MANTUA TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES MEETING
Special Meeting Minutes of June 12, 2026

John Festa called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Roll Call: John Festa, Matthew Benner; Trustees, Michelle Stebbins Fiscal Office. If you need copies of the minutes or other records, please contact the Fiscal Officer, Michelle Stebbins. Others present

John Festa began the meeting:  We're here to discuss township business, and especially the auditor. So, we did run the, we did run the ads on the face on the Facebook page and in on the website, so those have all been done.
John Festa read the ad:
Notice hereby given by the Mantua Township Board of Trustees. We'll hold a special meeting for the purpose of reviewing a service proposal from the Ohio Auditor's Office to provide accounting support for the fiscal office. This proposal is intended to address outstanding accounting issues remaining from the prior administration, and ensure the township's financial records are fully updated and compliant. The board may also consider any additional business that may come before the meeting is scheduled for 1o'clock pm on Friday, June 12, 2026 and will be held at the Mantua Township Town Hall 14122 State Route 82 Mantua, Ohio, 44255. Township is also evaluating options related to the fiscal officer’s bond to offset the cost of these services. This notice is issued in compliance with Revised Code 121:22 open meetings at the public is invited to attend by order of Mantua Township Fiscal Office.
John Festa asked Michelle Stebbins to talk about a few things that she went through.
Michelle began with things that need to be done. She mentioned that we need a resolution for The State Auditor. She spoke to the State Auditor regarding going through the 2025 and part of 2026 books, and to get them all reconciled and complete.
She also mentioned that she spoke with Chad Murdock, the attorney, to see if we can go after the bond from the prior Fiscal Officer to see if we could get this all paid for, and She said it is the works with that as well.
John Festa mentioned that on the last email that I got from you guys was that

the auditor's office does not make the determination correct. The auditor's office will give you everything that they found, if there's any mismanagement, if there's any problems, correct. They're going to put that in a, put that in a letter to you, and then you'll take that, and then we'll send that to the insurance company for the bond, correct? Michelle said yes that is correct. 
  
John Festa mentioned that we're discussing the auditor's proposal to help us with the books that were left over from the previous fiscal officer, so we can get a whole brand-new start, fresh stuff. 
John Festa read the resolution:
The engagement of the audit Ohio auditor of state to provide accounting assistance to the Mantua Township,
Whereas the Mantua Township fiscal officer's position became vacant due to the passing of the former fiscal officer, and new fiscal officer has since been appointed pursuant to Ohio law, and 
Whereas upon assuming office, the new fiscal officer identified deficiencies and incomplete financial records regarding requiring professional assistance to bring the townships counting counts into proper order and compliance, and 
Whereas the Ohio Auditor of State, go through the Local Government Services Division, has proposed to provide accounting assistance to reconstruct, correct, and update the township's financial records, and
Whereas the auditor of state is uniquely qualified and statutory authority to provide such services to the Ohio townships, and
Whereas the cost of the proposed engagement is estimated at an account not to exceed $8,000 and the township may pursue reimbursement of such costs through the former fiscal officer’s bond, and
Whereas the board of trustees find that engaging the auditor of state is necessary to ensure adequate, accurate, compliant, and transparent, transparent financial records for Mantua Township. Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Board of Trustees of Mantua Township, Portage County, Ohio, that:
1. The Board hereby approve and authorize the engagement of the Ohio Auditor's Office. Sorry, to engage the Ohio auditor of state to provide accounting assistance to Mantua Township as outlined in the proposal submitted to the Township.
2. The fiscal officer is authorized to exercise all documents necessary to initiate the engagement and to work with the auditors of state throughout the process.
3. The cost of the engagement shall not exceed $8,000 unless further approval by resolution of the board the board.
4. The Board authorizes the fiscal officer and legal counsel to pursue reimbursement through the former fiscal officer's bond and to submit any documentation required by the board.
5. The resolution shall take effect immediately upon it’s adoption.

Res 89-26 Matthew Benner motioned to accept the Resolution, seconded my Graham Harmon.  VOTE-All Ayes
  
Mary Ellen Spoke about the Zoning meeting regarding the Data Center. She mentioned having a lot of models to review, and that they have asked twice previously for the trustees to put a moratorium on the data center for the township, and Trustees keep referring it back to them. She mentioned that they cannot get through all of this information to keep our, our township protected in a timely fashion. So they sent her to ask if the one year moratorium could resolution could be placed on the books as they review all the current and changing data center information, They are afraid that if there's there could be a danger, and moving quickly on language that could cause legal ramification that could land us in court without losing the case, and they would like to join Ravenna City, Ravenna Township, Kent City, Shalersville, Windham, Streetsboro, Pittsburgh, and Graceville Township, all close to us with more.
  
John Festa responded that he appreciate Mary Ellen coming, and he is not ready to make a determined decision on a moratorium at this point, but why don't you give me what you're asking us as in a statement, so we can look at it and see exactly what you want, because making a residency, making a moratorium on that right now is not worth the paper that it's on. 
Mary Ellen said, if it, if it's a necessary, yeah, there are two properties if someone approached those two properties, they would be unprotected right now, because we don't have anything in place, nothing, so they could literally do what they want.
She also mentioned  that by placing a moratorium temporarily until we get language in our books that could protect us from willy nilly running wild like is happening in other parts of the state where they don't have zoning regulations, that could put those properties in danger of us not being able to have any kind of control, and that Governor said as early as yesterday that these municipalities need to make sure they have something on their books to be protected.
 John mentioned, I agree with you on that, but the problem that I can see, and maybe you guys know more about this. I've read so much stuff on this stuff. How do you know what's true? You do a moratorium, what are you going to include in it? Because if you say, okay, you're only allowed to use 30,000 gallons of water, they come and say, well, we're only using 20,000 gallons, and then they build it, and they use 50,000 gallons, but you have no recourse on that.
Mary Ellen Mentioned, that's why we have to get some language written down,
Mary Ellen and the Trustees discussed it further.
John Fetsa asked Mary Ellen to give the Trustees an email, and they will think about it, and we'll have a, we'll have a decision for you on July 2 in the meeting.

Graham Harmon mentioned the House Office at 11715 School Lane needed architecture drawings, even though the ramp is done by architect, but so I talked to Ted, he said it could be anywhere from 700 to 1200 bucks, so I think we should pass something for 1200

RES 90-26 Matthew Benner motioned to pay for the extra architecture drawings not to exceed $1,200.00, Graham Harmon seconded it. VOTE-ALL 

Graham Harmon mentioned the fact that rumors about the Trustees tearing down the Mantua Center School. Please stop the rumors and ask the Trustees before spreading more. 
RES 91-26 John Festa made motion to adjourn, seconded by Graham Harmon. VOTE-All Ayes
 All formal actions of the Board of Trustees of Mantua Township concerning and relating to the adoption of resolutions and/or motions passed at this meeting were adopted in a meeting open to the public, in compliance with the law, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code
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