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History of St. Michael's Parish in Richville, Mi

"I remember the days of old; I speak of all your deeds and 
recount the works of your hands," declares the holy singer 
David in Psalm 143. And in Book 102:19 we read: "This will be 
passed on to the descendants; and the people that are to be 
created will praise the Lord."

These thoughts are what moved the local St. Michael's Parish 
to publish some reflections in the Trud on the occasion of its 
seventy-fifth anniversary. These awards will create a 
monument, not like the Tower of Babel, but a monument to 
the Lord, a Ebenezer 20th, which will prompt every reader, 
young and old, the present and future generations, to declare 
from the bottom of their hearts: “The Lord has done great 
things for us, and we rejoice in this. For 75 years He has given 
us His precious Word pure and true, and the sacraments of 
Christ's unity according to Him; for 75 years He has kept us in 
the confession of the pure, only saving doctrine; for 75 years He 
has richly blessed us with all spiritual gifts; for 75 years He has 
also showered us with His physical blessings; He has safely 
guided us on His wings and rained down streams of love upon 
us from heaven. Yes, give thanks to the Lord, Lord, for He is 
good; His love endures forever! To Him be praise and glory.” 
And glory! Hallelujah!

Parish House 

<Befd7icl7te ber St. 2Tiicl7al.'!is <Bemeinbe 
3u !Zicf1ville, mid?, 

,,0rfJ nebenfc an bic lrnrigen ,8citcn, irfJ rcbc lion affen beit1cn 
::tatcn 1mb ianc lion brn ii.\krfrn beim'r S)i:inbc," fo 6cfe1111t bcr fJcilinc 
Sih1gcr SDaliib im 14B. ~fafm. Unb ~f afm 102, rn fcfen \uir: ,,:nari 
\ucrbe ncf dJrief1c11 auf bic 9cmfJfommcn; unb ba~ molf, bari ge[r(Jaffcn 
joff tucrben, tuirb ben ")0:rrn fobcn". 

SDief e @cbanfett tuaren cri, tuefrfJe bie fJic[igc 9.llicfJaeii§.l,@emeinbe 
bcluonen fJa6cn, 311 ifJrcm fii11fu11bfief13igjiHJrigcn 0ubili:ium einige 
WufocidJn1tngen im 1;rnrf erfrfJcinen 311 fafien. SDicie Wufaeirfinunne11 
f olfen ein SDcnfmaf jcin, nirfJt iuic ber :turmbau 3u Q3abd, f onbern ein 
;J;enfmaf Dl','.i ~@:rm, cin ,,0:bt•11c3l'r", ba¾l jeben 53ef er, junn unb alt, 
bie ncnc111ui:irtinc luic bie 3ufii11ftigc @eneration lleranfafie, au§ ~et> 
3c11£lnrn11b 3u 6efc11ue11: ,,SDcr ~0:rr fiat @ro13c¾l an un¾l getan, be§ finb 
luir fri.ifJfidJ." SDc1111 7 5 .'0afJrc fctng (Jat er unfi f ein tcureri imort Iau, 
ter unb rein, 1111b bie 6aframc11tc bcr 0:injc~unn @fJri[ti ge111nf3 nege, 
bc11; 7 5 '0af)te faun fJat er unfi bci bent Q3efenntniri ber reincn affein 
jcfigmarfJc11bc11 53cfJrc crfJaften; 7 5 ~afJre fctttg fJat er un§.l mit affcn 
nci[tfidJe11 0Jiitcrn rcidJiidJ gcfcgnet; 75 ~afJrc fong un¾l audJ fcibfidJ 
mit feincm Segen iiberjdJiittct; er fJat u11£l auf Wbeier§.l il;ittirfien fidJer 
gcfiifJrt 1111b au£l bem .ii)inm1cI mit 6tri.imen ber 53ie6e iiber un£l gc'° 
rennet. ~a, banfct bcm ~0:rr, benn er i[t freunbiirfJ unb f cine @iite 
lui:ifJrd ciuinfidJ ! 0fJm jci 5306 unb ~rei§.l unb 0:fJre ! &jaffeiuja ! 



!pnftnr !ID. IBcfetllcier 

'.tlic c1·ftc11 fiinfaio �n,fJre. 

9-Wfit in bic[em .13onbe, [onbem in 9,euenbetteHlou, 9Jcittelfronfen,
matJent, rntftonb ber @ebonfe, bie fJie[ige .�olonie 3u griinen. · W.ocfJ• 
bem \lsforrn: lilliHJeim .13iHie Me .R'ofonien i5ronfenmutfJ im �of)re 1845, 
\}ronfentroft im �afire 1846, i5ronfeniuft im �o'fJre 1849 bon SDeut\dJ· 
fonb ou{l f rfion gegriinbet fJotte, l.ie\cfJfo[l er, im �afire 1850 eine bierte 
S'rofonie im ®oginolu•�ole in� �cben 3u rufen, unb 3mm: J49Jccifen oftf 
!irfJ llOn ®oginolu <iWtJ. Sl)ie{lmoI roar e{l bie rnebe 3u [einen bebiirftigen
lllcitmen\dJen in motJern, bie ilJn bo3u trieb. SDort gob e� biefe 2onb 0 

(1e1uofJner unb .�onbtuerfer, bie nur f efJt fihnmedicfJ if)r 2eben friften
fonnten. !Biefen jungen 2eutcn, 111cnn fie in einen onberen £rt fJincin°
f1eirnten luofltcn, luurbe bie 0:in1uiffig11ng be� ®toote{l 3ur �eirot ttn•
ter\ont, iueil fie nidJt bie liorgejc(Jriel.ienen 9.lWtef be[o[len. i5iir f ofrfic
iuoffte 2ofJc �;Wfe [dJoffen. SDurdJ bie Stofonie \ orrte or men 2euten ou{l
1)eutjr(Jfonb gcfJoffen 11.ll'rben. SDofJer ber 9come: ,,iJ r a n  f e n lJ i If".
(9.lW ber 0:inriditung ber 0:ifenbofinftotion unb \l3oft :Dffice ift biejer
Ort f.pi:iter 9ridJbiffe nenonnt iuorben.)
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!Founder! ID. I. B. C. Fetellicier

…the first Christian immigrant settlers settled in this 
place, namely in Neuendettelsau, Middle Franconia, with 

the thought of founding the local colony. After Pastor 
Wilhelm Löhe had already founded the colonies 

Frankenmuth in the year 1845, Frankenlust in the year 
1846, and Frankenhilf in the year 1849 by Germans 
abroad, he resolved in the year 1850 to call a fourth 

colony into life in the Saginaw Valley in Michigan, and 
indeed about 14 miles east of Saginaw City. Compassion 
for his needy fellow human beings in distress was what 

drove him to do so. There he saw these farmers and 
craftsmen who could barely scrape together their 

livelihood. These young people, when they wanted to 
move to another place, were denied permission by the 

state to marry, because they could not pay the prescribed 
fees. For such he wanted to create help. Through the 
colony, such help was to be provided to people from 

Germany. Hence the name: 
“Frankenhilf.” (After the establishment of the railroad 
station and post office, this place was later renamed 

Richville.)



S'cfJon im �nf)re 1848 fJatte 11.Mtor @5ieber/.i in ijranfenluft bon 
't:eutid)lanb ben Wuftrag erf)nrten, mit einem ::teif be� in Sl)eutfdifonb 
gefommdten Sl'olonijotion�fo-l)itaf%, ba� aucfJ ,itH @_frilnbung her nnbe, 
ren Stofonien gebient (Jatte, 2nnb fiir rine t1iertr S't'ofonie 5u faufen. 
Q;{; gejcfJnfJ. Unb im i]riHJjaf)r 1850 reiften aucfJ mdJrere 5:amiflen 
untcr ijiH1ru11g be{; \l3rebigtamt�fonhibt1ten �ennnn Sl'iHJn bon 
't:eutft{Jfanb 06 mit Ofm G:ntfd1Iith, in her 11euen Sfofonie fief) niebet• 
,:1ufaffen. Sl'iifJn bradJte feine Sl'oioniften giiiifWfJ nadJ SDetroit; ooer 
fdJon bllrt 6Iiebrn etlicfJc 3nmilien fiten, hie nnberen 3oge11 e;:l bot:. 
teil{; in \Wonroe, teifo in a11bere11 .\'fofonien fidJ nirher3ufoHen. Wuc 
AltJei \ynmifien, ®ottfou Wmn1L111 1111h iWicfiae! @5cfJltlar3 biieoen ifJrem 
<ifntfdJfuffe treit. �111 �uni 1850 famcn fie fJicc an. 

�(mmon bnutc f ogieicfJ ein 3iuecrentfiwecf1enhe1:, \ffiofJnfJou{I in oer 
Wnfiebfung Dl'r ltrhJnlheS. �ei ber G:inmeif)ttllg om 1. Wuguft f)at \l3n° 
ftor .�iifJn fJier awn erften 9.l?afe ge.\)rehigt, unb f Ll bie Wn[ieb(ung mit 
@ofter, \illort 1mb ®ebd geiueffJt. St'ii(Jn, ber IJier nm 3mei fjamilien 
Iintte, Me fefbft mit G:ntlieIJnmg fihntiftcn, fonnte Iiier nirIJt :6Ici6en. 
Wmmon trnb @5cf11uor3 fJnrden au{;, auf @otter, &)iife ficfJ berloffenb. 
@inc britte fjamifie fom. Unb \l3farrer 2oIJe mar horauf bebmf1t, fih: 
�ronfenfJiff rec!Jt foib cincn \l3oftor 3u lirforgen. ®·o fom im nac@en 
0afJn' \lsnftor 0. SDeinborfcr mit einem ffe\nen 8ui11od1s fiir �ranfrn, 
{Jiff our, meutf rfJfanb (Jler on, iua(Jrenb t1orfJcr bic \l3oftore11 6ieuer?, unb 
@ri"ibner hie S'rofoniftcn mit \illort unh ®aframent 06iuct1J[dnb 6ebicnt 
fJntten. 

�fm 2. Wb\.ll'11t,:,fo11ntage 1851 f)ieft \l3aftor Sl::;einbi:irfer f)ier feinen 
erften Clfottesbienft unb 3111or im Wmmon'ft{Jen �auje. Sl)ie?, mar mtif) 
ber @riinbnnn1:,tag ber ®emein-be. 9fmmon rihtmtc bem �aftor etn 
8immer in [einem ,'Qaufe ein; in hir[em luurbett aucfJ bie @otte?,bienjte 
ber @cmcinbe abgcfJoften. �ftHfJ gnu Wmmon bem \l3nftor freie Stoft. 

