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St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
3455 S. Van Buren Road   
Reese, MI  48757 

    

It has been brought to my 
attention that a growing 
number of couples in our 
congregation - younger as 
well as older - are living to-
gether without being mar-
ried.  Some may have sepa-

rate houses but are still cohabitating much of the 
time.  I think it's fair to say that most of these cou-
ples want a sexual relationship without making a 
commitment to each other in marriage.  Either 
person can then walk away without the hassles of 
a divorce.  Cohabitation and casual sex have be-
come more common since the Sexual Revolution 
of the 1960's.  But the unbelieving world is not 
supposed to be our role model.  (I John 2:15-17)  
We don’t look to it for guidance on how to live.  
We look to God’s revelation in the Scriptures.  
 
Genesis 2:24 tells us that “the two shall become 
one flesh” is meant for marriage.  Jesus repeated 
the same words in Matthew 19:5.  The Bible warns, 
"God will judge the sexually immoral."  (Hebrews 
13:4)  "There must not even be a hint of sexual im-
morality among you."  (Eph. 5:3)  "Do you not know 
your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit?  There-
fore honor God with your body."  (I Cor. 6:19)  "The 
sexually immoral will not inherit the kingdom of 
God."  (I Cor. 6:9)  The Scriptures are clear.  We 
cannot pick and choose the parts of the Bible we 
like and ignore the rest.  “They will not inherit the 

kingdom of God.”  It is a terrible thing to fall from 
God’s grace and lose eternal life.  
 
The 6th Commandment says, "You shall not com-
mit adultery."  Some Christians mistakenly think 
this only applies to married people.  I suggest eve-
ryone re-read this part of the Catechism.  This 
Commandment tells all of us - whether we are sin-
gle or married - to lead “a chaste and decent life.”  
In God’s eyes sexual immorality among singles is 
just as grievous as adultery among marrieds.  
Claiming that "Marriage isn't in my plans right 
now," or "I don’t want to be responsible for the 
other person’s bills," or "My first marriage didn't 
work" is no excuse.  One of the ways sin deceives 
us is when we convince ourselves something is 
okay when God’s Word says it’s not.  Hebrews 
10:26-27 warns, “If we deliberately keep on sinning 
after we have come to a knowledge of the truth, no 
sacrifice for sins is left, only a fearful expectation of 
judgement and raging fire.”  At some point known 
only to Him, God will not forgive deliberate, unre-
pented sins that we have no intention of stopping. 
 
If you are in this situation I offer this counsel:   
 
1) Read the Scriptures (Romans 6, Romans 12:1-2, 

Ephesians 5:22-33) and prayerfully ask God to 
help you do what is pleasing to Him.  Surrender 
all areas of your life to the Lord.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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2) Think about the example you are setting for others:  
the members of your family, our young people, Chris-
tians and non-Christians alike.  I Tim. 4:12 says we are 
to "set an example in speech, in life, in faith, and in 
purity."   
 
3) Consider abstaining from the Lord’s Supper until 
this is resolved in a God-pleasing way.  Remember 
"whoever eats and drinks in an unworthy manner will 
be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the 
Lord” and thus “eat and drink judgement on them-
selves.”  (I Cor. 11:27-29)  The word “repent” literally 
means “a change of heart, to turn and go the other 
way.”  However, there is no forgiveness at the altar if 
there is no repentance.   
 
4) Please come speak to me if you are in this situa-
tion, especially if you feel pressured to be in a rela-
tionship you know is wrong.           
 
