
   

You are invited to once again follow our Savior’s footsteps to the cross 
this Lenten season.  Lent is a special time of the church year when we 
especially turn our attention to Jesus’ suffering and death.  During the 
rest of the year, of course, we worship, preach, and teach about a suffer-
ing and crucified Savior.  But Lent is unique in that this is a somber and 
serious time of repentance and reflection on all that Jesus did for us in 
His final weeks leading up to Good Friday.  Many of our favorite hymns 
are Lenten ones: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross,” “Go to Dark 
Gethsemane,” “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted,” and many more.  We 

remember the 30 pieces of silver and the rooster crowing, marking Peter’s denial.  Our Passion Drama, 
attended and witnessed by thousands of people over the years, brings the story to life. 
 

This year we are looking at the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ through the Seven Deadly Sins.  The Seven 
Deadly Sins were first listed back in the 6th century as a warning to God’s people.  While all sins separate us 
from God, these sins in particular can lead us into greater sin and eventually cause a person to lose their faith 
and fall away from Christ.  Not by coincidence, we see these sins in the lives of numerous people in Passion 
story of our Lord. 
 

Two area pastors will be taking part in our Wednesday night worship.  The schedule is as follows: 
 

Ash Wednesday: Greed - Pastor Gillaspie 
February 25th: Pride - Pastor Gillaspie 

March 4th: Lust - Pastor Mark Auernhamer 
March 11th: Envy - Pastor Cam Steele 
March 18th: Wrath - Pastor Gillaspie 

March 25th: Gluttony - Pastor Gillaspie 
Good Friday: Sloth - Pastor Gillaspie 

 
 

Mid-Week Lenten Worship 
The Seven Deadly Sins 

March News 2026 
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February 25th  
Host: St Michael’s Adult Choir 

Menu: Spaghetti, salads and desserts.  
 

March 4th  
Host: St. Michael’s LLL 

Menu: Soup, bread and desserts 
 

March 11th  
Host: St Michaels Mary Martha 

Menu: Casseroles, salads and desserts 

 

March 18th  
Host: St. Michael’s PTL 

Menu: Soup, salads and desserts 
 

March 25th  
Host: St. Michael’s Early Child Care  

Menu: Sloppy joes, cheesy potatoes, veggies and  
Desserts 

 

Please consider joining the Helping Hands Ministry by 
filling out a signup sheet located on the table in the 

church foyer by the basement door. Please return the 
form to Nancy Heinlein.  

Ice Skating  
March 8, 2026 

$10.00/person 
 

Meet at the church at 1:30 PM to carpool over 
to Saginaw Bay Ice Arena. 

We will skate 2:15-3:35.  Pick-up around 4:00.  
 

The concession will be open there during our 
visit. Please make sure you have a current 2026 
waiver done. Parents, if you can drive, let Mrs. 

Hoeppner know.  
 

Please RSVP by March 4th.  

The somber Lenten season is a contrast to the joyous 
celebrations we hold so dear: Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
and Easter, as well as events like Confirmation Sunday.  
But this contrast gives us a sense of appreciation for the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection and the joy and hope 
it brings, knowing that we are His people redeemed for 
all eternity! 

Pastor Gillaspie 
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Lenten Devotionals 
The Lutheran Laymen’s League at St 
Michael’s, with support from St. 
Michael’s Endowment Fund, has blessed 
us with Lenten devotionals. Do you have 
family devotions through the year? If 
not, perhaps you can start having them 
during this Lenten season.  
 

Please take this time especially to 
use the supplied Lenten devotions 

for your family daily devotions. 

PASSION DRAMA  

INFORMATION AND  

SIGN UP SHEET ON  

PG. 11! 

The Beginning 

Matthew 18:20: “For where 
2 or 3 are gathered in my 

name, there am I with 
them” 

 

175 Years Ago, German 
families came to America to find a better life. The fourth 
colony in the area, Frankenhilf, was built on the principle of 
helping others, offering poor families the opportunity to grow 
and begin a new life. In 1851 the first worship service was 
held in a small family home, marking the founding of St. 
Michael’s Lutheran Church. 

2 years after the founding, in 1853, the congregation 
had decided it was time to build a church.  Each member 
dedicated 17 days of work to the project.  For several years 
the church was flourishing.  

It soon became clear that the small log church would 
no longer accommodate the growing congregation, and plans 
for a new building were made. In 1874 the congregation 
voted to construct a new church. Construction was followed 
eagerly by the members, and in 1875 the White Frame 
Church was dedicated. It faithfully served the congregation 
until 1971. 

