
The Doctrine of the Mosaic Law 
All Scriptures are from the English Standard Version unless otherwise indicated. 

Introduction 
Is the Law of Moses still relevant for Christians today? Many theologians divide the Mosaic Law 
into artificial categories of moral, civil, and ceremonial commands and then assert that only the 
moral law is still relevant. Others believe that the Law of Moses was entirely abolished at the 
cross; they claim that God has no expectations for how believers should live, other than vague 
commands to love God and love neighbor, but the Bible does not support these views. 

From Genesis to Revelation, God's Law reflects His will for humanity. Jesus expected His 
disciples to teach and keep the Law of Moses. The apostles never treated the Mosaic Law as 
an outdated set of rules and rituals; they upheld the Law of Moses as a guide for proper 
Christian behavior and a divine standard for righteous judgment. 

This treatise will examine the biblical teaching about the Mosaic Law. It will examine the nature 
of the Law, its role before and after Mount Sinai, its place in the teaching of Jesus and the 
apostles, and its enduring authority under the New Covenant. 

Instead of dividing the Mosaic Law into artificial categories, we will examine the intended 
audience for each command and consider its applicability for Christians. This approach allows 
the Bible to speak on its own terms and allows Christians to understand what God requires of 
them. 

The Nature of the Mosaic Law 
The Hebrew word for law is torah, which means law, instruction, or teaching. The Law of Moses 
is not simply a legal code. It is a comprehensive guide for life given by God to His people. It 
teaches what is right and what is wrong. It explains what pleases God and what defiles a 
person. It lays the foundation for morality, worship, and justice. 

The Torah is not man-made. It did not emerge from ancient culture or evolve over time. God 
directly revealed it to Moses at Mount Sinai. Its moral authority rests on God’s character. He is 
holy, righteous, and just, and His Law reflects these qualities. 

God gave the Mosaic Law to Israel shortly after the Exodus. It formed the core of the Old 
Covenant between God and Israel, but God’s Law did not begin at Mount Sinai. The Law of 
Moses draws on earlier commands given to Adam, Noah, Abraham, and others, which were 
repeated, expanded, and codified at Mount Sinai. 

Later, in Jeremiah 31, God promised to establish a New Covenant with the house of Israel. In 
that covenant, He would write His Law on their hearts. He did not promise a new law, but a new 
way of internalizing the Torah. Jesus brought that covenant. He did not abolish the Law but 
fulfilled it and taught it to His disciples. 
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The Bible does not divide the Mosaic Law into moral, civil, and ceremonial categories. These 
artificial categories come from later theological systems, not from Scripture itself. Many 
commands could fall under more than one category, making this division both arbitrary and 
misleading. 

A better approach is to ask who the command applies to. Some commands are for kings and 
their armies. Some are for priests or Levites. Some are for Israelites alone, while others apply to 
resident aliens. Some apply only in the Promised Land, but many others apply to all people in all 
times. 

The context and audience determine the scope of a given command. This approach respects 
the progressive nature of revelation and helps us understand what remains relevant under the 
New Covenant. 

The Law of Moses reveals God’s character. It defines sin and righteousness. It provides a 
blueprint for holy living. It also served as Israel's constitution and legal system, but its purpose 
goes beyond Israel. It was meant to draw all nations to the wisdom and justice of God. Moses 
said that other nations would marvel at Israel's laws and say, "Surely this great nation is a wise 
and understanding people" (Deuteronomy 4:6). 

God did not give the Mosaic Law as a way of earning salvation. Salvation has always been by 
grace through faith, but the Law teaches us how to live the kind of life that pleases God. It 
exposes sin and points to the need for a Savior. It also equips God’s people for every good 
work. 

The Law Before Sinai 
God revealed His Law to mankind from the very beginning. It is an expression of His holy 
character, which has never changed, so His standards of right and wrong also have not 
changed. The early commands found in Genesis help us identify which laws are general and 
timeless and which ones were specific to Israel under the Old Covenant. 