�11 tdcf)t nanJ 2 0nf)rc11 mar bie iamilien6ofJf her Sl'ofonic burdJ 
8u3ug non meutfd1fonh 311 20 fJcrongeinmfJfcn. 't:os Wmmon'fdie �nut 
1uar tiir bie ®ottesbienfte 3u ffein ge\llorben. 250 jdwnfte er bcr ®e, 
mcinhc ,1 9fd'ec 2nnb, tuo fir{J iett 1111\er ®ottcsocfcr 5efinbet, unb bie 
@cmeinbc liautc nut bief em 2nnbe aui:, 6ef cfJfagenen �:Hi:icfon ifJre erfte 
Sl'ircfJe 25 X 36 \y1113. So mar nun nucfJ bie S'rofonie mit einem ®ottcs, 
I1m1fc berforgt. 

When Pastor Johann Friedrich Siebert received the commission in the 
spring of 1848, in the free air of Germany, to serve a part of the 

German colonization society—which also served as a means for the 
founding of new colonies—and to purchase land for a fourth colony, it 
happened accordingly. And in the spring of 1850 several families also 
traveled under his leadership from Germany with the firm resolve to 

settle down in the new colony.

Siebert first brought his colonists safely to Detroit; but already there 
several families remained behind, while the others moved on, some to 

Monroe, some to other colonies, to settle there. Only two families, 
Gottlob Ammon and Michael Schwarz, remained faithful to their 

decision. On June 11, 1850 they arrived here.

They immediately built a temporary dwelling, a log house, in the 
settlement of the wilderness. At the dedication on August 1, Pastor 

Siebert preached here for the first time, and consecrated the 
settlement with God’s Word, prayer, and song. Siebert, who here had 
only two families, and who himself with determination continued his 

travels, could not remain here. Ammon and Schwarz endured, trusting 
in God, helping themselves as best they could. A third family arrived. 

And Pastor Lohe was intent on providing the Franconian settlement as 
soon as possible with a pastor.

Thus in the following year Pastor G. Weinberger came with a newly 
built parsonage for the Franconians, hither, while previously the 

pastors Beuer? and Grübner had served the colonists from Germany 
with Word and Sacrament.

On the 2nd Sunday of Advent 1851 Pastor Weinberger held his first 
divine service here, namely in Ammon’s house. This was also the 

founding day of the congregation. Ammon prepared a room for the 
pastor in his house; in this room the divine services of the 

congregation were also held. At that time Ammon granted the pastor 
free board. After scarcely two years the number of families of the 
colony had increased to 20 through immigration from Germany. 
Ammon’s house had become too small for the divine services. 

Therefore he donated to the congregation 1½ acres of land, where the 
churchyard is now located, and the congregation built on this land, of 

rough logs, its first church, 25 by 36 feet. Thus the colony was now also 
provided with a house of God.



lxf)c hie neuerbautc St'ircfJc cingc1ucif1t 1ucrhen fonnte, fJatte bic 
jun1Je @cmci1thc ein jdJl1>erc l,lsriif11Hg 0u beftcf1cn. )!11cif l_lsoftor 5:!:ofJc 
in her 53cf1re uon S'Nnf1c 1111h ilfmt unh t10m ®onntoge onherf. kf1rtc, 
am @ottl'{l 1ffiort kfJrt, rod! l'l' gcnen C\fotk'3 1ffiort ein tm1f enhiaf1dnei3 
\)leicfJ le6dc, io 1uor 3mif cfJrn iIJm unb her rnrntomi StJ1tohc cin 9lifl 
entftanhrn. '.to nun l,lsoftor stcinhorfcr fiffJ nidJt auf hie @;cite hc.i.l 
llTiortci3 @ottci3 fteffte, fonhern ei3 mit 53i.if1e f1idt, f o fcgtc er nocfJ nicfJt 
nan3 3roeiiiff1rigcr Wmti3tiitigfeit im Se1.1tcmfier 1853 f eln \tfmt on her 
(jiefigen @emcinhe nirher 1111h 30g nodJ ~t)\llO. IJ:r nafJm omfJ @focl'c 
11nh 9rftorbeflcihung, 1uof. lion steutfrf1fn11h fiir bicf c ncuc S'tircf)e fJer, 
iibergcfanht \110rhcn luor, mit iidJ. Seine ?.BerfucfJc, oucfJ hie C\kmeinhe•0 

gfirher fiir ficfJ 311 geluinnen, lnoren erfofgfoB bis auf 9rmmon, ber mit 
i()m 30g. 

0:£\ ift nur nntiit-Ii.fJ, hob hurdJ steinhorfer{I ®tcffung unh ~onh• 
Tung in her jungen @emeinbc eine nidit lWringc Wufregung ent[tauh, 
a6er hmcfJ @otMl @uahe ift fie bor ®eeienf c(Jahen 6c1uafJrt gef1Iic6rn. 
sticier Stumpf mui3te 3u ifJrem 'Seften bienen; henn bahurcfJ rourbe iie 
ii6er hie ~nlefJre oufgeffiht unb in her 1ffiafJrfJeit fcfter gegriinhet. 
'.tie{; fJat bie @emeinbe nadJft <Mott l,lsoftor ~rob6elen bon g;ranfenmutfJ 
3u berhonfen, an hen fie fkfJ roanhte unh her iljr au§ ®otte{I 1ffiort 
~eigte, haf3 niciit hie 9JHffouri @5tJnohe, f onhern 23IJe bon ber red)ten 
2efJre obgemicfJen jei. 

'Vic regcfmiif3il)e 'Sehiemmg mit 1ffiort 1111b Safrnment gefcfJnfJ 
nun tuieher fiir ein ';sof)r hurcfJ hie l_lsafforcn ®ietJer~, i:ier am 1lJWfJaeli~• 
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First Church and Bell Tower

Before the newly built church could be consecrated, the young 
congregation had a difficult test to pass. Because Pastor Löhe 
taught differently about church and ministry and Sunday than 
God's Word teaches, because he taught a thousand-year reign 
contrary to God's Word, a rift had arisen between him and the 
Missouri Synod. Since Pastor Deindörjer did not side with the 
Word of God, but sided with Löhe, he resigned his position in the 
local congregation in September 1858 after not quite two years of 
service and moved to Iowa. He also took the bell and altar cloths, 
which had been sent from Germany for this new church, with 
him. His attempts to win over the congregation members were 
unsuccessful except for Ammon, who moved with him

It is only natural that Deindörfer's position and actions caused 
considerable unrest in the young congregation, but by God's 
grace it was preserved from spiritual harm. This struggle had to 
serve its best interests; for through it it was enlightened about 
the false doctrine and more firmly grounded in the truth. The 
congregation owes this, next to God, to Pastor Röbbelen of 
Frankenmuth, to whom it turned and who showed it from God's 
Word that not the Missouri Synod, but Löhle had deviated from 
the true doctrine.

The regular service of Word and Sacrament was now again 
provided for a year by Pastor Sievers, who on Michaelmas-



fcfte 1853 bie erfte miocffircfic ein1ueifitc. unb @ri:ibner bon 
�ranfcntroft. Su 9fnfang be£l �afiref, 1854 ucricf biejc @emcinbe in 
@cmeinf cfiaft mit Hirer <Sd)lucfterfolonie i5ranfentroft &jerrn jJsaftor 
SDicre, bcr uif, 311111 �afJrc 1957 jeben britten <Sonntag, f olnie aurfi jeben 
�1nittluocfi fiier @ottc£lbienft unb �fJriftenfefJre fJielt. 9fff, bief er bann 
einem mufe ttadJ jffii£lconfin fofgte, lierief man ben jj3rebigtamt£lfonbi­
baten �- Cfi£lfeffer, bcr bi£l awn 0af)l'c 1862 fJicr in berf eluen jfficife 
i5ilialbienfte berricfitcte. 

jfficif bie ncunjafJrigc mcbicmmg am i5ilialc infonbcdJcit aucfJ 
filr bic <Scf111fjugcnb cine mongclfJofte 1111b bie SafJf bcr @Heber omfJ 
cine gri:if3crc gcluorbcn roor, f o 6ef cf1fof3 bic @cmeinbc, cinen eigenen 
jJsoftor 311 liernfen. 6ie fonbtc ifJren erften mernf ou£l, unb 3luor on 
&jerrn jJsoftor @corg mcrnffJof, �onfofce, 0ff. mcrntfJof nofJm ben 
mcruf on l11tb lvurbe am 6011ntog �i:itore, ben 1. Wpril 1862, bllrcf) 
bie jJsaftoren D. i5iirliringer, 9Jc. @ii11tfJer llttb �- @i£lfeffer in fein 
9fmt eingeffffJrt. <Seitbcm fiat bic @emeinbc in Hirer @cf cf)idite mu: 
er[t 11ocfi cine \l3forra111tM1cruf11ng l1off3ogen unb bo£l iuor, am fie 0111 
11. �ebruor 1D12, ol[o 50 �of)l'e f1.1Mcr, ben <ScfJrciber biefef, bon
9f rcabio, 9Jcicf)., berief.

lpnftor Glrorg �crnt�nl 

9,ocfJ 0mi:iffjiHJriger WmtMtitigfcit ifJref, erften anfi:i[figen jJsaftorf, 
3tlf){tc fie 85 ft:mmucrccf1tigte @fieber. :1;cr maum ber erften mroct­
fircf1e roor 011 ffein geluorben. er fonnte bie ,SofJI bcr &jorer nicfJt mefir 
foffen; cine �(113afJ{ @f:cber luor in3roif cf1en oudJ born Iieben @ott mit 
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The first log church was built in 1853. The church was run by the 
residents of Frankentrost. At the beginning of 1854, this congregation, in 

conjunction with its sister colony of Frankentrost, called Pastor Dike, 
who held services and religious instruction here every third Sunday and 

every Wednesday until 1857. When he then answered a call to 
Wisconsin, the candidate for the ministry, I. Eisfeller, was called, who 

performed branch services here in the same manner until 1862.

Because the nine-year-long service as a branch had become inadequate, 
especially for the schoolchildren, and the number of members had also 

increased, the congregation decided to call its own pastor. They sent out 
their first call, to Pastor Georg Bernthal of Kankakee, Ill. Bernthal 

accepted the position and was installed on Laetare Sunday, April 1, 
1862, by Pastors D. Fürbringer, M. Günther, and J. Eisfeller. Since then, 
the congregation has only made one further appointment in its history, 
and that was when, on February 11, 1912, 50 years later, they called the 

writer of this Arcadia, Mich.

Pastor Georg Bernthal

After twelve years of service by their first resident pastor, the 
congregation numbered 35 members entitled to vote. The name of the 

first block church had become too small; it could no longer 
accommodate the number of listeners. A number of members had also 

passed away in the meantime



irbifef1en @iitern gefegnct hlorbrn, \o lic\cf1fof3 [ie 0111 30. Wuguft 187 4 
ein neuer, @otteM1our, 311 errid1tcn. 9cocfJbem mon im m:li11tcr emen 
moupfot gejucfJt, \l3fanc cnt\uorfen unb nur,gegcben fJntte, tuurbc mt 
6ommer ber, 0nf1rer, 187 5 cin [d1m1afl'r, iYl'llt11geliih1be crricf1tet, 
75 X 40 iYllf3, 111it Wftnrni[d1e l1011 20 3uf3, :t:urml1or\ill'l1t1g unb :t:un11 
bon 115 i_j,1tf3 S;,lofJe 1111b 31uei @foefrn. Wm 9Jcief1neli{lfcftc bcr,[eilicn 
'.;sof1ref\ luurbc bic neue Sl'ircfJe bem 1)ienfte beB breieinigen @otteB ge. 
1ueif1t. ~m ~ofirc 1881 foufte bic @emeinbe cine \l3fcifenorgef lion 
ifJrcrc afteften 6d)lurftcrfofonie i)rnnfrnmutfJ, bie 33 .~ofJrc [pcikr 
(1914) bon brr bortigrn 6t. 0of1onni!:i-@e111cinbc )uicber 3uriicfgcfouft 
hlurbe. 

