
  

Welcome Pas-
tor Auern-

hamer! 

February News 2023 

 On January 8th, the Voter’s assem-
bly of St. Michaels  extended the call to 
Pastor Mark Auernhamer to serve as our 
part-time assistant pastor in a temporary 
position until a full-time administrative 
pastor is in place. We have been in the 
calling process for well over a year and 
are on our third call list. Because this has 
dragged on for so long, I really  welcome 
Pastor Auernhamer’s help.  
    Pastor Auernhamer is retired but 
works part-time for Wellspring, specializ-
ing in hospice care. If his name sounds 
familiar, it’s because he grew up around 
here and was  confirmed at St. Michael’s 
in the class of 1967. He worked in the 
secular world for a number of years, but 
enrolled in our St. Louis seminary in 
1991, and graduated in 1995 with the 
Masters of Divinity degree. 
    Pastor Auernhamer served in upstate 
New York before returning to the Sagi-
naw area a few years ago. While at St. 
Michaels he will preach on Sundays once 

and sometimes twice a month. He will 
lead Wednesday night worship twice a 
month. He will also help out with funer-
als, especially at those times when we 
have a lot of them at once. He has also 
agreed to assist with our elderly and 
shut-in visits. 
    In the meantime our Call Committee 
will continue to interview and present 
candidates to the Voters in search for 
our next administrative pastor.  
 I encourage you to welcome  Pas-
tor Auernhamer and give thanks to God 
for His ministry among us. 
 

 
“Those who direct the affairs of the 

church well are worthy of double honor,  
especially those whose work is preaching 

and teaching.” (I Timothy 5:17) 
  

In Christ Jesus,      
    
Pastor Gillapse 
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Gifts and Memorials 
 

  Phyllis Sheldon:   
  Park Hall Tables and Chairs—$20.00,  
  Park Hall New Construction— $20.00 
  
 Dalton Kaul:  
  Home Purpose—$20.00 
 
 Glen Mossner:  
  Missions—$10.00,  
  Park Hall New Construction—$50.00 
 
 Vivian Reinbold:  
  Organ Fund—$200.00,  
  Park Hall Tables and Chairs— $260.00 

THANK YOU  
JULIE!  

The St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
congregation wishes to thank Julie 
Rupprecht for her 35 years of dedi-
cation, hard work and attention to 
detail as the church secretary. Julie  
retired at the end of December. We 
wish her well and God’s blessings 

for her future endeavors.  
-The Elders.  

5-year Anniversary 

Doug Doud  
I am pleased to announce that our Account 

Manager, Doug Doud, has reached his 5-year 
anniversary. Doug has been working for St. 

Michaels, with our finances, for many years, 
and in many various positions. When we 

changed to this fomat, of Account Manager, 
Doug preformed this job for three years as a 
volunteer, before it turned into a paid part 

time position. Doug has now been employed 
by St. Michaels for five years and it has been 

our policy to acknowledge this. I thank God for 
Doug and all that he does for St. Michaels. 

Please congratulate Doug on this achievement 
when you see him. 

-Jay Trombley 

Reminder: 
We have an online giving option (Kindrid) 
available here at St. Michaels. Over 100 
members and some non-members have 
signed up to use this convenient service. 

Go into our church website
(stmichaelsrichville.org), and scroll down 

to, “I Give Online”.  
Here you’ll find the option to give a one 

time gift or to set up a reoccurring   
weekly or monthly donation.  Multiple 

options are available with Kindrid. 
All donations are  tied to your church   

envelope number. 
Please contact Mark Schoenow          

(989)751-4910 
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Mary Martha 

...at church on 
Tuesday, Febru-
ary 14th from 1 
to 6 p.m. in the 
church meeting 

room.  Pizza and t-shirts will be available.  
Call 866-642-5663 to make an  

appointment.  