In Frankenhilf there were no grand homes or brightly 
lit, warm living rooms.  There were only poorly-constructed 
log cabins. Life was an endless day-after-day struggle with 
many different hardships.  Despite their poverty the colonists 
were a happy and contented group.  History records that they 
were always ready to share with their neighbor even though it 
called for great sacrifice on their part.   

Built on faith, Frankenhilf became a community 
shaped by farming, lumber, and steady work, reflecting the 
hard work of a growing community. 

And although this colony was founded to help the 
poor, it is incredibly rich in God’s love, blessings, and grace. 
What began as a simple worship service in a family home has 
grown into a vibrant community, overflowing with faith in 
Jesus Christ. Our congregation has been built upon a 
foundation of unwavering faith in God. 

Over the next several months, we will be reflecting on 
the key components that make up our ministry at St. 
Michael’s and the values that have guided us from the very 
beginning. 

Faithfulness. Outreach. Worship. Community. 
 

As we give thanks for what has been, we trust God for what is 
still to come. To God be the glory of 175 Years at  

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church. 
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Lutheran Laymen’s League 

Meeting 
March 16th, 2026 

Church Overflow Room, 7 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome! 

 

Mathew Bierlein 
will be our guest speaker. 

 

District: Rep. Matthew 
Bierlein is in his second 
term in the Michigan House 
and was elected to serve 
the 97th District in 
November 2022. The 97th 
District spans portions of 
Bay, Genesee, Saginaw and 
Tuscola counties. 

Working for you: As a 
Tuscola County native, 
Matthew has continued to 
serve the area and worked tirelessly so families 
and communities in the region can thrive. As a 
state representative, he has introduced plans that 
cut burdensome red tape and heavy-handed 
approaches from state government that have 
impacted small businesses, workers and families, 
while advocating for responsible plans that lower 
taxes and reduce other cost of living 
burdens. Matthew has also been a consistent 
leader on improving accountability and 
transparency within state government to improve 
Michigan’s poor standing in this area. He 
introduced a plan during the 2023-24 legislative 
term to provide individual taxpayers who filed a 
return in the previous taxable year with an annual 
single page revenue report via mail explaining how 
tax dollars were allocated, and has supported 
other proposals that make state government more 
efficient for the people it is serving. 

Education: Matthew is a graduate of Vassar High 
School and Delta College. In 2013, he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in organizational management 
from Spring Arbor University. 

Professional: Prior to being elected to the Michigan 
House of Representatives, Matthew had a career 
in the manufacturing industry, working as a 
machine operator, purchasing manager, 
engineering technician, and production manager. 
From 2019 to 2022, Matthew served as the in-

district director for Sen. Kevin Daley, working closely with 
local families, businesses, and service groups. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, he helped meet the needs of people 
in the community who were struggling due to the economic 
shut down. Matthew served as a Tuscola County 
commissioner from 2013 to 2019, acting as vice-chair of 
the board and co-chair of the finance committee. During 
this time, he also served as president of the Michigan 
Association of Counties and on the board of directors for 
the National Association of County Officers. 

Personal: Matthew and his wife Dr. Mindy Bierlein, a 
physical therapist, have been married since 2010. They live 
in Vassar with their three children, Matthew James, 
Madison and Maddox. Together, they own and operate a 
physical therapy practice with clinics in Frankenmuth and 
Bridgeport. The Bierlein family enjoys spending time 
together outside in the garden or the woods around their 
homestead. They have a dog named Blaze and enjoy raising 
livestock. 

 Grab Your Tickets & 

Mark Your Calendars! 
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Grant applications for St Michael’s Endowment 
Non-Designated Fund are now available on our 
website or in the church office.   
 

To locate the application on the website, go to 
About/Endowment and then scroll down to 
grant application.   
 

These applications may be turned in at the 
church office.  The applications are due March 
30.   
 

If any questions you may contact Pam Bierlein 
at 989-971-3340.  

Gifts & Memorials 

In Memory 
Norman Petzold 
 Home Purpose—$65.00 
 Missions—$10.00 
 

In Honor 
In “thanks to God for 80 years of life”,  
a gift has been given to the Music Fund by Diane Karst 
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Doug Gruber  
Memorial Sports 

Scholarship  

St. Michael’s high school 2026 
seniors who participated in high 
school sports at their local high 
school are now eligible for a $1500 
scholarship in memory of Doug Gruber.  
This scholarship is run and payable through Reese High 
School.  

 

Applications for this scholarship can be picked up at our 
church office starting  

March 2nd and should be returned by April 1st , 2026  
 

Contact Dennis and Vickie Gruber (989)868-3684  
if you have any questions.  