9fn 6teffe brr, er[ten \l3forrf1011[er,, ein ffeineB 1Bfod'f1ot1B ncl1en ber 
erften mfod'firc(Je nor,blidJ bon un\cnn @oteBocfer, boB mit \130,tor 
merntf10IB 9(nfunft erbout tuodwn tuor, erricf1tete bic @cmcinbe im 
~ofJre 1884 cine nc11c \l3fon1uofJnung, unb 31uor ouf bcr onberen 
6eitc bcr 6tro\3e, 11orbf id1 bon bcr Sl'irefJe. 

~n bcn kttcn 15 0of1en bcB l10rigcn ~of1rf1unbcrtB ift ~ronfcn, 
fJif f on 8ofJ( brr 0.llieber bc[onbcrfi ftorf ge1uocf1frn unb f1ot 11\nci Hirer 
iifterrn .~ofonicfrf11uc[tcrn iilierffii(tcft. 9fm Cfnbe bcr 90ger 0of1rc 
DiifJftc [ie [ e(Jon iiber 600 ®'eden unb bcinofJe 200 fti1111116crec(Jtigte 
@ficber. i_\,tonfcn(Ji(f ift bon onbcrn @emeinbcn 11icf1t cingccngt; boB 
Wcfrrfonb uniercr 5-'.onbtuirte gcf)ort mit 311 ben frucf1t6nrften im go11-
3e11 6ogi1101nt0Ic. 1)il'jcr lt111ftonb f1ot boB 9(ugc bcr 3omilicnl1iitrr 
in 3ronfenmutfJ noefJ 3rnnfcnfJilf gcrid1M. l!sidc bortigc l!siitrr lno­
rcn ifJrcn Sl\nbcrn mit fftot unb :t:nt 6l'f1ifffid1, jief1 in ~rnnfcnfJif f nic, 
bequfofie:1. Wuf bicfe m:lci\c ift OU£\ ~rnnfcnf1iff .~ung-1'yronfenmutr1 
u11b groj3 gl'lnorbcn. 

Woef1 groiicr ofo boB m:lod1Mu111 nn SofJf 11nb 011 irbi[cf1e11 @iitcrn 
tunr o6er bl'r 6egen, bl'n @ott mit ~ort uni) 6ofromcnt 011 j1mg unb 
oft burc(J il'incn trcucn 1)ienl'r, \l3ojtor mcrntf1of, (Jicr 011Bftreutc. \};iir 
bide grof3en @11obencr1ucij1111gcn, bic @ott bicfcr @cmcinbe burcfJ 50 
~ofJrc I1i11burcfJ fo rcid1fid1 erl11ie[rn Iiottc, \uofftc bie 6t. 9Jcief1odi~-­
@e111cinbc bem Sjcrrn bl'[onbcrB bonfen bmd1 eine ~ulieffeier, bic om 
18. un 1D. Wuguft 1901 ftottfonb. Sonntogr, \umben 3hlei l}cftgot, 
tcBbienfte, 1uo3u 9cocf16orgemei11ben cingefoben hloren, in ber SNrrfw gc• 
f)olten, 1uo6ci bic \l3oftore11 m:lif3miiffcr 1111b Surfer lion &ronfennmtf) 
t1rebigtcn, unb bcn lltie(Jftcn :t:og feiertc 111011 im ~reie11, tuoliei cine 
beutje(Jc unb c11gI\[cfJc ffkbc gef1oftc11 hlurbc. 
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Having been blessed with earthly goods, the congregation resolved on 
August 30, 1874, to erect a new church. After searching for a building 
site during the winter, drawing up and distributing plans, a handsome 
church building, measuring 75 x 40 feet, with a 20-foot nave, a spire, 

and a tower 115 feet high, and two bells, was erected around the 
summer of 1875. On Michaelmas of the same year, the new church 

was consecrated to the service of the Triune God. In 1881, the 
congregation purchased a pipe organ from its oldest sister church in 

Frankenmuth, which was bought back 33 years later (1914) by the St. 
John's congregation there.

In place of the first parsonage, a small log house next to the first log 
church north of our Godesader, which had been built with Pastor 

Bernthal's arrival, the congregation erected a new parsonage in 1884, 
on the other side of the road, north of the church.

In the last 15 years of the previous century, Frankenhilf grew 
particularly strongly in the number of members and surpassed two of 
its older sister colonies. By the end of the 1890s, it already numbered 

over 600 souls and almost 200 voting members. Frankenhilf is not 
hemmed in by other congregations; the farmland of our farmers is 

among the most fertile in the entire Saginav Valley. This circumstance 
has drawn the attention of the fathers of families in Frankenmuth to 

Frankenhilf. Many fathers there helped their children with advice and 
practical assistance to settle in Frankenhilf. In this way, Frankenhilf 

grew into Jung-Frankeninu, and

Even greater than the growth in number and earthly worshippers was 
the blessing that God, through word and sacrament, bestowed upon 
young and old here through his faithful servant, Pastor Bernthal. For 
these great acts of grace, which God had so abundantly granted to 

this congregation over 50 years, the St. Michaelis congregation 
wished to express their special thanks to the Lord with a jubilee 

celebration, which took place on August 18th and 19th, 1901. On 
Sunday, two festive services, to which neighboring congregations 
were invited, were held in the church, with Pastors Wizmüller and 

Zucker from Frankenmuth preaching. The following day, the 
celebration continued outdoors, with a speech given in German and 

English



Das Jnnere ber '!Hrd]e 

�ie f.dJtcn 25 �of)rc. 

WucfJ in bicfcm ,8eitraum i]t bie @emeinbc nocfJ on ,8o{JI geroocfJfen, 
ouer [onbcrficfJ tuor bieB einc \jscriobe be§ �ouen§ noc{J ouf3en unb 
nocfJ innrn. Su ocfJt ber[cfJicbencn 9.lcofcn finb gri:ibere �auten ue, 
f cfJfoHen, 011§gefiifJrt unb ue�ofJft tuorhen: @:in �onfirmonbenfJau§ ou� 
�ocff trin, 18 X 30, im �ofJrc 1D04; ®cfJufe unb S!ef)rertuofJnung be§ 
f iibficfJen '.I>iftrift§, 1D05; 0:inricfJtung cine§ @emeinbe,\Jorf§, mit �au, 
men 6c,1Jffon3t unb t1erf cfiiebenrn @cufotbcn, fiir �inberfc[t, 9Jcif[ion'3, 
feft 11[\u., im �ofJre 1908; U1116ou unb uebeutenbe mergri:iuerung ber 
Sf'ircfJc mit eincr SDom,1JffJei3ung;3onfoge, 1909; ein 9flt[i�tuofmung fiir 
\jso[tor �erntfJof, HH1; Wnfonf einer 3t11ei111011110Iigen \jsfeifenorgel 
mit 21 \t1recfJenben unb 7 mccfJonifcfJcn 9kgiftern, tuo311 ber fongiufJrige 
IBorftefJl'r @eorg (lrtmer ifJr $1000 teftomentorifcfJ gefcfJ,enft f)atte, bie 
im �o(Jrc HH4 $3.500 foftde; Umuou ut1b �(116011 be§ \jsfardJoufe§, 
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The Interior of the Church

The Last 25 Years

During this period, the congregation continued to 
grow in number, but this was particularly a period 
of building both outwardly and inwardly. Several 
major construction projects were decided upon, 
carried out, and paid for: A confirmation house 

made of ashlar, 18 x 30 meters, in 1904; a school 
and teacher's residence for the district, 1905; the 
creation of a community park, planted with trees 

and various buildings for children's festivals, 
mission events, etc., in 1908; the renovation and 

significant enlargement of the church with a 
steam heating system, 1909; and a retirement 

apartment for Bastor Bernthal, 1911 Purchase of 
an aveimanual pipe organ with 21 speaking and 7 

mechanical stops, for which the long-serving 
forester Georg Ortmer had donated $1000 in his 

will, and which was further increased by $3,500 in 
1914; conversion and extension of the rectory,



1820; unl:i 311Ieut cine neuen 3\veifloffige mol:ierne jBocrfteinf cf)ufe, 
40X 60 im mifloge '.l)iftrift fiir $12.000 im ~ofJre 1922. Gr$ 1ft roof)r, 
1tn[ere @emeinl:ie ift gro13 gclvorl:ien, bie SofJf l:ier ftimmberecfJtigten 
orncl:ier i[t nof)e3u 300, ®ott !Jot oucfJ l:iie oUermeiften mit irl:iifcfJen 
9Rittcfn reicf1Iicf1 gc\egnet; oucr, bot l:iie\e mouten nocf) ouf3en mogiicfJ 
gc\1JOrl:ien finl:i, ift ein [icfJtborcr mc1vei$ l:iofiir, l:iof3 ®otte$ ~ort oucfJ 
on l:iic\em nrte nidJt ofJne i)ntCfJt gelve\ en ift. Unl:i roenn :Du, geneigter 
~cfcr, frog[ t: ~o ift l:ier 6ome fiir l:iiefe e;rucfJt OU$geftreut roorl:ien ?, 
io f01ttet l:iic ~fntlnort: SDo$ ift fJ01tpt[ocf1Htl1 gefcfJef)en l:iurdJ l:iie 

~f)riftriclje @emeinbcf d}ttf e. 
SDaf3 on un\erm nrte, tno bor 75 0ofJren l:iie ®egenl:i l:iicfJter Ur0 

ivoll:i roar, jeut l:i\e ~fcd'er mit l:ien f cfJonften IT;riicf1ten prong en unl:i l:i\e 
®orten mit l:iuftenl:ien mrumen gef dJmiicrt finl:i, l:iie$ fJot nur eine 'Ur: 
\ocfJe: 9Jfon fJot maume, ®efpriipp unl:i Unfrout entfernt unl:i DO$ 
~onl:i beorueltet unl:i be[ot. 60 berfJLHt e$ fief) mit l:ier cf)riftlicf)en Grr 0 

3iefJung l:icr fJeron\vodJ\enl:ien 0ugenl:i in einer dJriftiidJen ®emeinl:ie. 
~irl:i l:iie ~ugenl:i in l:ier 8ucf1t unl:i mermof)nung 3um &)Grrrn er3ogen, 
[o ift l:iie ®emeinl:ie einem ~mer gfeicfJ, l:ier mit l:ien fcf1onften IT;riicf)ten 
i1rongt unl:i einem ®orten, in l:iem tnof)Itiecf)enl:ie jBlumen buften. 