GOD’S VALENTINE TO US: Love is a very popular word. We hear a lot about it in our culture. Everybody needs 
love. Everybody wants to get that valentine that Charlie Brown is always waiting for at the mailbox. Well, you 
and I are in luck. We do have a valentine waiting for us - a love letter from God just waiting for us to open and 
read it. What is that love letter? It is our Bible, God’s special valentine of love to each of us. When we open it 
and read or hear it read to us, God tells us about His love for us. At other times He tells us stories to show us 
He loves us. We may have to study and think about these to understand the love of God, but it is there for us. 
The Holy Spirit can help us see it.  

Mary Martha will meet on Monday,  February 6. The mission activity will be making Valentine’s 
for shut-ins to support and encourage them and let them know that they are loved by God and 

their church family. All ladies are invited to join us for this fun and heart- filled activity. There 
will be a short business meeting and of course refreshments. 

Ushers 
We are looking for men and women of all ag-

es to help out with ushering. We have 12 
teams so you don’t have to usher every Sun-
day. Duties include greeting people, handing 
out bulletins and programs and guiding peo-
ple to communion. Consider serving God in 

this ministry and contact  
Matt Buchinger at (989)860-9136. 

The St. Michael's Cemetery Board  
is currently accepting bids for the 2023 mowing season for lawn care of the ceme-
tery.  If you or somebody you know is interested in submitting a bid, please contact 

Josh Haines at 989-493-1488 or hainespatent@gmail.com for requirements and 
details.  

Welcome Julia! 
We welcome Julia Low as our new church 
secretary.  She began working in January, 

and her office hours are Tuesday - Thursday 
from 10:00 to 4:00.  Nancy Bierlein contin-

ues to work on Mondays. Julia is the 
daughter of  Mike Low and Jenna 

Mathews.  She is a 2021 graduate of Reese 
High School  and  granddaughter of former 

secretary Julie! 

mailto:hainespatent@gmail.com
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We are a little over a month away from this year’s Passion Drama.   
This year we have planned it a week before Easter again, which will fall on 
March 31st and April 1st.  It will also be presented inside the church again this 
year. We still need lots of volunteers to make this a successful event.   
 There will be sign up sheets in the foyer at church.  Sign up sheets can be 
placed in the box in the foyer or in Leona Douds mailbox.  We will still need a 
setup and take down crew, lots of cast members, soloists, and a lot of cookie 

donations.   
 If you would like to sign up through email, that notification can be sent to 
Josh Doud at firefighterdoud@gmail.com . This is a great chance to show and 
remind the community of what Jesus did for us. We hope to hear from each 

and every one of you soon. 

PARK HALL UPDATE 
 
As most of you have seen, the new Park Hall project is currently under construction 
And thanks to our contractor, Robert Buchinger Builders, progress is moving along 
very well. The building exterior roof steel is applied and as of this writing, the exte-
rior steel siding application has begun. The interior rough-in plumbing, heating, and 

electrical are being completed. Upon this completion, insulation will be installed, 
and drywall work will begin. The timeline of the construction is on schedule and a 

spring completion is still projected. Final exterior grade work will be completed de-
pended upon spring weather conditions. Not included in the building costs is the 

furnishing of the building. This means the tables and chairs for the hall area, picnic 
tables for the pavilion area, and serving area supplies will need to be purchased. 

Funds contributed to the Gifts and Memorial Fund are designated for these 
needs. The expenses for the construction are being paid through funds from the 
New Construction Fund. A loan was secured from Church Extension. As of mid-

January, $175,381.44 is the balance in the New Construction Fund. Contributions 
to the New Construction Fund since July 1, 2022 is approximately $40,000.00. We 
are thankful for those contributions. Updates and future information concerning 

the Park Hall construction will be forthcoming. 
To God Be The Glory 
St. Michael’s Building Committee 

mailto:firefighterdoud@gmail.com
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Notes from the Music Director 

Ash Wednesday is on February 22. This day, which kicks of the 
season of Lent, is known as a day of penitence. On this day we 
publicly announce that we are sinners in need of a Savior, and 
we turn to that Savior begging for His mercy. In many churches 
the imposition of ashes is offered as a visual emblem of both our 

sin and our repentance. This begs the question: Why would the holy God listen to the pleas of 
poor, miserable sinners like us? Scripture gives us the answers to this; to summarize, let us look 
at a hymn frequently sung on Ash Wednesday. It is number 419 in Lutheran Service Book. 