It’s easy to setup  

electronic donations!  
• Go to the St. Michael’s webpage, 

“stmichaelsrichville.org” and scroll down 
and click on the “I Give Online” button. 
Click “Sign In” 

 
• Scroll down to where it says, “Don’t have 

a Giving Account?”, and click on “Create 
one”. Enter your Name, Address, and 
Email Address. Enter your bank account 
or credit card information. 

  
• Choose a recurring donation (weekly or 

monthly) or a one-time donation. Once 
your account is open, you can select 
which fund(s) to donate to. The regular 
funds like Home Purpose, Missions, 
Capital Improvement, New Construction, 
and Church Technology, are available, 
but so are all the Endowment Funds and 
other various funds to select. There is 
also a new optional button to check if 
you want to pay an additional 2.5%, to 
help offset the processing fees. 

 
If you need help, please contact  

the church office to walk you through the 
process. 

 

Scan Here to Give Online! 

for 2027 is now 
$22.50.  

 
 

Please have your Lutheran Witness 
envelopes in by November 2026. 
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Mary Martha 
MEETING 

March 2nd, 7 p.m. 
Principal Joel Rachow 

will be our guest speaker. 
 

Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) is an 
auxiliary of the Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod. Any woman who is a communicant 
member of an LCMS congregation is considered 
to be part of Lutheran Women in Mission. 
   

There can be multiple groups of women serving 
as Lutheran Women in Mission in a 
congregation.  At St. Michaels there are groups 
for quilting, sewing little dresses, altar guild, 
serving funeral dinners, school and church 
volunteers and others. The Mary Martha group 
collects and assembles school and health kits for 
Orphan Grain Train, raises money to support St. 
Michael’s Church, School and Early Childhood 
Center as well as other local missions and collects 
mite offerings to support district and national 
mission grants. 
   

WinGS Groups (Women in God’s Service) could be 
a group of younger women that gather at an 
agreed upon time to do service projects of 
interest to their group, or meet for devotions, 
prayer and fellowship.  
 

If anyone is interested 
in learning about 
starting a group using 
their talents and skills 
to honor God by 
serving others please 
contact Sally Janson. 

Thank you to our Volunteers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Monday, February 9, at the Frankenmuth Scout 
Building, Nathaniel Courville led 51 volunteers in 
completing his Eagle Scout service project. Project 
beneficiary Jameson Strong was in attendance as 
volunteers created 34 no-sew blankets to provide comfort 
to children currently receiving cancer treatment at C.S. 
Mott Children’s Hospital. 
 

Sara Boyd, leader of Frankenmuth 
Girl Scout Troop 50468 and St. 
Michael's member, praised the 
collaboration, saying, “We need 
to do projects like this more 
often—working together with 
both Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts.”  
 
 

Courville, a Life Scout with 
Frankenmuth Troop 55, was 
overwhelmed by the community 
support. He originally expected 
about 15 volunteers, but as word spread, participation 
quickly grew. “I was so excited as the volunteer list kept 
growing to see how many people wanted to help in some 
way,” Courville said. “It was also great to meet the local Girl 
Scout troop and see both of our groups working together 
for such a meaningful cause.” 
 

The Outreach Committee of St. Michael's Lutheran Church 
of Richville, led by Pam Mossner, donated a banner to help 

raise awareness for the project. 
The banner was presented to the 
beneficiary at the conclusion of 
the event. Additional support for 
the Eagle Scout project and the 
Jameson Strong cause came from 
the Bekemeier, Hood, and 
Hessler families, with the primary 
contribution provided through 
Thrivent Action Team seed 
money. 

Sisters of Ruth 
We will be meeting on  

Wednesday, March 4th , 12 p.m.  
At church for a potluck.  
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ST. MICHAEL’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

     CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS 

School Theme: “You’re a Piece of God’s Plan” Jeremiah 29:11 
Kindergarten –Mrs. Hoeppner and Mrs. Jammer 
This month we celebrated our 100th Day of school and being 100 days smarter. To celebrate this, we had several fun 
math activities to get.  
 
1st Grade - Mrs. Janson and Mrs. VanDeVeer 
February is filled with some exciting events and activities including our 100th Day of school, Valentine’s Day and Presi-
dent’s Day. We celebrate each of these days with various fun activities! We are continuing to work hard on becoming 
better readers and preparing for second grade.  
 