SDof3 l:iie cfJriftiidJe Grr3ief1ung l:ier ~ugenl:i in einer ®emeinl:iefdJttfe 
3u l:ien &)oupt[orgen einer cf1riftfid1en ®emeinl:ie gefJort, rouf3ten un[ere 
mmn Wn[iel:ifer tnofJL 6ie erfonnten, l:iof3 l:iie cf)riftficf)e ®emeinl:ie0 

f dJufe .l:iie eigentiidJe \l3flon3[tlltte l:ier "@emeinl:ie fei. 6dJon tnof)renb 
l:icr i)iiiof3eit fJoben l:iie beil:icn \lsoftoren SDicre unl:i Q':i$feUer 6d1ufe ge0 

fJoftrn, f o bief fie fonnten. \lsoftor jBerntf)oI !Jot in l:ien erften [ieben 
~o(jrcn [cine$ Wmte$ in l:ier Heinen 6oftiftei l:ier Sl'ircfJe regefmof3igen 
6cfJ1tfunterricf)t erteift. ~111 ~ofJre 1869 bericf l:iie ®emeinbe HJren 
erften S!ccfJrcr, &)crrn ~ofJonn imort. wrn l:iic\er nocfJ bier ~ofJren einem 
onl:iern mufe fofgtc, trot ~efJrer &,;,. 9JHiifer on feine 6teUe bi$ 3um 
~afJre 1880. &)ierouf 6crief l:iic ®emeinbe &)errn 2efJrer ~oll:iemor 
\.Jon 9k1rner 011~ l:ier 6dJlvcftcrfofonie IT;ronfenhtft, l:ier 31 ~o·f)re long 
mit gro13cr ;{rcue, \eitenem IT;feif3 unb ®ef cfJicf feine$ itmie$ on l:ier 
6dJule l:iie[cr ®cmeinl:ic tnortete. SDie beil:ien erften, [oroie oudj 2ef)rer 
\.Jon 91:enner, lvoren bis 311111 ~of.ire 1882 ®emeinbe- unb 6tour~,. 
[cfJttfief)rer in -einer \15erf on. ~eiI ouer imterbe[fen l:iie SofJI l:ier Sl'in• 
ber fiir einen 2ef)ter 311 grof3 gc\11orl:ien roar, f o ue[cfJfol3 l:iie ®emernl:ie 
in ifJrer 9Jcoiberf ammhmg 1882, ein cigene$ 6cf1uffJ01t$ au uo11e11 unb 
ifJren S!cefJrer nicfJt mefJr a[$ 6taat$•, [onbern nur om ®emeinbefefJrer 
311 gebro11clJen, ber bor offem im :Deutfcf1en unb in bet Oleligion l:iie 
SNnber unterridJte, tniif)tenb ber UnterricfJt in l:ien englidJen e;iiuJern 
l1on einem 2efJrer l:ier offcntfidJen 6cfJu{e erteift roerl:ien f ofie. 60 
ro11rbc alfo bic 6cfJiilcr3ofJl 1111ter 3tnei berfcfJiebenen ~efJrern berteirt; l:iie 
o6eren .\Noflen 6cf11dJten morgn$ l:iic ®emeinbef dJule fiir l:ien l:ieutfcfJen 
unl:i ffteligion$ttHierricfJt, tnofJrenl:i bie unteren St'loff en morgen$ l:lie 
6toornfcfiufe be[ucfJtcn fiir ifJren engfifcfJen UnterricfJt, unl:i nocfJmittog$ 
umgefefJrt. ~n l:iiejer ~ei[ e f)oben beibe 6cf1ufen in unferem mWoge 
bier3ig ~ofJre long friebiirfJ neben- 11111) miteinonber georueitet. 
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1920; and lastly, a new two-classroom modern Badstein school, 40x60 in the 
Billage District for $12,000 in 1922. It is true, our congregation has grown 

large, the number of voting members is nearly 300, and God has also richly 
blessed the vast majority with earthly means; but, that these buildings have 

become possible outwardly is visible proof that God's Word has not been 
without fruit in this place either. And if you, kind reader, ask: Where was the 
seed for this fruit sown?, the answer is: This has happened primarily through 

the 
Christian Community School

That in our place, where 75 years ago the area was dense primeval forest, now 
the fields are laden with the most beautiful fruits and the gardens are adorned 

with fragrant flowers, has only one cause: Trees, brambles, and weeds were 
removed, and the land was cultivated and sown. This is how it is with the 

Christian education of young people in a Christian community. If young people 
are raised in discipline and admonition to learn, then the community is like a 
vein laden with the most beautiful fruits and a garden where fragrant flowers 

bloom.
That the Christian education of young people in a community school is one of 
the main concerns of a Christian community was something our new settlers 

were well aware of. They recognized that the Christian community school was 
the true breeding ground of the community. Even during the time they were 
serving as assistant pastors, the two pastors, Dicke and Eisfeller, held classes 

as much as they could For the first seven years of his ministry, Pastor Bernthal 
regularly held classes in the church's small sacristy. In 1869, the parish 

appointed its first teacher, Johann Walt. When he left four years later to 
accept another position, teacher J. Müller took his place until 1880. Following 

this, the parish appointed teacher Woldemar von Renner from the sister 
colony of Frankenlust, who served the parish school with great loyalty, 

exceptional diligence, and skill for 31 years. The first two teachers, as well as 
teacher von Renner, served as both parish and state schoolteachers until 

1882. However, because the number of children had meanwhile become too 
large for one teacher, the community decided at its May meeting of 1882 to 
build its own schoolhouse and to use its teacher not as a state teacher, but 

only as a community teacher, who would primarily teach the children German 
and religion, while English lessons would be given by a teacher from the public 

school. Thus, the number of pupils was divided between two different 
teachers; the upper grades attended the community school in the mornings 
for German and religious instruction, while the lower grades attended the 
state school in the mornings for their English lessons, and vice versa in the 

afternoons. In this way, both schools in our village worked peacefully side by 
side for forty years.



Uorblid)e Sd)ule 

1£el1renvolj111111(1 ber norblid)en Sd1ule 
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Sba in hen neun3iger ~afJren ha$ ®emeinbegeoiet fic'f) immer me~r 
<1u$befJntc unb eincr 9!113afJl ~inber ba$ @eljen 3ur milfage 6c1Jtt1e taft 
11nmi.iglicfJ geluorben luar, fo erricfJtete bie @emeinbe im ~alJre 1894 
brei 9.lceifrn ni.irblicfJ w1b cine 9Jceife i.iftridJ bon bet SNtcfJe eine ,Sroeig~ 
f cfiuie nebjt S3efJrertuofJ111t11g unb amar gfeicfJ eine bolifffmbige, in bet 
affe$ gelcfJrt luurbr. ~ofgenbc 9Jllhmet f)abcn an bief er 6d1uie ge 0 

arbeitet: 6tubent ~arf 5Dtcf3 in ben 6c(1u1ja1Jten 1894 unb 1895; 
S!ef)rer ~- \l3ut t1on 1895 fJL{i 1903; £lef)rer ~- ,8eiie bon 1903 bi$ 
HJ08; 6tubent jBiedein 1908 unb 1909; ~ef)tet 2. 1JWbel bon 1909 
fJi{i rn21; S!efJrer 9ceuellfircfJ bon 1921 bi$ 1926. 9cacfJ Iiingeter ma, 
fan3 fJat S!efJrcr mictor ;;'siingef OU$ 9Jcaniftee, 9JfofJ., Oen jBeruf ber 
@emeinbe angenommen unb roirb an fang$ '3ej:Jtember f eine Wroe it 
beginnen. 

Das Jnnere bet Wrd]e 
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As the parish area expanded considerably in the 1890s, making it 
impossible for a number of children to attend the village school, the 
parish built a branch school with a teacher's residence three miles 
north and one mile east of the church in 1894—a complete school 
where all subjects were taught. The following men worked at this 

school: Student Karl Dreß in the school years 1894 and 1895; Teacher 
W. Puk from 1895 to 1903; Teacher W. Zeile from 1903 to 1908;

Student Bierlein in 1908 and 1909; Teacher L. Rödel from 1909 to
1921; and Teacher Neuenkirch from 1921 to 1926. After a long 

vacancy, Teacher Victor Jüngel from Manistee, Michigan, has accepted 
the parish's teaching position and will begin his work at the beginning 

of September.



i5aft gieirf)3eiHg f)atte fidJ Me @cmcinbe audJ nadJ :8ften f)in a11{; 0 

gebrcitet. 2fuf bic mittc ber bort luofJmnben @Iicber erricf1tetc Mc @e­
meinbe 1898, audJ brei ~1lceilen i:iftfidJ lrnn bcr SHrcfJc, cine brittc bolfc 
@cmcinbcf cfJuk mit 2cfJreriuofJtmng. ~(n biefer 6dJufe 11nterricf1teten 
2efJrer :8. ?ffiif3becf lion 1898 bi{; 1903; 2efJrer 2orcn3 SDi1n3cr lion 
1903 bi{; 1915 unb lion 1916 an ?ffialtIJcr mi:ifcnccfer, bcr audJ fJcute 
nocf) bort im 6cgcn tuirft. 

~c~rrr ®nltfJcr 'Biif cncdcr 

~I ud1 nacfJ bcm 6Uben (Jin tm1dJ-:; ba-:; QJemrinbegcbiet unb Me gaIJl 
ber SNnber. ~lll ~a(Jn' 1HOG griinbdc bie 0Jerneinbe auc(J 31ul'i ~l.llcikn 
iiibiidJ unb 1 ½ i:iftfidJ uon bcr .\l'irc(Jc cine l1L1f1ffo11Mge @emcinbef cfJttle 
mit 2e!JrerroolJllltng. SDer bantaiigc grofie 2t•Iirernrnngel ni:itigtc bie 
@cmeinbe, .'germ .~arf Sf1einatfJ al{; 2dJrcr fiir ein ~aIJr a113ufteifcn. 
~m 0afJrc 1907 folgtc bcr 2c(JramH.ifanbibat 2ubluig SDdn3cr bcm \Hufe 
bcr @cmcinbc, bcr audJ jctt tllldJ bort im 6cgcn arbcitct. 
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Almost simultaneously, the congregation had also expanded 
eastward. At the request of the members living there, the 
congregation built a third full-fledged community school 

with a teacher's residence in 1898, also three miles east of 
the church. Teachers O. Wißbeď taught at this school from 
1898 to 1903; Lorenz Dänzer from 1903 to 1915; and from 
1916 onward, Walther Bösenecker, who still serves there 

today.