The patriarchs already knew and followed God's Law prior to Moses. Genesis 6:9 says that 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation, and that he walked with God, so there 
must have been a standard for righteousness already in place. Job 1:1 also says that Job was 
blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. This implies that God 
had given humanity an objective standard of morality before Sinai. 

In Genesis 26:5, God said that “Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my 
commandments, my statutes, and my laws.” This is the same language used to describe the 
Mosaic Law in Deuteronomy 11:1. Abraham’s behavior shows that he already knew the 
principles behind the Law of Moses before Moses was even born. 

When Potiphar’s wife tempted Joseph, he replied, “How then can I do this great wickedness and 
sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9). Joseph knew that adultery was a sin before God gave the 
Ten Commandments to Israel. Likewise, Judah condemned Tamar for playing the harlot, but 
when she exposed his sin, he admitted his own guilt. These examples reveal the existence of a 
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moral standard established by divine instruction. 

Genesis also shows that God judged and punished sin from the beginning. In Genesis 4:7, God 
warned Cain that “sin is crouching at the door,” which implies that there was already a moral law 
that defined sin. In Genesis 6:11–13, God judged the people of Noah’s day for their corruption 
and violence. In Genesis 18:20, He condemned Sodom and Gomorrah because their sin was 
very grave. These examples show that God had revealed His moral will to humanity from the 
start. His judgments were based on His objective standards, not mere social norms. 

We also see evidence of ceremonial law before Sinai. Abel’s offering was accepted, while Cain’s 
was not, implying that God had established guidelines for acceptable worship (Genesis 4:4–5). 
Noah offered burnt offerings after the Flood using ceremonially clean animals (Genesis 8:20). 
Melchizedek was a priest of God Most High, and Abraham gave him a tenth of the spoils 
(Genesis 14:18–20). Jacob later vowed to give God a tenth of all he received (Genesis 28:22). 
These examples show that practices like animal sacrifices and tithing were already in place and 
honored by God prior to the Old Covenant. 

God also sanctified the seventh day at Creation, setting a pattern for humanity to follow 
(Genesis 2:3). When God gave the Israelites manna in the wilderness, He commanded them to 
gather twice as much on the sixth day and rest on the seventh (Exodus 16:28–30). This proves 
that they already knew and kept the Sabbath before they reached Mount Sinai. 

This evidence shows that God’s Law existed prior to the Old Covenant. Moses organized and 
recorded what had already been revealed and practiced since creation. The principles revealed 
at Mount Sinai were not temporary or arbitrary. They reveal a universal moral standard based on 
God’s character and His design for humanity. 

Some argue that the Mosaic Law was not revealed until Exodus 20, therefore, it was not binding 
on those who lived before, but Scripture contradicts this. Romans 2:14–15 says that Gentiles 
who do not have the written Law “do what the law requires,” showing that “the work of the law is 
written on their hearts.” This internal witness shows that the moral content of the Law has 
always applied to humanity. 

So, God’s Law existed prior to Mount Sinai; it was real, knowable, and binding. It was based on 
God’s character, and it was known through revelation and conscience. The Mosaic Law did not 
introduce something new; it documented, organized, and enforced what had already been 
revealed from the beginning. 

One Law, Different Roles 
The Bible never divided the Mosaic Law into moral, civil, or ceremonial categories. God gave 
Israel a comprehensive and unified body of laws to regulate the entire nation, but the scope of 
each statute varied based on a person’s role, status, or calling within society. So, we must 
categorize each law by the audience being addressed. 

Some laws only applied to Israelites, while others also applied to resident aliens. Some applied 
only to men or women, while others applied to the rich or the poor. Some applied to the king, the 
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judges, or the army, while others applied to the priests, the Levites, or the laity. 

For example, the priests had to follow strict rules about ritual purity, offerings, and temple 
service. God said to Aaron and his sons, “You shall guard your priesthood for all that concerns 
the altar and that is within the veil; and you shall serve” (Numbers 18:7). These laws did not 
apply to the average Israelite. They were part of the priest’s sacred duty. 

