
limited and temporary, he currently has authority over the systems and values of this world. He 
uses his influence to oppose God’s kingdom at every turn. 

His Names Illustrate His Character 
The various names and titles given to Satan in Scripture reveal his character and activity: 

Revelation 12:9 refers to him as “the Great Dragon,” which symbolically portrays his power and 
fierce opposition to God’s people. Next, he is called “the ancient serpent,” which reminds us of 
Satan’s deceptive nature, first revealed in the Garden of Eden, when he deceived Eve. He is 
also called “the Devil,” which means "the slanderer." This highlights his work of spreading lies 
and false accusations against God and His people. He is also known as “Satan,” which is a 
Hebrew term that means "the adversary." This points to his role as the chief opponent of God 
and His people. 
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In John 17:15, Jesus called him “the Evil One,” showing his moral corruption and wickedness. 
Matthew 4:3 refers to him as “the tempter,” because he tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden 
and Jesus in the wilderness. This reveals Satan’s goal to lead people into sin. Luke 11:15 refers 
to him as “Beelzebub,” the chief or ruler of the demons. In 2 Corinthians 6:15, Paul calls him 
“Belial,” meaning "worthlessness" or "wickedness," which illustrates his complete moral 
depravity. 

Satan’s creation and fall reveal the depth of his rebellion against God. Though he was created in 
beauty and power, his pride led to his downfall, and now he seeks to oppose God’s plan at 
every turn. Satan can’t match God’s power, so his ultimate defeat is certain. As believers, we 
must be aware of his schemes, resist his influence, and trust in the victory that Christ has 
already won. 

The Activities of Satan 
Satan’s actions reveal the depth of his opposition to God, Christ, and humanity. While he is a 
defeated foe, he continues to work against God’s plan through deception, temptation, and direct 
attacks. His tactics vary, adapting to the situation and the target, whether it’s nations, 
unbelievers, or believers. Scripture shows that Satan is relentless, but Christians can resist his 
influence. 

Satan’s Work against Christ 
From the beginning, in the Garden of Eden, God foretold Satan’s enmity toward Christ. Genesis 
3:15 says, "He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel." This prophecy 
foreshadowed the ongoing struggle between Christ and Satan through the ages. 

Satan repeatedly tried to stop Christ during His earthly ministry. In Matthew 4:1–11, Satan tried 
to tempt Jesus, but He resisted each temptation by following Scripture. During the Last Supper, 
Satan entered Judas, leading to Christ’s betrayal. John 13:27 says, "Then after he had taken 
the morsel, Satan entered into him." Satan’s plot to destroy Jesus at the cross seemed 
successful, but Christ’s resurrection secured Satan’s ultimate defeat. 

Satan’s Work against God 
Satan’s primary strategy is to oppose God and establish his own kingdom. He began his 
rebellion by deceiving Eve in the Garden, promising that she could "be like God" (Genesis 3:5). 
This was Satan’s way of undermining God’s authority and promoting a selfish mindset of 
independence from Him. 

During Christ’s earthly ministry, Satan tried to divert Jesus from His mission by offering Him 
earthly glory without the suffering of the cross. Today, Satan promotes ungodliness through false 
religion. In 2 Timothy 3:5, Paul warned believers about a false spirituality “having the 
appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.” 

Satan will even disguise himself and his agents, so they can operate covertly among believers. 
2 Corinthians 11:13–15 says, “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising 
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themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel 
of light. So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of 
righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.” 

Satan’s Work against Nations 
Satan’s influence is not limited to individuals; he also works to deceive entire nations. Revelation 
12:9 says, “And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil 
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world….” 1 Chronicles 21:1 states, “Then Satan stood 
against Israel and incited David to number Israel.” 

Satan’s Work against Unbelievers 
Satan works hard to keep individual unbelievers in spiritual darkness. 2 Corinthians 4:4 says, 
"The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel." In Mark 4:15, Jesus said, “And these are the ones along the path, where the 
word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown 
in them.” In 1 Thessalonians 2:18, Paul also said that Satan was hindering the progress of his 
ministry. 

Satan blinds unbelievers through false religions, worldly philosophies, and carnal distractions 
that prevent them from coming to faith in Christ. He will offer people a counterfeit spirituality that 
may come in the form of asceticism, immorality, or occult practices. These deceptions promise 
freedom but lead to bondage. Only the power of God can break this spiritual blindness and open 
the eyes of unbelievers to the truth of the Gospel. 