Teacher Walther Bösenecker

The community area and the number of children also grew 
to the south. In 1906, the congregation also founded a full-
fledged community school with a teacher's residence two 

miles south and one and a half miles east of the church. The 
severe teacher shortage at the time forced the congregation 

to employ Mr. Karl Keinath as a teacher for one year. In 
1907, the student teacher Ludwig Danzer answered the 

congregation's call and still serves there today

13



Q)eftlid1e Sd111le 

\iel]Mwo1]1111119 trr cftlid1m Sd)ule 
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®o qatte nun :St. WcicfJaefi£\ brci bof1ftanbige @emeinbcf c!iuien ne. 
6en ifJrer ooen 6efrfJric6cncn l!3iffage ®cfiule, in bl'r nur beutf rfJ unb 
9re!igion gciefJd tunrbc unb an bcr feit 53cfJtcr 9knner£\ Wmt£\nicbei;, 
fegung 1D11 53efJrcr ~- a'.. W. ®intcrftcin fcit bem ~afire 1912 im 
®cgen arf1citete. ®Mirenb bic ®taarnocamten o:£\fJer nirfJt£\ bagegen 
gef agt fJatten, ba13 biefeI6cn Sl'inbcr Hnfercr l!3iffagc ®cfiuie ½ ~ag 
lion cincm ®emeinbddJrcr unb bcn folgcnben fJal6cn ~ag lion cinen1 
53cIJrcr bcr ®taate-fcfiufc 1111terrirfitct iuurbcn, f o iuurbc bae- l10m ~afJ"r~ 
1D19 an 011bcr£l. mon 53anfi11g au£l luurbc bicfc ®eifc, lucif nirfJt im 
@:inff ang mit bcm ®taat£lgcfcuc, untcrfagt. SDaburrfJ iuurbc bie 
~rc11e bcr ®cmeinbe auf cine fJartc \lstofic gcftcnt. @alt ee- bocfJ, cnt0 

lllcbcr unferc l!3iffagc ®cfiule gan3 311 l1crficren, ober fie 311 eincr boff• 
ffonbigen 311 mocficn, b. fJ. cine ncue 6cfJttlc 311 liaucn 1111b cine fiinftc 
53cfJrfraft an011ftcffc11. ~cncr 9Ritteihmn fof ntcn Iange, crnftc met> 
fJanbhrnncn offcntiicfJ unb f 011bcriicfJ. ®iirbc bir @c111einbc luiffig fcin, 
bic 6cbcutenbcn fi110113ieffen £ll,1fer 3u oringcn unb c3tuar in eincr f oicfJ 
011nriff£\l10Ife11 ;)Cit, in tueicfJcr ba£\ gOlli\l' @cmcinbcf cfiulluef cn bc£l 
®taate£l in ~irof3tcr ®cfaf1r ftanb? ~a. ce- roar fiir une- cine !l5tii 0 

funn£\3cit ! W6cr, 0fott .5306 1111b SDanf ! SDie ®emeinbe 6eftanb bie 
~robe. SDcr .~amµf 111uf3tc jcf1Iicf3fid1 ba3u bicnen, baf3 bie @emeinbe 
Hire 6dJ1tfr um fo Hefler nc1uan11 11nb 11111 f o fJof1cr fcfJt1i?tc. SD013 a'.fJrit 
ftenfinber cine cf1riftficf1e @:r3ief1u11g Iio6en tniiHcn, bief er @rnnbfau fie• 
f1idt bcn ®ien. 9fm 27. ~uli 1919 luurbe ga110 einftimmig bmcfJ Wuf• 
ftcfJcn 6ef cf)folfcn, baf3 iuir trotl offer bunffen ®0Ifc11 0111 ®cfJuffiimmeI 
aucfJ im l!3iffagc cine boffftanbine @emeinbef cf111fc einricfitcn, tuae- ein 
11cue£l :ScfiulfJau£l 1111b bie ~fnftcffu11g ciltct 5. 53cfJrfroft 6ebe11tete. ~n 

6itDlidJc 6dJulc 
15 

St. Michaelis now had three complete parish schools in 
addition to its Village School, described above, where only 
German and religion were taught and where, since Teacher 
Nenner's resignation in 1911, Teacher J. C. A. Winterstein 

had been working successfully since 1912. While state 
officials had previously objected to the fact that the same 

children from our Village School were taught for 12 hours 
by a parish teacher and the following half day by a teacher 

from the state school, this changed from 1919 onward. From 
Lansing, this practice was prohibited because it was not in 
accordance with state law. This severely tested the parish's 
loyalty. The question was either to lose our Village School 
entirely or to make it a full-fledged school, i.e., to build a 

new school and hire a fifth teacher. This announcement was 
followed by lengthy and serious public and private 

discussions. Would the community be willing to make such 
significant financial sacrifices, especially during such a 

turbulent time when the entire community school system of 
the state was in grave danger? Yes, it was a time of testing 

for us! But, thank God! The community passed the test. The 
struggle ultimately had to serve the purpose of making the 
community all the more fond of its school and cherish it all 

the more. The principle that Christian children must receive 
a Christian education prevailed. On July 27, 1919, it was 
unanimously decided by a vote of the community that, 

despite all the dark wolves in the educational landscape, we 
would establish a full community school in the Village, 

which meant a new school building and the hiring of a fifth 
teacher.



lel]rrnvol1111111g ber fiiblid1cn Sd7ule 
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Wn6ctracfJt bcr bamaf\grn groficn )l\aujc(Jroirrigfeiten iuurbe bie ~e• 
mcinbc lion bcn 6taat';\6camten olllll 9ce1t6a1t nicf)t fofort gcbri:ingt. 
60 fam ci.i, baf3 biei.i ncuc 31ueiffaf[igc allf> )Sacfftein aufgefilfJrte 
6cfJulfJmtf>, 40 X GO, mit )Safement unb i5urnace, baf> $12,000 foftete, 
crft im ;safJre rn22 cr6aut, unb am 7. 6onntage nacfJ 5trinitat\f, 1923 
mit 5206 unb SDanf cingctucifit iuurbe, iuobci \l3aftor W. merntfJal lion 
6aginaiu morgcnB beutf cfJ unb \l3aftor ff ~'ofrfJ au?, 5£>etroit nacfJmit• 
tag?, in engfijdJer 6,µracfJe bic ~cft,prebigten fJieiten. Wm 1G. 0ufi 
1D22 iuar &)err 52efJrer S'rad W. SDrcf3 bon @ranb 91a,pibf> al$ 52efJrer 
bcr I:'6crffajf c fiir bieje 6dJllfl' gctuonnen roorben, ,tcr in ben brei 06ere11 
0Jraben untcrridJtet, iuiHJn'nb 52rf;rer ~- G:. W. )lTiinterftein ben bier 
llnfrrcn CS.lraben borftdJt. 

Die neue Village Sd}ule 

@:inen gana 6e[onbercn !Borteif 6ietet unfere !Eiffage 6cf1ule nun 
aucfJ un[ercn .~onfirmanbcn allB ben entfcrntcn SDiftriften. ~m Sf'on• 
finnationBja(Jre fangcn bie 3u fonfirmierenbcn Sl'inber au?, ten anbern 
SDiftriften [cf1011 mit )Seginn be-8 6cfJufjaf)rcB an, 1111fere !Eiffage 6cf)llfe 
3u 6ef ucfJen. SD id\ fiat cincn bopl,1eltcn !Borteif: einmal iuerben babutcfJ 
bie o6crcn 05rabe ber 5 . .\efJrcr in brn gemif dJten SDi[trift.6dJufen entfa• 
ftet unb 3um anbcrn bcdicrcn bic ~onfirrnanbcn auf bell rociten [8egrn 
feine 6cfJ11f3eit iullfirenb bc-8 5tagcB. 9cmfJ meenbigung beB St'onfir· 
manbenllnterricfJtrf> trctl'lt bic .IT'inber morgen£l jofort 3ur W r6eit in oie 
3cfJufe ein. 
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Given the great difficulties in construction at the time, the community was 
not immediately pressured by state officials to build a new school. Thus, this 
new two-story, brick-built schoolhouse, 40 x 60 meters, with basement and 

furnace, which cost $12,000, was not built until 1922 and was dedicated 
with praise and thanksgiving on the 7th Sunday after Trinity in 1923. Pastor 

A. Bernthal of Saginaw delivered the sermons in German in the morning, 
and Pastor F. Kolch of Detroit delivered them in English in the afternoon. On 
July 16, 1922, Mr. Karl A. Dreß, a teacher from Grand Rapids, was recruited 

to teach the upper grades of this school, while Mr. J. C. A. Winterstein 
presides over the four lower grades.

The New Village School

Our Village School now offers a very special advantage to our confirmands 
from the distant districts. In their confirmation year, the children being 

confirmed from the other districts begin attending our Village School at the 
start of the school year. This has a twofold advantage: firstly, it relieves the 

upper-level teachers in the mixed district schools, and secondly, the 
confirmands do not lose any school time during the day traveling long 

distances. After their confirmation classes, the children go straight to work 
at the school in the morning



(ef)rer lfod U. Dre~ 

1£:ef)rer DreW Wol111ung 
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1£:el)rer J. <[. U. Winterftein 

1£:e(Jrer Winterftein's Wol)nung 
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l{onfirmanoenqaus 

60 fJat off o bic St. 9RillJacfo:L@emeinbe 4 6cfJulbiftrifte mit bier 
6cfJufgr6auben unb fiinf mannficfJcn S3efJrfraften. 2[u~ bem 3enf• 
forn ber ®cfJttfe, bie 3uerft in ber ffeinen 6afriftei ber ~fodfircfJe \.IC• 
fJaften lmtrbe, ift l'in grofler ~aum geroorben. )ffiie ben erften \\[n, 
[ ieblern bic ®'dJ1tfe cine ifJrer &,;,aut1tf orgen t1.1ar, f o ift aucfJ fJeute nodJ 
berm 9cadJfommen bie en. IutfJ. @cmcinbefcfJuk ein st-feinob, fiir be\• 
[ en CfrfJaltttng fie o).lfern 1mb fom).lfen. Unb roarum nicfJt? )ffierben 
bocfJ bie .'1'inber in bieirn ®'cfJttfen l1or affcm in bem einen unterricfitet, 
rna{i ifJnt'n not i]t 3um eluigen 5:!c6en, in ben S1'atccfJii3mtt£lttJafJrfJeiten 
unb ber 6i6fif cfJen @ejcf)ic(Jtc. SDane6en erfialten fie aucfJ cinen 
griinbiidJt'n Unterricf1t in bcn @fementarfacficrn, \oroofJI in ber beut, 
id1e11, luie in ber S2anbe£l\+1racfJe. :DfJne rufJmrebig 3u 11.Jcrben, barf 
fJier erluiifint rocrben, baf3 \cit @:rticfitung unb @:inridJtung un[ erer 
miffage ®cfJufc nacfJ bem 8eugni£l bcr t;founit),.®'cfJ1tluea111ten bie S'Nnber 
ber 9ticfJl1ilfcr @emcinbe licim ®cfireilien ifJrer @:i.;amen bie fiocf1f ten \l3ro, 
3e11te im t;fo1tntlJ crrcicfiten. modefJte{I ~afJr fiatte eine SffoHe bon 
l4 .~inbern att{I 9licfJl1iffe burcf)\cfJnittficfJ 89 \l3ro3ent ttnb lefJte{I ~afJr 
[ogar 92,3 \l3ro3e11t. 

