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In an increasingly interconnected world, privacy is becoming a concern for everyone, not just the
rich and famous. The average person, like celebrities and high-net-worth individuals, may also want
to protect their personal information from being exposed during transactions. From safeguarding
against identity theft and fraud to protecting their purchasing behavior from prying eyes, the ability
to anonymize purchases is a growing need for many.

Just as celebrities use trusts, lawyers, and commercial companies to shield their identities when
making purchases, the average person can also benefit from similar strategies, albeit on a more
practical and accessible scale.

The Need for Anonymity

While the average person may not be in the spotlight like a celebrity, there are still several important
reasons why anonymity can be crucial:

1. Security: Everyday people face risks like identity theft, stalking, and burglary. Publicly
available information, such as home addresses or vehicle details, can make them targets
for criminals.

2. Privacy: With the rise of data collection and tracking, many people are uncomfortable with
the idea that companies, advertisers, or even their own neighbors can easily track their
purchasing habits. Anonymizing purchases helps protect their personal choices and
lifestyle.

3. Financial Protection: Keeping personal financial information private can prevent identity
theft, fraud, or unauthorized use of accounts. Anonymizing financial transactions adds an
extra layer of protection.

4. Personal Boundaries: Whether avoiding targeted ads, preventing nosy acquaintances from
knowing their business, or simply wanting to enjoy a sense of privacy, the average person
may choose to anonymize certain purchases to maintain personal boundaries.

Trusts as a Tool for Anonymizing Purchases

While trusts are often associated with estate planning for wealthy individuals, they can also be
used by the average person to anonymize certain purchases or protect assets.

1. How Trusts Work: In a trust arrangement, the individual (the grantor) transfers assets into a
trust, which is managed by a trustee. The trust holds legal title to the assets, providing a
layer of separation between the individual and the property or money in question. The
person can set up a trust to purchase a property, for example, and their name would not
appear on public records—only the trust’s name would.

2. Privacy Through Trusts: Trusts can be useful for individuals who want to keep specific
purchases or assets private. For example, a person who values their privacy might purchase
a home through a trust to avoid having their name associated with the property in public
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records. While trusts can involve some legal complexity, they offer a practical way to keep
personal details hidden from public view.

3. Types of Trusts:

o Revocable Living Trusts: These allow the grantor to retain control over the assets
and are often used in estate planning. They also provide a level of privacy, as the
trust, rather than the individual, owns the assets.

o lIrrevocable Trusts: These provide greater privacy and asset protection because the
grantor relinquishes control of the assets. The average person might use an
irrevocable trust to shield specific assets from creditors or in divorce proceedings.

o Land Trusts: A land trust is a type of trust specifically used to hold real estate. It’s
popular for those who want to keep their ownership of property private since the
trust’s name appears on the deed rather than the individual's name.

Lawyers and Legal Entities

Just as celebrities use legal entities like LLCs to anonymize purchases, the average person can also
take advantage of these structures, especially for larger purchases or investments.

1. Limited Liability Companies (LLCs): An LLC can be used by anyone to purchase and own
assets while keeping their personal identity out of public records. For instance, someone
might create an LLC to buy a rental property. The LLC would be listed as the property owner,
not the individual, making it harder for people to connect the asset to the person.

Creating an LLC can be a relatively straightforward process, and it provides the added benefit of
liability protection. If something goes wrong—such as a legal dispute related to the property—the
LLC shields the individual’s personal assets from being at risk.

2. Use of Multiple LLCs: For additional privacy, an individual might create multiple LLCs for
different purposes. For example, one LLC could be used to hold real estate, while another
LLC could own a vehicle. This approach makes it more challenging for anyone to link these
assets back to the individual, offering another layer of anonymity.

3. Lawyers as Intermediaries: In situations where the average person wishes to maintain a
high level of privacy—such as purchasing a home without disclosing their identity—a lawyer
can act as an intermediary. The lawyer can negotiate on behalf of the individual and
structure the transaction so that the purchase is made by an LLC or trust, rather than
directly by the individual. This way, the person’s name remains off the official records.

4. Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs): While NDAs are commonly associated with high-
profile deals, they can also be useful for the average person in certain situations. For
example, when making a significant purchase, such as a home or investment, an individual
might require the seller, agent, or other parties involved to sign an NDA, preventing them
from disclosing details of the transaction. While this might not be common practice for
everyday transactions, it can be useful in protecting privacy in specific cases.
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Commercial Companies and Third-Party Services

Several commercial companies and third-party services are available to help individuals anonymize
purchases and protect their privacy. These services are often marketed to the general public,
offering solutions that can be accessible to anyone.

1. Anonymized Purchasing Services: Some companies specialize in anonymized
purchasing, where they act as intermediaries for clients, ensuring that the individual’s
identity remains hidden throughout the transaction. For example, someone might use a
service to purchase high-value items like electronics, jewelry, or even a car. The service
handles the transaction, making it harder to trace the purchase back to the person.

These services are typically available online, and while they come with a fee, they provide
convenience and peace of mind for those concerned about privacy.

2. Private Virtual Cards: Virtual credit cards, which generate one-time-use numbers, are
becoming increasingly popular as a way to anonymize online purchases. These cards are
linked to a person’s actual bank account but provide a layer of privacy because the
merchant only sees the virtual card number. This helps protect the individual’s financial
information from being exposed and reduces the risk of fraud.

3. Privacy-Focused Financial Institutions: Some banks and financial institutions specialize
in providing services that cater to privacy-conscious consumers. These institutions offer
products such as anonymous debit cards or accounts that can be opened under a
pseudonym. While these services are often marketed toward people who prioritize privacy,
they are available to anyone willing to meet the institution's requirements.

4. Mail Forwarding and Virtual Addresses: Another option for those who wish to keep their
personal address private is to use a mail forwarding service or a virtual address. These
services provide an alternate address that can be used for deliveries, billing information, or
registrations. The service then forwards the mail to the individual’s actual address, keeping
their home address private. This is especially useful for online purchases or subscriptions
where providing a mailing address is required.

Balancing Privacy with Practicality

While the strategies mentioned above can help the average person maintain privacy and anonymity,
it’'s important to balance privacy with practicality. Not every transaction needs to be anonymized,
and overcomplicating routine purchases can lead to unnecessary hassle. However, for certain
transactions—such as buying a home, making significant online purchases, or protecting sensitive
financial information—these tools can be invaluable.

Understanding the options available and knowing when and how to use them can help the average
person protect their privacy in a world where personal data is increasingly at risk. From using trusts
and LLCs for significant purchases to taking advantage of virtual cards and privacy-focused
services for day-to-day transactions, the average person can adopt many of the same strategies
that celebrities and high-net-worth individuals use to shield themselves from unwanted attention.
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Conclusion: Everyday Privacy Matters

In today’s digital age, privacy is no longer a luxury reserved for the wealthy. The average person
faces numerous threats to their personal information, from identity theft to data tracking and fraud.
By taking proactive steps to anonymize their purchases and protect their personal data, individuals
can reduce their risk and maintain control over their privacy.

Whether through the use of legal structures like trusts and LLCs or by employing modern tools like
virtual cards and privacy-focused services, the average person has more options than ever to keep
their personal information out of the hands of those who might misuse it. Anonymizing purchases
and protecting personal data isn’t just about avoiding prying eyes—it’s about safeguarding one’s
security, financial well-being, and personal peace of mind.
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