I realize some of you will be angry at me for bringing 
this up.  A few might even make fun of this article.  
Just remember that “God is not mocked.  A man reaps 

what he sows.”   
It was not easy for me to write this.  I am well aware 
of my own sins and shortcomings.  However, I would 
not be faithful to my calling if I just ignored it.  When I 
was installed as your pastor I promised to “admonish 
and encourage the people in holy living,” and 
“correct, rebuke, and encourage.”  I cannot break 
those promises because someone doesn’t want to 
hear what God’s Word has to say.  In the Old Testa-
ment God told his prophets, "If you do not speak out 
to warn him from his sins...I will hold you accounta-
ble."  (Ezekiel 3:18)  Every pastor is accountable to 
our Lord for carrying out the church’s ministry, and 
that includes speaking “the whole counsel of 
God.”  (Acts 20:27)   
 
I am more than willing to listen and assure you that 
God is always ready to offer His love, mercy, and for-
giveness to those who seek Him in humility, repent-
ance, and faith. 
 

Pastor Gillaspie  

SOME THOUGHTS ON YOUR GIVING ALLOCATION 

Sometimes it seems like all the giving opportunities 

are endless. It's like there are so many good organiza-

tions or wonderful causes that want money. It seems 

like they're asking all the time. The world is full of 

needy causes that your asked to give to or volunteer 

for. So, how DO you decide where to give? So where 

do you draw the line? Do you say yes to too many 

places? Consider this helpful 3 letter acronym: A. I. M. 

A- Does it ALIGN ? Does it align with my mission and 

values? This is the  foundation for your giving. Do 

the thought work and maybe even write it out on 

what matters most to you. There is nothing that 

can replace the progress that can be made by de-

claring want you want to see accomplished 

through your giving and the values that matter 

most to you! 

I - Is it IMPORTANT enough? Is it important enough to 

be prioritized above  my other commitments? 

Could I say no to other things in order to do this? 

Am I or my family passionate about this? 

(Normally your own church needs should have a 

place of high priority).  

M — Is it mine to do? Am I uniquely positioned to take this 

on and do I feel compelled that this is my job to do? 

Or maybe this is or isn't the right time in my life. 

Prayerfully consider what God wants you to be, 

and what He wants you to give, and to what caus-

es. There is no perfect framework but it's helpful 

to have some  simple questions in which to ana-

lyze the opportunities given to you and then de-

cide. Know the difference you want to make, and 

then do it with intentionality. Take A I M and 

watch how God will work through you.  
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Passion Drama Sign Up 
 
Please fill out this form to let us know which area you would like to serve. You may turn this in at church—by 
placing it in  the box in the foyer by April 1st . Callers:  we’ll be calling members who have NOT volunteered and 
will ask if there is something they would be able to help with, such as being in the cast, clean up after, guiding the 
visitors, bringing lunch for the set-up crew (Saturday), etc.  Volunteering for more than one area is acceptable. 
 
Please mark an X in the boxes below by the area(s) you are interested in helping with.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact  Josh Doud.(989-325-2059)(firefighterdoud@gmail.com)  

 

Name(s)______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number____________________________________ 

Set up Clean up Cast Usher Guide Kitchen Car 
Parkers 

Music Caller Cookies Bring 
lunch 

Hand out 
flyers 
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Honor Roll/Honorable  

Mention 2022-2023 School Year 
Students listed below are to be congratulat-
ed for doing well academically. Those whose 
names appear in all capital letters had all 
“A’s”. Students receive an asterisk (*) to de-
note each marking period of the current 
school year for which they have qualified for 
the honor roll and a pound sign (#) for each 
marking period as honorable mentions.  
 

St. Michael’s Lutheran School – 2nd Quarter  
Honor Roll: (3.50 or above) 

Fifth Grade: Brittany Bickel**, Nathan 
Hecht**, Luke Hoerlein#*,Eliza Lo-
bodzinski**, Alaina Love**, Kensington Mor-
ley**, Eli Piazza**,Remy Rodammer**, Milla 
Thuston** 
Sixth Grade: Ava Callahan**, CJ Keberlein#*, 
NATALEIGH MEYER**, Lillian Michalak**, 
McKenna Mitchell**, Warren Schlegel#*, 
Mia Schultz#* 
Seventh Grade: Brooke Bickel#*, Eva 
Hecht**, Maya McCloud**, BRAELIN 
RODAMMER**, Frederick Welsh** 
Eighth Grade: Addison Bickel**, Joseph 
Britton#*, Madelyn Rodammer**, 
Kerilyn Sella**, Madison Sella**, Eliot 
Zwerk** 