2nd Grade - Mrs. Doan 
Though February is a short month, it is jam packed with special days and activities. On Feb. 2nd we learned about the 
Groundhog, the homes they live in, shadows, and the legend of the Groundhog’s weather predictions. It is also Black His-
tory Month so we learned about some famous black leaders who helped with the civil rights movement and freedoms 
and laws that we now have today. Some of these leaders were Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and Ruby Bridges. 
We also celebrated the 100th day of school on Feb. 11th and on Feb. 12th studied about our 16th President Abe Lincoln 
whose birthday is that day, followed by George Washington’s birthday, so we learned about him as well. And, of course, 
we celebrated Valentine’s Day with a party and card exchange.  
 
3rd Grade - Mrs. Bierlein   
In science we are learning about simple machines and how they help to make work easier.  In Michigan History, we have 
just finished learning about the importance of the auto industry in Michigan and how it all began.  In math, we have been 
focusing on multiplying and dividing 6’s through 9’s.  
 
4th Grade - Mrs. Knea  
Fourth grade continues their study on Energy in science class. All their experiments we get to do has helped them have a 
better understanding of the types of energy. Math has been challenging with the introduction of “long multiplication. “ 
They are finding out how helpful it is to know their facts. March is coming quickly. We’re looking forward to leading 
chapel on the 25th of March.  
 
5th Grade -Mrs. Krause 
Fifth grade has just finished up the study of the U.S. Constitution.  They are sad to report that none of them can currently 
run for president, but Mrs. Krause could if she wanted to enter politics.  Our next novel is Number the Stars which is al-
ways a class favorite learning about the Holocaust and Resistance movement in WW2 Denmark.  We have been having 
fun learning about fractions and realizing that they are not as easy as we thought.  We are very excited to make pretzels 
with the 6th grade for Valentine’s and enjoy that snack!  
 
6th Grade - Mrs. Woodward  
6th grade Science we have been studying the body systems including the respiratory, circulatory, urinary, skin and im-
mune. 7th grade Science has been studying plate tectonics and how it affects volcanoes, earthquakes  and tsunamis. 8th 
grade Science has been studying solutions in Chemistry and will begin to look at chemical reactions. In Algebra, we are 
finding volume and surface area in shapes. In 6th grade math we are starting a chapter on statistics.  
 
7th Grade - Mrs. Lamb   
We are looking forward to our next field trip on the 26th.  We will be seeing “Life Under the Arctic Sun” at the Delta Plan-
etarium followed by lunch and then ice skating at the Saginaw Bay Ice Arena.  In Social Studies the 6th Grade just 
wrapped up Canada and the 7th grade is finishing Ancient China.  In English the 7th graders have done staff interviews 
and are writing an essay about that person. Pre-Algebra is finishing up working with percents.  6th Grade is working hard 
on operations with mixed numbers and fractions.  In 6th Literature we are reading “Restart” by Gordon Korman.  Most of 
the kids are enjoying this! We are excited to report that we received a Frankenmuth Credit Union mini-grant and were 
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Honor Roll/Honorable Mention 

2025-2026 

Students listed below are to be congratulated for 
doing well academically. Those whose 

names appear in all capital letters had all “A’s”. 
Students receive an asterisk(*) to denote each 
marking period of the current school year for 

which they have qualified for the honor roll and a 
pound sign (#) for each marking period as 

honorable mention. 
 

St. Michael’s Lutheran School –  
2nd Quarter Honor Roll: (3.50 or above) 
Fifth Grade: Amelia Andrich**, Avery Ellison**, 
Grace Gebhardt#*, Lily Heinlein#*, Breslin Pike** 
Sixth Grade: Abel Bekemeier#*, Addison 
Callahan#*, Avery Hecht**, John Hoornstra**, 
Sutton Keinath**, Charleston Morley**, 
CAMBEL RODAMMER** 
Seventh Grade: Alexis Balcer**, Brylee Bickel**, 
Lucas Bierlein**, Elaine Cook**, Madelyn 
Ellison** 
Eighth Grade: Brittany Bickel#*, Grady Fent**, 
NATHAN HECHT**, Eliza Lobodzinski**, ALAINA 
LOVE**, KENSINGTON MORLEY**, Remy 
Rodammer**, Johnathan Schultz**, MILLA 
THURSTON** 
 

St. Michael’s Lutheran School – 2nd Quarter 
Honorable Mention: (3.00– 3.49) 
Fifth Grade: Abel Kern#, Aliyah King##, Tessa 
Papizzo##, Ryker Richards*#, Ethan Thurston## 
Sixth Grade: Ella Auernhammer##, Ruben 
Bierlein#, Caroline Lobodzinski##, Logan Love## 
Seventh Grade: Lane Gebhardt# 
Eighth Grade: Cole Heinlein##, Luke Hoerlein##, 
Eli Piazza*# 

able to purchase a new 3D Printer.  It just arrived and we 
are excited to get creative!! Thank You FCU for this excel-
lent opportunity.  
 