Savior, when in dust to Thee Low we bow the adoring knee, 
When, repentant, to the skies Scarce we lift our weeping eyes, 

O, by all the pains and woe Suffered once for us below, 
Bending from Thy throne on high, Hear our penitential cry! 

We look at ourselves in this verse. We are reminded of the curse laid upon Adam, “for you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.” (Genesis 3:19) This describes every one of us. Yet, even 
though we deserve none of God’s blessings, we ask Him to hear our prayer. By Thy helpless in-
fant years, By Thy life of want and tears, By Thy days of deep distress In the savage wilderness, 
By the dread, mysterious hour Of the insulting tempter’s power, Turn, O turn a favoring eye; 
Hear our penitential cry! By Thine hour of dire despair, By Thine agony of prayer, By the cross 
the nail, the thorn, Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, By the gloom that veiled the skies O’er 
the dreadful sacrifice, Listen to our humble sigh; Hear our penitential cry! Through all of 
Christ’s life, He suffered. We hope that you recognize all of these scenes from the life of Christ; 
whether you do or don’t, please be in church during the Lenten season to revisit all of them. 
Jesus suffered the same temptations that we face; He felt the same physical pain—and even 
more—than we do; and above all of this, He willingly gave up His life in obedience to His Father. 
Because He suffered, He can and does sympathize with us, and He hears our cries for mercy. 
But this is not the end of the story: By Thy deep expiring groan, By the sad sepulchral stone, By 
the vault whose dark abode Held in vain the rising God, O from earth to heaven restored, 
Mighty, reascended Lord, Bending from Thy throne on high, Hear our penitential cry! Christ ful-
ly suffered everything we experience. And look where He is now! Risen from the dead, He sits 
at the right hand of the Father, where He hears our prayers and takes them to the Father. 
Thanks be to God! Enjoy a blessed Lenten season, as we are continually reminded of how much 
Jesus showed us His love for us! 

Sisters of Ruth 
We will be going to Zehnder’s Z Café (located in the base-
ment) for lunch on February 1st at 11:30. There is an eleva-
tor down if needed. If you would like to carpool meet at the 
church as 11:00. Please contact Luann (989)823-4785 with 
any questions. 
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1) Spend less then you make! Have a spend-
ing plan. (Luke 14:28)(Heb13:5) 

2) Be prudent about debt. “The rich rule over 
the poor, and the borrower is slave to the 
lender.” (Prov. 22:7) 

3) Build liquidity in your finances. “If you lack 
the means to pay, your very bed will be 
snatched from under you.” (Prov. 22:27)
(Prov.21:20) 

4) Prayerfully set long term goals. This winter 
tale time to work on financial plans. “The 
plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely 
as haste leads to poverty.” (Prov. 21.5) 

5)  Act like a manager and not like an owner. 

We are stewards/managers of what God 
has given is. “Yours, O Lord is the greatness 
and the power and the glory and the maj-
esty and the splendor, for everything in 
heaven and earth is yours. (1 Chron. 28:11) 

6) Give generously from the heart. “A gener-
ous man will prosper; he who refreshes 
others will himself be refreshed” (Prov. 
11:25)”For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also” (Luke 12:24) 

7) Seek Godly advice. “Plans fail or lack of 
counsel, but with many advisors they suc-
ceed. (Prov 15:22) 

Stewardship Minute 
When it comes to your finances, how can you live intentionally in a world that is so 
unpredictable? Consider These 7 successful key strategies that are biblically responsible: 
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St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
3455 S. Van Buren Road  
Reese, MI   48757 

 