Satan’s Work against Believers 

Satan, the Tempter 
Satan tries to lead believers into sin, often through subtle temptations. Scripture calls him "the 
tempter," and he manipulates believers by pushing them to conform to social pressures or give 
in to selfishness. In Acts 5:1–4, Satan filled Ananias’ heart, leading him to steal and lie to the 
Holy Spirit. 

In 1 Corinthians 7:5, Paul warned married Christians, “Do not deprive one another, except 
perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then 
come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.” 

Satan, the Adversary 
Satan is also the adversary of believers, constantly opposing their efforts to live for Christ. He 
does this by accusing them of sin and applying pressure to make them stumble. 1 Peter 5:8 
warns Christians that, "Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour." 

Revelation 12:10 calls him the "accuser of our brothers…the one who accuses them day and 
night before our God.” This shows his relentless determination to tear others down. 2 
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Corinthians 2:5–8 reveals that Satan can exploit unresolved guilt and excessive sorrow to 
oppress believers and overwhelm them. 

While Satan is cunning and powerful, he is not invincible. Through Christ’s victory on the cross, 
Satan’s defeat is guaranteed. Believers are equipped by God to withstand his attacks through 
the power of the Holy Spirit and the truth of Scripture. Although Satan continues to work against 
God’s people, his defeat is certain, and believers can stand firm in the assurance of Christ’s 
ultimate triumph. 

The Reality of Demons 
While some dismiss demons as relics of ancient superstition, the Bible offers clear and 
consistent affirmation of their existence. The growing interest in witchcraft, astrology, and the 
occult has brought renewed belief in the spirit world, and the Bible leaves no doubt that demons 
are real, dangerous, and active forces opposed to God’s will. 

The Testimony of Scripture 

The Testimony of the Old Testament 
Although references to demons are not as frequent in the Old Testament, they do appear. 
Leviticus 17:7 says, “So they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices to goat demons, after whom 
they whore. This shall be a statute forever for them throughout their generations.” Deuteronomy 
32:17 also says, “They sacrificed to demons that were no gods, to gods they had never known, 
to new gods that had come recently, whom your fathers had never dreaded.” And Psalm 106:37 
condemned the Israelites for sacrificing their children to demons, not mere idols. These verses 
indicate the presence of demons in the world, even in ancient times. 

The Testimony of Christ 
Jesus encountered demons throughout His ministry, casting them out of individuals who were 
oppressed or possessed. This affirms His belief in their existence and power. 

●​ Matthew 8:16 says, “That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by 
demons, and he cast out the spirits with a word and healed all who were sick.” 

●​ Matthew 12:22 says, “Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was 
brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man spoke and saw.” 

In Matthew 10:1, Jesus also gave His disciples the power to cast out demons. At no point did 
Jesus suggest that demons were imaginary or mere personifications of evil. Although demons 
are invisible, His actions confirmed that they are real, spiritual beings. 

The Testimony of Other New Testament Writers 
Demons are also frequently mentioned by other New Testament authors. Their writings provide 
uniform testimony about the existence and influence of these evil spirits: 

●​ James 2:19 recognizes the reality of demons, saying, "Even the demons believe and 

6 



shudder." 
●​ Revelation 9:20 says that some people will refuse to repent of their worship of demons 

during the Great Tribulation. 
Scripture’s overwhelming witness confirms that demons are not mythological figures, but real 
beings with destructive influence in the world. 

The Origin of Demons 
The Bible provides strong evidence that demons are fallen angels who followed Satan in 
rebellion against God. While Scripture does not explicitly say that demons are fallen angels, the 
connection is clear. 

Demons as Fallen Angels 
Matthew 25:41 speaks of "the devil and his angels," suggesting that demons are those angels 
who rebelled alongside Satan. Matthew 12:24 refers to Satan as the "prince of demons," which 
implies that demons are under his authority, equating them with the fallen angels. 

Further Biblical Evidence 
2 Peter 2:4 says that "God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and 
committed them to chains of gloomy darkness." This shows that some fallen angels are already 
imprisoned, awaiting judgment. Luke 8:30–31 describes a legion of demons begging Jesus not 
to send them into the abyss, suggesting that fallen angels, who are now demons, fear being 
confined to this place of judgment. Thus, the fallen angels who followed Satan in rebellion are 
likely the demons that now serve him. 