8th Grade - Mrs. Heinlein-  
Our middle school ELA students have been hard at work! 
We have built in designated time for reading.  DEAR time 
improves comprehension and will hopefully foster a love of 
books. It’s been great seeing students make such progress 
in just a few short minutes each day.  Students have been 
reviewing essential grammar skills, including sentence 
structure, parts of speech, and proper punctuation. All stu-
dents have the opportunity to use what they are learning 
as they write each day!  Our current writing focus is infor-
mational/explanatory writing. Students are learning how to 
clearly introduce topics, organize ideas logically, use evi-
dence and examples to support their points, and write 
strong conclusions.  8th graders had the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a Reality Fair put on by Frankenmuth Credit Un-
ion and hosted at Reese High School.  This fair allowed stu-
dents to take on a prospective occupation and receive a 
salary, budget, and plan for their future.  It was like the 
game of Life in real time!!  
 
Media Center/Upcoming Events - Mrs.  Brown 
In the Media Center we are reading books about Valen-
tine’s Day, Snow and Joke Telling. We are in the midst of 
the National A.R Challenge and the entire school currently 
holds the 9th place in the nation for top A.R points. Grades 
6 & 7 are currently in 2nd place in the nation in their re-
spective grade levels for A.R points!  The challenge ends on 
March 6th.  Winterfest will be coming to a close, thank you 
all who donated their time, their items, and funds. It all 
goes to the students of the school so we can have new 
books, learning tools, fun activities, rewards and so much 
more!  Thank you so much!  

 
AD-Athletics 
A Basketball Season is coming to a close with the TCLL tour-
nament this week. The state tournament will be held in 
Westland this year the weekend of Feb. 28-Mar. 1.  Both 
our boys and girls teams have been accepted in the state 
tournament this year.  This past weekend, St. Michael’s 
hosted their annual A basketball invitational tournament. 
We had 8 teams and St. Michael’s boys and girls won the 
championship games.  
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Life Sunday  
Lutherans for Life’s Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 
2026 was observed at St. Michael’s on January 18 
and 21 with the theme “Fearfully and Wonderfully 
Made,” based on Psalm 139:14, “I praise you Lord for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully made.”  Every human 
life has value regardless of age, size, skills, 
circumstances, or needs because the Lord made that 
life!  The Church is compelled to address LIFE issues 
because we have what it takes to speak to spiritual 
issues – the gospel of Jesus Christ which is the most 
powerful and positive life-affirming message in the 
universe!  We as the church need to get involved & 
help, even if it is only one person at a time, especially 
in these times in which we are living! 
  

A huge Thank you! to everyone who generously 
donated to Lutherans for Life and Focus on the 
Family’s Option Ultrasound for Life Sunday.  We 
collected $1514.01 for these pro-LIFE 
organizations!  Both of these prolife organizations 
work with families giving them HOPE that is only 
found in our Savior Jesus.  Thank you all for your 
prayers and financial support.  We are fearfully and 
wonderfully made!!! 
 

Please continue to pray for the Lutherans for Life 
organizations, for Focus on the Family’s Option 
Ultrasound, and for all those working for the cause of 
LIFE.  
 

If you would like to continue your support for Option 
Ultrasound, you may send your check to Focus on 
the Family – Option Ultrasound, PO Box 219382, 
Kansas City, MO  64121-9382.  (Each gift of $60 helps 
save one preborn baby’s life through Option 
Ultrasound!) 
 

Thank you, Jesus, for your life and for your suffering 
for us! 

Bus Trip 
To Genetit’s in Northville 
For dinner and a murder-mystery show, 

“Dying for a Drink” 
 

March 25th, Cost: $75.00 
(includes Bus, Dinner, Show, & Tip) 

 
Limited seats available. Money due March 

10th. Please call Nancy Schuluckbier  
(989) 529-0320 
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• March 22nd: Rehearsal after late service 

• March 28th: Work in shed 

• March 29th: Rehearsal after late service 

• March 30th: Setup in church 

• April 1st: Rehearsal (7 p.m.) 

• *April 3rd: 7 p.m. Performance 

• *April 4th: 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Performances 

• April 5th: Easter 

• April 6th: Tear Down (9 a.m.) 
 

*Dinner will be served April 3rd 5 p.m.-7 p.m.      and 

April 4th 12:30 p.m.-4 p.m. 

If you have any questions, please contact  
D.J. Weiss. (989)529-7734 or  

st.michaelspassiondrama@gmail.com 
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St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
3455 S. Van Buren Road   
Reese, MI  48757 

 