Landowners had to leave some of the harvest for the poor and allow their land to rest every 
seven years. Those laws would not apply to a poor man who didn’t own any land. 

Resident aliens had to follow commands that prohibited criminal behavior; in Leviticus 24:22, 
God said, “You shall have the same rule for the sojourner and for the native, for I am the LORD 
your God.” They also had to observe the Sabbath (Exodus 20:10), but they were not required to 
circumcise their sons or participate in the Passover unless they became part of the covenant 
community (Exodus 12:48). 

Some laws applied only to men or only to women. Men had unique obligations related to war, 
marriage, and inheritance rights, while a woman who gave birth had to undergo a period of 
purification (Leviticus 12:2–4). These differences reflected God’s created order and Israel’s 
social structure. 

Instead of asking whether a particular command is moral, civil, or ceremonial, we should ask: 

●​ Was this command limited to a specific segment of society? 
●​ Was this command limited to a specific time or place? 
●​ Did this command exist prior to the giving of the Torah? 
●​ Did this command apply to resident aliens living in Israel? 
●​ Did this command apply to Gentile Christians? 

This approach respects the structure of the Mosaic Law and protects against misuse. It keeps 
us from picking and choosing based on personal preference. It also helps us identify which 
commands have enduring moral authority and which were tied to Israel’s unique covenant 
identity or temple service. 

God gave the Law of Moses so Israel could be a light to the Gentiles, so every command tells 
us something about God’s character and godly behavior. For example, in 1 Corinthians 9:8–10, 
Paul quoted the command in Deuteronomy 25:4 about not muzzling an ox while it treads out the 
grain to establish a general moral principle that workers deserve their wages. He didn’t dismiss 
this command as something merely “civil” or “ceremonial.” This shows how the Law, even in a 
specific application, can teach general truths that remain valid. 

Christians are not Levitical priests, but we are called a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9). We do not 
offer animal sacrifices, but we offer our bodies as living sacrifices (Romans 12:1). 

We do not own land in Canaan, but we have a responsibility to manage what God has given us. 
We do not serve under a theocratic king, but we live under the authority of Christ, the King of 
kings. 

The Law of Moses addresses every aspect of life, but it does not speak to everyone in the same 
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way. We must pay attention to context. This helps us obey the Law rightly, without legalism or 
confusion. 

There is one Law, but its instructions are diverse. God tailored His commands to meet the 
needs of real people in real situations. That same wisdom applies today. If we take the time to 
understand what each command addresses and why, we will be equipped to apply the Law in a 
way that honors both its letter and its spirit. 

Jesus and the Law 
Jesus did not abolish the Law. In His own words, He came to fulfill it. In Matthew 5:17–19, He 
said, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them.” Some take this to mean that He canceled the Law by fulfilling it, 
but that interpretation contradicts what He said next: “Until heaven and earth pass away, not an 
iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.” Heaven and earth have not 
passed away. Therefore, the Law remains in force. 

Jesus warned that anyone who relaxes even the least of the commandments and teaches 
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great. This was not a temporary legal code that only lasted until the 
cross. This was a call to honor and obey God’s Torah commandments. 

Throughout His ministry, Jesus upheld the Law. He quoted from it, expounded on it, and 
rebuked those who twisted it. He healed on the Sabbath but never denied its sanctity. He 
denounced the traditions of the Pharisees because they nullified the commandments of God. In 
Matthew 15:3, He asked, “Why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of your 
tradition?” He then quoted the Law to show that honoring father and mother was still required. 

Jesus magnified and intensified the Law. He said that anger is subject to judgment, not just 
murder. He said that lust is adultery of the heart. These teachings do not replace the Law; they 
reveal its full intent. Jesus upheld the authority of the Law and called His followers to an even 
deeper level of obedience in the mind and heart. 

Jesus affirmed the commandments when He was questioned about eternal life. In Matthew 
19:17, He said, “If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He listed several of the Ten 
Commandments and then summarized the Torah saying, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” He did not dismiss the Mosaic Law. He pointed humanity to it. 