The Confinement of Some Fallen Angels 
While some demons are free to move about in this world, the Bible teaches that others are 
confined, awaiting judgment. Revelation 9:1–3 describes the opening of the abyss, releasing 
hordes of demons to carry out God's judgment during the end times. This release is only 
temporary to fulfill God’s plan. Revelation 9:11 calls the angel who leads the demonic forces 
Abaddon and Apollyon. These terms mean the Destroyer, another name for Satan, which 
emphasizes his control over demonic hordes. 

So, the Bible confirms the reality of demons as part of Satan's kingdom. These evil spirits are 
most likely fallen angels who serve their master in opposition to God. Although some are bound, 
many are free to carry out Satan’s work in this world. Their existence and activity are a direct 
challenge for believers, but we can take heart knowing that their power is limited by God's 
sovereign will. 

What Are Demons Like? 
Scripture provides substantial insight into the nature, power, and goals of demons, revealing 
them as real, personal, and highly intelligent beings that oppose God and His plan. Knowing 
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their characteristics helps believers understand the nature of spiritual warfare and the need to 
rely on God's power. 

Their Personal Nature 

They Are Genuine Persons 
Demons are not abstract forces or mere symbols of evil. The Bible consistently presents them 
as real, personal beings with all the traits of personhood. 

First, demons possess intellectual capacity. Mark 1:24 shows that they recognized Jesus as the 
Holy One of God, and Matthew 8:29 says they are aware of their ultimate judgment and 
punishment. 

Second, demons have emotions. For example, in Luke 8:28, they were terrified at the sight of 
Jesus, and James 2:19 says that they tremble at the mere thought of God. 

Third, demons have free will and the capacity to make choices. In Luke 8:32, demons asked 
Jesus for permission to enter a herd of pigs. 

Finally, the Bible uses personal pronouns to describe demons, showing that they are real 
persons. For example, Mark 1:23–24 says, “And immediately there was in their synagogue a 
man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, ‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.’” 

They Are Spirit Beings 
In addition to being personal beings, demons are also spiritual beings, not physical entities. In 
Ephesians 6:12, Paul notes that “we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” 

Although they are invisible and not confined to physical bodies, they can manifest their 
presence under certain circumstances. For example, in Acts 19:15 they spoke to the Jewish 
exorcists who were trying to cast them out, and in Revelation 9:5–6, God allows a demonic 
army to torment humanity for five months during the Great Tribulation with pain like a scorpion 
sting. Demons are finite and, like all created beings, they can’t be in more than one place at a 
time. 

Their Intellectual Nature 
Demons are highly intelligent, far surpassing human understanding. They have observed nature 
and humanity for millennia, and they know how to manipulate and exploit human weaknesses. 
For example, 1 Timothy 4:1 says that the demons promote deception and apostasy through 
false teachings designed to lead people astray. 

Their Immoral Nature 
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In Their Beings 
Demons are inherently wicked; Matthew 10:1 refers to them as "unclean spirits" and Luke 7:21 
says they are "evil spirits." As we saw earlier, Ephesians 6:12 calls them "spiritual forces of 
wickedness," underscoring their complete corruption and moral perversion. 

In Their Goals 
Demons try to oppose God in all things. They promote immorality and deception, sometimes in 
subtle ways. While they often encourage blatant sin, they can also promote a form of outward 
morality that diverts attention from the Gospel, leading people to rely on human efforts rather 
than God’s plan of salvation. This counterfeit morality is one of Satan’s key strategies. 

Their Powers 

Their Strength 
Demons possess superhuman strength, which they can exhibit through the individuals they 
possess. Mark 5:3 describes a demon-possessed man who could break chains and shackles, 
and in Acts 19:16, a single demon-possessed man was able to overpower and pummel seven 
Jewish exorcists. This demonstrates the formidable physical power demons can exert when 
controlling human bodies. 

Their Intelligence 
Although demons are highly intelligent, they are not omniscient. They do not know the future, 
but they use their extensive knowledge of the world to deceive people. Acts 16:16 describes a 
fortune-teller possessed by a spirit, but demons are only capable of manipulating and predicting 
events based on their knowledge of human behavior and information that isn’t available to the 
public. They can’t override God’s sovereign will or determine the future. 