 
St. Michael’s Lutheran School – 2nd Quarter  

Honorable Mention: (3.00– 3.49) 
Fifth Grade: Ashlynn Esckelson##, Grady 
Fent##, Cole Heinlein##, 
Johnathan Schultz*#, Colby Swaffer##, Owen 
Welsh##, Cooper Yeager## 
Sixth Grade: Nathan Courville#, Bella Daen-
zer*#, Rylee Perez#, Maximus Persails*# 
Seventh Grade: Kaitlen Palm## 
Eighth Grade: Evan Auernhammer##, Waldon 
Haines#, Makenna Hoeppner##, 
Isaac Rodammer##, Joseph Sella## 

Doug Gruber Memorial Sports  
Scholarship 

 
St. Michael’s high school 2023 seniors who partici-
pated in high school sports are now eligible for a 
$1500 scholarship in memory of Doug Gruber. This 
scholarship is run and payable through Reese High 
School. Applications for this scholarship can be 
picked up at our church office starting March 1st 
and should be returned there by April 7th Contact 
Dennis and Vickie Gruber at (989)868-3684 if you 
have any questions.  

Passion Drama 
We are a month away from this year’s Passion Drama! This 

year we have planned it a week before Easter again, which will 

fall on March 31st and April 1st.  It will also be presented in-

side the church again this year. We still need lots of volunteers 

to make this a successful event. There will be sign up sheets in 

the foyer at church.  Sign up sheets can be placed in the box in 

the foyer or in Leona Doud’s mailbox.  We will still need a set-

up and take down crew, lots of cast members, soloists, and a 

lot of cookie donations.   

If you would like to sign up through email, that notification can 

be sent to Josh Doud at firefighterdoud@gmail.com . This is a 

great chance to show and remind the com-

munity of what Jesus did for us. We hope to 

hear from each and every one of you soon. 

Vacation Bible School 
Mark your calendars for VBS July 10-13th, evenings. 
Free dinner will be served each night. Volunteers are 
needed in various areas. Teens are also welcome to 
help, and get volunteer service hours. Please contact 
Heather Reinbold 989-577-0013 if you 
are willing to help. 
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Wednesday Night Lenten 
Worship 

“Surely This Man Was 
The Son Of God!” 

 
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, Febru-
ary 22nd, with services at 7:00 P.M.  That night we will 
have the Imposition of Ashes.  The theme for this Len-
ten season is taken from Mark 15:39, the words of the 

Roman centurion who, after watching Jesus die, ex-
claimed, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”   

 
Pastor Mark Auernhamer will assist with our Wednes-
day night services.  He and I will take turns looking at 

how six of the main people in the Passion story all 
confessed, questioned, or denied that Jesus was in-
deed the Son of God, each from his unique perspec-

tive.  Here is the Wednesday night schedule: 
 
February 22nd - The Apostle Peter 
March 1st - The High Priest Caiaphas & the Sanhedrin, 
the Jewish Court 
March 8th - Nicodemus 
March 15th - Pontius Pilate 
March 22nd - The Thief on the Cross 
March 29th - The Roman Centurion 

We will follow our usual Wednesday Holy Communion 
schedule during Lent, with the Sacrament of the Altar 
on March 1st and 15th.  Each spring we have a special 

and unique opportunity to hear how our Lord 
suffered and died to pay for our sins, reconcile us to 
the Father, and open the kingdom of heaven to us 

who receive Him by faith.   
 