Jesus also lived in perfect obedience to the Law. He was born under the Law and kept it without 
fault. He kept the Sabbath. He observed the Passover and the other appointed feasts. He never 
broke a commandment. His sinless life was not lived apart from the Law but in submission to it. 
He became the perfect example of what the Law looks like when it is written on the heart. 

Jesus fulfilled the Law in three specific ways. First, He obeyed it. Second, He clarified it. Third, 
He accomplished its purpose in redemption. He fulfilled the sacrificial system by offering Himself 
as the perfect Lamb. He fulfilled the priesthood by becoming our eternal High Priest. He fulfilled 
the prophets by fulfilling every promise about the coming Messiah. But none of this means that 
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the Law is nullified. Jesus never taught His followers to ignore the commandments of God. He 
taught them to obey God’s Law with sincerity and faith. 

Jesus said the two greatest commandments are to love God and to love one’s neighbor. “On 
these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:40). He did not 
say that love replaces the Law. He said the Law hangs on love. Love gives the Law its meaning, 
but love apart from God’s commandments becomes sentiment and excuse. 

Jesus condemned lawlessness. In Matthew 7:23, He rejects false disciples, saying, “I never 
knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.” He did not call them graceless or 
unkind; He called them lawless. He warned of judgment, not for loving too little, but for rejecting 
God’s Law. 

The Law pointed to Jesus. It testified about Him. It shaped the life He lived and the sacrifice He 
offered. After the resurrection, He met two of His disciples on the road to Emmaus “and 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself” (Luke 24:27). 

Following Jesus means following the One who loved the Law, kept the Law, and taught His 
disciples to obey the Law. He said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (John 
14:15). He revealed the spiritual intent of the Law, and He challenged His disciples to go beyond 
the mere letter of the Law and keep it from the heart. 

Jesus did not come to abolish the Law. He came to fulfill the Law, to amplify the Law, and to 
make obedience possible for those who have God’s Holy Spirit. 

The Apostles and the Law 
The apostles did not abandon the Law of Moses. They preached Christ, not lawlessness. They 
upheld the Law as “holy and righteous and good” (Romans 7:12). They did not set the Law 
aside, even while proclaiming justification by faith. They put the Law in its proper place, but not 
in the trash. 

Many people cite Paul to dismiss the Law, but he had the highest respect for the Law. He wrote 
in Romans 3:31, “Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we 
uphold the law.” Faith does not make the Law void. It confirms it. Paul did not say that faith 
cancels God’s commandments. He said that faith establishes them. 

Paul taught that the Law defines sin. “If it had not been for the law,” he wrote, “I would not have 
known sin” (Romans 7:7). He did not blame the Law for his guilt. He blamed sin. The Law was 
good; it was sin that produced death through what is good (Romans 7:13). 

In 1 Corinthians 7:19, Paul said, “For neither circumcision counts for anything nor 
uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God.” Some try to explain this away, but he 
meant what he said. Circumcision is not a sign of the New Covenant. What matters is 
obedience. He used the word “commandments,” not in a vague or metaphorical sense, but as a 
reference to the revealed will of God in Scripture. 
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In Romans 13, Paul defined what he meant by the commandments of God. He wrote, “You shall 
not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet... and any 
other commandment, are summed up in this word: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” 
(Romans 13:9). He was not quoting Jesus. He was quoting Moses. 

Paul saw love as the fulfillment of the Law, not the replacement of it. “Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:10). He did not say love 
abolishes the Law. He said that love fulfills it. The Law tells us how to love. It gives love its 
shape and substance. 

In 1 Timothy 1:8, Paul stated, “Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully.” He 
then listed sins that violate the Ten Commandments and said these were contrary to sound 
doctrine in verses 9–11. The Law was not abolished. It remained as a divine standard of 
righteousness and a guide for godly living. 

Peter also cited the Torah as a divine standard for Christian behavior. In 1 Peter 1:15–16, He 
urged believers to “be holy in all your conduct,” quoting Leviticus 11:44–45: “You shall be holy, 
for I am holy.” He did not say, “Now that you are in Christ, you can ignore the Law.” He exhorted 
them to live holy lives, because the Law of God reflects His holy character. 