@:rft 011 jenrm grof3cn @:rntetagc 11.1irb c{l rccf1t offenliar 11.Jerben, 
roie grof3 b1trcfJ @ottc§ @nabc ber 6cgcn gc111ef cn ift, ber bmcfJ unf ero 
®dJufe geftiftrt ift. )ffioffc @ott arnfJ fern er \cine f cfiiitenbe &,;,anb ubet 
1tn[ete SdJttle fJalten ! 

,,iYrieben lici .~irdj' unb 6cfJttirn un£l liefcfJere, 
\yrieben 3ugfcidJ ber 06tigfeit geluafire; 
i1,tieben bem ~)l'r3e11, iYriebcn bcm ®eroijf en 
@i6 31t genief;cn !" 
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Confirmation House

Thus, the St. Michael's parish has four school districts with four 
school buildings and five male teachers. From the mustard seed 

of the school, which was first held in the small sacristy of the Blod 
Church, a great tree has grown. Just as the school was one of the 

first settlers' main concerns, so too is the Evangelical Lutheran 
parish school a treasure for their descendants today, for whose 

preservation they sacrifice and fight. And why not? For the 
children in these schools are taught above all in the one thing 

they need for eternal life: the truths of the catechism and biblical 
history. In addition, they also receive thorough instruction in the 
elementary subjects, both in German and in the local language. 

Without boasting, it may be mentioned here that since the 
establishment and organization of our Village School, according to 

the testimony of the County School Officials, the children of the 
Richville parish have achieved the highest percentages in the 

county when writing their exams The year before last, a class of 
14 children from Richville averaged 89 percent, and last year even 

92.3 percent.

Only on that great harvest day will it truly become apparent how 
great, by God's grace, the blessing bestowed through our school 

has been. May God continue to hold his protective hand over our 
school!

"Peace be granted to us in church and school, peace also to the 
authorities; peace to the heart, peace to the conscience, grant to 

enjoy!"



<Be me in o e tJ or ft e {}er 
{ifoftau stortfjaf,o, Jof1a1111 Gt 6cljlua6, @corg ,\)ttuer, 

~afo6 !Bauer, Glcorg mogncr Sen, 

Sd)ulvorftel1er 
stad stcinntfJ, 9Ricf1ad stern, ffiicljal'b ,\)ihlcin, 

G:rnft CS:. 6clj1tfiJ, .3of1ann rr, ,\)cinl citt. 
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ml'rf 01ic·beuc?, nu?, hen f d1tcn 25 ~nf)1·c11. 

311 Wnfong be£l 00I1re§ 1!)12 kgten 3iuei im Wmte bicfer @e, 
meinbe ergrnute :I>iener ifJr Wmt 11iebrr: \µoftor @. ~erntfJof, ber Iiier 
50 0 o(Jre um1nterf1rod1rn unb treu georbeitet Iiotte, lucgen WfteriJ, 
f dJroiicfJe, unb 52efJrer [Bolbemor bon fftenncr, ber 31 0of1re fang im 
briiberiidJen ?Berf1aftni£l mit \eincnt \]softor treu bcr grof3cn ®'cfJulc gc, 
birnt f1otte, lucgen eine£l fi:irµerlicfJen 52eiben£l. [BiifJrenb ber fongcn 
Wmti33eit beiber roar bie 0kmeinbc grof3 1mb ftorf geroorben u11b fie 
fJotten tot\iidJficfJ im SDienfte ber @emeinbe ifJre @eiftei3, unb ~i:ir1)er, 
friifte ucr3efJd. [Bo§ offe bribe uieffdcfJt 11icf1t immer gegfoubt f1ottcn, 
bo§ burften fie erfo(Jrt'll. SDie @rmeinbe erfonnte Hire treuen :I>ienftc 
on unb fof111te e§ ifJnen. Wm ()jtertoge 1912 bonfte bie @emeinbe i:if, 
fentlicfJ bent breirinigen @otte 1111b d1rte Hire SDiener burc{J cine ~11, 
beifeier, luobei bie \]softoren ®'torm unb ~. @riiber 1)rebigten. ~eiben 
ricfitrte bie @emrin,be l'ine [Bo(Jnung ein; bem l,lsoftor erbaute man m6en 
brm \]3forrf1oufe rin neue£l ~au§, unb fiir ben 52cfJrer rourbe cine \ofdJe 
gemietd. Unb bomit 6eibe nicfJt blo\3 ()6bocfJ, f onbern oucfJ 9coIJrnng 
unb SHeibung I106en, f o erf1iert jeber fiir ficfJ unb feine i5omifie jafJr, 
IicfJ cine \]senfion uon $200. ®'o luurbe f1eiben ein f orgenfofer 52e6eni3, 
obenb 6ereitet. SDer be£l \]soft or§ \ offte o6er nidJt fonge boucrn. [BafJ• 
renb er I einem 9,ocfifoiger in bem crfkn S:,oibjnfJre feinei3 Wmtc§ nocfJ 
bc(JiifflidJ iuor bei l1erfd1iebcnrn W111i£if1onbhtngen, Io )umbe er, ber in 
ben 50 00I1ren f ciner fJiefigen [Birff omfcit 11ic einen @otMbienft roe., 
gen ShonffJeit I1otte ou£lfeten miij\en, om 9reformotion£lfefte 1912 frn11f. 
®'ein ~ronfenbett rourbe fein ®'terbebett. Wm 8. 9Jcara 1913 aeigten 
bic ~ircf1engfod'e11 bet @emci11be on, bo\3 if)r fongjafJtiger l,lsoftor feinen 
irbif cfJen 52ouf lion 7 5 0ofJrcn l10Uenbet I1obc. 12(111 12. 9Jcara rout be er 
dJriftfidJ aur 9htfJe beftottet unter einer ~eteH\gung, roie man fie fJier 
nocfJ nie gefef1en. ~ci ber ~eerbigung omtierte fein fongjafJriger Wmf£i, 
nmf)bor @. W. 9JcotJer im ,~oufe, l,lsoftor ~- ®'crcd'IJorbt in bet srircfJe 
unb ber ®'cfJreiber bief e§ om @robe. 9cun be3og 52efJrer uon 9renner 
bcn ,,Wlt\it" ber @emcinbe. ®'ein 2ebe11£lobenb bouerte fiinf 0of1re 
Hinger. 9cmfJ fongem unb iiberou§ f cf1mer3f1often 2eiben rourbe er 0111 
17. 9coue111ber 1918 bon offe111 Uebef crfi:ift u11b om 21. 9cobember 
untcr grof3er !BctcH\gung feiner friif)eren ®'cfJiiier, ber @emeinbe, Jei, 
nen 12(mHlbriibern unb ~efonnten ouf unf erem @ottei3ocfer cfJriftlicfJ aur 
9tufJe gebettet, roobei ®'cf1reiber bief e§ ouf @rnnb ber @bra er @:,1:Jiftel, 
Sfopitef 13, 7 f onbedicfJ f einen friif)eren ®'cfJiifern 3urief: ,,@ebenfet on 
cur{' 52ef1rer, bie eucfJ boi3 [Bort @ott§ gefogt fJoben, iuefcfJer @nbe 
I dJouet on unb fofget H1re111 @louben nmfJ." 

Un\ er @e111ci11beleben ift 111\t uiefrn @ebrecfien bef1nftet, e{l fefJft 
ottcfJ nicfJt on 15frcfen. [Bo bo§ [Bort @otte£l bie ~errf dJoft fiifJrt unb 
bcr Zeufcf bie 52cfJrc 11icf1t fiif\cfJen fonn, bo uerjurfJt er e§ boib ouf 
bie\e, 6olb ouf jrne [Beife, ben CS:egen br£l [Bortei3 311 fJinbcrn. Wber 
trot offer @ebrcrfJen 3eigt \icfJ mtdJ gefunbe£l geiftficfJe£l 52eben. 0 11 
unf eren 9Rorgengotte£lbienften Iioben )uir immer eine boffe ~ircfJe; bic 
Wbenbgottei3bienfte finb gut bcfmfit, burcfJ[cfJnittfidJ finb 80 \13ro3ent 
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Miscellaneous from the past 25 years.

At the beginning of 1912, two long-serving ministers of this congregation resigned 
their posts: Pastor G. Bernthal, who had worked here faithfully and continuously for 

50 years, due to old age, and teacher Woldemar von Renner, who had served the 
large school for 31 years in close partnership with his pastor, due to a physical 

ailment. During their long tenure, the congregation had grown large and strong, and 
they had truly devoted their mental and physical strength to serving the 

congregation. What neither of them had perhaps always believed, they were 
allowed to experience. The congregation recognized their faithful service and 

rewarded them. On Easter Sunday 1912, the congregation publicly thanked the 
Triune God and honored its ministers with a jubilee celebration, during which 

Pastors Storm and Grüber preached. The congregation provided both of them with 
accommodation; A new house was built for the pastor next to the parsonage, and 
one was rented for the teacher. So that both would have not only shelter but also 

food and clothing, each received an annual pension of $200 for himself and his 
family. Thus, a carefree retirement was arranged for both. The pastor's retirement, 

however, was not to last long. While he had assisted his successor with various 
official duties during the first six months of his term, he, who in his 50 years of 

service here had never had to miss a church service due to illness, passed away on 
Reformation Day in 1912. His sickbed became his deathbed. On March 8, 1913, the 

church bells announced to the congregation that their long-serving pastor had 
completed his earthly life of 75 years. On March 12, he was given a Christian burial 
with a turnout such as had never been seen here before. At the funeral, his long-

time neighbor E. A. Mayer officiated at the service in the house, Pastor S. Sckedhardt 
in the church, and the writer of this account at the graveside. Teacher von Renner 
then took up residence in the parish's "Altsis" (old man's quarters). His later years 

lasted five years longer. After a long and exceedingly painful illness, he was released 
from all suffering on November 17, 1918, and on November 21, with a large turnout 
of his former students, the congregation, fellow pastors, and acquaintances, he was 

laid to rest in a Christian ceremony on our church grounds. The writer of this 
account, based on the Epistle to the Hebrews, chapter 13, verse 7, addressed his 

former students in particular: "Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God 
to you. Consider the end and imitate their faith."