“For the joy set before Him Jesus endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of 

the throne of God.”  (Hebrews 12:2)  
 

 It brought God great joy to redeem you, to save you, 
to rescue you from this world of darkness, sin, and 

unbelief, that you might live eternally with Him! 

Pastor Gillaspie  

 

Covenant Glen 
1040 Covenant Drive,  Frankenmuth, MI  48734 
 Luella Buchinger   3/27 
 
Winter Village 
255 Mayer Rd, Frankenmuth, MI 48734  
 Lois Bickel  3/3 
 Bill Rau  5/17 
 Doris Rau  11/6 
 Jack Rodammer  7/18 
 Marlene Rodammer  8/23 
 Elaine Engel  4/21 
 Wilbur Hecht  7/20 
 Irene Rodammer   6/16 
 
Bavarian Comfort Care 
5366 W Rolling Hills Dr, Bridgeport, MI 48722  
 Ernie Hetzner  10/9 
 
New Hope Bay 
668 N Pine Rd, Bay City, MI 48708  

 Gene Buchinger   10/22 
 
Vassar Fields 
5830 Frankenmuth Road,  Vassar, MI  48734 
 Diane Little   1/12 
 Charles Barnett  12/1 
 Shirley Lichtenwald  10/4 
 Floyd Auernhamer   5/8 
 Shirley Putman  6/22 
  
WellSpring 
725 W Genesee St, Frankenmuth, MI 48734  
 Joel Ehlert  4/27 
 Loretta Daenzer  7/18 

 
Please keep these members in your prayers.   Consider 
brightening their day with a visit, or send a card on their 
birthday,  for a holiday, or just “thinking of you.”  We have 
nice greeting cards available at church for 50 cents.  They 
are on a display case near the restrooms.  

mailto:firefighterdoud@gmail.com
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St. Michael’s Cemetery 
 is currently accepting bids for the 2023 

mowing season for lawn care of the 
cemetery.  If you or somebody you know 
is interested in submitting a bid, please 
contact Josh Haines at 989-493-1488 or 
hainespatent@gmail.com for require-

ments and details. 

Notes from the Music Director 
 

PONDERING THE PASSION 
 

 We find ourselves in the season of Lent.  The color of the paraments is purple, 
the “alleluias” have disappeared, and the special Lenten services on Wednesdays 
have a certain somber tone to them.  Lent is a time for reflection.  As we consider the 

events of our Lord’s betrayal, trials, and execution, there are many lessons that we can learn.  Our hymns help 
us to do this.  Consider #440, Jesus, I Will Ponder Now.   
 Stanzas 1 and 2 allow us to look at the Savior’s “suffering, pain, and death”, “distress, anguish and 
affliction”.  It is not a pretty picture.   
 Yet stanza 3 moves on:  “Yet, O Lord, not thus alone Make me see Your Passion”.  We also reflect on 
the fact that our sins are what put Jesus on that cross.  This leads us to stanza 4, as we are led to “repentant 
grieving” and pray that we might avoid the sinful pleasures of this world.  
 This is not the end of the story!  In stanza 5 we recognize, in our continued pondering, that God is com-
passionate to us and gives us the peace that the world cannot give.  The forgiveness earned by Christ on the 
cross is freely given to all of us! 
 In stanza 6, then, we ask for renewal of faith and a humble spirit as we continue to witness to God’s 
love.  Finally, then, we rejoice that we will one day be in heaven, singing God’s praises forever! 
 So in six brief stanzas, we observe our suffering Lord, learn about our part in this story, and rejoice in 
the love that God has shown to us.  Law and Gospel are at work in this hymn, as we are shown our sin, led to 
repentance, receive the forgiveness which Christ gives to us, and then lead lives that show our thanks for all  

April 25th  
. . . to Genittis in Northville for lunch and a 

show. We will be seeing “Murder in the 
Court”. We will meet in the church parking 
lot and  leave around 9 a.m., be home by 6 

p.m. 
Cost:$70.   
Call Nancy Schluckbier (989)529-0320 to reserve your seat! 

