I am part of an environmental group and am committed to lowering my carbon footprint and reducing my exposure to harmful chemicals.  To meet the US goals for climate change, individuals, businesses, and our government all need to do our part.  I like to shop here and want to continue to do so but I want to shop at stores that are supporting earth friendly practices and using packaging that is not detrimental to my health.  
Managing your supply chain to minimize plastic packaging with the most harmful migrating chemicals is a good place to start environmental practices in your store.  Please recommend that they follow European Standards.  
· Please inquire into your supply chain what efforts they are making to reduce migration of harmful chemicals and microplastics into the food supply.  

· Choose suppliers who do not wrap vegetables in plastic. The plastic wrapping just turns into trash.  The plasticizers in the plastic wrapping are hormone-disrupting and can damage our immune systems, contribute to diabetes, cardiovascular, respiratory diseases, and cancer.  I do not want to eat plastic.  It enters our food.  You can provide compostable bags or people can bring their own and have the product weighed at the register.   Compostable bags need to be bioplastics or be certified EPA compostable.  Regular bags offered are just plastic that are bad for our health.

· Ask your suppliers to use only plastic trays that are recyclable such as cardboard or #2 recyclable plastics.  Black plastics are not recyclable so please ask for a lighter color for your rotisserie chickens, etc. Ask your suppliers to reduce bisphenols and phthalates from packaging and processing equipment throughout the supply chain.  You have the power to make a difference by asking your suppliers to have practices that are environmentally friendly and reduce our carbon footprint.  Please ask them to stop using packaging that is detrimental to our health.
We are asking you to have your meat, vegetables, fruits, grains, and seafood supply chains as sustainable as possible.  In addition to using packaging that does not have harmful chemicals migrating into the food, our environmental group is looking for:
· Healthy & humanely raised meat products sourced from responsible producers actively minimizing their environmental impact.
· Clear & transparent labeling & certification in terms of sustainable practices and certified compostable containers.
· Vegetables. fruits & plant-based products from farmers with regenerative farming practices.
As consumers, we want to feel good about where we shop and what we purchase.  There is a demand for sustainable earth friendly products and it’s growing. You can position your stores to apprise, educate and be a leader in reducing trash and practices that contribute to climate change and have ill health effects, respectively.
This is good for your business.  Market your efforts to reduce plastics and your sustainable sourcing efforts.  Advertise your efforts to stop the use of harmful plasticizers.  It will attract more customers.  There are a growing number of us that these practices matter. Please take this opportunity to become a positive brand that people are searching for.
When you have reduced your plastic use and using ones without harmful chemicals, start improving on the other three suggestions listed above.  
Please email me at _______________ to tell me what steps you are taking to offer sustainable, earth friendly products and reduce plastics with harmful chemicals.  I will share what you are doing with all my contacts.
We look forward to continuing to shop at your store and appreciate you taking steps to make a difference,
Your name & phone, email
For store owners:
Please contact decision makers in supply chains
Tell them your customers are saying they want to buy from companies supporting earth-friendly practices and using packaging that is not detrimental to their health.  They want to know:

· What efforts stores and their supply chains are making to reduce migration of harmful chemicals and microplastics into the food supply.  

My customers are requesting: 

· To use only plastic trays that are recyclable such as cardboard or #2 recyclable plastics.  Black plastics are not recyclable so please use a lighter color for your rotisserie chickens, etc. 

· Our suppliers reduce bisphenols, phthalates and the most harmful chemicals that migrate into the food from packaging and processing equipment throughout the supply chain.  

· Voluntarily adhere to European Standards for Plasticizers


· Supporting earth friendly practices and using packaging that is not detrimental to my health  

Can you let me know your plans to address these 5 issues so I can respond to my customers?
Thank you.