Our church life is afflicted with many flaws, and there is no shortage of blemishes. 
Where the Word of God reigns and the devil cannot falsify doctrine, he tries, now in 

this way, now in that, to hinder the blessing of the Word. But despite all flaws, 
healthy spiritual life is also evident. Our morning services are always full; the 

evening services are well attended, averaging 80 percent



bon ber fonfirmierten 0ugenb, bie 2 0afJre long nacfJ ffJrer S\l'onfirma• 
tion anhuortet, f onntllgiidJ in ber C£fJriftenfcfJre anlDe[cnb. Sl::lic Wlienb• 
mafJmliftc acigt, baf3 burcfJ[dJnittiicfJ affe commimiaierenben QHicber jafJr• 
fief) lieinafJe breimal 3um fJf. 2flienbmafJ1 gefJen. :'J)rei3efJ11 0iinglinge 
ber @emeinbc finb in bcn Sl::lienft ber ~irefJe cingdreten. 0n ben let• 
ten 10 ~ofJrcn f)ot bic @cmeinbc mit grofier ®iffigfcit iilicr $53,000 
fiir ouf,tuartige 81ucd'e borgereidJt. ~3or fiinf ~of)tcn iuurbe ein 
3rnuenberein orgoni[icrt, ber affc 3rnuen ber @emeinbe om @Iicbet 
on[icfJt unb on bcm iH1er 50 [iefJ tatig licteifigen. Sl::ler S)oupt3roecr bic• 
[cf> lnercinf> ift, ®crfe ber mormfJeqigfeit unb 53ielie 3u iilien. 011 jc• 
ber gcfcffigcn lner[ommfung, bie monatliefJ in berf cfJiebcnen ®ofJ1tlJi.1u• 
fern ftottfinben, roirb 9cutliringcnbef> borgele[en, ffeiflig genMJt unb 
oudJ eine Sl'offcfte erfJolien, liofb fiir 1.Wif[ion, lioib fiir einen ormen 
Stubcnten, liofb fiir IeililicfJc 9cotburft cincf, 9Jcitteffo[en. lnor brei 
~ofJren fJot bcr iYl'OUenberrin unter mcifJiilfe if)rcr 9.lcit[cfJtueftern unferc 
.~irefJc efoftri[cfJ liefeuefJtd. ltnb bofl un[er @emeinbeparf, in tuelcIJen 
bic @eml'inbe bic nocfJ gut erfJaftene oftc lniffogc 6cfJuie fteffen I\efl, 
nun fiir bie &cier 11n[crcf> 6d1uifcftef>, fiir 9Jciifionf>feft unb onbere 
&cftficf1feiten, fo gut cingerfrfJtct ift, ba3u fJalien nicfJt luenig un[ m 
ffeif3igen &rauen mit ficigetragen. 5!:>ic orte 6d1ule bicnt om @:flfooL 
in bcm, luenn notig, 150 \l,ser[onen 311 glcicfier Seit ge[peift roerben 
fonncn. Wn bie[en @:fljaoI, ber 34X40 ift, fJot 111011 cinen Wnlimt bon 
28 X 58 gef ett, ber om SHiefJc bicnt unb in bem offe ®pei[en 3uliereitet 
tuerbcn fonnen. 

Sl::lie ®t. 9RicfJoefif>,@emeinbe aaf)It gcgenroartig 1061 ®eefen, 729 
communi3ierenbe, 299 ftimmlierecfJtigte @Heber unb 194 ®cfJuifinber. 

6cf1fofr1uort. 
Biefie ®t. 9JcidJacfif>.@emcbtbe, filicfe 3uriicr out bie 75 0af1re unb 

licbenfc, 1uiet1id Ur[acfJc SDu fJoft, ber @iite, @nnbe unb mnrmfJer3igfeit 
Cllottcf> riifJmcnb 311 gebenfcn. @ott fJat SDicfJ bor liiefen anbern gefegnet 
mit offerfei geiftricfJClll ®cgen in fJimmii[cfJen ®iitern burcfJ C£f1riftum. 
stnufenbc burften [iefJ ber fnutern unb reinen \l,sre~igt bcf> @:bange• 
lilim;s bon C£f1rifto frc11rn 11nb troftcn. stnu[enben lion fJungrigen 
(Scefen fonntc in SNrcfJe unb (ScfJ1tfe offentficfJ unb [onberiidJ bnf, mrot 
bc;s ~elicnf, gclirocfien lucrben. 1443 ~inber finb iuiffJrenb biefer ~nfJ,, 
re b11refJ bie fJciline stmtfe inf> @nnbenreiefJ C£f1rifti oufgenommen; 1161 
finfirn [1ci ber S'ronfirmotion bcm breieinigen @ott streue gefolit; 343 
~routpanre fJnlien fieim lfintritt in ben fJeiiioen lff)eftanb ben gott. 
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The confirmed youth, who remain active for two years after their 
confirmation, attend Sunday catechism classes. The communion 

attendance list shows that, on average, all communicants receive Holy 
Communion almost three times a year. Thirteen young men from the 
congregation have entered the ministry of the church. In the last ten 

years, the congregation has generously donated over $53,000 to aid work 
outside the parish. Five years ago, a women's association was organized, 
which considers all women of the congregation as members and in which 
over fifty actively participate. The main purpose of this association is to 

perform works of mercy and charity. At each social gathering, which 
takes place monthly in different homes, readings are given, sewing is 
done diligently, and a collection is taken up, sometimes for missions, 

sometimes for a poor student, and sometimes for the basic needs of a 
member of the community. Three years ago, the women's association, 

with the help of their fellow sisters, installed electric lighting in our 
church. And that our community park, in which the community had the 

still well-preserved old village school placed, is now so well-equipped for 
our school festival, mission festival, and other festivities, is thanks in no 
small part to our hardworking women. The old school serves as a dining 

hall, in which, if necessary, 150 people can be dined at the same time. An 
extension measuring 28 x 58 meters has been added to this dining hall, 

which is 34 x 40 meters, serving as a kitchen where all meals can be 
prepared.

The St. Michaelis parish currently numbers 1061 souls: 729 
communicants, 299 voting members, and 194 school students.

Closing remarks

Dear St. Michael's Parish, look back on the past 75 years and consider 
how much reason you have to praise and remember God's goodness, 
grace, and mercy. God has blessed you above many others with every 
kind of spiritual blessing in heavenly goods through Christ. Thousands 

have been able to rejoice and be comforted by the pure and true 
preaching of the Gospel of Christ. Thousands of hungry souls have been 
able to receive the Bread of Life publicly and personally in church and 

school. 1443 children have been received into the Kingdom of Grace of 
Christ through the Holy Eucharist during these years; 1161 have pledged 
their loyalty to the Triune God at Confirmation; 343 bridal couples, upon 

entering the holy church, have received the divine
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licfJrn :Srnrn rr6den; G4,G41 hl''o1111111111 lfcrntcn f tf1rften ifircn 0Hau6en 
i:itmfJ ben 0k111113 bes fwilinrn 9f6t'ni:imafilti; an 448 0Jri16ern fonnte ber 
ZroU bcB ni.ittficfJcn 1.morte-5 1Jeit1l'1tbd lnerbt'n. :Srnt'n, ii6rr[cfJl11ennli, 
rfJcr Scge11 ! 0k1111n llrfmfJe, 011 j116l'l11, 311 fo6t'n, 311 banfr11 11nb 311 
+ircifl'n ! 

S2af3t unB affc lion ne11r111 nrfofwn, trr11 311 f1arten an ~cm ~c• 
frnnt11i£'> ber fJcil[mnen 52l'fJl'l', bic (~)Ott uns anl1ertra11t (Jot in [cinem 
~I\ortr, trc11 311 6fl'H1rn 6ei brm ~cfrnntniB ttn[crcr 
QliHer, bas in bc11 [tJt116ofi icfJcn ~iidJrrn ber rt1. futfJ . 
. ~irr(Jc niebcrndent ift. 0fro13 iii bir 0Jcfa(Jr, bic reinc 52efire 311 
t1crfirren. j!I\icl1icf fini) bod) brr Qlcrf 11cfJ1111ncn 1111b 52orfllnnen, mit be,, 
ncn iuir ti1nlidJ annrforfJten lucrbcn ! 52af3t 11ns ftcts an bas ~ort 
G£(Jrifti benfl'n: So ifJr 6fl'i6l'n iuerbet an mcimr 9kbe, [o feib \fir 
mcine rl'rfJtl'n ~iinncr 1111i) lncrbd bil' ~a(JrfJcit crfennen; imb bie 
~afJrfJeit tnirb e11cf) frl'i madJl'lt. 0ofJ. 8, B1. B~. 'l;arum faflet bieB 
unfer ti:iniirfJ 0Je6et il'in: 

(l;rf1art ttttB, ,(,3,(l;rr, '.Dcin (l;rf1e, 
'.Dciit lnrrtcB S:,ciiint11111; 
.3crrrif3, 3erf rfJt11Ci)l, l1rrbrr6r, 
j!I\a'3 iuibrr l;cinrn 9htfJm. 
52af3 SI:l'in 0kf et lllt£l fiif)rcn, 
@i.inn 1111'3 SI:l'i11 &)immdB6rot, 
520[3 S!:eiltl'll GrfJtlllll'f ttnB 3icrc11, 
,\;:il'if 11ns bmrfJ S!:eiltt'n Zob. 

(£rf1art in Gtmm 1111b ~cffcn 
l;cin ,'5i11tffci11, fa[l bodJ nicfJt 
ltns j!l\inb 1111b ~cttl'r filffen, 
:Steuer [cf6ft bein :ScfJiff 11nb ridit 
SDcn S2m1f, baf3 tnir crreidJen 
SDic WnfufJrt 11arf1 ber ,Seit, 
Uni) fJiif unB :Senef ftrl'irfJen 
~tt f efncr (l;\ninfcit. 

'.Der ,(,3,G:rr l1rdrif1e 1111s jeiJH'n f)cifinl'lt 0Jcift, baf3 1uir fJalten, 
rnaB rnir fJa6cn, bamit niemanb 1tnfcre Sh·onc ndJt11c uni) la[ie un£l 
eni)f icfJ teilnefJmcn an bcm ciuincn ,\gaff, 1111b ~u6efja(Jr ! 
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Blessings were requested; 54,641 communicants 
strengthened their faith through the reception of Holy 
Communion; at 448 graves, the comfort of the divine 

word could be bestowed. Blessings, overflowing blessings! 
Enough reason to rejoice, to praise, to give thanks, and to 

glorify!

Let us all vow anew to rejoice in the confession of the 
saving doctrine that God has entrusted to us in his Word, 

rejoice in the confession of our fathers, which is laid down 
in the symbolic books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
Great is the danger of losing pure doctrine. How many are 

the temptations and enticements with which we are 
tempted daily! Let us always remember the word of 
Christ: If you abide in my teaching, you are truly my 

disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free. John 8:31-32. Therefore, let this be our daily 

prayer:

Preserve for us, Lord, Your inheritance, Your precious 
sanctuary; Tear, shatter, and destroy what is contrary to 
Your glory. Let Your law guide us, grant us Your heavenly 
bread, let Your adornment grace us, save us through Your 

grace,

Preserve your drink in storm and waves, let not wind and 
weather defeat us, steer your ship yourself and direct its 

course, that we may reach the lead according to time, and 
help us to set sail in blessed eternity.