James called the Mosaic Law “the perfect law, the law of liberty” (James 1:25). He did not pit 
liberty against the Law. He defined liberty by the Law. In James 2:12, he said, “So speak and so 
act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty.” The Torah defines God’s love and is 
a mirror of God’s righteousness. 

James also cited the Law of Moses when condemning partiality. He quoted Leviticus 19:18, 
saying, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” and warned, “Whoever keeps the whole law 
but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it” (James 2:8–10). He did not present grace as 
a license to sin. He viewed the Law as a serious matter that still applied. 

John also upheld God’s commandments. In 1 John 2:3, he wrote, “And by this we know that we 
have come to know him, if we keep his commandments.” He warned that those who claim to 
know Christ but do not keep His commandments are liars. He did not see obedience as 
optional. He saw obedience as the evidence of genuine faith. 

So, the apostles quoted from the Law, built their arguments on the Law, and expected believers 
to honor the Law. None of them said, “We’re under grace, so the Law no longer applies.” They 
said, “Walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16). And 
what does the Spirit lead us to do? Obey God’s commandments. 

The apostles did not preach antinomianism. They preached repentance, holiness, and 
righteousness. They encouraged the church to obey God’s Law and warned of judgment for 
those who persisted in sin. Their standard was not subjective. It was the Law and the Prophets, 
as interpreted and fulfilled by Christ. 

The New Covenant and the Law 
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The New Covenant does not abolish the Law. It internalizes the Law. 

When God promised a new covenant through the prophet Jeremiah, He did not say that He 
would scrap the old commandments and start over. He said, “I will put my law within them, and I 
will write it on their hearts” (Jeremiah 31:33). The problem was not the Law. The problem was 
that Israel could not keep it. The New Covenant would solve that problem by changing their 
hearts. 

This promise was repeated in Ezekiel 36:26–27, where God said, “I will give you a new heart, 
and a new spirit I will put within you... and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to 
obey my rules.” The Holy Spirit would not lead people away from the Law. He would cause them 
to obey it. 

Some claim that Jesus replaced the Law of Moses with “the Law of Christ,” but the facts do not 
support this assertion. Jesus did not set aside the Law of Moses or invent a new code in the 
Sermon on the Mount; He expanded and amplified the Torah for His followers. Likewise, in 1 
Corinthians 9:21, Paul said that being “under the law of Christ” is the same as “not being outside 
the law of God,” implying that they are synonymous. 

The New Covenant brings transformation, not erasure. The Law no longer rests on stone tablets 
or scrolls. It resides in the human heart. The commandments haven’t disappeared. They have 
become part of the believer’s inward life. As Paul said, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me” (Galatians 2:20). And Christ, the obedient Son, kept His Father’s commandments 
and abided in His love (John 15:10). 

Some point to Hebrews 8:13 as proof that the Mosaic Law has ended; this passage says, “In 
speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete 
and growing old is ready to vanish away.” As we saw earlier, God’s Law existed before Mount 
Sinai and does not depend on the Old Covenant for its existence. 

Jesus is the mediator of the New Covenant; He did not abolish the Law but incorporated it into 
the New Covenant in the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus expected His disciples to teach and keep 
the Mosaic Law. 

In fact, Hebrews 10:16 repeats Jeremiah’s promise: “I will put my laws on their hearts, and write 
them on their minds.” This is the very heart of the New Covenant. The Law remains, but now 
Christians internalize the Law through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul used this same logic in Romans 8:4. He said that the righteous requirement of the Law is 
fulfilled in us who walk according to the Spirit. The Spirit does not replace the Law. He 
empowers Christians to obey it. The Law could not change the heart, but the Spirit can. And 
what does He write on our hearts? Not vague feelings or personal convictions, but God’s 
commandments. 