Their Presence 
Demons are finite beings, meaning they can’t be everywhere at the same time, but they can 
possess both humans and animals. For example, in Luke 8:30–33, Jesus encountered a man 
possessed by a legion of demons, who left him and entered the bodies of a herd of pigs. Their 
ability to influence numerous people through possession or oppression creates the illusion of 
omnipresence, but they are always limited by their finite nature. 

So, demons are real, personal, and highly intelligent spiritual beings who actively oppose God’s 
will. While they possess great power and insight compared to humans, they are still finite 
creatures under God’s ultimate control. The Bible assures believers that although demons are 
formidable adversaries, their defeat by Christ is certain. Through the power of the Holy Spirit 
and the armor of God, Christians can resist demonic influence and stand firm in their faith. 

What Do Demons Do? 
Demons are active agents of evil in the world, serving Satan by opposing God, influencing 
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religion, afflicting humanity, and even impacting nations. Their activities are dangerous, but their 
power is limited by God's sovereignty, and believers can resist them. 

In Relation to Satan 
Demons serve as Satan’s emissaries, extending his influence and activities throughout the 
world. While Satan is a finite being, demons allow him to appear more powerful than he truly is. 
This cooperation is highlighted in passages like Ephesians 6:11–12, where Paul describes 
spiritual warfare with Satan and his demonic forces. The widespread influence attributed to 
Satan is, in fact, the work of his vast demonic network. 

In Relation to God 

They Oppose the Plan of God 
The demons willingly joined Satan’s rebellion against God and now actively work to hinder 
God’s plan in the world. This opposition is evident in the spiritual and physical realms. For 
example, in Daniel 10:10–14, demonic forces obstructed an angelic messenger sent to Daniel, 
and in Revelation 16:13–16, demons gather the armies of the world at Armageddon. 

They May Be Used by God to Carry Out His Purposes 
Despite their rebellion, demons are still under God’s control and He can use them to fulfill His 
plan. For example, in Judges 9:23, God sent an evil spirit to cause discord between Shechem 
and Abimelech and in 1 Samuel 16:14, He allowed a spirit to torment King Saul. In 1 Kings 
22:22, God permitted a deceiving spirit to lead Ahab’s prophets astray. 2 Corinthians 12:7 also 
shows how God used a "messenger of Satan" to keep Paul humble. 

In Relation to Religion 

They Promote Idolatry 
Throughout history, demons have been instrumental in leading people toward idolatry. In 1 
Corinthians 10:20, Paul explained that, “what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not to 
God. I do not want you to be participants with demons.” Demons are the real power behind the 
false gods and idols of this world, drawing people away from the true worship of God. 

They Promote False Religion 
Demons are also actively involved in corrupting the truth of the Gospel and propagating false 
religion. Their attack against the truth comes from several different directions: 

1. Teaching a Worthless Savior 
1 John 4:1–2 says, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit 
of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God” 2 John 
1:7 “For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of 
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Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist.” Demons influence false 
teachers to deny the essential doctrine of Christ’s Incarnation, undermining the very foundation 
of Christianity. 

2. Teaching Manmade Commandments 
1 Timothy 4:1–3 says, “Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from 
the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, through the 
insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and require abstinence 
from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know 
the truth.” Demons substitute the Gospel of grace with a system of asceticism and penance, 
leading people to trust in their own efforts rather than Christ’s atoning work. 

3. Promoting Antinomianism 
In Revelation 2:20–21 Jesus chastised the church of Thyatira, saying, “But I have this against 
you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and 
seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. I gave her 
time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality.” Demons pervert the doctrine 
of grace into a license to sin, encouraging believers to reject God's law. 

In Relation to Nations 
Demons also influence nations and their leaders. Daniel 10:10–14 describes a demonic prince 
over Persia who opposed the work of a godly angel, showing how demonic forces are involved 
in the affairs of nations. Revelation 16:13–16 predicts that demons will gather world leaders to 
prepare for the battle of Armageddon, manipulating geopolitics for Satan’s purposes. 
Throughout history, demons have played a role in manipulating nations and stirring up conflicts. 

In Relation to People 

Affliction 
Demons can also cause physical and mental afflictions. The New Testament records instances 
where demons caused muteness (Matthew 9:33), blindness (Matthew 12:22), and seizures 
(Matthew 17:14–15). They can also induce mental disorders, such as the case of the 
demon-possessed man who lived among the tombs and harmed himself (Mark 5:4–5). 

However, the Bible distinguishes between illnesses caused by demons and those with natural 
causes. Matthew 4:24 says, “So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all 
the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those 
having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them.” 