May the Lord grant us a holy spirit, that we may hold onto 
what we have, so that no one may take our crown, and let 

us finally participate in the eternal year of rejoicing and 
jubilation!



{[rufkes unb S\i2anmeifer 
stnd im. ~L ed),ufl1, IJJlottf1c~ l!\M1cr, lr~iff)cfm IJJliiffcr, ~ofo6 ,\)cd-,t, 
lmiffJcf m ,\)cinf cin, G;:b1uin ed1fuifc6icr, Cr'buorb Sd1ufl11 (YticbridJ 

\lht).ll,lrcdJt . 

.ff o(lrftornt 
muboff 6d1cmm, mo6ctt stdioct, l)Jltntin .{llt6cr, ~ctcr ed1fuifc6ict·, 

(Yt·icbl'id1 i'.oni:, 1)Jlid1ocf .t,ict'f cin, IJJlortin muffcrt❖fJi.lfcr. 
,\)ci1ttid1 eo,ufl1, lmiffJcf m )ll'c6cr, 'irricbrid1 \lht.\Jl,Jt·cdJt, (iicoro IJJloif cncr, 

G;buorb etonoc, .pct·mon stern. 
~f)if. .~ottet·, 'irticbridJ £ii6fcrt, ,\)crmon t,oncr, ,\)mnon £011!'., 
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(~&·cf11th1~<tomitc Dell 75jii~rigrn Juliilii11111il 

llioitfJer mofeneder, GS'onrob Ulciiffer, 0ofJon11 @. 6L'6roou, @rnft Gf. 
6dJult, ~ofJonn iY- ~einlein, 0 (£_ W. lliinterftein. 

Eiftc bcr @cmci11bclicn111tc11: 

~orftcfjcr bcr f cJ1trn 25 JOfJrc: 

®eorg Ortner 1885-1912; @rn[t St'cinotfJ 1898-1910 unb 
1D13-1916; ~ofJonn St'omm 1899-1802; ~eonfJorb Ortner 1800 
bi;:, 1D03; ;;)ofJonn St'reu3er 1902-1905; .;;)ofJonn ~uber 1903-1912; 
0ofJ01111 6tobf er 1905-1908; 6omucf mcrn renter 1908-1812; @c. 
org otogner 1910-1913; lliilfJcfm mudJingcr 1912-1922; 0ofJonn 
~dJiefer 1912-1920; (£on rob illHiffer 1913-1926; ~confJorb iYtuuf 
1D 16-1925; ~eonfJorb miedein 1920 bi;:, 1923. 0ctige mor[tefJer: 
.:;'so fob moucr, f cit 1912; 00601111 ®. 6L'fJhlou, ieit 1922; ®uftob ~·ort• 
fJof;:;, f cit 1923; @corg 9togner, \eit 1925; @eorg ~uuer, feit 1926. 

26 

List of municipal officials:

Heads of the last 25 years:

Georg Ortner 1885-1912; Ernst Keinath 1898-1910 
and 1913-1916; Johann Kamm 1899-1902; Leonhard 

Ortner 1900 to 1903; Johann Kreuzer 1902-1905; 
Johann Suber 1903-1912; Johann Stadler 1905-1908; 

Santuel Bernreuter 1908-1912; Georg Rogner 
1910-1913; Wilhelm Buchinger 1912-1922; Johann 

Schiefer 1912-1920; Conrad Müller 1913-1926; 
Leonhard Fruuk 1916-1925; Leonhard Bierlein 1920 
to 1923. Current chairmen: Jakob Bauer, since 1912; 

Johann G. Schwab, since 1922; Gustav Kort-hals, 
since 1923; Georg Rogner, since 1925; Georg Huber, 

since 1926.
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6cf111footftcf)ct: 

Wuguft \l30Imreuter 1923-1925; Cfrnft Cl:. 6dJuf1J fcit 1923; 
5l'orf .~einotfJ icit 1D23; 9JcicfJoel Stern, [cit 1923; ~ofJon iJ. &jciniein, 
feit 1D26. 

'.ttnftcc~: 

05eorg &jecfJt 1D01-1D1B; ;solJonn ~Oil!'. 1899-1914; ~of)onn 
@. ~oucr 1D00-1906; C:S:fJriftion .'gif.bncr 1900-1912; 9JcicfJoef 
moucr 1900-1906; ~ofJonn iJ. &jeinfcin 1906-1915; ;;sofJonn :£:rt 
ncr 1906-1912; @corg W. 0:ngef(Jorbt HH2-1916; ilJfafJocl mucfJin• 
\Jl't 1D12-1915; 9Jcottin S'cfiuf3 1913-1922; ;;sof101m mouer jr. 1914 
(1i{; 1923; iJricbricfJ mierfein 1915-1D24; 0:rnft mouer 1915-1918. 
~etigc $truftee§.i: 5l'. ~. W. ®'cfJult \cit 1916; ~ofob ~off fer fcit 1918; 
~ilfJeim 9JHiffer [cit 1922; 9JcottfJe{; ~eber feit 1923; ~ofob &jecfJt feit 
1924. 

1)k 9~0111c11 bcrjcnigen, lndcfJe ou§.i ber @ellteinbe in ben :Dienft 
ber ~'itcfJc gctrden [inb: 

\l3 o ft o re n : l,lfouf ~icfJmnnn, &jerllton \nidfJml'icr, &jermon 
tion \Henner, &jermon @ugef, 9rrin1Jolb mcfcmeier. 

~ e fJ r c r : ~ol1onn merntfinl, ~fffJefm bon 9renncr, '.8tto bon 
9renner, 0:rnft 9Ro\jner, Wf6ert 0:ngeff)nrbt, ~iffJefm 1lEinterftein, 
~if freb 9rogner, \l3ouf ~interftein. 

CS e m i II o r i ft : 9,ormon ~cbcr. 
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Headmasters:

August Palmreuter 1923-1925; Ernst C. Schultz since 
1923; Karl Keinath since 1923; Michael Kern, since 

1923; Johan F. Heinlein, since 1926.

Trustees:

Georg Sedht 1901-1913; Johann Laux 1899-1914; 
Johann Bauer 1900-1906; Christian Hildner 

1900-1912; Michael Bauer 1900-1906; Johann F. 
Seinlein 1906-1915; Johann Ortner 1906-1912; Georg 

A. Engelhardt 1912-1916; Michael Buchinger 
1912-1915; Martin Schulz 1913-1922; Johann Bauer Jr. 

1914 to 1923; Friedrich Bierlein 1915-1924; Ernst 
Bauer 1915-1918. Current Trustees: K. W. N. Schuls 

since 1916; Jakob Löffler since 1918; Wilhelm Müller 
since 1922; Matthes Weber since 1923; Jakob Hecht 

since 1924.

The names of those who have entered the ministry of 
the church from the congregation:

Pastors: Paul Wichmann, Herman Riethmeier, 
German von Renner, Herman Gugel, Reinhold 

Bekemeier.

Teachers: Johann Bernthal, Wilhelm von Renner, Otto 
von Renner, Ernst Mossner, Albert Engelhardt, 

Wilhelm Winterstein, Wilfred Rogner, Paul 
Winterstein.

Seminarian: Norman Weber



Bank of Richville 

Ed. Schultz 

Cashier 



E. R. MOSER 

DEALER IN 

General Merchandise and Meats 

Hardware, Shoes, Crockery 

POST OFFICE 



WILLIA l([I 

DEALERS IN 

lMBAT MARKKT 

WESTERN QUEEN FLOUR 



Ed. Schluckebier 

Sales STAR CAR Service 

FOURS s TAR SIXES 

COMPLETE LINE OF AUTO ACCESSORIES 

EXIDE BATTERIES FISK TIRES 

RADIOS AND SUPPLIES 

A WELL EQUIPPED REPAIR DEPARTMENT 

Vassar Phone 241F2 RICHVILLE. MICH. 



Reese Central 
Phone 60 Fl I 

Vassar Central 
Phone 241, f 14 

RIC ARD OERL[IIII 

DEALER IN 

GRAIN, BEANS, FLOUR, FEED, COAL 

CEMENT, TILE, BRICK 

FENCES 



Fred Ranke 

Soft Drinks 

Cigars and Candy 

Lunches 

JOHN JORDAN 

BLACKSMITH 

HORSE SHOEING. Etc. 



MATH. WEBER 

SAW MILL 

DEALER IN 

Lumber, Lath and Shingles 
HARDWARE, PAINTS AND OILS 

ALL KINDS OF 

Material for Building 



TRY THE 

New One Minute Washer 

Gladly demonstrated in 
your own Home -:-

Phone or come in and 
arrange for a trial today 

TODAY'S FINEST ELECTRIC WASHER 

THE ONE MINUTE 

Electrical Equipment and Appliances 

RADIOS -:- MOTORS 
Repairing and Rewinding 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

I KOD■[lll]US 
RIOHV~LL[l[;J MICN:.i 



Richville Cheese and Butter Co. 
Manufacturers of Full Cream Cheese 

Robert Krueger, Pres. Martin Reif, Salesman Henry Oldenburg, Sec'y 

WILLIAM KERN 

Carpenter 

and 

Builder of Barns and Houses 



CHRIST. NICODEMUS 
Manufacturer of 

APPLE JUICE IN SEASON 
Soft Drinks, Cigars and T ohacco 

BARBER SHOP IN CONNECTION 

LENARD HEINLEIN 

Contractor and Builder 

Bell Phone 
Vassar 

Dealer in Lightning Rods 

Shipping Point 
Richville, Mich. 

Mail Address R. 4 Box 38 C, Vassar 

M. J. KERN 
FLOUR AND FEED 

Complete line of Lumber, Lath, Sash, Doors and Frames 

Coal, Tile, Lumber, Cement, Plaster 
Grain, Seeds, Beans, Wool 

REESE, MICH. 



CONRAD MUELLER 

MASON 

AND 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

Phone 241-F 1-1 Vassar Phone 54-F 2-2 Reese 

Richville Garage 
GENERAL REPAIRING 

ON ALL MAKES OF CARS AND 
TRACTORS 

Goodyear Tires, Tubes and Accessories 

Battery Repairing 

Darco Gasoline and Oil Station 

JOHN G. LEHMAN. Prop. 



ROTH BROS. 

Painting and Decorating 

FINE PAPER HANGING PANEL WORK 

CRAFTEX WORK AND STIPPLING 

PAINTS, VARNISHES AND WALL PAPER 

OSCAR RUFF 

1\1IASON CONTRAC'I"OR 

BRICI~ LA YER 

Bell Phone 65 J3 Mail Route Vassar 4 

FRANKENMUTH 



JOHN G. SCHWAB 

Machine Shop 
♦♦♦ . 

Lathe Work 

,t 

DRILLING, BORING, REAMING l 
GRINDINC. THREAD CUTTING. ETC. 

An assortment of Steel Shafting always on hand 

GUST. HEINLEIN 

Painter, Paper Hanger 

and 

Spray Painter 