The early church did not view the New Covenant as a rejection of the Old Testament. Paul told 
Timothy that “all Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). When he wrote that, the New 
Testament had not been completed. “All Scripture” included the Law, the Prophets, and the 
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Writings. The Mosaic Law was part of that. It was still profitable. It still trained people in 
righteousness. 

The New Covenant fulfills the promise of Deuteronomy 30:6: “And the LORD your God will 
circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.” This promise looks forward to a time 
when God’s people would not only hear the commandments but love them. That time has come. 
Under the New Covenant, a Christian has a new heart, and with that new heart comes a new 
desire to walk in God’s ways. 

The purpose of the Law is to define sin and point sinners to Christ. Under the New Covenant, 
the Law still teaches, convicts, and guides, and now, through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
Christians can obey the Law, not as a burden, but as a joy. 

Misunderstood Passages 
Many who reject the Law of Moses rely on a handful of New Testament passages, often quoted 
out of context. These texts seem, on the surface, to suggest that the Law no longer applies. But 
a closer look reveals that they do not teach what people assume. They speak of the Law’s 
misuse, not its repeal. 

1. Romans 6:14 — “You are not under law but under grace” 
This verse is often cited to prove that Christians don’t have to obey any Old Testament 
commandments, but that is not Paul’s point. In Romans 6, Paul describes sin’s dominion over 
humanity and how grace frees Christians from its power. Being “under law” means being 
condemned by the Law and enslaved to sin, while being “under grace” means being forgiven 
and empowered to obey. 

The very next verse proves the point: “Are we to sin because we are not under law but under 
grace? By no means!” (Romans 6:15). Paul never said, “You’re under grace, so you can ignore 
the commandments.” He said, “You’re under grace, so you’re no longer a slave to sin.” Grace 
sets us free, not from God’s standards, but from the curse of breaking them. 

2. Romans 10:4 — “Christ is the end of the law” 
Some read this verse as if Christ canceled the Law, but the Greek word for “end” (telos) means 
goal or purpose. Christ is the goal of the Law, the one to whom it points. He embodies its 
righteousness and calls His followers to walk as He walked. 

Paul’s full sentence clarifies the point: “Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone 
who believes.” He is the end of using the Law as a means of establishing one’s own 
righteousness; He is not the end of the Law as a moral standard. Righteousness does not come 
from our obedience, but from faith. That does not mean that the Law is irrelevant. It means that 
our standing before God is based on Christ’s work, not our own. 

3. Galatians 3:24–25 — “The law was our guardian... but now that faith 
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has come, we are no longer under a guardian” 
Paul compares the Law to a guardian who watches over a child. When the child grows up, he 
no longer needs the guardian in the same way. The Law prepared Israel for Christ by exposing 
their sin and their need for forgiveness, but now that Christ has come, believers are justified by 
faith in Him, not the animal sacrifices of the Old Covenant, which pointed to the coming of the 
true Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

This does not mean that the commandments disappear. In Christ, both Jew and Gentile are 
justified by faith, but the moral truths of the Law remain. Paul still called the Law “holy and 
righteous and good” (Romans 7:12). He still quoted it as a standard for Christian conduct. 
Galatians does not condemn obedience. It condemns using the Law as a means of justification 
to earn salvation. 

4. Colossians 2:16–17 — “Let no one pass judgment... with regard to a 
festival or a new moon or a Sabbath” 
Here, Paul tells the Colossians not to let other people judge them for how they observe sacred 
times. He says that these things “are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance 
belongs to Christ.” 

Some take this to mean that biblical festivals and Sabbaths no longer matter, but Paul did not 
say that they should abandon them. He said they should not let others judge them by how they 
kept them. These observances are (present tense) symbols that foreshadow the person and 
work of Christ. A shadow gains its meaning from the reality it reflects. That does not make it 
worthless. It makes it richer. 

Paul’s concern was not the Law itself, but Greek philosophy and human traditions that distorted 
it (Colossians 2:8). He opposed asceticism rooted in human precepts and teachings (Colossians 
2:18), not heartfelt obedience to God’s commandments. The Law pointed to Christ. Now that He 
has come, we see Christ in the Law more clearly, not less. 