Gifts and Memorials 

Phyllis Sheldon  
 Missions - $10.00  
 
Dale Selves  
 Park Hall -  $20.00 
 
Dorothy Bierlein 
 Park Hall Table & Chairs -  $10.00 
 
Sonja Auernhamer 
 Park Hall -  $100.00 
 Park Hall Tables & Chairs -  $100.00 

that God has done for us.  (Remember learning about the three 

uses of the Law?)   

 As you sing these hymns of Lent, pay attention to what you 

are singing.  Even better, use these hymns not only in our worship 

together, but take them home and 

study them in your family or personal 

devotions.  As is the case in Scripture 

itself, there is much to be learned 

from these great texts.  Blessings on 

your Lenten journey! 
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Mary Martha 
Guild  

Rummage Sale  
sponsored by Mary Martha 
Bring you donations to the 

Richville Legion Hall.  
 

Dropoff.. . . . . . . . . . .March 20 Monday 9am-3pm 
             March 21 Tuesday 6pm-8pm 
                    March 22 Wednesday 8am-12 

 
Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friday March 24 9am-5pm 
           Saturday March 25 9-1pm 

 
Could donate clothing, toys, sporting good, furni-
ture decorations etc. We can't take mattresses. 
Items should be clean and usable. 
If you have a question call Judy Janson 989-868-
4294   

Sisters of Ruth   
will be meeting on March 1 at 12:00 
p.m. in the church overflow room for 
a potluck meal and fellowship. Please 
bring  your own tableware and drink. 
Hope to see you there! 

Lenten Suppers 
Mark you calendar’s for fellowship and food on March 
1, 8, 15, 22, and the 29 th beginning at 5:30 pm. A big 
thank you goes to the Church Council, PTL, Mary Mar-
tha, Adult Choir, and Lutheran Laymen’s League for 
hosting the meals. Helping Hands fliers will be in your 
mail box at church in March. Please consider being a 
part of this ministry by volunteering your time. If you 
have any questions, please contact Nancy Heinlein.      
 The Board of Christian Service 

Life Sunday 2023 was observed at St. Michael on January 22 with the theme “Blessed for Life!” based on 

Psalm 41:2. Every human life has value regardless of age, size, skills, circumstances, or needs. The Church is compelled to 
address LIFE issues because we have what it takes to speak to spiritual issues – the gospel of Jesus Christ which is the 
most powerful and positive life-affirming message in the universe! We as the church need to get involved & help, even if 
it is only one person at a time, especially in these times in which we are living! Life is what God blesses us with and what 
He blesses us for – life together and life forever! Thank you to everyone who donated to Lutherans for Life and LifeClinic 
Pregnancy Resource Center for Life Sunday. We collected $1233.26 for these pro-LIFE organizations! Thank you all for 
your prayers and financial support. A special “Thank you” to Jeff Bolzman for his painting depicting each of the stages of 
fetal development! We are blessed for life!!! Please continue to pray for the Lutherans for Life organizations, for LifeClin-
ic, and for all those working for the cause of LIFE. 

Lutheran Laymen League  
… will be meeting Monday, March 20th at 7 p.m. 
where Wesley Reinbold will be speaking about and 
showing slides of the history of Frankentrost. All 
are invited and refreshments will be provided. 
 

 

Card Party 
Sat. March 18, 2023 

2 pm with dinner at 5 pm at St. 
Michael’s School Gym 

Drawings for door prizes

 
Proceeds will go to sponsor the Saginaw Valley Lu-
theran Hour broadcasts on WSAM 1400 AM in 

Saginaw. Tickets are available from any LLL mem-

ber and at the door.  Supported by  Thrivent Finan-
cial 

Endowment Committee: Grant 

Applications for the Endowment Non Designated 
Funds need to be turned in by March 30th.  