Perversion 
The Bible often referred to demons as unclean spirits. They pervert what is good and right, 
leading people into deep moral depravity. This was evident in the immoral practices of the 
Canaanites, whom God condemned for their detestable behaviors. In Leviticus 18:26–28, God 
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warned the Israelites, “But you shall keep my statutes and my rules and do none of these 
abominations, either the native or the stranger who sojourns among you (for the people of the 
land, who were before you, did all of these abominations, so that the land became unclean), lest 
the land vomit you out when you make it unclean, as it vomited out the nation that was before 
you.” 

Possession 
Demon possession occurs when a demon takes direct control over a person, rendering them 
unable to free themselves from its power. Possession results in severe physical, emotional, and 
spiritual torment. 

Mark 5:2–5 says, “And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out 
of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind 
him anymore, not even with a chain, for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but 
he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to 
subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out 
and cutting himself with stones.” 

As we have already seen, the symptoms of demon possession include physical abnormalities 
(like blindness or seizures), self-destructive behavior, insanity, and superhuman strength. In 
some cases, possessed individuals display occult powers. While some cases of demonic 
possession are the result of yielding to satanic influence, others, like the boy in Mark 9:21, are 
afflicted without any apparent personal fault. 

Scripture doesn’t say that believers can be possessed. Christians are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, 
and while demons may oppress or afflict them, they can’t possess them. Ephesians 6:13–18 
teaches believers to stand firm against demonic attacks by putting on the armor of God. While 
demons may tempt and pressure believers, Christians can successfully resist them. 

So, demons are active in various realms, serving Satan by promoting false religions, corrupting 
nations, and afflicting humanity, but they remain under God's sovereign authority. Believers must 
resist their influence by using the spiritual armor provided in Christ. While demons are powerful 
adversaries, they are ultimately limited and defeated by the work of Christ. 

The Defeat of Satan and His Demons 
Although Satan and the demons oppose God and afflict humanity, their future defeat and 
punishment are inevitable. This final judgment reveals both God's justice and His sovereign 
control over all spiritual beings, including the forces of evil. 

The Bible teaches that Jesus has defeated Satan through His death and resurrection. In 
Colossians 2:15, Paul explained that Jesus "disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 
open shame, by triumphing over them in Him." Hebrews 2:14 also says that through His death, 
Jesus destroyed "the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil." Jesus stripped Satan 
and the demons of their ultimate power, demonstrating their defeat before the hosts of heaven. 
Although Satan and his demons remain active, their power is significantly limited, and they are 
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now fighting a losing battle, awaiting their final judgment. 

The Imprisonment of Satan and His Demons 
The book of Revelation details the sequence of events that leads to the ultimate confinement of 
Satan and his angels. After Christ returns, Satan will be bound for a thousand years during 
Christ’s millennial reign on earth. 

Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is 
the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the pit, and 
shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until 
the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 
(Revelation 20:1–3) 

While Satan is imprisoned during this period, his demons will also be restricted from continuing 
their deceptive and destructive work. Humanity will enjoy a thousand years of peace and 
salvation under the righteous rule of Jesus Christ and the resurrected saints. 

The Final Judgment and Eternal Punishment 
At the end of the millennial reign, Satan will be released, and once again deceive the nations to 
rebel against God. However, this rebellion will quickly fail. 

And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and will 
come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. And they 
marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and 
the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, and the devil 
who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and 
the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 
(Revelation 20:7–10) 

This eternal punishment is not limited to Satan alone. Matthew 25:41 says that the lake of fire is 
"prepared for the devil and his angels," showing that the demons will share in his eternal fate. 

After the second resurrection and final judgment, the lake of fire will consume the heavens and 
the earth, the elements will melt with great heat, and God will create a new heaven and new 
earth in which righteousness dwells (2 Peter 3:11–13, Revelation 21:1–4). Satan and the 
demons are immortal spirit beings, so they will suffer mental torment in utter darkness for all 
eternity, consumed with rage and sorrow about everything that they have lost (Jude 1:13). 

They will continue to resist God’s plan in this present age, but their time is short, and their defeat 
is certain. Christians can take comfort in the knowledge that Christ will return and establish 
God’s kingdom. In the end, God’s salvation and justice will prevail, and Satan and his demons 
will be eternally banished from God’s presence, unable to harm or deceive any longer. 
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