5. Acts 15 — The Jerusalem Council 
Some use Acts 15 to argue that Gentiles are exempt from the Law. The apostles met to discuss 
whether Gentile converts must be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses to be saved. The 
pro-circumcision faction wanted Gentiles to become full Jewish proselytes because they 
believed in justification through Temple sacrifices (Galatians 5:4). 

The council agreed with Paul that justification comes through faith in Jesus Christ, not the 
sacrificial system, but they did not discard the Law. Instead, they gave four requirements drawn 
directly from the Law of Moses: abstain from idolatry, sexual immorality, meat from strangled 
animals, and blood (Acts 15:20). These were not arbitrary rules. They reflected laws given to 
humanity as far back as Genesis 9 and reaffirmed in Leviticus 17–18. 

James concluded that Moses was still “read every Sabbath in the synagogues” (Acts 15:21). 
This implies that Gentile believers would learn the rest of the Law over time. The decision was 
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not about sanctification but justification. Faith came first; obedience would follow. 

These passages, when read in context, do not abolish the Law. They clarify its role under the 
New Covenant. The Law cannot justify. It cannot produce righteousness apart from the Spirit, 
but it remains the standard of righteousness. It still teaches. It still convicts, and for those who 
walk in the Spirit, it still guides Christians on godly behavior. 

Applying the Law Today 
If the Law of Moses still matters, how should Christians apply it? Not every command applies to 
every person in the same way, but that does not mean that the commands are irrelevant. We 
must handle the Law carefully without discarding or misapplying it. 

The first step is to recognize that the Law addresses different audiences. Some laws apply to 
priests. Others to kings or landowners in Israel. Others to sojourners or the entire nation. Some 
apply to all people in all places. 

The Law never assumes a one-size-fits-all model. It distinguishes between men and women, 
rich and poor, native and alien. Christians today must learn to read the Law through that same 
lens, asking who the command was originally given to and how it might apply today. 

For example, the command to leave some of the harvest for the poor was given to Israelite 
farmers (Leviticus 19:9–10). Most Christians today are not farmers, and we don’t live in ancient 
Israel, but the principle remains. God cares for the poor and expects His people to show 
generosity. The exact method may change, but the ethical obligation does not. 

Likewise, the command to use honest weights and measures found in Deuteronomy 25:13–16 
applies directly to modern commerce. It implicitly condemns all forms of fraud such as false 
advertising, rigged scales, and predatory pricing. These are not “Old Testament issues.” They 
are violations of God’s standards of justice. 

Some commands require cultural or historical awareness. For example, in Exodus 23:19, God 
told the Israelites not to boil a young goat in its mother’s milk. This practice seems odd to us, but 
the Ras Shamra Tablets, discovered in the ancient Canaanite city of Ugarit (in northern Syria) 
mentions the religious ritual of boiling a kid in its mother’s milk as an acceptable way to 
approach a god. God did not want the Israelites to adopt the religious practices of their pagan 
neighbors, but Jewish rabbis misinterpreted this command to mean that they should not eat 
meat and milk at the same meal. God was prohibiting pagan religious worship, not 
cheeseburgers. 

The seventh day Sabbath was given as a sign between God and Israel (Exodus 31:16–17), but 
God originally sanctified the seventh day at creation (Genesis 2:3). In Mark 2:27, Jesus 
declared that “the Sabbath was made for man,” showing that the Sabbath was a gift from God to 
all humanity. 

The festivals of Leviticus 23 include the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
Pentecost, Trumpets, Atonement, and Tabernacles. They all foreshadow God’s plan of salvation 
through the work of Jesus Christ, and celebrating these festivals helps Christians understand 
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the gospel more fully. 

For example, in 1 Corinthians 5:7–8, Paul encouraged Jewish and Gentile Christians to keep 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread, saying, “Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new 
lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us 
therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 

Prophecy shows that God will require the entire world to keep the Feast of Tabernacles in the 
future. Zechariah 14:16–17 says, “And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the 
nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the 
LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. And it shall be that whichever of the 
families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, on 
them there will be no rain.” (NKJV) 

The dietary laws in Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14 protected the Israelites from many 
common diseases. Laws related to cleanliness and quarantine from infectious diseases also 
helped the Israelites live long and healthy lives. 

Tithing existed prior to the Old Covenant and served as God’s method to provide for His 
ministers in exchange for their spiritual service. In Matthew 23:23, Jesus rebuked the scribes 
and Pharisees for neglecting justice, mercy, and faithfulness, but agreed that they were right to 
tithe. In 1 Corinthians 9:13–14, Paul taught that just as the priests and Levites had the right to 
receive tithes and offerings in exchange for their temple ministry, those who proclaim the gospel 
have the right to receive a salary from the church. 

The Mosaic Law prescribes corporal and capital punishment for certain offenses. These laws 
were given to Israel as a theocratic nation. The church is not a civil government. It does not bear 
the sword, but these penalties teach us what God values and how seriously He views certain 
sins. The goal is not to replicate Israel’s legal code but to learn from it. Where the Law called for 
the death penalty, it showed the severity of the offense in God’s eyes. That truth still matters, 
even if the civil penalty no longer applies. 

Some argue that trying to keep the Law today risks falling into legalism, but legalism comes 
from trying to earn salvation by works, not from following God’s commandments as a guide to 
proper Christian behavior. Paul did not oppose obedience. He opposed justification by works. 
He still taught the moral content of the Law. So did Jesus. So did James and John. The danger 
is not obedience. The true danger is a lawless faith that claims grace but denies repentance. 

Others fear that applying the Law will create confusion or division, but the Law was always 
meant to be studied and discussed. Psalm 119 rejoices in the Law as a source of delight, 
wisdom, and light. The early church did not reject the Law. They gathered every Sabbath to 
hear it read and expounded (Luke 4:16, Acts 17:2). Christians today need to recover that habit. 

When properly understood, the Law gives shape to Christian living. It tells us how to treat the 
poor, how to conduct business, how to raise children, how to administer justice, and how to 
honor God. It reveals what God loves and what He hates. It trains the conscience and points the 
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way to eternal life. 

Jesus said that whoever teaches others to ignore even the least of the commandments will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever keeps them and teaches them will be called 
great (Matthew 5:19). That promise still stands. 

Conclusion 
The Law of Moses is not obsolete. It is the Word of the living God, and it is holy, righteous, and 
good. Jesus upheld it, the apostles taught it, and the prophets called on Israel and the nations to 
obey it. The Law reveals God’s will, exposes the sin of man, and provides a blueprint for holy 
living. 

The gospel does not replace the Law. It brings forgiveness where the Law reveals guilt. It brings 
transforming power where the Law could not change the heart. But the moral vision of the Law 
remains. It shows us what it means to love God with all our heart and to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. 

Christ did not come to erase the Law. He came to fulfill it: to live it out, to show its true depth, 
and to make obedience possible by the Holy Spirit. Those who trust in Him are not lawless. 
They are called to a higher righteousness, one that flows from a new heart. 

The Law is not our Savior, but it is our teacher. It is not our enemy. It is the guidepost that points 
the way to eternal life. When used lawfully and understood rightly, it serves the cause of 
godliness. 

We must not treat the Law as a burden or a relic. Nor should we divide it into artificial categories 
that Scripture never affirms. Instead, we should study it with care, discern its proper application, 
and let it shape our understanding of holiness, justice, and mercy. 

The Law is not dead. It is alive in every word of Scripture, in the teachings of Christ, and in the 
hearts of those who walk by the Spirit. 

The church needs the Law as a moral compass in an age of confusion. It gives direction to love, 
depth to faith, and clarity to obedience. To reject it is to reject the very truth that Jesus came to 
fulfill. 

Therefore, let us read the Law, meditate on it, and teach it to our children. Let us obey what 
applies to us, not out of fear, but out of joy, because the Law is one of God's greatest gifts to His 
people. 
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